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THE 
ILLUSTRIOUS 


French L O VE "eo 


* — _ 4 


The Hiſtory of Monſieur des 
 FRANS 24 SILVIA, or 


the Cruel Husband and Bas- 
cent Adultery. 


5: ERS AM the elder Son of one of the 
WT belt Families hereabouts, yet have 
EX the lcaſt Fortune of all my Rela- 
way tions, becauſe my Father choſe 
the Sword rather than the Gow 
by which Men of Birth in our Nation f; 
their Fortunes, and ſeldom ain any thing but 
Honour; whereas my * * two younger 
Vor. II. Bro- 


— \ 
N. 
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Brothers buying civil Employments in the 
Government, got conſiderable Fortunes, per- 
. haps not ſo honeſtly, but like others; yet 
they aggrandiz'd themſelves and Children, for 
which reaſon they are more reſpected and ta- 
ken notice of by the Publick than I am. My 
Father was Eill'd at the Siege of Valenciennies, 
where Meflicurs e Turenne and de la Ferte 
commanded, and alſo an elder Son which he 
had by a firſt Wife before my Mother ; and 
ſo I remain'd his only Son, being then but 
very young and under the Tutelage of my 
Mother, a Woman of very great, Birth, but 
one with whom my Father had had but a 
ſmall Fortune: This join'd with the Debts 
which my Father had been oblig'd to contract 
for his and our Support, in a manner ſuitable 
to our Birth, and to equal the Figure his 
younger Brothers made, reduc'd'my Mother 
and me to a kind of neceſſity of ſtooping to 
them, and of courting their Priendſhip : So 
they took care of my Education's and I was 
juſt beginning my Studies in the College when 
771 Father died, whoſe loſs I was oon very 
enfible of, for my Uncles uſurp'd a great Au- 
thority over my Mother and me; and my Fa- 
ther had inſpir'd . the nobleſt Princi- 
les of Honour and , Juſtice, and a Contempt 
that way of Life which my Uncles 
Jow'd ;- fo that I 16ok'd on thoſe in publick 
Offices as Jews, and Peſts to the People, who 
enrich'd themſelves with pillaging the Poor, 
and who aggrandiz d themſelves, and their 
Prince by * Bonn fellow Subjects. In 
bine, I prefer d the Sword to the Gown, and 
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Firencb LOVERS. 5 
aim'd only at a Commiſſion, not a Civil Em- 
ploy; but my Uncles aim'd to make me rich, 
er they ſoon procur d me, a Place in the Fi- 
nauces, which I as ſoon quitted and came back 
to Paris without Orders. My Mother, who 
was now inclin'd to be of their Opinion, was 
ſo vex d, ſhe fell fick, on which I relented, and 
was by my Uncles put ſoon. into a better Folt ; 
but ſtill my whole Inclination was bent for a 
Military Employ ; and I was very uneaſy, and 
follow'd nothing ſo much as learning to fence 
and ride. At lait I fell fick with Diſcontent, 
and the Intendant was fo kind as to let another 
bung Gentleman officiate for me during my 
neſs, who was much of my own Age, and 
a Pariſian as well as I, a Man of much Wit 
and Integrity, for it was your Brother, Ma- 
dam, laid he, addreſſi bimſelf to Madam 
& Mongey. As ſoon as I recover d, I thougbt 
it unjuſt to diſplace a Perſon. who had, perform'd 
my Office ſo well; wherefore I made Intereſt 
for him, and put him into it ; for which be 
made me the molt grateful Return in the 
World, by brin Zing me to the, Honour of your 


Acquaintance, 


dJ am heartily ſorry to hear 
of his Death, of which Monficur Jes Renais 
has inform'd me, ſince my return to Paris. 
Having quitted Sogn 1 [ went back to 
Paris, where my Relations welcom'd and re- 
ceiv'd me kindly, being willing. I ſhould now 

remain with them till they could find: me ſome 

Employ .to. my ae he Campaign was 

over for this Seaſon, ſo that I was unfortunate- 

ly oblig'd to wait at Paris the Autumn and 

all Winter, W 1 may ſay, for WY 

| a | 
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I could no where elſe ha ve fo ruin'd my ſelf; 
but there is a ſuperior Power who over-rules 
our Actions, and thought fit to give me ſuch 
Tryals (I hope for my Soul's Advantage.) 
Here he fetch'd a deep Sigh ; and having ru- 
minated a few Moments, went on with his 
Diſcourſe; I heard Maſs at our Lady's Church 
on the bleſſed Virgin's Nativity, the 8th of 
September, the Chapel belonging to the Found- 
lings Hoſpital, and was leaning againſt one of 
the Pillars of the Church, when a Grey Nun, 
or Lay Siſter, one of thoſe who take care of 
the Children that are drop'd at that Hoſpital, 
came up and defir'd me to ſtand Godfather to 
a Child that was going to be that Morning 
baptiz'd at their Convent, who had been 
found over-night. You know that it is cuſ- 


tomary for theſe Siſters to make theſe Com- 


liments to Perſons who look like People of 
Þaſhion, to get ſome conſiderable Preſent, as 
is uſual ; and I did not refuſe her Requeſt : 
So ſhe aſk'd me to make choice of a Partner 
to ſtand with me, and I ſhew'd her a young 
Lady who was very well dreſt in half Mourn- 
ing, and attended by a very genteel young 
Woman, who appear'd to be her Servant : 
The good Sifter went and ſpoke to her, but 
ſhe ſeem'd to make ſome Difficulty ; on 
which I went up to her my ſelf, and got her 
to conſent ; then I ſaluted her; and talking, 
I found her Anſwers ſo handſome and diſcreet, 
that both her Air and Breeding made me con- 
clude her a Perſon of Birth and great Edu- 


cation. I ſent my Footman to call a Coach to 


be ready to carry us away when we came _ 
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French LOVERS. 7 
of the Hoſpital : Then I gave the Lady my 
Hand, and we follow'd the Siſter, who was 
follow'd by my Partner's Maid, and a little 
Foot-boy who alſo belong'd to her ; all which 
made me imagine ſhe was a Perſon of Quality. 

She nam'd the Child, it being a Girl, and 


then the Children came with the Plate as it 


is uſual, to beg ; and I was glad of the 

tunity, both = help Hoe dende ors rec 
who deſerve Compaſſion, tho well educated, 
and amply provided for; yer, as Orphans leſt 
to the Care of Providence, and alſo to give my 
Partner by my Liberality, an opinion, that 
I was not her Inferior in Birth or Fortune, fo F 
gave what ſuited better with the generous In- 
clinations I had then with my Fortune, and 
ſhe outdid me. The Ceremony thus ended, 
and a ſudden Paſſion having ſeiz'd my Soul, 
I began to be more free; and to prevent 
parting with her ſo ſoon, I ask'd the Baer if 
we could not breakfaſt there, for I was very 
faint, and wanted ſomething nice to eat, for 
I had always a very poor Appetite : and the 


Smell of the Children, tho ſo clean kept, o- 


vercame me; and the good Siſter, as ſhe 
afterwards told me, readily agreed to let us 
breakfaſt there. Seeing me look ſo pale; ſhe 
— us into a little Refectory, the Lady 

we yielding to the Offer ; and there th 
ſerved us with a little piece of boil'd Beet, 
and mutton Cutlets, broil'd, which was what 
the Place afforded, being part of the Chil- 
drens Dinner; and I told the Lady, That if 
I had dared to ask ſo great a Favour, I would 
have preſented her _ a better —_ | 
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8 The ILLUSTRIOUS 
but that I would not 3 to propoſe her 
ding to any other Place with me; and that 
eat only to prolong the happy Minutes of 
her Company, and to have an 5 rtunity of 
drinking her Health in a glaſs of Wine, bleſs'd 
with a Touch of her ambrofial Lips. She 
ſmiling, ſaid, Had ſhe known that I ask'd for 
Breakfaſt with no other Defign, ſhe ſhould 
have refuſed to ſtay; but that my pale Face 
had occafion'd her complying, for I look'd fo 
ill, that ſhe thought I was fick indeed, and 
wanted ſome Refreſhment, which made her 
make no Scruples, fearing to injure my Health, 
by an ill-timed Modeſty, 
The Repaſt ended, i led her to the Coach 
which waired, and ſhe enter'd into it readily 
with her Maid. All her Behaviour ſhow'd, that 
ſhe had been highly bred, and underſtood the 
World perfectly. Her Deportment was nei- 
ther {tiff nor _ but free, modeſt, great, 
and gentcel. In fine, I conceived a high O- 
inion of her, and concluded with my elf, 
that I ſhould never meet with a more beau- 
tiſul, or more accompliſh'd Woman. Thus 
F drank the Poiſon in, and tho I found her 
every thing I imagin'd, and more; yet ſhe 
was at laſt my Ruin, and the cauſe of all the 
Extra vagancies I have ſince committed: for 
all which I have no Excule to plead, but only 
the violence of a Paſſion which her Beauty 
and good n in my Soul, and 
which her Perfidy turn'd to Rage and Fury, 


nay, even Madneſs it ſelf. And ſince you 
Ladies did not know her, it is neceſſary that I 
give you her Deſcription, and then you will 

| forgive 
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French LOVERS 9 
forgive my Follies, into which 1 was thrown 
by the cruel Senſe which I conceived of the 
loſs of my Honour and her Love, who was, 
without diſpute, one of the moſt loyely, moſt 
accompliſh'd, and moft prudent of her whole 
Sex, till ſhe fell: nay even after her Crime 
ſhe was fill lovely, fill charming; and tho I 
iſh'd her, yet I ſtill felt the Power of her 
— and muſt for ever mourn her loſs. 
Here he wept, and then wiping the Tears a- 
way purſued his Diſcourſe, , . 
Her age was nineteen, ſhe was tall and ex- 
quifitely ſhaped, ſo that I could ſpan her waſte 
in her Cloths; her Hair was of the fineſt 
Cheſnut-brown, and reach'd down to hep 
Heels, hanging in Rings, no Eyes ever beheld. 
finer ; her Forehead was large and fair, her 
Eyes divinely bright, black, and languiſhin 
ſuch as ſhone with Majeſty and Sweetnels, 
and dazled thoſe who gazed too long upon 
them; her Eye-brows dark and even, excel- 
ling Art ; her Noſe was: Aquiline ; ber Cheeks 
were cover d with a Virgin Bluſh, and Roc 
ever dwelt upon them; whilt Lilies cover 
all the reſt, except her Lips which did excel the 
Ruby and Vermilion; her Teeth were even, 
white as Ivory; her Chin was dimpled ; her 
Face was oval; her Neck, her Hands, and e- 
very Part was form'd in Beauty's fineſt Mold z 
In fine, Nature ne'er form'd a lovelier Voman 3 
ber Air and Mein were noble, and ſhe 
look'd like a Princeſs when ſhe walk d; ſhe. 
danced, and ſung to great PerfeQion, . play d 
well the Harpſicord and the Guitar-z 
9 Ne a: : 44.4 f te 
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io The ILlus rRious 
ſhe was neither fat nor lean, but every thing 
Man could wiſh in Woman. erg 
This, Ladies, is the true Deſcription of the 
unha n ſaid des Ronais, for I knew 
her. 5 e was a perfect Beauty, ſaid Madam 
de Contamine. Yes, anſwer's des Frans, her 
Body was perfectly beautiful; and I thought 
her Soul as lovely, Sincerity and Truth ſeem'd 
to govern her Heart, and ſhe ſpake like an 
Orator, Wiſdom and Eloquence crown'd each 
Diſcourſe : She was the ſofteſt tendereſt Friend, 
the wiſeſt Counſellor, the moſt agreeable Com- 
2 Man could be bleſt withal ; and, had 
e not been a Woman, ſhe had never fallen : 
But at laſt I found ſhe was inconſtant, falſe 
and baſe as Hell, and that all her Virtue, 
which had ſtood the Teſt of all my Importu- 
nities and Arts, was but Diffimulation ; for 
me could ſacrifice her Honour, and betray the 
tendereſt, fondeſt Husband Woman ever had, 
to gratify her vile Defire of Change. But this 
1 did not diſcover till it was too late, and we 


were married. 


Married! ſai4 Madam de Mongey. Yes, 
Madam, anſwer d he, I was marry'd to her; 
but that is ſtill a Secret to the World, and ſuch 
4 one as I would not have reveal'd in another 
Company, and defire you would not diſcloſe it 
to any body eiſe, for I have ſtill many Reaſons 
to conceal it ; and I am obliged to my Rela- 
tions for having hid my Misfortune from the 
World. | ; 

I waited of her to her Lodginge from the 
Convent, and found that ſhe did not live far 
from me ; ſhe lived with an ancient Gentle- 

woman 


on 


d 
n 
h 
I, 
1 


very handſome, and her A 


| which were theſe :; 
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an who paſt for her Aunt, but was not 
gon reality : She ack'd me to eme in, and I 
aid not to be preſs'd to it; the Houſe was 


partment Was mag” 
nificently furniſh'd. Her Aunt was a- 
broad, ſo that I had the Pleaſure of being a- 
lone with Silvia, but I was ſo diſorder d by the 
Paſſion that bad ſeiz'd me, that I ſaid very 
few gallant things at that time, anfl only 
beg d that ſne would permit me to viſit her 
again, which ſhe very civilly granted. And 
this was all I could indeed defire, ſo I took 
my leave, but ſo alter'd and ſo penfive, that 1 
was not my (elf; and I may ſay, that my 
Love was ſo exceſſive from that Moment, 
that it could admit of no Encreaſe, and was 
but the ſame to this Hour, for I adored and 
doated on her as much as Man could do. 
Civility obliged me not to return the ſame 
Day, but I could not refrain from walking by 


her Door that very Evening, where ſhe was 


fitting with ſome young Ladies of the neigh- 

to take the Air, but there was no 
Man with them, and I did nothing but go 
backwards and forwards by the Door till al- 
moſt Eleven a-clock at night, when ſhewith- 


drew to Supper. I did the ſame the next 


Day, and then I ſaw her and ſome other 


young Gentlewomen go out w_—_ towards 
the Bulwarks of the Town, where they fat 
down together on the Graſs and ſung ; then 
Silvia ſung alone a Verſe out of a in 


Proſerpine, made. for Arthuſia, the Wo of 
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The ILLUSTRIOUS 
| TI fear at uf my Heart bell gain, 
His Conſtancy does now alarm, 
— And if I ſee him more, in vain 
- "TI fpall reſiſt the Magick Charm. 
She divinely, and I could no longer re- 
fiſt the Temptation; but drawing near ſhe 
knew fne, and receiv'd me very civilly ; my 
Dreſs and Mein being ſomething above a 
Citizens, made me look'd upon with great 
reſpet by the reſt of the Company, becauſe 
they were only Tradeſmens Daughters; ſo I 
Silvia by the Hand in a familiar manner, 


which a little ſurpriz d them, but gave no con- 


cern to us: You have ſome Lover, ſaid J, 
that you fear, my charming Partner, taking 
ber up: Ah! how happy is he whom you are 
ſo inclin'd to like, that you muſt not dare, to 
ſee him. Sir, ſaid ſbe, my Song does not 
expreſs Jy * but the Poet's Fancy; 
*tis a new Air, they tell me I fing it right. 
*Tis needleſs for me to tell you the reſt of our 
Converſation, which was long ; every word 
ſhe / ſpoke. charm'd me, and I was made 
her Captive intirely. I waited on her and her 
little Company home, and her by the 
Way to accept of a little Treat at a Lem- 
monade-houſe which we paſt by, but in vain; 

ou are not faſting now, ſaid /he laughing, nor 
in an Hoſpital, -and I believe you are not 
faint, nor indiſpoſed. Indeed, ſaid J, I am 
fick at heart, and you have made me fo, and 
I want ſomething to ſupport me. You are 
ſubject to ſuch ſlight Qualms, ſaid /he, I be- 
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lieve; but they are ſo obliging as not to ſeize 
you * at ſuch times, — in ſuch Places as 
ou can furniſh your ſelf with Cordials and 
Refloratives ; however you muſt go without 
for to-night ; your Sickneſs is not dangerous, L 
hope. You turn my Illneſs into a Jeſt, ſaid J, 
Madam; but I fear tis, by the Symptoms, a 
terrible Fever, that has ſeiz d me, and you 
will be obliged in the end to furniſh me with 
a Remedy to ſave my Life. I am no Phyfi- 
cian, Sir, ſai4 ſhe; but when the Caſe grows 
dangerous, we'll ſend for one. We at laſt 
came to her Lodging, and found her Aunt 
at the Door, whom I ſaluted with great Ci- 
vility and abundance of Compliments. Silvia 
told her that I was the Perſon who had ſtood 
Partner with her to the Child at the Hoſpital, 
and I was very obligingly received, and went 
thence — pleaſed, for my Soul was 
fill'd with a thouſand pleafing Idea's; I am a 
at Lover of Mufick, and - 4 ſweetneſs of her 
oice augmented my Paſſion for her. I went 
the next Day to make her a formal Viſit, 
and found her more charming than ever; ſhe 
play'd on the Harpficord and Guitar, and ſo 
entertain'd me, that tho I pait three Hours 
there, I thought it but a Moment. I Rftaid 
till Night, and at parting I told her, that 
fince I was her Neighbour I would beg the 

Liberty to come and paſs the next Evenin 
with her and her little Company ; it — 
ſuch Weather as made it unfit to walk a- 
broad, ſo we went into a large Parlour, 
where we danced without any other Muſick but 
our own Voices; and ſo ſhe finiſh'd her Con- 
| queſt, 
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queſt, for I never ſaw any body dance with 
good a Grace as ſhe did, and I went away 
quite in Raptures and intoxicated with Love, 
convinced that I bad never ſeen ſo accompliſh'd 
a Woman. | | 
Some few Days after I engag'd her, her 
Aunt and Friends, that is, three young Gen- 
tlewomen of the Neighbourhood who gene- 
rally kept her Company, to take a Walk out 
of Paris: We went in the Morning, and I 
treated them with a Dinner, the beſt I could 
get in the ſhort time I had to provide it, 
with which they ſeem' d content, but not ſuch 
a one as I defired to give them. Silvia, in 
deſcending the Stairs of the Tavern where we 
dined, made a falſe Step and ftrain'd her 
Foot, at which my Concern was very viſible ; 
I ſent away a Man with all haſte to fetch a 
Coach from Paris, for we had walk'd to this 
lace, which was about a Mile from-thence : 
e thank'd me for my Care. Thus we re- 
turn'd, and her Foot ſo ſwell'd by the Way, 
that I carried her to her Bed in my Arms, 
and ſhe was oblig'd to keep it about a Fort- 
night, during which I never left her but to 
eat, and, if ſhe would have permitted it, I 
would have paſt all the Nights in Watching by 
her Bed-fide. Her Aunt was very obliging to 
us ; they both guels'd the Motive that made 
me act thus, and tho my Tongue did not be- 
tray the Secret, my Eyes and Actions ſhew'd 
I loved; and tho $//via was always very re- 
ferved, yet I perceived that her Eyes betray'd 
the Secret of her Heart alſo, and that ſhe did 
not diſlike me. 
| t 
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At laſt I declared my Paſſion, and aſk'd her 
of whom I muſt demand her ? and in whoſe 
Care ſhe was? She did not make the Pre- 
ambles other young Ladys are uſed to do; but 
told me frankly, that ſhe thought herſelf 
obliged to me for loving her, a arded 
my Oders as an Honour ; but that ſhe defired 
me for my own fake not to give way to a 
Paſſion which I might perhaps repent of in 
the End. I ſwore eternal Conſtancy to her, 
and proteſted that my Love would never al- 
ter : That ſhe was the firſt and only Perſon 
who had inſpired me with that Paſſion, and 
would doubtleſs be the laſt. I do not flatter 
my felf, ſaid ſhe, that I have Merit or Beau- 
ty ſufficient to guard ſuch a Conqueſt always ; 
take my counſel and make a better Choice, 

ou know not whence I am ; perhaps I am 
fo far above you in Birth and Fortune, that I 
ſhall only deceive you in admitting your 
Courtſhip, and muſt at laſt refuſe you, or elſe 
perhaps I am ſo much below you, that you 
will repent, and be aſhamed to look fo low, 
therefore proceed no farther, but quit my 
Company whilſt you may do it with Honour. 
Alas ! Madam, faid I, 55 is too late, _ p 
er in my power to leave loving you, 

— die pr 2 ou; all heel fear is, 
that your Birth is far ſuperior to mine, and 
then I dare not wiſh that you ſhould make 
me happy by abafing your ſelf; if fo, and that 
I muſt not preſume to hope, my Deſpair will 
ſoon ſhew the Sincerity of my Paſſion and 
Reſpe& in my Death; but if your Birth levels 
you with me, and you want a i; 7 | 

ve 
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Love will triumph, and I will ſhew you how 
I love you. Take care, ſaid ſbe, make no 
Promiſes, remember you do not know me. 


Yes, ſaid I, I know that you are the moſt ac- 


compliſh'd and moſt beautiful Perſon breath- 
ing 3 I am indifferent to every thing elle : 
is you I love, tis you that charms me, and 
you are all I covet to poſſeſs. Be wiſe, ſaia 
ſhe, and cautious, conſult your Reaſon, and 
be your ſelf again; and, that you may have 
no cauſe to hate me in the End, as much as 
ou fancy you now love me, indulge not this 
Lafon, or enter into ſuch Engagements as 
ou will one day wiſh to break for your own 
— ſake. | 
I was a long time ufing all my Endeavours 
to make her explain herſelf, and to diſcover 
what Sentiments ſhe had for me, but in vain ; 
I perceived I was not indifferent to her, yet I 
could not make her ſpeak. I had no reaſon 
to be —— I 2 ow. a Man ae 
nor in her any ;'Lwas the only one who 
enter'd there, as the Neighbours inform'd me, 
and they told me the Houſe was a kind of 
Convent, where no Man was ever ſeen before ; 
that ſhe went very ſeldom abroad, and that 
was only to work at ſome off her Neighbours 5 
and that ſhe was always within Call; and her 
Neighbours went oftener to her; and-that-ſhe 
made nor received no other Viſits, yet no bo- 
dy knew who the was; her Aunt and ſhe 
came to live in that Houſe about a Year and 
a half. before, when they were in deep Mourn- 
ing, and that they lived very retired; All 
this made me very uneaſy and full on 
g 0 
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ſo I tried all I was able, to penetrate into 
the Secret of her Birth; but the Time was 
not yet come when I was to make the Diſ- 
covery. | 4 

Mean time my Uncles offer d me another 
Employ, but becauſe it would oblige me to 
leave Paris, I refuſed it; and now I found 
nothing but the Gown would agree with me, 
and that a Place in ſome of the Courts of Ju- 
dicature would fit me; and my Mother's Pru- 
dence had ſo well managed what my Father 
had left us, that I was now in a Condition to 
purchaſe one which would not diſgrace my 
Family; and I was now reſolved not to leave 
her, but to ſettle in Paris, that we might 
live happily rogether. This I told her, and 
ſhe approved my Reaſons, and conferr'd with 
my Uncles, who left me to my Choice; ſo I 
renew'd my Studies for the Law. What a 
Metamorphoſe was here ! I, who before lov'd 
nothing but War and the Sword, and deteſted 
the Pen and Gown, now grew fond of the 
crabbed Study of the Law : But Love! Al- 
mighty Love ! can do more than this: To 
the blind God I made a Sacrifice of my Ho- 
nour, Virtue, Friends, Fortune, and my Rea- 
ſon, and ated only by his Direction. 

My continual Viſits to Silvia could not 


be long a Secret, my Mother heard ſome- 


thing of it, and it came to be known that I 
was in love, even to Diſtraction; ſo ſhe no 
longer doubted of the Cauſe of my refufing 
the Employ my Uncles had offer'd me, yet 
ſhe ſaid nothing to them, but was ſo good to 
conceal it ; ſhe well knew that I was of a 

Temper 
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Temper not to be manag'd by violent Means, 
but tried gentle ones. On the contrary, I 
loved Silvia every day more and more, all 
Means were tried to get me from Paris, and 
Intereſt and Honour were both uſed to tempt 
me, to no purpoſe. I could not hide from 
Silvia what I ſuffer'd for her, and fo let her 
know that the Way of Life I now follow'd, 
was only the Effects of my Love and her 
Charms. She ftill adviſed me to hearken to 
my Reaſon, and vanquiſh my Paſſion ;/ but 
with an Air that bid me till love on. 

I trove to diſcover the Myſtery of her Birth, 
and often begg'd her to tell me who ſhe was, 
but F couid not prevail ; and I had been igno- 
rant of it much longer, if I had not diſcover'd 
it by a very extraordinary Accident. 

I went away very late from her one Night 
in the Month of January, it was about Mid- 
night and very dark, and a Flam beau which my 
Footman carry d be fore me, was blown out by 
the Wind, and the Lamps were alſo all ex- 
tinguiſhed, ſo that I could not ſee my Way, 
but was fain to feel it. I heard ſome body 
near me, and ask'd who was there? A Man 
anſwer'd, Are not you Monſieur des Frans ? 
Yes, ſaid J. There, Sir, ſa:4 he, I was order'd 
to give this Packet into your own Hand ; aſk 
noQueſtions whence it comes, but inform your 
ſelf of the Truths it contains, they greatly con- 
cern you. At theſe words he put à ſmall 
Packet into my Hand ſeal'd, and left me. I 
could not ſee him, but I call'd after him, and 
he made me no Anſwer. I was very impatient” 


to read what he had given me, and haſted to 
get 


Freuch LOVERS. 15 


et home; and there getting into my Cham- 
— I took the Wax- light in my Hand, and 
broke open the Packet; and the firſt words I 


read were, 


Advice to Monſieur des Frans concerning his 
Amour with Silvia. 


There were three whole Sheets of Paper writ 
in a Man's Hand, and very ſmall; and be- 
cauſe it would take a great deal of Time to 
read, I went to Bed and peruſed it there; 
tis too long to repeat the Contents, the Sub- 
ſtance of which were, That tho J took Silvia 
for a Veſtal, and a Woman of Birth, yet 1 
was much deceived : That all honeſt People 
who had a Ræſpect for me, pitied me, and 
getefted ſuch a Creature. For, firſt, ſhe was 
4 Foundling, drop'd at the Hoſpital-gate where 
we had ſtood Godfather and Godmother toge- 
gether : That ſhe had there had her Educa- 
tion, and never knew either Father or Mother; 
but *vas by them abandon'd, and laid at 4 
Door, from whence ſhe had been carry'd in 
thither, and remain d till ſhe was eight Years 
of age. That it as true, ſbe was very hand- 
ſome, and for that Reaſon the late Dutcheſs of 
Cranvas, who never had a Child of her own, 
bad taken her from tho Hoſpital, and bred her 
up herſelf to eighteen ; and there ſhe had 
learn d all that could accompliſh a young No- 
man; and tho ſhe had ſeen nothing but a 
virtuous Example in that Lady and her 
Family, yet ſhe had been ſuſpetted of ſome 
falſe Steps z tho it was not certain whether or 


no 


260 he llrus TRlous 
no. ſhe deſerved it, yet that the Dutcheſs had 
nevertheleſs . ſeem'd wy ng = with ber, be- 
catiſe ſhe had not in her Will made ſuch a 
Proviſion for Silvia as ſhe had before promiſed 
to do, having left her only a little ready Mo- 
ney, ſome Furniture, and à ſinall Income. 
And that there had been a Report bat Silvia 
in concert with la Morin, who had been one 
of the Dutcheſi's Maiting women, and one 
 evbom ſhe moſt confided in, with whom Silvia 
now lived, and who paſi'd for her Aunt, Wi 
made a Hand of a great many of the Duchess 
Jewels, and a great deal of Money, which it 
was known that Lady had had ſeme | ſmall 
time before her Death, aud could not be fornd 
afterwards : And that it was ſaid, that this 
had been done by the Advice of a young Man 
Thoſe Name was Garreau, who was Secretary 
and Steward to the Dutcheſs, and managed 
all her Affairs, and had inform'd them where 
the Money was. Aud that this young Man had 
omiſed to marry Silvia; and it us with 
im tbat it was pretended ſhe had had a cri- 
mi nal Amour; but, as for that, it eas only. a 
S'1ſprcion, and not certain, becauſe Garreau | 
| 

| 
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had never aiſcloſed any ſuch thing; but died 

in a Priſon, where he had been put hy the 

Dutcheſs's Heirs, under Suſpicion of having | 

ſtolen ſome part of that Ladys Treaſure. _ | 

Text, the Perſon who writ this went on | 

with making Reflections proper for the Occa- 

fion, and finiſh'd with ſage Advice to me, 

Poping that I 2 a Man _ Honour | 

and too well- born, to purſue” ſo infamous a | 
Creature, and aiſbonour my ſelf a 
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end in wy Lener. And is ft 


And alſo inform'd. me, That another Packet 
vad been ſent to my Mother lo the ſame Pur- 
doſe with 4 of this. It was likewiſe 
Tired, T hat the Reaſon why the Packer for 
me Twas not ſent to my Houſe, was, for fear I 
ſbould ſi that it came from ſome 7 my 
Relations, who knew nothing of it; and that 
he «who deliver d it to me did give it into 
ou n Hand, and in the dark, that I mig 
£ > diſcover who it was z and that it as he 
who writ it, and would not truſt another 
with the Secret. That I might tell Silvia 
what was in the Letter without ſhewing it to 
her, and that ſhe could not deny any thing; 
for there was the Names of ſeveral Perſons 
and "where they dwelt, who could inform me 
of the truth of all Particulars, having known 
Silvia in the Dutcheſi's Life-time, being Do- 
meſticks in the Family, and were there when 
that Lady died. 1 2 


I leave you to gueſs my Diſtraction when I 
read theſe Lines: Sometimes I perſuaded my 
ſelf, it was all falſe; and other whiles, I gave 
credit to it: In fine, I knew not what to 
think; yet when I reflected that ſhe had al- 
ways made a Secret of her Birth to me, I 
thought it all true. And thus I paſe'd the 
Night with great Anxiety, and never cloſed m 
Eyes.” At nine a-clock in the Morning, as 
lay muſing in my Bed, my Mother enter d m 
Chamber with the Papers in her Hand. 
know all you have to ſay to me, Madam, 
Jui I; the Papers in your Hand are the fame 


not 


4 * 


— 
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not a fine Tale, ſaid ſbe, Son? but tho you 
know part of the Contents, it may be you 
don't know the good Advice that is here given 
me, read, and then bring the Papers to me 
in my Chamber. ſo ſoon as you have done, 
So threw them down upon tie Bed and 
retired. I ſaw they were writ in the ſame 
Hand as the others, and were intitled, 


Advice to Madam des Frans, touching 
Son's Conduct. 


The Contents were to let her know, That 
the Writer had acquainted me with all that 


could put me out of Conceit with Silvia, f 


avhich he doubted not but that I had bot 

Senſe and Honour enough to make the Uſe I 
ought to do. T hat it was left to her Pru- 
dence, to give me ſuch Advice as was ne- 
ceſſary to convince me of the Infamy and Ruin 
ſuch a Wife would bring upon me. He ad- 
viſed her to ſend me to travel, or into the 
Country again in ſome Employment, whicl; 
evould ſoon cure me of this fooliſh Paſſion : 


And warn'd her of Silvia and la Morin, as 


being two very dangerous Perſons, who, ſo 
ſoon as ever I began to viſit them, had reſolved 
to draw me in by an outward ſhew of: Virtue ; 
and la Morin pretending to be her Aunt, and 

ttting me to take all modeſt Libertie; 
with her pretended Niece, had prevented my 


attempting more by her Preſence, and gain'd 


my Eſteem by ber Conduct. That they had 
inform d themſelves of my Family and Cir- 
cumſtances for fear I was not for their Pur- 


Hoſe, 
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and uuderſtaniding that I was an only 
— and Maſter of R enough to make 
them live at eaſe, they liked me: And as for 
her Conſent, and my other Relations, they 
goubted not but I would not regard that, 
when once I was in Love; ſo that nothing 
remain'd to embarraſs them, but only how to 
conceal Silvia's being a Foundling, and to pro- 
cure ſome Perſon of faſhion to own her, no 
-, WW matter how poor, ſo it were a Gentleman; and 
/r that Purpoſe they hail offer d a hundred 
Louis-d'ors 70 4 very poor Gentleman, to let 
Silvia paſs for his Daughter, which he might 
very well ao, becauſe he had one much about 
er age who had died on the Road coming to 
M1 Paris; and his Name, and a Direction to the 
7 Place where he lived was in this Letter. It 
was alſo ſaid, That perhaps Silvia might have 
” | promiſed him ſomething elſe, which he might 
BE berray if apply '4 to, becauſe he was a great 
Lover of Wine, and when he was drunk could 
nor govern his Tongue. That my Marriage 
7 with Silvia was look'd on as a thing ſo certain, 
bat la Morin had ſaid to a Woman who had 
been her fellow Servant at the Dutcheſi's, and 
whomhe thought her Friend, That Silvia as 
omg to marry a young Gentleman of a good | 
amily, and who was very rich, who would 
make her Fortune for the ſake of her Beauty. 
And this Woman's Name, and dwelling, was 
alſo in the Letter ; which concluded with 
Advice to my Mother, That if I continued 
obſtinate, ſhe might take the Law, and pre- 
ſent a Petition to a Fuage, againſt Silvia and 
la Morin, as Seqncers of me, ana _— 
| t 
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to take any violent Meaſures, as the Perſon 
adviſes you to do, who has inform'd us of 


Be, to ſee you ſo recover'd from your Folly, 
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That ſhe muſt loſe no time, but uſe all means, 

even the moſt violent, to prevent my Ruin 

and her own, becauſe ſhe would for ever re- 

ret it if Twas miſerable. He proteſted to 

no hatred to Silvia; but that this vas all 

done out of pure Good-will and Compaſſion, in 
reſpeft jo me and my Family. 


This join'd with what I had read over- 
night, made me reſolve to abandon Silvia; 
fol roſe and went into my Mother's Chamber. 
Well, Son, /ai4 ſbe, what is your Defign ? 
Madam, ſaid J, I ſhould think my ſelf un- 
worthy that Name, were I not determin'd to 
obey you in every thing: You have no need 


, , a. 


Silvia's Character, and whom I take to be 
one of my beſt Friends: Tis true, I loved 
her, but I did not know her perfectly; but 
now I do: I renounce all Thoughts of her, 
and to let you ſee that I am fincere, find me 
any Pretext to leave Parts, either by a Place 
or Commiſſion, either tn go in the Retinue of 
ſome Ambaſſador, or to the Army, and I am 
ready to go this Hour. I am very glad, /ſa:4 
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and I ſhall not put you to the Confuſion of " 
mentioning this Creature to you any more: n. 
Here take theſe Papers, I have no more uſe 
to make of them ; I will go to your Uncles, 
to ſee what can be done for you once more; 
for Heaven's fake don? tire their Patience and 
mine any longer, but now begin to be wile, 
for if this does not make you ſo, I cannot tell 


what 


- 
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what will : Mean time, to convince me that 
you are fincere, go immediately and buy a 
couple of Horſes for your ſelf and your Servant, 
to be gone; for till you have left Paris I ſhall 
not be eaſy. I ſwore to her, that I ſpoke 
what I thought ; and that I was ready to be 
gone that Hour, and that I would never look 
upon that infamous Creature any more whilſt 
I lived : But, alas! tho I then in my Paſſion 
yow'd all this, I knew not my own Weakneſs, 
or rather that it was my unhappy Fate which 
had decreed my Ruin, to break thro? all theſe 
1 and plunge my ſelf into Miſery and 
Infamy. | 

I had no ſooner left my Mother, but my 
Soul was torn with ten thouſand racking 
Thoughts: I was reſolved not to go to Silvi 
whom I look'd on as a Creature below an 
unworthy my Anger and Contempt, for I had 
conceived the utmoſt Rage againſt her. Yet 
at laſt I fancy'd it would be the teſt Plea- 
ſure in the World, to talk with this poor Gen- 
tleman who was to be my Father-in-law, and- 
to learn from his Mouth the whole Myſtery vf 
the Cheat that was to be put upon me. "This 
| long'd for, and having got both his Name 
and Lodging in the Letter, I went directly, 
and, as ill-luck would have it, found him at 
home; ſo I addreſs'd my ſelf to him, under 
Pretence that I had heard he had a couple of 
Horſes to diſpoſe of ; and, by chance, there 
were two to be fold in the ſame Inn where he 
lodged, tho they bglong'd to another Gentle- 
man: all conſpire& to effect my Deſign, the 
Gentleman was gone out who own'd them; 
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ſo I pretended to wait for him, and knowi 
the other would drink, I invited him to —_ 2 
4 Tavern hard by to drink a Bottle, to which 
he readily conſented ; I made him drink plen- 
tifully, excuſing my ſelf from doing the fame, 
under Pretence that I was juſt recover'd from 
a Fit of Sickneſs, and indeed I look'd fo pale 
and out of order that he might very well be- 
Heve me. The Marquis Je Querville, Mon- 
fieur de Pres's Brother - in- law, whoſe Hiſtory 
have heard before, came to us, for it was 
e whoſe Horſes were to be diſpos'd of. We 
ſoon ſtruck up a Bargain, and I ſent away the 
Horſes to my Mother's, but I kept him to 
dine with us; he ſtaid not long, but went a- 
way before two a-clock, having ſome Buſineſs 
for half an Hour, when he promiſed to re- 
turn. I agreed to wait, and being now left MW, 
alone with the old Gentleman, I began to 
eſtion him about his Family, Fortune, 8 
h 
w 


iends? and where he lived in Provence? and 

what be came to Paris about? backing every 
Demand with a large Glaſs of Wine; and he ts 
anſwer'd me as punctually to every Queſtion a; 
as if he had been at the Feet of his Confeſſor; x, 
and told me, That he was a Gentleman of. 
Mons ; that his Name was Rowuitre, and ve- Se 
ry poor, becauſe he had always follow'd the ¶ co 
Fortune of a Prince who had ſacrificed not ple 
only his own, but moſt of the Nobilities Lives Ing 
Fortunes who had follow'd him during the yo, 
Troubles in France. This Man ſeem'd to be di 
very well acquainted with all the TranſaRions 
in his Time, and talk'd as if he had a great 
Share in them. He inveigh'd mightily y_ 
his 
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his ill Fortune; and told me, That he had 
had but one Daughter, whom he had defign'd 
to place with ſome Lady of Quality, and that 
he was bringing ber to Paris for that pur- 
poſe, but that ſhe died by the way after but 
two Days Illneſs, at a Place call'd //ters 5 on 
which he purſued his way to Paris, to ſo- 
licite the Sons of that great Man for whom he 


© had been ruin'd, to ger a Penfion from them, 


or by their means ſome Poſt in the Troops to 
ive him Bread. All this agreed with what 
Fad been writ to my Mother and me; and I 
was juſt going to aſk him about Sia when 
he began himſelf ro ſpeak of her and her 
Aunt. | 
He told me, That he had been known to 
the Dutcheſs of Cranves, who died about 
two Years ago ; and that he much regreted 
her Death, becauſe ſhe would have done him 
Service, and taken his Daughter to live with 
her, which was worth two of another Girl 
whom this Lady had taken out of the Hoſpi- 
tal. I ſeem'd wholly ignorant of the Story, 
and defired to know it; ſo he related all 
S$ilvia's Hi word for word as it was in the 
Letters, and blam'd her Conduct about the 
Secretary who was dead in Priſon, ſpeaking 
contemptibly of her: But, ſaid he, ſuch Peo- 
ple have the beſt Fortune; for, notwithftand- 
ing ſhe is ſo well known, ſhe has lit on a 
young Man who is very rich, and at his own 
diſpole, having none but his Mother, who is 
determin'd never to marry again, and he is 
mad to have her; indeed he 'knows nothing 
of all I have told you, but her Beauty has 
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inchanted him; and la Morin, who paſſes for 
her Aunt, and did help her to pilfer the 
Dutcheſs's Money and Jewels, would have 
me help to cheat the poor Devil, and has 
offer'd a hundred Louisa ors to me, to own 
Silvia for m — and fign the mar- 
riage Contract with Silvia and her Cully: 
And I muſt tell you, Sir, my Quality con- 
ferred on Silvia will add to her Charms in her 
Lover's Eyes. But, ſaid J, if the Cheat 
ſhould be diſcover'd, you will be puniſh'd. 
No troth, ſaid he, I will take care of that, 
far I will decamp ſo ſoon as I have the Money; 
I have at preſent no home, and where ſhall ff « 
he find me? Befides, he can learn nothing, 
for he will only hear that I had a Daughter 
about the ſame age, who was known no where I 
but in Provence, and that but to few; be- 
cauſe ſhe had been almoſt all her life with my 
Siſter in a Convent, and no body knows there 
that ſhe is dead; and Silvia, to prevent be- : 
ing known, lives in a place where ſhe is out li 
of all her Acquaintances knowledge, and will a 
doubtleſs take care, after ſhe is marry'd, that 
her Husband ſhall carry her along with him into 
Poiftou, where I hear his Eſtate lies. So that 
all that troubles me, ſaid he, is, that it gocs 
- againſt my Conſcience to cheat an honeſt 
oung Gentleman ſo baſely ; but I can't help 
it, for I ſhall not forbear to do it if Silvia 
comes to my Terms. What are they, ſaid I, 
more than the hundred Piſtoles? Ah ! there's 
ſomething more than the Money, /aid he, that 
I have a mind to; I hope to get ſomethin 
by my mock Son-in-law, but Silvia and I * 
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be nearer a-kin firſt, in ſhort I muſt have a 
Night's Lodging with her, before we fign and 
ſeal our Bargain. How ! ſaid I, that would 
be villainous indeed; this would be a cruel 
Cheat upon the poor Gentleman: You have a 
tender Conſcience indeed! My Soul now. 
boil'd with Rage, and I could ſcarce refrain 
from kicking the old Raſcal ; but I govern'd 
my ſelf in hopes to know more. I have writ 
my Mind, ſa:4 he, to the Jilt, and ſhe pre- 
tends to be angry, and has refuſed me ; but 
faith ſhe ſhall comply or I won't be her Fa- 
ther: She is young and handſome, and I have 
committed a thoulund mortal Sins that were 
not half ſo tempting, and my Conſcience 
won't be much overloaded with this one more. 
I trembled at his wicked Diſcourſe ; bur he 
went on. They preſs me very much to come 
to a Reſolution, ſaid he, that they may ac- 
uaint the Lover with his Miſtrels's noble 
Birth z and I received a Letter from la Morin 
laſt night, and you ſhall ſce it, for I have it 
about me; ſo he put it into my Hand. See 
whether I do not ſpeak the truth, ſaid he. I 
knew the Hand as well as my own, and I ſaw 
it was her writing, ſo I read it, and it con- 


tained theſe Words. 
The LETTER. 


as U want a great deal of intreating, Sir, 
and make us loſe Time; it is fifteen Days 
that you have made us wait, and ought to have 
done what <ve required; we are een Weary, 
aua Silvia is on the point of breaking off all Com- 
3k B 3 merce 
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merce with you. You muſt not think any 
more of what you f ropoſed, for ſhe will ne. 
ver conſent to it, and tis what you ought not 
zo inſiſt upon, ſhe will rather give you more 


Money : 1s it not amazing, that a Man of 


your age ſhould think of ſuch things : She 1; 
zerribly ſtandaliz'd at you, and furiouſly an. 
gry at ſuch a Propoſition. Come to-morrow at 
n200n to the place where <ve are uſed to meet, 
and due will ſee if ue can at laſt come to an 
3 on ſome other Terms; which, 
if you refuſe, wwe will look out for ſome 
other Perſon, leſs intereſted and more vir- 


ructss. 
| Adieu. 


I had no ſooner read this Letter, but I had 

a mind to keep it; ſo I took a piece of Pa- 
r out of my Pocket and ſlip'd that into his, 
my Man being ſo drunk he did not perceive 
it) and told him, he was to blame to carry 
fuch Letters about him, for fear he ſhould 
drop them, and make People think him an 
ill Perſon, You are in the right, Sir, ſaid he, 
| pray tear it. I did ſo, and threw it into the 
ire, that is to ſay, the piece of Paper I had 
took out of my Pocket: But I am — — 
J, that I have made you miſs of this Meet- 
ing today. Ah! faid he, that is no matter, 
I have done fo ſeveral times, 'tis the beſt way 
to humble the Baggage; let them dance after 
me, *tis the way to bring her to my Beck. 
Why don't you go to her Houſe? rr No, 
that would undo us, ſaid he, for her Lover is 
perperually there ; and I ſhould be taken 
| notice 
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notice of in the Neighbourhood : We always 
have our Rendezvous at the farthe(t part of 
the City, at the Tuilleries, near the great 
Fountain, and juſt at Noon when almoſt every 
body is at Dinner: We know how to play our 
Game, and ſo ſoon as Silvia is agreed, and the 
Jigg is over, I'll be gone to the Country, and 
then ſhe ſhall be declared to be my Daughter, 
and ingage her Spark to write to me, to de- 
mand her in Marriage: So he ſhall put the 
Letters into the Poſt-houſe himſelf, and I will 
receive and ſhew them to my Acquaintance 
there, as if they were really from my Daugh- 
ter; then I'll return to Paris: Silvia and her 
Lover ſhall come to meet me in a Coach on 
the Road, I will ſalute and bleſs them as m 
Children; then I will go and lodge at Ha 
and appear grand, treat Morin as my Siſter 
as is reaſon I ſhould : Thus we have contriv? 
the Matrer : What ſay you, Sir, are we not 
witty ? Do you not think we ſhall ſucceed ? 
Yes, doubtle's, ai4 J, the Fool will fall into 
the Trap afluredly : Tis an admirable Pro- 
jet, but I fear the End may be tragical to 
= H for if ag laſt diſcovers the Cheat, 
is Anger will fall all u ou. Let it, ſays 
be, — can find — r I will ſhew bim 
a Trick and be gone, ſo that he ſhall never 
find me. He told me a thouſand fooliſh Bra- 
vado's of the ſame kind. At laſt the Marquis 
of Querville came in, ſo I paid the Reckon- 
ing, and we went todine at a more creditable 
_ Rouviere would not leave us, but fol- 
d; and, as we were ending Dinner, ſome 
Friends of the Marquis's came in, ſo we 
* 4 enter'd 
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enter d into talk; and at laſt they propoſed 
playing. Cards were brought in, and they 
aſk'd me if I would make one; I was no 
Gameſter, and fear'd leſt they were ſome of 
the Sharpers, with which Paris abounds ; 
yet, having but little Money left about me, I 
reſolved to venture, and having better Luck 
than I expected, Querville and I undertook 
them, and beat them ſo that we got all their 
Money, and we were fain to pay their Share 
of the Reckoning ; and I gain'd three times 
the value of my Horſes, and all I had ſpent 
that Day. So ſoon as they were gone, the 
Marquis told me he was very glad to have 
regain'd his Money, for they were two Sons 

a Banker, who had empty'd his Pockets 
but two Days before ; which had obliged him 
to ſell his Horſes, which if I would return to 
him, be would give me ten Lomwis-4'ors to 
boot. I told him I could not, becauſe I had 
ſent them home to my Mother's. 80 he was 
contented with this Excuſe, and we went to- 
gether to the Opera, and left Rowvitre to go 
to ſleep his drunken Fit over in ſome Hole or 
other. The Marquis and I ſupp'd together, 
and it was very late when we parted, and it 
froze very hard; twas a fine Night, and one 
of the Drawers of the Tavern carried a 
Flambeau to light me, becauſe I had ſent my 
Footman home with the Horſes, and order'd 
him not to come back. I had drank more 
Wine than uſual, and ſo a Whim took me in 
the Head, that it would be an excellent Co- 
medy to go and bolt in upon my Miſtreſs at 
that unſcaſonable Hour, to ſee her 8 — 
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and Morin's, at the Treatment I ſhould give 
them ; and I prepared my ſelf to laugh hear- 
tily, and went thither with no other Deſign 3 
but, alas! I knew not my own Weakneſs : 
went almoſt quite croſs the City, from the 
Palace Royal almoſt to the Baſtile, and was 
ſo taken up with the Fancy of the Diverſion I 
was going to have, that I forgot to bid the 
Drawer wait to light me home when I enter'd 
Silvia's, but gave him ſomething and ſent 
him away. It was ſo late that ſhe was un- 
drefling to go to bed. What brings you at 
this late Hour? ſaid my Miſtreſs, Uing, Is 
Midnight a Time for viſiting? Where have 
you been all this day, that we did not ſee you ? 
indeed I was very uneafy to know how you got 
home laſt night. Ah! ſaid I, ironically, I 
have only met with a trifling Affair that a lit- 
tle concerns the 2 «> Bawd, your 
—_— venerable mock Aunt, to bring her 
to the Gallows or Pillory, a Gentleman of 
Mons, that is to be your very near Relation. 
At theſe words Silvia and her Aunt look'd on 
one another with the utmoſt ſurprize; at 
which I burſt out a laughing. Parblen, 
to Silvia, if you have a mind 
to a Gallant, I think I am worth two of an 
old Man, and inſtead of aſking a hundred 
Piſtoles of you, I will give you ſome of mine z 
and, in my Opinion, the time I have ſpent in 
courting you ought to be conſider d: Tis true, 
you cannot paſs for my Daughter (chen turn- 
ing to la Morin) a propos, Good Madam, ſaid 


J. your good Brother in Iniquity did not come 


to the Tuilleries to meet you to day, as you 
Bs rd ʒ 
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defir'd ; but here is your Letter, write ano- 
ther preſently, to preſs him to a Concluſion, 
really the time preſſes; if Rowvitre ſtill per- 
fits ro kiſs his adopted Daughter before he 
will fign Articles, you muſt look out for a more 
continent Father for the Girl, tho it coſts more 
Money: And you, my ſweet young Lady, 
did your bringing up coſt much? "Tis a pity 
Garreau is dead in Priſon, tis that 
= loved him extremely, ſo that you kept 

im company to the laſt moment, or elſe you 
had been united together by the Hangman, 
and tied up before the Town-honſe ; but what 
was then defe:r'd is not loſt ; go on, and — 
and your venerable Aunt may ſwing together 
ene time or other. Thus I inſulted them, 
and feaſted, nay even glutted my Revenge at 
large, whilſt they continued ſilent, and in ſuch 
a Conſternation and Diſorder as can be much 


better imagin'd than deſcribed, and the Scene, 


tho mute, was very diverting. Adieu, my 
pretty Moppet, ſaid 1, pray God convert you, 
or elſe PBeelzebub, to whom you belong, will 
take you. | 

I went to go out, but was hinder'd by Sil 
viz, who ſhut the Door, and threw herſelf in 
the gay, proſtrate at my Feet, hanging on 
my . and embracing them, ſo that, tho 
I rud ly puſh'd her from me, yet I could not 
free my ſelf; the Tears ſtream'd down her 


Face. What would you have Traytreſs? ſaid 


J; let me ge Jeſt I do ſomething unbecoming 
me; my Rage is ſuch as I can ſcarce go- 
vern. You ſhall not go, ſaid ſte, unleſs you 
kill me, till you have heard me: I beg this 

k Faveur 
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Favour of you, by all you hold moſt dear to 
you. What can you ſay, ſaid I, to juſti 
your ſelf? can you think to gain Credit wi 
me any more, or vindicate the moſt vile and 
barbarous Defigns that ever Wretches did in- 
vent, to ruin one who honourably loved you ? 
I don't pretend to juſtify my ſelf in all, ſaid foe, 
I own that I have been to blame; but give 
me leave but to explain my Crimes, and I 
ſhall appear leſs criminal; believe me, I am 
more unfortunate than culpable, and the fear 
of loſing you has undone me; tis that has 
made me criminal, and had I loved you leſs, 
I had not offended you. | 
I cat my Eyes upon her as ſhe lay in this 
ſuppliant Poſture, and found my cruel Rage 
diſarm'd; her Eyes were bathed in Tears, and 
her ſnowy Boſom, by the opening of a light 
Night-gown. which ſhe had on, was expos'd 
to view ; her Hair, which ſhe had untied to 
put on her Night-dreſs, fell all diſhevell'd in 
fine Ringlets on her Breaſt, and cover d al- 
moſt all her Body; the Humility of her Look 
and Grief, gave a double Luſtre to her Charme, 
and ſhew'd me Beauties I had never found in 
that angelick Face before : in fine, my evil 
Genius govern'd, and I again adored this Idol 
of my deluded Soul, and forgot Reſentment. 
She ſeem'd a ſecond Mary Magdelaine in m 
fond Eyes, and I was melted into Love a 
ſoft Compaſſion. I lifted her up from the 
Ground, and let her ſay all ſhe would; but 
was in ſuch diſorder that I gave no- Attention 
to her Diſcourſe, for I was not my ſelf, but in 
4 State of Inſenſibility; a thouſand Paſſions 
ſtruggled 
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ſtruggled in my Breaſt, and rack'd my labour- 


Jl 


ind; I remain'd a long time thus. At 
I came a little to.my ſelf, and ſaid no more 
but that I would come again the next Day, 
when my Mind was more compoſed ; that ſhe 
ſhould the mean time examine thoſe Papers, 
and endeavour to juſtify herſelf, tho ſhe 
could not, I found, altogether deny what they 
contain'd. I made her promiſe to give them 
back to me ; and to afſure her of my return, 
I accepted a Ring of great Price which ſhe 
pull'd off her Finger, as a Pledge; which I 
was to reſtore at my return. Going out I caſta 
furious regard on la Morin, whom I thought to 
be Silvias Ruin. The Paſſion and Diſtraction I 
had been in, had ſuch an Effect upon my Bo- 
dy, that I was now become perfect . 
and no more in drink than if I had been all 
day faſting ; but I found my ſelf ſo weak and 
diſpirited, that I was fain to knock at a Door 
where I ſaw ſome Light in the Houſe, and 

et a Servant to fetch me a Chair to carry me 
e; ſo I paſt the night in more Diſquiet 
than the preceding. I was now aſham'd of 
my own Weakneſs, and ftrove to reſiſt the re- 
turns of a Paſſion that was too ſtrong for my 
Reaſon. In ſhort, I threw my ſelf into a 
violent Fever before Morning, with thinking ; 
ſo that I remain'd for eight Days fo fick, both 
in Body and Mind, that my Life was thought 
in great danger by the Phyficians ; and havin 
no great Love or Attachment to the World, 
I was not only willing but deſirous to die, to 
be rid of my Troubles; and I had aſſuredly 


reccived the fatal Arreſt with Joy but my 
” 4 Hour 
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Hour was not come; I had not lived to 
be overwhelm'd with Infamy and Diſgrace, 
nor had yet fuffer'd the Miſeries Fate had 
decreed me to ſuffer ; but Heaven puniſh'd 
me for not ſubmitting as I ought to its Will; 
and in eight Days my Fever left me. Some- 
body had been often to inquire after my 
Health, during my Illneſs, from a Perſon un- 
known, whoſe Name they would not diſcover 
which when I heard, I doubted not but it was 
from Silvia. This touch'd me more, and I 
wiſh'd ardently to find her innocent ; and tho 
I had ſuch Aſſurances to the contrary, yet I 
at leaſt hoped ſhe would appear leſs guilty 
when I had heard her; ſo my firſt Viſit was 
to her. But by the way I muſt tell you, that 
my Mother, who did not imagine that I had 
had the Weakneſs to ſee Silvia again; and 
believed that the Illneſs I had had, proceed- 
ed from the trouble of Mind I had fuffer'd in 
vanquiſhing my Paſſion, and keeping my Re- 
ſolutions, my ſending home the es having 
confirm d her in her Opinion of my Sincerity, 
was extremely concern'd ; and had been fo 
tender of me in my Sickneſs, that I could not 
but think my ſelf under the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 
tions not to break my Word with her ; nay, 
ſhe had been ſo generous as to ſeem to great- 
ly pity my Condition, and to regret that Si/- 
via was ſuch a Perſon as was unworthy my 
Love. I had always greatly loved and re- 

— wy Mother, but now both increaſed 

her; ſo that at laſt I reſolved to quite a- 
bandon Silvia to oblige her; and in that Re- 
ſalution I went to her. = 
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And tho I had been ſick but fo ſhort a 
time, yet I was extremely alter'd, and my 
Spirits were quite ſunk, I had prepared my 
ſelf to reſtore her Ring to her, and bid her 
adieu for ever, and hoped I ſhould have Con- 


fancy and Reſolution to do it; but it 
was not long ere I was undeceived. i found 
her ſo pale and changed that I was ſurpriz'd, 


and ſhe look'd as bad as I did ; her Eyes bad 
loſt their brightneſs, the Roſes in her Cheeks 
were faded, and yet I found new Charms in 
that bumble and tender Sadneſs which 
appear d in every down-caſt look, and I had 
pity on her ; and that Compaſſion awaken'd 
my Tenderneſs ſo, that I forgot all my Reſo- 
lutions, and, far from ſaying the ſevere things 
that I had defign'd, I thought of nothing but 
of comforting and conſolating her: What, 
alas, was my Weakneſs! I wiped the falli 
Tears which I had cauſed her to ſhed, an 
begg'd her to weep no more; and to excuſe 
the cruel things that I bad ſaid to her in the 
firſt Tranſports of my Paſſion, and attribute it 
all ro that which I was not maſter of; and 
that I had been fufficiently puniſh'd by the 
Regret I had bad for it, which had brought 
me to the weak Condition ſhe ſaw me in, the 
which I begg'd her not to redouble by letting 
me {ee how much ſhe reſented it. In fine, | 
did all that was poſſible to comfort her, and to 
let her ſee that ſhe had as much power over 
me as ever. 

This tender and reſpectſul Treatment, which 
ſhe did not expeR, revived her a little, and 
the tender languiſhing Glances ſhe caſt ſome- 

times 
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times upon me, and the deep Sighs ſhe vented 
from her ſnowy Breaſt, — pierced my Soul. 
She perceived my Diſorder, and took hold of 
theſe favourable Moments not to juſtify herſelf, 
ſhe ſaid ; but only to convince me, that ſhe 
did not altogether merit the crue} Treatment 
I had given her. 

Here, Sir, ſai4 /be, is the Papers, which I 
return to you: I know both the Hand and 
Author; and the Impoſtor has reaſon to a- 
vouch, That he has no A verſion for me, and 
did not write them out of Hatred, but, on the 
contrary, out of Love; and ſuch a Love as I 
have rejected: But, Sir, ſaid /be, are you in 
a Condition to hear me? then ſhe gently took 
bold of my Hand; pray tell me, are you able 
to hear me talk? Yes, Madam, fal J. 1 
defire to hear your Juſtification, tho my fond 
Heart has already ſcal'd it in my Breaſt ; but 
ak on, for your own Satisfaction. 

Well then, Sir, ſaid He, I ſhall not deny 


the truth in any kind ; all that has been writ-- 


ten to you is truth in moſt of its Circum- 
ances, and in all outward Appearance; yet 
there are Secrets, and icular Motives » 
occafion'd thoſe Tranſattions, which are known 
to none but Monfieur the Governor of Ville- 
blain, Madam Morin and my ſelf ; and thoſe 
are what I am going to diſcloſe to you. 
I was glad to hear her name ſo honourable 
a Perſon for a Witneſs as that Gentleman, 
who was a near Relation of my Mother's, and 
a Man of great Integrity, and incapable of 
ſupporting or atteſting any falſnood; and there- 
fore I doubted not of coming to a A 
now- 
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knowledge of the truth of whatever ſhe ſaid; 
but I ſaid nothing to her that I knew him, but 
gave e to all ſhe ſaid, ſo ſhe 


Tt is moſt true, That I never knew either 

Father or Mother ; but I know very well 
who they were : Neither was I born of a law- 
ful Mags but 1 am no ways anſwerable 
for that. It is alſo true, That I was . 
a helpleſs Infant, and receiv'd into the Hoſpi- 
tal, and there bred up to eight Years old, 
and then taken thence by the Dutcheſs of 
Cranves, who knew that I was there long be- 
fore ſhe ſaw me: But now, Sir, I muſt tell 

ou how all this came about. 

This Dutcheſs was, you know, Siſter to 
Monfieur the Marquis 4e Buringe, who died 
at the Siege of Candia, with Monſieur 4c 
Beaufort, he was my Father; he was there 
mortally wounded, and before he died he had 
time enough to make a Will, all writ by his 
own Hand, and directed to his Siſter the 
Dutcheſs, declaring, That being now readgto de- 
part this Life, and to go to render an Account 
7 God of all his Actions, he thought it neceſſa- 
ry for the clearing of his Conſtience, to reveal 
that he had had a Love-intrigue with one of 
his Mother's Attendants, @ young Gentlewo- 
man, by whom he had had a Daughter; but 
that, being a younger Brother of three, aud 
at that time in no Condition to make Provi- 
ſion fer her and the Child, being himſelf not 
of age, and beſides deſtin'd to be of the Order 
of the Knights of Malta, ſo that he could uot 


marry, he had been obliged to let this * 
1 e 
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be expoſed at the Hoſpital-gate, nos knowing 
whom to confide in to take care of it, my Mo- 
ther dying in Child bed: So he acquainted the 
Dutcheſs with the Day and Hour, and all 6- 
ther Marks by which T could be known, and 
deſired her to take this Child : Declaring how 
great aGrief it had been to him, that he had 
not been able to take it himſelf, ſince the 
Death of his two elder Brothers, who died 
before him: Excuſing himſelf, that he had 
been ſo Aſbamed that I had ſtaid there ſo long, 
that he could not tell how to do it publickly. 
Then he beſought her as his only Heir and 
Siſter, to take care of me; and to oblige her 
to do ſo, he generouſly gave no Legacies ; but 
put into her Hands (as a Proviſion for me) all 
that he had in the World This Will, or De- 
claration, was deliver'd into her Hands open, 
by Monfieur Je Villeblain, to whom my Fa- 
ther had declared all this when dying, and 
whom he named in this Writing, to the End 
that he might ſolicit his Siſter to execute 

this his laſt Will and Deſire. | 
So the Dutcheſs determin'd to take me from 
the Hoſpital, but did not publiſh her Brother's 
ſecret Orders to the World for many Reaſons, 
only cauſed this Writing to be ſhew'd to 
the Governors of the Hoſpital 5; and Madam 
Morin, in whom the Dutcheſs put an intire 
Confidence, was order'd to take notice of me, 
when the Dutcheſs came to demand me, ſo 
that I might be known to her. I was firſt 
ſhew'd to Madam Morin, after which the 
Dutcheſs came there herſelf, and came intothe 
publick Room where the Children are taught 
to 


— 


cauſed me to be educated with all the care ima- 
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to work, Monſieur de Villeblain being with 


her. Madam Morin was to kiſs me, for that 
was the Signal that ſhe was to give ; ſhe did 
ſo, and the Dutcheſs looking upon me aid, 
'That there was no need of an Sional, for ſhe 
could have diſtinguiſh'd me from a thouſand 
others, becauſe I was the very Picture of my 
Lord her Brother. Then ſhe afk'd me of the 
Directors, and made a very magnificent Pre. 
ſent to the Hoſpital for their care of me, and 
ſo took me thence. 

This, Sir, was the means of my coming in- 
to that noble Lady's Care and Family; not by 
Accident, but becauſe I was really her Niece, 
And 'tis not without juſt Cauſe that I am ſaid 
to regret Garreau's Death, for he had this 
Writing of my Father's to the Dutcheſs, which 
ſhe put into his Hands, for th: Reaſons I ſhall 
acquaint you withal in the Sequel. And if 
you will do me the favour only to ſearch into 
the truth of what I tell you, by aſking the 
Directors of the Hoſpital, ſome of which are 
yet living, they will confirm what I ſay, and 
do me juſtice: And Monſieur ge Villeblain is, 
God be praiſed, till in Fele. whom | 
ſhall make uſe of as a Witneſs of greater Mat. 
ters of concern to me than theſe: it is a Year 
and half fince' I laſt ſaw him, but Madam 
Morin mer him not long fince at Petit St. An- 
toine; and he can inform you of the truth of 
every Syllable of what I ſay: And this is what 
relates to my Birth. | 

So foon as I 'came to the Dutcheſs's, ſhe 


ginable, and I was bred —— LE% 
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and taught to ſing, dance, play on the Muſick, 
and all forts of Accompliſhments, at a great 
Expence; which was taken great notice of : 
and I was not treated as a mean Domeſtick, 
to whom it is not uſual to give a Governeſe, 
ſuch as Madam Morin, a Waiting-woman, 
and a Footman, the very ſame I have at this 
preſent, who will not deny what I ſay, nor 
can: And this is very different from what 
your Intelligencer informs you. And now I 
ſhall come to the moſt eflential Part of all, 
that is what concerns my Conduct: This villa- 
by WW nous Writer accuſes me of a ſecret and crimi- 
ece. WW nal converſe with Garreau, and ſays the 
id Dutcheſs was diſpleaſed with me, and made 
this it appear by her Laſt Will and Teſtament. 
ich his Lady had, tis true, a great Deſire to 
nal fee me ſettled in the World before her death, 
| iti and ſo = her n Garreau, who was a 
into ng Gentleman reat Capacity, ve 
— and of a * 5 Pamity 3 2 che 
are Commendations I give him, ſaid foe, will 
and —— be ſuſpected as not his due from my 
18, outh, where fore I ſhall ſay no more. The 
mi Dutcheſs perceived that he had no diſlike to 
lat: me, ſo ſhe propoſed me to him; on which he 
car WW own'd that he loved me; ſhe liked of him, 
am WW and countenanc'd him in his Addreſſes to me; 
Ju. on which he was extremely obliging and court- 
of ly towards me; which gave Occaſion for theſe 
nat WY Reports of our having an Amour together. 
The Dutcheſs having told me, that ſhe de- 
ſhe W fign'd him for a Husband for me, I was oblig'd 
na- to receive his Viſits, which were v 
ty, quent becauſe we lived in the ſame Family to- 
By gether ; 
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gether; yet none but Madam Morin was privy 
to the Secret of the Dutcheſs's Deſign, or the 
Motive of her taking ſuch care of me; fo 
that her Conduct procured me the Envy of all 
her Domeſticks, for ſhe treated me as if 
had been her own Daughter, and this was ſur- 
prizing to them, ſeeing I did not render her 
any Service: And Valeran, the Steward of 
her Houſhold, who had obliged me, by his 
unmannerly behaviour towards me, to make a 
Complaint to the Dutcheſs againſt him, for 
which he had been once put away and ſevere- 
ly reprimanded, egg'd the reſt of the Servants 
on to murmur againſt me. But before I go 
on any farther, Sir, it is neceflary that | tell 
you that this Man, who had marry'd one of 
the Dutcheſs's Waiting-women in the Family, 
was ſo great a Villain as to deſire to ruin me, 
and had the Impudence once to tell me, that 
the Dutcheſs, who was very ſickly, would not 
live long, and thar then I ſhould do well to 
ſeek to make Friends that could maintain me 
in the manner ſhe had bred me and not flat- 
ter my ſelf that ſhe would leave me what ſhe 
1 defign'd, for her Heirs would get her 

ill ſet afide, at leaſt what concern d me in 
jt; and then ſaucily offer'd himſelf to ſupport 
me. This Offer I received with ſuch diſdain 
as it merited 5 nay he offer'd to kiſs me, 
and received a ſmart Box of the Ear from 
my Hand, as a Reward ; befides which | 
threatned to make a ſecond Complaint againſt 
him, but I did not do it that ſame Day, in 
which I was to blame, becauſe his Wife was 
all day waiting on the Dutcheſs, and I thought 

& 
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it not to mention it in her preſence. 
At night, having inform'd himſelf her 
that I had not mention'd his Name that day to 
her Grace, he grew ſo bold as to venture to 
enter my Chamber at Midnight, without be- 
ing heard by me or my Waiting-woman, thro' 
whoſe Room he paſt to come to mine; and I 
was waked out of my ſleep by feeling his cold 
Hand on my Boſom, on which I leap'd out of 
Bed, crying out for — ; he catch'd me in 
his Arms, a gb no. much 
that I carried the Mar his Rudeneſs in 
the Bruiſes he gave me, a long time after; 
but not being able to ſtop my Cries, ſome of 
the other Domeſticks came and reſcued me 
out of his Hands. I was fo frighted that I 
ran directly, in my Shift, to the Dutcheſs's 
Chamber, who took me into Bed ; his Wife 
came and caſt herſelf on her Knees by the 
Bed-fide, to beg his Pardon of me, but in 
vain, In the Morning the Dutcheſs had him 
baſtinado'd out of the Palace by the Footmen, 
in my preſence, and commanded her Si to 
never let him have Entrance there any more, 
on the Peril of loſing his Place, * 
Thus he remain d baniſh'd for two Months, 
and then was pardon'd by this good Lady and 
reſtored to his Place, at the Prayers and In- 
treaties of his Wife, who ſhe loved, being an 
old Seryant that had lived with her Grace's 
Father : I alſo interceded for him on his pro- 
miſing to amend, without which ſhe had ne- 
ver permitted his return. On his admitance 
be aſk'd my Pardon on his Knees in publick, 
whilſt I ſat at Table with the Dutcheſs ; on 


which 
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which I not only forgave, but was very 
to him; but took care never to ſuffer him to 
ſpeak to me alone: But having reduced him 
to Deſpair, and his Love being now converted 
into ſecret Rage, he incenſed all the other 
Domeſticks againſt me, who gloſs'd on my 
Conduct with Gerreau, and ſtrove to diſcover 
the Reaſons of my being ſo highly reſpected 
by the Dutcheſs, and my being ſo civil to this 
y Gentleman. At laſt one of the Foot. 
men inform'd me of this Villain's Proceedings, 
on which I renew'd my Complaints when 
Monfieur the Governor of Villeblain was there, 
from whom 1 did not conceal my Griefs be- 
cauſe he had ever ſcem'd to be my very good 
Friend, and becauſe the Dutcheſs, for the 80 
Reaſons I have told you (to which I was then Fe 
a Stranger) did always uſe to tell him all that 
happen d to me, or that I did. I generally 
eat with her Grace alone, and no Perſon but ¶ le 
my ſelf, in the Family, was ever admitted to i © 
that Honour. Monfieur e Villeblain ſtaid E 
Dinner, and we were only us three at Table. Mt 
Valeran came to take away, as uſual ; ſo Nef 
I ſpake and ſaid, Madam, I humbly beg your 0 
Grace to inſtruct Valera to behave himſelf 
better, and not to ſay the things he does of £ ® 
me unleſs they are truth; if they are, let him eon 
declare it, for it is fit your Grace ſhould know IIb 
them. Valeran, ſaid I with ſcorn, I would 
very fain know who gave you Authority to cen- 
ſure ny Actions? and to make me the Sub- 
ject of your impertinent Converſations with 
the reſt of your mean Companions, ſuch as the 
Footmen : if you know any thing —— 
thy 
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i Jay in me, ſpeak it here, not behind my 
o Back: 1 hoped my Goodneſs towards you, 
 Wwould have converted you; but I ſee 'tisin 
4 Wrain : Are you not a Lyer and a Villain? 
r peak. What is the matter, ſaid the Dutcbeſt, 

ſomething new ? Yes, Madam, ſaid J, there 
* ſtands the Wretch who reports me to be a 
aue Creature, to your diſhonour as well as 


mine; and, if he is to be believ'd, your 
. Grace receives into your Bed, and eats with a 
*, Froſtitute: For theſe Injuries to us both, I 
4. r from you. 
he Raſcal ſeem'd half dead, and could 
not ſpeak one Word ; when the Dutcheſs 
looking fiercely on him, ſaid, Valeran, be 
out of my preſence, and never more ſet 
Foot on this place, unleſs you reſolve to never 
mention &] more but with ſuch reſpect as 
becomes ſuch a Scoundrel as you to uſe to 
Perſons like her and me ; you very ill re- 
compenſe the Generofity ſhe has ſhewn to 
: Mademoiſelle, /ai4 /he to me, do with 
lim what you pleaſe, you were the ſole Cauſe 
ſo ef his A af to ſerve me again, do 
\ur your ſelf juſtice on him as you think fit; cauſe 
kim to be driven hence with Baſtinadoes again, 
of Jer let him ftay ; tis equal to me what be- 
im | comes of him: But I know this, that if ever 
ow © bear that he ſpeaks one word diſreſpe&fully 
114 Nef you again, I will do my ſelf and you am- 
en- ¶ ple juſtice upon him: And from this Hour I 
ub- would have all my Domeiticks know, that 
ith eu have as much power over them as my 
the elf; uſe this Raſcal as you pleaſc, I will ap- 
or- | prove. whatever you do. » pray par- 


thy don 
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don him this time, ſai4 the Governonur de Vil. 
leblain to ne; Mr. Valeran, you are happy 
to belong to ſuch noble Ladies; if this Com. 
plaint had been made to ſome other Perſons, 
there are thoſe in the World that might have 
revenged this young Lady's Injuries on you in 
another manner: you know not who ſhe is; 
let me adviſe you to be careful what you ſay 
of her. That's all I defire, Sir, ſaid J. Tel 
him your ſelf, Mademoiſelle, ſaid the Durcheſ, , 
what you determine concerning him, your Or.. 
ders ſhall be executed; ſpeak not to me, Wl. 
li 
ct 


but to him. Well, Yaleran, ſaid J, fince her 
Grace is ſo pleaſed, remember this is the ſe- 
cond time I forgive you; but be aflured that 
I will never pardon you a third: Go, and 
mind your Duty as I do mine, and take notice 
my Patience is at an end if you offend + 
ain. 

: I think, Sir, ſaid Silvia to me, no body's 
Part could be more highly and publickly taken 
than mine; but I did not as yet know the 
Reaſon, or that I had the Honour to be her 
Grace's Niece, and I behaved my ſelf fo as | 
did, only becauſe I was order'd to treat all the 
Domeſticks as my Inferiors, and not to ſuffer 
them to be familiar with me. This you may 
believe mortified Valeran ſufficiently, who 
, from that Moment doubtleſs ſtudied Revenge: 

And therefore it is no wonder that he has writ 
theſe Letters to Madam your Mother, and to 
you, for I very well know it to be his Hand, 
for he forgot doubtleſs to diſguiſe it ; for which 
Reaſon he defired that you would not ſhew it 


to me. However, from this Quarrel he * 
| ; Is 
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is Tongue, Garreau having alſo caned him 
— To the Domeſticks, for which he be- 
came his irreconcilable Enemy; but could not 
ſhew his Reſentments till the Dutcheſs's'death, 
when he took his Revenge in a' manner ſuiting 
ſuch a Perſon ; for he was the Occafion of 
Garrean's Impriſnment, and of his dying un- 
der the blackeſt Infamy that ever was put up- 
on an innocent Perſon, And now I muſt come 
to Particulars, and clear my own Innocence 
and his from the Guilt this Villain has charg d 
ic, ¶ upon us, for we are a” concern'd, and a- 
* ——— of the Robbery of which he ac- 
ſe-Mcuſes us and Madam Morin. 1 
ut 1 have told you that the Dutcheſs had 
nd Wi geſtin d Garreau for my Husband ; ſhe fellfick 
ice ¶ juſt as ſhe defign'd to have had us marry d; ſhe” 
receiv'd a confiderable Sum of Money by the 
dale of ſome Lands belonging to the Marquis 


ly Wie Buringe, my Father; which Money I may 
ken Wiftly ſay belong'd to me, ſince ſhe who was 
the his ſole Heir was pleaſed to regard it as ſuch; 


nd to give it me: Her ſudden Illneſs made 
her reſolve to do all ſhe thought proper durin 
ter life, and not to leave me to be expoſed. 
to her Heirs after her death, to have a Conteſt 
perhaps with them, and to be cheated, fear- 
Ing they might not acknowledge me to be of 
heir own Blood, and treat me as ſuch. *Tis 
me, my Father's Declaration under his Hand 
ould prove me ſuch, but then there muſt be 
Law-ſuits; and I being left helpleſs and friend- 
ls, ſhould be unable to cope with ſuch power- 
ul Adverſaries : So ſhe firſt conſulted Mon- 
zur the Governor of Yilleblain, who was a 
Vor. II. C | 


long 


Dutcheſe s Conduct towards me, gave ſome 
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long time lock'd up with her alone, and then 
we were call'd into the Chamber to her Grace 
and him, that is, Madam Morin (who was 
privy, to the Secret) Garreau, and I; and 
there it was that I firſt learn'd who I was, 1 
leave you to imagine how glad I was at this 
News : She put the Writing my Father had 
ſent to her at his Death, intoGarreau's Hands, 
having firſt witneſs'd it herſelf, and made the 
Governor, Monſieur de Villeblain, do the ſame. 
Carreau received it with inexpreſſible Satil- 

ion, you may believe; for he had till then 
believed I was a Perſon not greatly born, as 
I my ſelf, and moſt others. thought, tho the 


Suſpicions of that truth which was now re- 
veal'd. She ſaid to Garreau, that ſhe had 
chang'd her Reſolutions of having us marry d 
at that time, and would leave me at my own 
iy ; and to put you out of the Power df 
my. Heirs if I die, and to avoid your being 
troubled with Law-ſuits, ſaid /be, i 
in my life-time, give you the Money which | 
have received of Monſieur 4 Anet, and I here 
ive it you; but Sia ſhall be the ſole 
iſtreſs of it till you are married, and it ſhal 
be poſſeſe d by the laſt Liver, for you ſhall 
ſettle it on her as a Jointure, ſo you ſhall live 
on the Uſe, and what elſe Lleaye you, which 
is my ſmall Diamonds, all except my great 
ewels, and I ſhall deliver them into Silvia! 
power before I die, in preſence of my Heirs, 
who will not find fault, becauſe I ſhall leave 


will now, 
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her no great matter in my Will to occaſion 
Diſputes ; in that I will only mention, that! 


have 
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have diſpoſed of this Sum of Money which I. 
ce have given her, but ſhall not mention to 
ir whom, or wherein it was to be imploy' d. 
| 


Theſe: were the Reaſons' for which the 
Dutcheſs: left me no more than ten thou- 

as BY ſand Livres in ready Money, in her Will, and 
ad a ſmall Income for my Life of twelve hundred 
ds, Livres a-year ; and not as Vuieran 8 
he becauſe ſhe was difpleas'd with Garreau and 
ne. me. We did as ſhe order'd, and I took the 
til. Money and carry'd it to a ſafe plate; where 
zen BY 1 bad it put out for me, and where it ſtill re- 
as mains entire, for I have not dimini ſ'd it. Lalſo 
the fign'd/a Promiſe of Marriage to Garreau, and 
me be ſign'd another to me, with an Agreement, 
re. by which a third part of this Money was gi- 
had ven to me for Pin · money, as I'd Theſe 
̃ Writings were ſhewn'to the Dutcheſs and Go- 
vernor, and ſign d in their pre ſence, with their 
Approbation, for we acted thus by their Or- 
ders; and took an Oath in their preſence, td 
be marry'd together as ſoon as'we could do it 
with conveniency. And here, Sir, aid, ſbe:to' 
me, giving me a Paper, is 
hich I have till kept. I loaded on it, and 
ſound it true. IN 2 53.51 * 11301 429A 
The day aſter this Agree 5 Monſteur 
the Marquis 4 Anomace and Mademoiſelle e 
Tonnai, the  Dutcheſs's Nephew and Niece, 
he by the Dutcheſs's fide and ſhe by the 
Duke's, the ſole and only-Heirs of the two 
Families of Cramves and Burinpe, of which the 
Dutcheſs was Dowager and jetor, came 
to ſee her ; on which ſhe ſent to Monfieur 
Villeblain to come to her, and ſo ſoom as he 
C 2 arri ved 
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arrived I was call'd for, and the Attendants Mi 


_ diſmiſs'd the Room, ſhe ſpake to this 
Lord and Lady before me in this manner: 
My Death will ſoon, my dear Niece and 
Nephew, render you Maſters of all that I now 
eſs : I have made my Will, at which l 
pe you will not be diſpleaſed, becauſe the 
greateft Article that I have made of a Legacy 
is what regards Silvia, why is before you; 1 
will alſo give her a Part of my Jewels, which 
I mention to you that you may not aſk after 
them when J am dead, and therefore I ſhall 
do it now in your preſence to prevent Diſputes ; 
So ſhe call'd for them, and giving them to me, 
ſaid, Here, my dear Silvia, keep ſome of 
them for my Sake, to remember me, and 
ſell the reſt, if you think proper, for your 
Occaſions on your Marriage; I give them to 
you, and they are now yours. I accepted them 
with my Eyes brim- full of Tears, being ſcarce 
able for Grief to thank her. 

+ Then ſhe turn'd to her Niece : Theſe ſmall 
Jewels, ſaid He, Madam, are not worth 
our acceptance; here is my — ones whic 

eed of any thing, 

keep them for my ſake; and for you, Nephew, 
would have juſt reaſon to complain if I 
Would forget you: I leave = my Palace 
with-the Furniture, my Plate, Horſes, and all 
that belongs to this place, excepting only my 
Wardrobe of Clothes, and Body Linen, with 
the Trunks and all they contain, and the Fur- 
niture in Silvias Apartment, which 1 give 
to her from this Hour; and that- you 
would rather add to, than diminiſh or 3 

| * WI 
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with her. All this I have orderd by my 
Will, and am very glad that I can now tell 
ou of it before I die; I have alſo left her a 
wall Sum of Money, and revenue for her 
Life ; pray do not cavil with her about it, for 
ſhe merits your Eſteem, and I recommend 
her to you: Give me your Promiſe, both of 
you, to take care of her, and to do all that 
les in your power for her: I ſhall not tell you 
at preſent the Reaſons that oblige me to 
make you this Requeſt, tis ſufficient that I 
deſire it of you. They both promiſed all ſhe 
aſk'd, and they have indeed kept their Words; 
that I have great reaſon to reſpe& and praiſe 
em. | | 1 4 

She afterwards told them, That ſhe ſhould 
not leave them much ready Money, becauſe 
ſhe had diſpoſed of all ſhe thought fit for the 
good of her Soul; but that they would find no 
Debts to pay, having fince her Wadowhood, 
and the Death of her Brothers, acquitted all 


the Debts of both Families. She aſſo recom- 


mended Garreau to them as a Perſon of great 
Integrity, and one who had ſerved her with 
great Fidelity and Affection; and by his care 
of her Affairs, had greatly contributed to the 

utting her into a ition to pay all the 
Creditors. After this ſne made me a Sign to 
withdraw, and talk'd a great while with them 
and Monſieur Villeblain alone, about me 
doubtleſs; for when they came forth of her 
Chamber, they both embraced me tenderly, 
and aſſured me of their Friendſhip, in a man- 
ner that made me conclude they were inform d 


who I was. : 3.{ 14-31 1483.16. 1 
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They are now marry'd together, about x 
Tear ago, and 'tis impoſſible but you muff 
know them, being Perſons of ſuch Quality : | 
offer them for to witneſs what I tell you, and 
they are Perſons worthy of credit, and both 
living and in perfect health. 

The Marquis being young, and having no 
body in the Palace to have an eye, in caſe the 
Dutcheſs ſhould die, and fearing to diſpleaſe her 
if he had gone about to look over and lock up 
any of the Plate or Furniture, he order'd V. 
leran, not knowing what a Villain he was, to 
take care of all; and promis'd to keep him 
in his Service in the ſame Poſt he now fd 
under the Dutcheſs; as he did, but the Raſ. 
cal ſtaid not long, but was ſoon turn d away 
for his Impertinencies and brutal Deportment, 
He alſo promiſed a Recompence to this 


 Wretch ; and likewiſe defired me to have an 


eye over /aleran : But alas ! I was not in con- 
dition to oblige him when the Dutcheſs died, 
which was but four Days after; at which l 
was ſo afflicted, that I — every thing elſe 
but to lament the loſs of fo kind and generous 
A ProteQreſs and Friend, and — in my 


Chamber drown'd in Tears, with Madam Mc 
vin whom the Dutcheſs had recommended to 


me, and whom ſhe had commanded never to 
leave me till I was marry'd. 
Valeran was the ert Perſon that let me ſec 
that I had loſt the Power I had in the 
Dutcheſs's life-time ; for her Eyes were ſcarce 
cloſed, when he rudely evter'd the Chamber 
Into which I was retir'd, and under nce 
of abeying his new Lord, began, without any 
Apology, 
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Apology, to pull off the Coverings of my 
ag Meg and the Furniture of my 
Bed, pulling of the Gold and Silver Laces 
and Fringes : Madam Mori» made me take 
notice of this uncivil Uſage, for the Afflicti- 
on I was in made me mind nothing: But 
then I call d for ſome of the Servants, who 
entering put a ſtop to his villany; Then 1 
went to the Marquis 4 Ancmace, and ask d 
him if he had given Valeran Orders to unfur- 
niſh my Apartment? and he made me a thou- 
{and Excuſes for the Rudeneſs this Wretch had 
commigted; and order'd that nothing ſhould 
be touch'd, but every thing put into its place 
again; and alſo ſent me more than what her 
Grace had left me, by Valeran himſelf, that is 
a Pair of Silver Candleſticke, Snuffers and 
Snuff-diſh, a Baſon and Ewer, a Porringer with 
a Cover, a large Silver Cup, and ſeveral other 
Pieces of Plate, all which I fill have; and all 
the Furniture you ſee in this place, are the 
fame which the Dutcheſs left me. 

But Valeran not here : He knew her 
Grace had receiv'd a confiderable Sum of Mo- 
ney but ten Days before ſhe died ; this he 
mention'd to a Lawyer who took care of the -- 
Marquis of Anemace's Affairs, who gave credit 
to his Reports: The Inventory of all that was 
left was conſulted, and no mention being there 
found 'to be made concerning this Money, 
which her Grace had given me, and which I 
fill have, Garreau was ask'd where it was? 
be anſwer d, chat his deceaſed Lady had diſ- 
ed of it without the privity of any Perſon 
t herſelf. Valeran pretended he had ſtole 


C 4 it, 


had been treated, contrary to the expreſs Or- 
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it, and Garreau was arreſted, whülſt Monfieur 
4' Anemace was abſent from Paris; fo I went 
immediately to look for him in the Country, 
and made appear to him the Injuſtice that 
was done to an mnocent Man, whom his dy- 
ing Aunt had recommended to him: I alſo put 
him in mind of the Words ſhe had ſaid to 
him concerning this Money, when ſhe told 
him ſhe had left no ready Money, becauſe ſhe 
had diſpoſed of what ſhe had by her for the 
Repoſe of her Conſcience ; and then I gave 
him the true Rea ſons and Motives that made 
Valeran act thus wickedly. At which he was 
much ſurpriz'd,, and more to hear how Garreas 


ders which he had left with Valerau. So he 

ave me a Letter, in which he diſapproved of 
all that had been done, and promiſed me that 
he would be back to Paris in two Days, and 
that then he would go to Garreau himſelt, 
and make him amends for the Injury done 
him, and he did ſo; but Garreau would not 
leave the Priſon till his Accuſer had made him 
Reparation for his falſe Impriſonment, and the 
cruel Treatment he had received from him ; 
for the Archers, who had by his Orders ar- 
reſted him, had beat and bruiſed him ſo 
ik that they had broke ſomething with- 
in him, ſo that he died the fifth Day of his 
Impriſonment, pouring forth Blood from all 

arts of his Body, And I cannot as yet find 
_ to recover the Letter of my dead Fa. 
ther the Marquis of Zuringe, nor my Contract 
of Marriage which the Dutcheſs had put into 


* 
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This, Sir, ſata /be, is all I have to ſayin 
my own Juſtification, as to my act; and 
I think my Innocence is very apparent. Lou 
may inform your ſelf of the truth very eaſily, 
the Witneſſes I have named to you are Peo- 
ple whoſe Integrity is above being diſputed : 
and now nothing remains but what concerns 
Ronviere, and for this Article of my Accuſa- 
tion I ſhall not pretend to juſtify my ſelf, be- 
cauſe I am culpable, and it was -my Atm to 
put a Cheat upon you; but when you conſider 
the Reaſons that induced me to it, can you 
blame me? No, tis impoſſible ; ſure you will 
not condemn me. Here ſhe look'd tenderly 
upon me, and faid, You cannot but ſee that 
I facrificed my Innocence to gratify your Scru- 
ples, and choſe rather to be thought the 
Daughter of a poor Gentleman withour Titles, 
than to let you know that I was ſprung from 
more noble Blood, which I could not prove to 
you without a publick Diſcovery of ſuch Se- 
crets, and making fuch a noiſe in the World 
as would not be advantageous to you or me, 
fince it cannot add to my Fortune, which is 
ſufficient to advance me above my Ambition, 
You may remember what JI ſaid to you con- 
cerning my Birth, and how unwillinglyI ſeem'd 
to diſcloſe. it; tho it might have been an Ho- 
nour to me in another's Eyes, and I might 
have pleaded it as an Advantage, yet I ſo 
loved and reſpected you, that I could not think 
merited ſuch a Perſon, and fearing to own 
t, I {trove to conceal it from you by a Deceit. 
But Romwiere ought to have told you, on what 
Terms it was that I would have purchaſed the 

C5 Title 
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only forg ve, but 1 my Deceit. Bu 


and own, that 'tis not my Fault, but Misfor 
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his Daughter; it was, that he 
ſhould never ſee me again, bor which I would 
have given him a Preſent. I had ne. 
ver ſeen him before my Acquaintance with | 
ou, yet I did not e a that you ſhould no 
ve diſcover'd the eit in the End; for, 
alas ! how could my Fortune have agreed with 
the Poverty of his Daughter? and could you 
not have ſeen my true Name in the Regiſter 
of the Convent, where we were Goflips to the 
Child not five Months fince ? By all which 
you may perceive I am not uſed to ſuch vil 
Arts; and yet the fear ot loſing you, made 
me attempt to deceive you till you were mine 
and then, I vainly imagin'd you would not 


now you know my Birth, and all that relate 
to me, I am perhaps no longer worthy of you 
yet do not ceaſe to eſteem me, 'tis all I ask; 


tune, not to deſerve the Honour of your All: 
ance ; I acquit you of all your Promiſes, fox 
tunate that I have had this bleſt Opportunity 
of undeceiving you of the falſe Notions a Vi- 
lain had given you of me: for, Sir, tho m1 
Birth is not declared legitimate by the Las, 
yet I have always conſerv'd the noble Princi 
les of that illuſtrious Blood from which | 
prang, and have never ſhewn a Weaknel 
even to you Whom I have loved, and, I hope, 
Mall never make a falſe Step with another; 
and indeed I flatter'd my ſelf with living hap 
in your Arms, at theſe words ſhe wept, but 
that Hope is at an End; yet no other Mis 
Mall ever take your Place in my Affection 
0 1 * 
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a Convent ſhall bide my Shame and Grief, 
and convince you of my Sincerity ; and make 
you own that I was worthy your Efteem, 
the Integrity of my Life and Virtue when 
have left the World. 

I have now but two things left to ask of 
you : You ſeem'd to like my Ring, I beg'of 
to keep it; it may ſometimes re-mind you 
of me, that it was my Misfortunes, nor 


my Fault, that 1 me from you. I al- 
ſo beg that you will not retain any diſlike or 
hatred, to Madam Morin, for ſhe has done 
nothing but by my Order, nor ever propoſed 
one Crime to me; twas only Royviere, who 
had the Inſolence to make me ſuch a Propoſal; 
on which I was ſo inraged that I tore his Letter 
in pieces ; but by g fortune I have found 
the pieces, and kept them for you to ſee; bere 
ſhe put them into my Hand, ſaying, you may 
gat collect the pieces together, and read the 
vile Contents. Madam Morin anſwer'd it by 

Order, and tis without cauſe that you 
2 that Woman, for ſhe has never 
tived in any place but where Virtue has been 
practiſed, and is herfelf a Pattern of Good- 
neſs : if ſhe had not been ſuch, the Dutcheſs 
would not have admitted her to be her Com- 
panion and Confident, nor truſted her to bring 
me up ; for this Lady gave me to her Charge, 
as a Perſon fit to educate and take care of one 
ho was of her own Blood, and whom ſhe 
regarded as her own Child. I have now no 
more but thefe two Favours to ask of you, 
grant them and I fhall leave the World con- 


on emed, and, above all things, * 
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for all Commerce betwixt us ought now to be 
at an End, fince I can no more look upon you 
but with confuſion. I defire your Mother 
may have no more Occaſions of being dif- 
pleas'd with you on my Account; break off 
thoſe Chains you can no longer wear with Ho- 
nour, and let me retire to a Convent with that 
: Conſolation, that it was I myſelf that 
deſired you to quit me, and that you would 
not otherwiſe have done it: 80 I fhall not 
detain you any longer, but take a laſt Adiey 


ou. 
She roſe out of the Chair at theſe Words, 
after having talk'd ſo long, without my bei 

able to utter one word to interrupt her; and | 
caſt my Eyes upon her, and ſaw that hers were 
full of Tears, which ſhe in vain ſtrove to re- 
ſtrain. She would have been gone, to hide 
the Trouble ſhe was in ; but I held her, and 
forced her to fit down again. Then I threw 
my ſelf at her Feet, graſp'd her Hands, and 
we both wept — — unable to ſpeak: ; the 
manner of her bidding me farewel had pierced 
my very Soul, fo that I remain'd a long time 
in this Poſture, and our Hearts were ſo full of 
Grief, that all but our Eyes were motionleſs. 
What would you have? ſaid /be at laſt in 4 
Broken Voice, why do you hold me, and not 
be gone? Ah ! how can I leave you, ſaid I 
And thatwas all I could utter. - She made me 
riſe, and fit down in a Chair; where I re- 
main'd for above an Hour, like a Man bereft 
of his Senſes, without ſpeaking one word, 
and all that I could remember was, that ſhe 
was in the ſame Condition, At laſt I a little 


recover'd 


could 
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recover d Reaſon, and gettin — 
ſented her Ring to her, which 1 took 00 al 


Finger, but ſhe refuſed it; ſo I took lea 

and bid her farewel. But, alas! my Eyes 
ve my Tongue the lye : How beautiful did 

a 


— in this fatal Moment! and who 
ave reſiſted ſuch Charms! Never 
was there a more tender nor melancholy 
Parting. At laſt I told her, I would keep 
her Ring to bring it back another time; 
and that I would not take this as a laſt Fare- 
wel. She made me no Anſwer but with a 
Sigh, and a tender Glance, the Tears ftream- 
ing down her lovely Face, fo I left her mote 
in love with her than ever. 1130 
LI return'd home more penſi ve than when I 
went forth: I now thought of nothing but the 
divine, the injured $:/v1a, innocent and virtu- 
ous in all her Actions, who had no blemiſh 
but her Birth; yet that was noble, and ſhe 
was not to blame ! S$//vi4, who loved me 
with ſo chaſte, and yet fo tender a P:ffion ! | 
Silvia, who ſtrove to cheat me, only becauſe 
ſhe fear'd to loſe me! The kind, the generous 
Maid, who did not love for Intereſt. And I now 
abhorr d my ſelf for having treated her fo cru- 
elly, and thought I could never do enough to 
repair the Injuries I had done her. - Thus my 
ill Fate guided me to my Ruin; and all my 
Reſolutions to abandon her, were vaniſh'd 
into Air. Fi 

But now I was embarraſs'd, how to manage 
with my Mother, to conceal my Folly, and 
what Pretences to find out to procure my ita 
in Paris. Theſe Reflexions fill d me wit 

| Shame 3 
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Shame; but yet did not make me quit my 
Deſign of returning to my inchanting Fair 
| which 1 0 the — —— 
an inſulting Air, as before; but in the moſ 
ſubmiſſive manner poſſible : I had dreſs'd my 
ſelf very magnificently ; which ſhe took no- 


tice of, and 'd pleaſed at. I found herin 
a profound Melancholy, ber Chamber was al- 


d up. She ask'd me, what I came there 
20 do? I anſwer'd, to bring back her Votary, 
her Slave, one who was only born for her, and 
could not live without her ; and that I was in 
the utmoſt Deſpair for having offended her. 
She made none of the Difficulties I expected 
to forgive me, but readily is'd, with an 
uncommon Generofity, to t all that I 
had done: But, /ai4 /be, do not imagine that 
all this is —_ to my good-nature ; no 'tis 
the Inclination 1 have for you, that governs 
me ſo that I cannot hate, or be long 

with : I am blind to your Faults, and 
Love is the powerful Mediator that unites our 
Souls, and cements our Friendſhip. Lou ſlight, 
for me, all the Fears and Troubles your Mo- 
ther and Relations Diſpleaſure on account 
may occafion for YValeran's wic Pro- 
ceedings, which have rais'd the Storm 

us, from which I foreſee that our Union will 
be attended with Vexations ; and in 
return for your Generoſity, I will ſacriſice to 
you all my Reſentments for the unkind Treat- 
ment you have given me, and all my Reſo- 
lutions of retiring to a Convent, and ſeeing 
you no mare. I embraced and bleſe d ber 2 


malt unfurniſh'd, and part of her Goods were 
Pa 
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hundred times, ſeal'd our eternal Friendſhip 
on her am broſian Lips. And thus Love ma- 
tually inſpired our Souls, and with a 
Flame glow'd in our Hearts and Eyes. 80 I 
made the Furniture be all replaced in her 
Apartment, and then dined with her with in- 
reſſible Satisfaction. After which we 
talk'd familiarly together of our Affairs: 
What, ſai4 I, muſt we then always be en- 
poſed to this Villain's ? is there no Way 
to filence, or puniſh him ? I think not, ſaid 
be; for I am poſitive the Raſcal will never 
repent, or ceaſe to do us all the Miſchief he 
can; nay his Fury will redouble when he finds 
that you continue to viſit me. I have this 
Morning been at Monfieur e Villeblaiu's 
Lodgings, to inform him of all, and to de- 
mand Juſtice of him againſt this vile Wretch; 
the-Goodneſs he has always ſhewn towards 
me, and the Power he has over Valeran, 
makes me believe that he would make him 
dearly repent what he has done to me, if this 
Gentleman were in Paris; but he is gone 
but a Week ago todrink the Waters at Bar- 
bot ams, in the Centre of the Pyrenean Moun- 
tains, and it is thought that he will not return 
to Paris till next Autumn. 1 fince thought 
to complain to the Marquis of Anemace and 
his Lady; but then I confider'd this may occa- 
fion- a Noiſe, and the Villain may occaſion the 
Diſcovery of the Secret of my Birth, and o- 
| 


ther things, which the Dutcheſs Je Cranves 
did forbid me to publiſh to the World : If he 
were an honeſt Man, I ſhould adviſe you to 
ſpeak to him your ſelf, but tis not * 

while; 
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while ; yet this I will do fot your Satisfaction, 
I will this very Afternoon ſend for him, and 
you ſhall ſtay conceal'd in my Cloſet, from 
whence you ſhall hear all he ſays, and from 
his own Mouth learn the Reaſons of his Vil- 
- lany, and a Confirmation of all the Truths 
have told you. There is no need of that, 
ſaid I I am already fatisfy'd. No matter, 
ſaid ſhe, I will have him come. S0 I let her 
write a Note to him in theſe Words, tho [ 
could ſcarce believe he would venture to come 
to her after what he had done. | 


SIR, + 
T7 Want to ſpeak with you ; come immediately 
to me, I ſhall be all alone to ſte you : fol 
low the Bearer directiy. "0 
| | SILVIA. 


She ſent this Note by her Footboy, and 
bid him ſay ſhe was alone. What would you 
do with this Man, ſaid J. I would have him 

explain his Defign in acting thus with me, 
ſaid ſhe, in thus ex and traducing me 
to your Mother and you, and diſcover what 
his Aim is in ſo doing; and I beg that you 
will with patience hear what he ſays, it may 
be of uſe to us; and then I ſhall leave it to 
ou Diſcretion. to act as you think proper. 
We paſt the time in diſcourſe till he came. 
But, Sir, and Madam, ſaid Monſieur des 
Frans, interrupting himſelf, and ſpeaking t0 
the Maſter and Lady of the Houſe, I don't 
know whether you are tired with hearing my 


Story, 


S 
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Story, but I aſſure you I am faint with talking 
ſo long, and would be glad of ſome: Refreſh- 
ment as well as the reſt of the Company. 
Every body thought him in the right; ſo a 
Collation was brought in, during the eating of 
which each Perſon ſpake their Sentiments a- 
bout Sz{vig and they all agreed, that if all 
ſhe had ſaid in her own Juſtification were true, 
ſhe was very innocent-and unblameable in her 
Conduct, and that Valeran was a great Villain. 
It is all true indeed, ſaid Monſteur des Frans, 
and two Months after our Marriage, I got the 
Contract ſhe had ſign'd to Garreau, and her 
Father the Marquis Je Buringe's Letter to 
the Dutebeſs his Siſter, by means of the Go- 
yernor, Monſi eur 4e YVilleblain ; and he him- 
ſcif, without knowing that 1 was any ways 
concern d in the Matter, related to my Mo- 
ther, before me, all the Hiſtory of Silvias 
Life, as I have now related. it to you. If this 
be true, ſaid Monſieur du Puis, the poor un- 
fortunate. $:/via was always the Victim to the 
Lovers ſhe rejected, and always ſuſpected tho 
virtuous, and at laſt died innocent in Reality 
tho otherwiſe in Appearance; and poor Ma- 
dam Morin, who was one of the molt virtu- 
dus Women that ever lived, loſt her Life by 
the Friendſhip and Love ſhe bore to this un- 
fortunate Lady. We ſhall have time enough 
hereafter, ſai Madam de Londé, to make 
our Reflex ions on this tragick Story; but now, 
if Monfieur des Frans pleaſes, I will beg him 
tofiniſh his Relation, which I am perſuaded 
Bey body is as deſirous to hear as my 
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Monſieur 4es Fram then renew'd his Dil 
courſe in theſe words: 80 ſoon as I heard 
Yaleran coming, I hid my ſelf in a Cloſer, 
What would you pleaſe to have with me, 
Madam? ſaid he, can I be fo — to 
do you any ſer vice, for 1 would gladly pleaſe 
or oblige you, tho at the Expence of my Liſe 
and Fortune? Sit down, ſaid Silvia, and let 
me talk with you a little. He made ſome 
Difficulty of taking ſo great a Liberty. And 
then being ſeated, and the Footboy diſmiſs'd, 
Silvia (aid to him: I am very glad to ſee you, 
and you may believe it is ſomething of great 
Conſequence that made me ſend for you. | 
do believe it, Madam, ſaid be, and that my 
Preſence here would not be agreeable, -if you 
did not want me. We are alone, ſuid ſbe, 
and tho I ought to fear to be ſo with you, yet 
I do not doubt but you will remember the 
Reſpect that is due to me, and offer no Rude 
nels. Fear nothing, Madam, aid be, I an 
too much aſham'd of what I have al 
done to offend you ever to Fault. 
wiſh your Repentance , ſaid br, 
but I will forget what is paſt z nay I will uſe 
my Intereſt with the Marquis 4 Anemace 1 
take you into his Service again, and doubt not 
to it, on condition that you will do one 
thing which I mall ask of you. You may be 
ſure of it, — — if it be any t in 
in my power. It will nothing, /a! 
We, and yet I muſt have „ 2005 a 
before I tell you what it is. On this he ſwore 
a great many terrible Oaths, that he would 
do all ſhe ask'd of him. Tell me then 1 
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and without prevaricating, ſaid.ſbhe, what I am 


tell me why you have ſo baſely and falſly tra- 


ſenting me as a Thief, and a Strumpet to 
ife — ; as for what you have ſaid — 
let ing my Birth I forgive you, fince you do not 
me know who 1 am; but let me tell you, the 
ni WW greateſt of your Race may think it an Honour 
4, d ſerve the meaneſt of mine; be fincere, and 
ou, do not prevaricate with me, and ſo force me to 
eat make you account for your Villanies to others 
ibo are too powerful for you to withſtand ; but 
merit your Pardon by an ingenuous Confeſſion. 
This haughty Treatment made him tremble, 
and he heſitated and falter'd in his Speech. 
Madam, ſaid he, I reported only what I had 
beard from other People. Do you remember, 
ud. be, what the Dutcheſs and Manſieur de 
Filleblain, ſaid to you ? Les, ſard he, but 
alas! what will not Love and Jealouſy make 
a Man do I was diſtracted to ſee Garreau 
favour'd, and my ſelf rejected: I loved more 
than he, and thinking you no more than what 
you a d —_ was — of the 
great i in ring you 
Love and Aſſiſtance. But you — "4 
ſaid ſbe, and therefore could not — = 
nourable Defign ; but let that paſs : Why do 
you now do me as an Injury as you did 
then? you ſee a r 
honourably courts me, and a Krive to 
uin me, what is your Defign ? ! Madam, 
id he throwing hanſelf at her Ng 


now 


i 18 At theſe words he ſeem d 
Nieerderid : Nay, tremble not, ſaid ſbe, but 


duced-me to Madam es Frans and her Son, 
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along with me to Dinner, made him drink, and 


learn'd all I wanted. This put me into a con- 
dition to do all I wiſh'd ; and it was I that 


made him make that impudent Demand to 


you in his Letter, to prevent your ing; 
and ſaid all that came into my Head again 
you, Madam Morin, and Garreau, knowing 
well your Virtue, that you would never grant 
his Demand, but break off all Commerce with 
him; and I only thought to gain time to con- 
cert my Letters, and convey them to Madam 
des Frans and her Son's Hands; which Letters 
I ſuppoſed — would never ſee, to diſcover 
my Hand, but that all his Reſentment would 
fall upon Madam Morin and Rouviere, whom 
I valued not the ſacrificing, ſo I could but 
gain my Ends on you. This, Madam, is the 
whole 'Truth, and theſe are the Crimes my 
Paſſion for you has made me to commit: The 
Indignation I perceive in your Eyes makes me 
not dare to tell you that it will laſt to death. 
But now anſwer me, why would you, who ſay 
you are fo nobly born, borrow the Name of 
Romwviere, and hold it an Honour to be thought 
the Daughter of a Man who (tho by Birth a 
Gentleman) has derogated by his vile Actions, 
and is only a diſgrace to his Family? I am not 
obliged to anſwer you to that, ſai4-/be, theſe 
are Riddles that you are not worthy to-under- 
ſtand; but do you not fear that I ſhould now, 
by acquainting this Man with your Baſeneſs, 
put him on revenging himſelf and me on you! 
you know you are a Coward, and Garreau 
uſed you as ſuch; but know, I ſcornit ; I wil 
not only forget what is paſt but do you ſervice, 


on 
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an condition that you will be wiſer and honeſter 
for the future, and ſpeak with, ſuch reſpect of 
me as becomes you to do of a Perſon. iprung 
fram thoſe whom you have ſerved, remember 
always what the Dutcheſs and Monſieur Ville- 
lain told you, and be diſcreet : If he had 
been at this time in Paris, I ſhould have 
made him reward you for your Intelli- 
; and take my Advice, meddle no more 
with what concerns me or Monſieur des Frans : 
By what Authority do you give ſuch honeſt 
Advice, that I ſhould be ſued: for ſuborning 
and ſeducing him, and put into a Place of ſe- 
curity ? tis very fine, when ſuch Raſcals as 
pretend to ſet noble Families at variance: 

is 
him 


well he knows you not, for ſheuld I tell 

you would not live perhaps a Day longer, 
for he would ſurely cane you to a Mummy; 
take care he does not diſcover you, and that 
jou pay for your [mpudence and Folly-: I. 
pardon you now, but remember tis for the laſt, 
time; and that I ſhall ever regard you as my 
Enemy, and if any ill befals me or mine, you 
muſt expect to be call'd to an account for it. 
Now be gone, ſaid /be getting up, and forget 
not-my mands ; endeavour to think of 
me no more for your own and my Repoſe, and 
never ſet your Foot in my Houſe or Preſence 
any more: I ſhall ſend you word what the 
Marquis of Anemace and his Lady fays about 
you. to-morrow as to taking you again, for I 
ſhall dine there. So ſhe turn'd him out 
of; the Room without any farther Cere- 
mony, | MES 


Then 
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Then I came out of the Cloſet : Well, 
what ſay you now to this Villain ? ſaid /be. 
Why, that I never ſaw a greater, ſaid J. 
and that I had a great mind to come forth 
and give him his Deſert, for whilſt he lives, 
we can never be ſafe ; but I have thought of 
a better way, to 255 rid of one Rogue by an- 
other; I will ſet Rouviere and him together 
by the Ears, which will be no hard matter to 
do, and to-morrow I ſhall effect it I doubt not. 
I am not now ſurpriz'd, ſaid he, that you 
heard him ſo patiently ; I approve your De- 
fign, and doubtleſs one of them will revenge 
us on the other; but yet I dread the Event ot. 
for two Reaſons ; the firſt, becauſe the Sur- fer 
vivor will ſurely tell the Cauſe of their Quar- Who 
rel, and our Names will be brought upon the ¶ De 
Stage, and the World will not be very favour. pre 
able to me, as uſual ; the laſt, becauſe the by 
miſerable Wretches will die by our means, and N en. 
their Blood will be laid to our charge; pray WH, 
let them alone to Providence. Well, ſa:4 , Wh: 
you ſhall have nothing to do with it; leave Nora 
all tome. After this I told her all I had ſaid Mher, 
to my Mother of her in my Paſſion, and I was Mnf 
terribly embarraſs'd about the Promiſe I had Num 
made to leave Paris, without having any juſt altos 
Pretext to plead for ſtaying ; beſides, I can- only 
not pretend to viſit you in ſecret, ſaid J, and NWor. 

ſhe not diſcover it, for ſhe is too cunning, and hoy 
will not fail to ſet Spies upon me, and then Evite 
aps ſhe will fly to Extremities ; for, ſaid Wi, | 
Experience ſhews that People who are ve- * 
erate and long before they are moved 
to Anger, when once they are highly provoked 
are 
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are more violent and outrageous than thoſe 
who are paſſionate and apt to be angry, and 
then you may be the Victim to her Rage: 
This, if poſſible, I would avoid, for I per- 
ſectly know her Humour; ſhe now believes, 
from what I have ſaid to her, that I think no 
more of you ; and how will ſhe be enraged if 
ſhe finds that have deceived her! Alas, how 
has that Villain, Yaleran, ruin'd us! ſaid Sil- 
via with a Shower of Tears; we muſt then 
reſolve to part, and our Converſe muſt end ; 
| too well Gefen the Miſchiefs that muſt be- 
fl us if we continue to be attach'd to one an- 
other. No, ſaid J, my Heart can never con- 
ſent to part with you : I only aſk your Advice 
how to manage this nice Aﬀair ; nothing but 
Death ſhall part us: Think how we can 

vent theſe Ills and conceal our Converſe ? 
Why then, aid ſhe, you muſt reſolve to ab- 
ſent your ſelf from me and Paris, for a time. 
How ! ſaid J. do you bid me be gone? Juſt 
Heaven ! I am not able to bear the Thoughts 
of Separation! Yes, /ai4 be, you mult go 
hence ; ſee but how much I love you, fince I 
conſent to live without the Sight of you for a 
time rather than run the Ritk of loſing you 
altogether : "Tis a cruel Remedy, but the 
only one I can find. You mu't keep your 
Word with your Mother, and the more eaſily 
you comply with her Deſires, (ſceming to be 
zuite digogaged from me) the less ſhe will 
ulpect us, and you will not be watch'd at your 
turn; and you may find a hundred Pretences 
return to Paris as Occaſions offer, your 
Ibſence having diſſipated all her Fears and 
Yor, II. D Suſpi- 
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Suſpicions ; our Letters to one another muſt 
content us: I ſee nothing that we have to ap- 
prehend from your Abſence as to her, and [ 
fave ſo great Confidence in your Love to me, 
that I doubt not your return the firſt fit Op- 
portunity. In a word, fince our Love is mu- 
tual and fincere on both fides, we ſhall be 
equally conſtant : Thus, my dear Lover, ai 
e prefſirg my Hana, let us firſt conquer our 
ſelves, that we may overcome all things elſe, 
We came to no Reſolution that Night: This 
Separation ſeem d to me inſupportable, and 
I could not conſent to it; ſo we fix'd an Hour 
to meet again the next Day, and then to 
come to a 1 and 1 r home 
to my Mother very ealy a in ear. 
W but cruelly rack'd in my - Thoughts 
I had, in the way, confidered on what . 
via had propoſed, and found it juſt and rea- 
ſonable ; ſo I ſat down to Supper with my 
Mother. Well Madam, ſaid J, have you been 
ſo good as to ſpeak to my Uncles ? ſhall I be 
going hence ſoon to oblige them and my ſelf! 
I. had much ado, ſai4 ſbhe, this day, to pet 
ſuade them you really want to leave Paris; 
theſe frequent changes of Humour in you, 
made them think you deceived me, and they 
could ſcare believe that you are ſenſible of 
your former Follies, and are in earneſt, 6 
that I was forced to be Surety for you, and 
you are to go, in four Days, along with the 
Cardinal Je Retæ, who is to return to Rome; 
therefore you muſt 2 your ſelf, not only 
handſomly but magnificently, becauſe you wil 
go in ſuch a Station as will require _ H 
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ſhould make a good Appearance, and ſpend 
Money; but for this 94 and 1 wil 
make Provifion : It will be much to your ad- 
vantage to ſee this Country, and that famed 
City, which well merits to be ſeen by all 
Gentlemen; and when a Lear or two there 
bas improved you, care will be taken to fix 
you in ſomething for the reſt of your Life: 
At preſent your Uncles are very apprehenſive 
of your returning to ſome of your former Im- 
dences. I was not much. ſurpriz'd at this 
iſcourſe, becauſe I expected ſomething like 
it ; wherefore I appear'd well pleaſed. And 
your pretty Sia, ſaid my Mother, you don't 
ſay a word to me of her: How go Affairs 
between her and you? I leave you to gueſs, 
ts, Madam, ſaid I with a very careleſs $ 4 1 
L have not ſeen her ſince the Intelligence that 
a: vas given us, and ſhall think no more of her. 
Do this, aid /be, and you will find your Ad- 
en N vantage in it, it will ſecure your Repoſe and 
be MW your Honour, and raiſe your Fortune. | 
Let I was reſolved in my ſelf to go to Silvia 
er- the next Day, and to ſend for Rouviere thi- 
„cer; but I did neither, for I was no ſooner 
ou Mavake- in the Morning, but the Marquis of 
1) Que ville, whoſe Horſes I had bought, came 
, of into my Chamber, and defired to ſpeak with 
ne alone; I ſent away my Servant, and then 
ande told me, that tho our Acquaintance was 
the not great. yet there was not a Man in Paris 
in whom he could put fo great Confidence, 
wherefore he would make me his Confident, 
and ask my Aſſiſtance: Then he open'd all his 
Heart to me, and told me, that for ſome 
h r pPti- 
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private Reaſons, which he declared to me az 
Secrets, he wanted to have his Marriage, 
which was fix'd for to be in two Days atter, 
deferr'd for a Fortnight longer. I thought of 
Rowviere as the only Perſon that could ſerve 
him, by inventing ſome Trick: So I went 
home with the Marquis to his Lodgings, 
where I ſaw his Father, who was one of the 
Heads of the Parliament of Rouen; from 
thence I went to look for Rouviere at the 
Inn, where he ſtill lodged. So ſoon as he ſaw 
me he began to reproach me how I had left 
him, which I little regarded; but at laſt J 
told him, I was the ſame Monſieur des Frans 
of whom he had talk'd ſo frecly when we 
were laſt together ; and then I inform'd him 
of all Valeran had done, and did all I could 
to incenſe him againſt him, and to convince 
him of the truth : I ſhew'd him what he had 
written concerning him to my Mother, having 
brought the Papers along with me for that 
Purpoſe. He preſently knew the Hand, and 
then fell to making Excuſes, proteſting, that 
not having the Honour to know me, he had 
been eafily and imprudently led into a Deſign 
to pur a Cheat upon me, being in great want 
of Money; and that the hundred Louis-d or, 
that were offer d him, had tempted him to 
ſo ungentleman-like an Action, which he now 
repented of ; nay more, he declared all the 
truth in Vindication of Silvia and Madam 
Morin, and that Valeran had even endeavour'd 
to perſuade him to aſſaſſinate me in the Night 
as I went home: Then he exclaim'd againſt 


him in a dreadful manner, and told me moſ 
2 horrible 
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horrible things of him, whilſt I pretending to 
abate increas'd the Flame ; — when I ſaw 
him rais'd to the pitch I wiſh'd, I took him 
to the Tavern, and there made him drink 
plentifully, perſuading him not to quarrel 
with Valeran; but I perceived he was reſolv'd 
to rid the World of that execrable Raſcal. 
So I changed the Diſcourſe, and talk'd to him 
of the Marquis's Affair, for which I aſſured 
him he ſhould be well paid, and gain as much 
as he had loſt by Falerau's. On which he 
readily promiſed to ſerve him, and ſaid, He is 
a noble Gentleman, his Purſe is well fill'd, 
and loves a Bottle ; let him depend upon me, 
and ſeem as eager to marry as his old Dad can 
deſire; let me alone, for I will find a Way to 
prevent it as long as he thinks fir. I could 
not but admire the Nature of this Wretch, 
and what Qualifications a Man muſt have to 
be elteem'd by ſuch People; but I ſaid no- 
thing. The Marquis being gone forth, with 
his Father, to ſee his Miſtreſs, we were ob- 
lig'd to wait for him. And I did not now 
mind going to Silvia's, having fucceeded ſo 
well with Rouviere without her appearing 3 
and he did not ſo much as aſk me if I had 
made up my Breach with her, he had ſo 
much Prudence at leaſt, as not toſay any thing 
of her before me, At laſt the Marquis came, 
they talk'd together, agreed on what they 
were to do, and executed their Deſign the 
next way. But this being foreign to my pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe, I ſhall leave the relation of 
what concerns them, to another time, as I 
learn d it from the Marquis himſelf at Rome, 
D 3 where 
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where we met, he being obliged to leave 
France a Year after his Marriage, by reaſon 
of a Duel which he had fought. 

went the next Day to ſee S via, and re- 
lated ail that had paſt between Rouviere and 
me, and how he — reſolved to revenge 
us all upon Valeran. At which ſhe wa: 
ſomething concern'd, fearing it might occation 
ſome Diſcourſes of her and me ; but we had 
better Luck, for having kept his word with 
the Marquis, and by a Project put a ſtop t 
his Marriage, and received his promiſed Re- 
ward, he went directly to look out Valeran; 
and, having found him, upbraided him for hi; 
Villanies, and told him he was a Traytor and 
a Raſcal ; on which they drew, and he ru 
Valeran thro' the Heart, who fell dead with- 
out ſpeaking one word. Romviere made hi: 
Eſcape, and I never heard what became « 
him afterwards. And thus Valeran was paid 
for his good Intelligence, and Nouviere did 
him the Kindneſs to prevent his dying by the 
Hand of the Hangman, And fix Months at 
ter $:/v14 was inform'd of what ſhe had be- 
fore imagin'd, which was, that he had poi 
ſoned his Wife : However, we were both 
. that we had been any ways inſtrumenta 
to his End; but he was no more talk'd of 
after his death than if he had never been born, 
nor any Inquiry made after him who had 
kill'd him, fo that Rouviere may be till liv 
ing. You are deceived, ſaid Monſ/ienyr des 
Ronais, as to that, for I know all the Particu- 
lars both of his Life and Death, and he died 


in Priſon but a little while ago ; he had been 
examin'd 
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examin'd eight ſeveral times on different Ac- 
cuſations, which I read every one; but ſome 
great Perſons to whom he was related, hinder'd 
their being publiſh'd after he was dead, ſo 
that it was never talk'd of : His whole Life 
was nothing but a Scene of Misfortunes and 
Villanies, of which ſome were very diverting, 
to thoſe who were no ways concern'd in them, 
and may ſerve, another time, to amuſe this 
good Company ; but now, pray proceed in 
your Story. 

Why, ſaid des Frans, Silvia and I having 
agreed that I ſhould leave Paris, I went no 
more to her Houſe for fifteen Days together; 
but we ſaw one another every Day elſewhere, 
and I took leave of her four Leagues from Pa- 
ris, where ſhe waited my coming. There we 
agreed upon Meaſures to ſecure our Letters to 
one another; and ſhe aſk'd me if I would give 
her leave to keep Madam Morin with her in 
my Abſence, who was not able to ſee me any 
more, but had hid herſelf from me ever ſince 
our Quarrel, unleſs I defired it ; but that ſhe 
would part with her rather than diſpleaſe me : 
She urged, that ſhe was a moſt virtuous, pru- 
dent Woman, and the only Perſon in whom ſhe 
could confide, having been bred up by her; 
but yet ſhe would rather part with her than 
ive me the leaſt Uneafineſs. I was fo 
charm'd with the manner of her Deport- 
ment that I anſwer'd, that in truth I could 
not but diſlike her for writing the Letter to 
Rowviere, fearing leſt ſhe had propoſed to ber 
to accept the Villain's hateful Propoſal. No, 
ſaid ſhe, ſhe deteſted it as much as I, Well, 

D 4 ſaid 
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ſaid J, I have ſo great Confidence in your Vir- 
tue, that I will not deprive you «x a Perſon 
whom you love; all I defire of you is, not 
to follow her Advice if ſhe gives you any il! 
Counſel. Alas! ſaid ſhe, how greatly are 
you miſtaken in her ! ſhe is your beſt Friend, 
and intirely in your Intereſt ; 'twas only my 
Fears, leſt you ſhould be diſguiled at my 
Birth, and Prayers that prevail'd with her to 
make theſe Propoſals to Rouviere, of which 
ſhe never approv'd ; and I ſolemnly proteſt to 
vou, that ſhe at firſt determin'd me in my 
Choice of you, and never mention'd your 
Name but with Praiſes of you; and I only 
wiſh that you would inform your ſelf of her 
Character from Perſons I can name to you, 
who have known her from her Birth, and they 
ſhall ſatisfy you that ſhe is a Woman of great 
Virtue and Integrity. Keep her then, aid J, 
withal my heart; Idefire it. At theſe words 
Madam Mſerin, who had all this while con- 
ceal'd herſelf in a Cloſet, for we were in a 
Chamber in an Inn, came forth and gave me 
all imaginable Aſſurances of her Reſpe& for 
me, and Care of Silvia. I cut off her Diſ- 
courſe, defiring that ſhe would then go 
and ſce after our Dinner. On which ſhe 
left the Room, and I remain'd alone 
with S/lvia. All that Silvia ſaid of Ma- 
dam Morin, ſaid Monſieur du Puis, was true, 
for ſhe was indeed a very virtuous and diſ- 
creet Gentlewoman. I don't ſay to the con- 
trary, ſaid des Frans, ſhe always preſerved 
that Character to her death: But, as I ſaid 


before, Silvia and I being left alone, and . 
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Bed- chamber, I did and ſaid all I was able 
to obtain the laſt Favour of her, to ſecure her 
faſter to me; but in vain ; and I was fain to 
be contented with verbal Aſſurances of her Fi- 
delity and Love to me ; and ſhe obliged me 
to wear a Diamond Ring for her Sake of ex- 
traordinary Beauty and Value, far exceeding. 
that ſhe gave me before, which ſhe — 
to wear on her Finger till my return. She 
would likewiſe have forced me to take a Purſe 
full of Gold for my Uſe, in caſe of Need; but E 
refuſed it : So we gave to each other our 
Pictures, and at laſt took a tender leave of one 
another. I was not abſent five whole Months 
in all, going, ſtaying at, and returning from 
Rome, tor I took the Pretext of returning to 
accompany Monfieur Je Crequi to Paris, to 
which my Love call'd upon me to haſte long 
before. I had received News from Silvia 
very often, and all our Letters were, you may 
believe, continued Aſſurances of our mutual. 
Love and Conſtancy to one another, and ſo 
need not to be related, and I ſent her word of 
my coming back, and ſhe came above eight: 
Leagues on the way to meet me. Nothin 
could be more tender and paſſionate than our: 
meeting, for I loved her even to. Folly, and. 
believed ſhe did the ſame. I told her I was 
now reſolved to marry her if ſhe would con- 
ſent, without ſaying any thing to my Relations; 
and I uſed ſo many Reaſons to perſuade her. 
to it, that ſhe hearken'd to them: I told her 
my Mother would never conſent to it, not on- 
ly becauſe of what Yaleran had writ to her,, 
but. becauſe ſhe was averſe to my. mazrying 
D 5 0 
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ſo young ; and that if I ſhould mention it to 
her, I fear'd ſhe would ſo oppoſe it, and take 
ſuch Meaſures, that we ſhould never be able 
to do it while ſhe lived. She found all I ſaid 
to be juſt : Not, ſaid ſhe, becauſe I fear that 
ſhe can find a more advantageous Match for 
you, for I have a greater Fortune than ſhe 
can pretend to res elſewhere, but becauſe 
ſhe is ignorant of my Birth, and the Means 
by which I came by my Fortune. Theſe, 
ſaid J, are the true Reaſons which make me 
afraid to propoſe it to her. Well then, ſaid 
ſhe, tis agreed; you are of age ſufficient, l 
am independent, and Miſtreſs of my ſelf and 
Fortune ; I will marry you, and have nothin 
to do with your Family. And now 1 todk 
ſome Money of her, to ſhew my Mother, that 
I might make her believe that I was a better 
Husband than I really was, and we ſet out 
together for Parts, and parted at a League 
diſtance from thence. And Jure there is a 
fatality in Marriage, for tho I loved to Dif 
traction, yet I had a hundred times reſolved 
not to marry her, finding ſtill ſome ſecret Fore- 
Songs of our Ruin, yet I now purſued it all 
I could. At this time marrying was not ac- 
companied with ſuch great Formalities as the 
Law does now oblige us to, and I got al 
things ready in three Days time, and a Con- 
tract of Marriage was drawn up, in which ſhe 
took the Name of Si/via de Briringe, natu- 
ral Daughter of the deceaſed Monfieur the 
Marquis of Huringe, and the Lady Maris. 
Henriette 4e — 3 in which no mention 
was made of any Fortune that 1 did _—_i 
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with her, only I ſecured her a ſmall Income 
for her Life, and ſhe deliver'd into my Hands 
fix times the Value in ready Money. And 
this was all done in compliance with her own 
Defires. I have no Relations, ſaid /þe, to 
give to, nor Heirs, and if I have any here- 
after, they muſt be yours as well as mine, for 
you will be their Father, and their Fortune 
cannot be better placed than in your Hands; 
and, if I die before you, I love you too well 
to leave you in _ of wanting any thing, 
or being obliged to be accountable to any body 
for the Fortune I leave you; it is all my own, 
and I give it all to you: If you die before 
me, whether you leave me any Children or- 
no, nothing ſhall hinder me from retiring into 
a Convent for the reſt of my Days, in which 
can live very handſomly on the Income the 
Dutcheſs has left me during my Life, join'd 
with the Jointure you are pleaſed to make 
me. Tell me, ſa:4 des Frans, interrupting 
himſelf, and addreſſmg his Diſcourſe to the 
Company, have you ever heard a Perſon act 
with greater Generofity and leſs. Self-intereſt,, 
or more Sincerity. Befides all this Money, 
ſhe forced me to take all her Jewels, which 
were equal in Value to her Fortune in Money. 
I might have died ſoon, and left her a young 
Widow, and if ſhe had ſtill been Miſtreſs of 
ſuch a Fortune as ſhe gave me, ſhe might 
have doubtleſs found a Husband much my 
1 becauſe the changing her Name, 
and my having marry'd her, would have in- 
tirely conceal'd the Secret of her Birth. Her 
Fortune in Money, Plate, and Furniture, * 
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far beyond all I could have hoped for ; but to 
ſhew that ſhe loved me above all things, and 
valued nothing elſe, ſhe gave all to me, and 
forced me to take it even againſt my Will, 
and put herſelf under a Neceſſity of going in- 
to a Convent if I died, or living very mcanly, 
which her great Soul could never have per- 
mitted her to do. When I reflect on this, 
and all her other Actions, till the fatal one 
that ruin'd us, I can ſcarce give credit to my 
Eyes and Senſes, and could almoſt fancy it 
was ſome Illuſion of the Devil to undo us; 
but laying afide theſe ſad Reflexions, after 
this I did not heſitate, you may ſuppoſe, and 
we were to be married in two Days; but the 
next Morning after we had fign'd the Marriage- 
contract, I received a Letter from the Count 
de Lancy ; who earneftly defired of me to 
come to him as ſoon as poſſible, and that 
he ſhould wait my coming with impatience, 
It was to him that I owed my return from 
Rome, and I had ſworn to him to be with 
him at a day prefix'd, which time was expir'd 
within four Days, excepting the time allow'd 


for to make a Journey of near three hundred 


Leagues, 

o leave Silvia a Maid when my Happi- 
neſs was, as I thought, ſonear, it was impoſ- 
fible for me to reſolve on : At firſt I told her 
the Strait I was in, and ſhe endeavour'd to 

rſuade me to ſtay two Days longer at Pari;, 

— I with Grief aſſured her, that altho it was 

my Inclination to do ſo, yet my Honour and 

Word would not permit it. At parting ſhe 

hung upon my Neck and wept, ſo that uy: 
touc 
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gouch'd to the Soul, and forced to break from 
her enchanting Arms, for | was not able to 
give her a flat Refuſal. I return'd the Keys 
of her ſtrong Box and Cabinets to her, which 
ſhe had forced me to take, and went from her 
directly to the Biſhop of —, and aſk'd his Lord- 
ſhip if he would write to his Brother, becauſe 
I was going poſt to him? At which he ſeem'd 

leas'd, and aſk'd what I was going for? but 
| did not think proper to acquaint his Lord- 
ſhip, no more than $/via, with that. Whilſt 
he was writing to his Brother, I took Pen, 
Ink and Paper, and writ a Letter to Silvia 
which compris'd theſe Words. 


The LETTER. 


HE ſight of your Tears, my dear Silvia, 
made me unable to bid you adieu; my 
Soul melted, and I was ſcarce Maſter of my 
ſelf, nor am I ſtill ſo ; but cruel Honour calls 
me hence, and I ſhould become unworthy of you, 
ſhould I not obey. I go more ſenſible of your 
Tenderneſs, and more in Love than Words can 
expreſs. Excuſe my Abſence; I flatter my 
ſelf that you love me enough to ſhare my Pain; 
but, my kind Charmer, nothing ſhall detain 
me long from you, and the Violence 1 do my 
ſelf in leaving you, ought to convince you that 
Iwill. ſacrifice all things to preſerve my Word 
and Honour, both which ] ingage to you for 
my return in a Month's time, counting from 
this Day. Take care of your ſelf for my 
ſake, for I. Hall not be pleaſed if you ſuffer 


Grief to diminiſh that Beauty which 1 edn, 
| FOR an 
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and prefer to the greateſt Treaſure ; if you 
ruin your Health or Face ſo that I perceive 
any Alteration at my retu;n, be afſured I 
Hall imagine you take little care to oblige 
＋ Angels guard you for to bleſs the Arms 
0 


Your unalterable Lover, 
DES FRANS. 


I writ alſo a Letter to my Mother, to in- 
form her of my ſudden Depar ue from Paris; 
1 gave theſe Letters to my Lord's Almoner, 
with Orders not to deliver them till I was out 
of Paris; and ſo I took Horſe that Minute, 
and arrived at Rome four Days ſooner than I 
was expected, by which means I had time to 
reſt my ſelf before the Day prefix'd came, 
to terminate the matter in diſpute ; which re- 
lated only to the Count 4e Lancy, for whom 
J appear'd only as a Friend. You may gueſs 
the matter eaſily ; he had an Amour which 
had like to have ruin'd him, and two Rivals, 
implacable as Frenchmen tho Italians. We 
made an end of this Affair to our Satisfaction, 
and the ſame Night I received a Letter from 
Madam Morin, which inform'd me that & 
fell into a Swoon at the reading of my Letter; 
that ſhe believed herſelf abandon'd by me; 
and that her Life was in great danger by a 
Fever and violent Pain in her Side, which had 
immediately ſeiz'd her, for which ſhe had 
been twice blooded that ſame day : This Let- 
ter was dated on the day I left Paris. On 


this I inſtantly defired leave to be gone, and 
obtain'd 
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obtain 'd it by means of the Cardinal Malda- 
chini, tho with ſome Difficulty, by reaſon that 
our Ambaſlador was of opinion, that he had 
need of all the French Genilemen that were 
then at Rome to augment his Train, and in 
particular of thoſe who could make ſome Fi- 
gure; but I ſer out Pott all alone, and fo 
was prevented from arriving at Paris ſo ſoon 
as I defign'd ; for I was ſet upon by ſome of 
the Bands of Robbers that range the As and 
Savoy Mountains, who wounded and ftript me 
to my Shirt; but by good Fortune I ſaved the 
Ring which $:/v/4 had given me, I know not 
how, except it was becauſe they ſaw it not, 
it being in the Dusk of the Evening. My 
Guide was ſo kind as to leave me to their 
Mercy, and I ſuſpe& that the Raſcal fold me 
to them, for he perſuaded me to go a Way 
which I had never-gone before, pretending it 
was the ſhorteft ; and what makes me con- 
clude he was tardy, is, that I have been fince 
inform'd that ſeveral others have mer with 
the ſame Diſaſters in the fame manner; and 
certainly there are no worſe People in the 
World than the Normans : excuſe this Di- 
greſſion, for I loſt enough to make me always 
remember it with Regret. Amongſt the 
reſt they took Silvia's Picture, which troubled 
me above all the reſt ; but not very long, be- 
cauſe I was ſure of poſſeſſing the Original. 
But wanting Money I endured all that a Man 
could ſuffer in getting to Grenoble; which I 
did with much Difficulty, and arrived in ſuch 
a poor Condition, that I had not the Courage 
to go to a good Inn, being in a * _ 
irt, 
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Shirt, and pennyleſs, but ſtopp'd at a Convent 
Gate: A good Carmelite by chance went by 
and ſaw me; ſo I call'd him to me, and re- 
lated my ſad Story, with which he was 
touch'd, not doubting the truth of what I ſaid. 
I gave him my Diamond Ring, and defired 
him to borrow me ſome Money upon it, to 
ſerve me till I could ſend to Paris; fo he 
fetch'd a Jeweller to me, who took it in pledge, 
and gave me all the Money he had, upon it, 
as he told me. And then I went to my old 
Inn, which was the beſt in Greuc he, and there 
I got my ſelf cloath'd, and was fain to ſtay 
againſt my Will, being unable to proceed on * 
my Journey by reaſon of my Wounds. And IM ,- 
not having Money ſufficient I writ to my Mo- 6; 
ther the ſame day I arri ved; but fearing ſhe fr 
might not have Money enough by her to an- MW... 
ſwer my Occafions, I writ alſo to Silvia, and MW 1; 
defired her to ſend me ſome ; and I did well, e 
for my Mother had a fancy never to keep 505 
much by her; but always carried it to my if 
Uncle's, and took juſt what would ſerve her WW ;1; 
Turn for a Month or ſo, and my Uncle's bein 91 
at that time out of Town, ſhe muſt of N ecef 
firy have borrow'd it to ſend me; but Silvia, M6 
who could at all. times command it, loſt no 2 
time; but ſo ſoon as my Letter came to her 
Hands, went and carry'd to the Poſt-houſe 
more Money than I had need of; and with 
the return of the Courier I received this 
Anſwer. | I | 
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SILFVITA's LETTER, 


TH E ill Fortune you have met withal, has 
- ſufficiently reveng'd me on you for your 
Cruelty in leaving me, ſ6 that I am ſo far from 
being enraged againſt the Thieves for having 
robb'd. you, that I would have even thank d 
them if they had done it at your ſetting out 
for Rome, ro have forced you back to me; 
yet I am very glad that you have ſaved your 
Life and the Ring, becauſe you had been in a 
greater Strait how to have lived or appear d. 
and remain'd in reality the naked Knight- 
errant : And I am no ways concern'd at what 
you have loſt, only becauſe it has hinder'd you 
from coming to me ſooner. I here ſend you 
what will anſwer your Occaſions : T he Poſt- 
maſter will deliver you on ſight of this Letter, 
the Sum of ——. Come to me with all the ſpeed 
you can without indangering your Health; and 
if you would have me come to meet you, as 4 
doubt not you deſire, let me know the Day, 
Place and Hour. Adieu, my dear Lover, the 
Courier waits, and will not arrive at Grenoble 
ſo ſoon as my impatient Wiſhes wonld have bim: 
Haſte to fly to the Arms of 
Your Conſtant 


I received the Letter and Money, and went 
immediately and redeem'd my Ring, takin 
the good Carmelite along with me, whom L 
deſired to receive what Money my Mother 
migat 
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might ſend for me when I was gone, and to 
ſend it back by the Poſt-maſter directed to 
Silvis, whom I was going to ; ſo giving him 
Thanks, with the offer of a Preſent, which 
he refuſed, I took leave, and took Horſe for 
Lions, and from thence poſted to Paris ; but 
S$!lvia prevented my Wiſhes, and came eight 
Leagues on the way to meet me, and we x 
greed not to enter Paris till eight a- clock at 
Night, that we might not be ſeen. She em. 
braced me at our meeting with more Affection 
and Tenderneſs than ſhe had ever done be- | 
fore, for the fear of loſing me had made me | 
dearer to her, as ſhe afterwards told me. We 
now reſolv'd that I ſhould conceal my ſelf for 
ſome Days, and not appear till after we were , 
marry'd, this being the only time to make 1 
our advantage of, if we would have it a Sc { 
cret ; particularly from my Mother, who be. ] 
lieving me till at Grenoble, could never ſuſpet WM + 
my being marry'd at Paris at that time; and þ 
I, you may be ſure, was not diſpleaſed to have MW & 
ſome Days to my ſelf to enjoy with Tranqui- f 
lity, the Pleaſures that the Poſſeſſion of my 7 
dear Silvia would give me; nor could I go & 
home till I heard from the Carmelite, to re F 
ceive my Mother's Letter and what Money t 
ſhe ſent to bring me home, fo that ſhe might WM KM 
believe that I did not leave Grenoble till I had ne 
received both wy ſelf. Silvia conſented with N 
Joy to my Propoſal, and we went to her Hou: t 
together, and the next Morning I writ to the FS; 
Perſons who muſt procure the Licence ard an 
other Formalities for our Marriage; but this! to 
deſer'd the over- night, when via, Madam Ni 
| eri 
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Morin, and I — together with much 


pleaſure, our Minds being now all at eaſe. 
At laſt we talk'd of going to Bed, and Silvia 
would have me lie in hers: I told her Idefir'd 
no better, on condition that ſhe would not lie 
out of it herſelf, We were very merry on this 
Subject, and conſidering it was the Eve of our 
Marriage, I might with ſome reaſon have in- 
ſiſted on taking this Liberty. We had a long 
Diſpute, and I never was merrier in all my 
life. At laſt I prevail'd that ſhe ſhould lie 
in her own Bed, and I in Madam Morin's ; 
and having been long without ſleeping, and 
much tired, and lain out of a g Bed, I 
ſlept profoundly till it was late the next Mor- 
ning. When 1 awoke I found ready all things 
neceſſary to ” or a Gentleman, fine Clot 
for a Suit o Clothes, with Linen, Hat, 
Peruke, c. and a Taylor waiting below to 
take my Meaſure. I return'd her thanks for 
her care, which indeed was very neceſſary at 
this time, and before night the Habir was 
finiſh'd and brought home, and I was dre d 
fit to appear a Btidegroom. I had ſent for 
thoſe whom I would have for Witneſſes, and my 
Friends uſed all their Endeavours to procure 
the Licence, and all things neceſſary for our 
Marriage, yet it could not be done till the 
next Day ; and I was fain to paſs another 
Night as the precedent, but 1 depe leſs and 
roſe earlier, and went in my Night-gown into 
Hilvia's Chamber, whom I found ſleeping 3 
and Madam Aſorin, who was by her Bed-fide, 
told me ſhe had not had a wink of {leep all 
Night, for they had paſs'd the Night in — 
| an 
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and that I ſhould do well not to wake her; ſo 
I laid my ſelf down gently on the Bed by her, 
and fell alſo aſleep ; when I wak'd I found 
her up and dreſs'd, in the Chamber where l 
had lain the Night beſore. She ſaid a thou- 
ſand pleaſant things on this Occaſion, and ral- 
lied me with all the Wit that ever Woman 
ſhew'd, and it being late we went to Dinner. 
At ſix a clock in the Evening the Perſons who 
were to ſerve as Witneſſes to our Marriage, a- 
mong{t whom was the head Landlord of 
Silvia's Houſe, and two of Madam Morir's 
Relations, came in: We had a very handſome 
Supper tho all things were done with great 
Secreſy, for fear of the Neighbours making 
any Obſervations, At Midnight we went to 
St. Paul's Church, which was not above ten 
Steps from the Houſe, and there we were 
married, and return'd home about two in the 
'Morning, where we had a magnificent Break- 
faſt. After which the Company took leave, 
and we went to Bed: I leave you, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, to gueſs the reſt, where two People 
loved ſo paſſionately. 

I paſt eight Days with my dear Silvia, and 
never ſtirr'd out but to go to Maſs, ſo early in 
the Morning that I went to bed again when! 
return'd home: How happy did I find this 
Lite! and how bleſt had I been could it have 
but laſted ! but, alas ! it was ſoon ended. | 
received News from the good Carmelite from 
Grenoble, who faithfully executed my Orders; 
and in return I ſent him a Preſent. And now 
I muſt think of leaving my Bride: The next 
Day we pretended to make a Tour . 
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Paris for our Diverſion, taking with us 
only ſuch Perſons as were privy to our Secret: 
We ſet out at fix in the 1 in a Hack- 
ney- Coach, and I put on the ſame Clothes I 
brought from Grenoble; we went to Pleſfes in 
the way to Foutaiubleau, becauſe I muit ap- 

ar to be come that way to Parts, there we 
paſt the Day till three in the Afternoon, when 
Silvia return'd to Paris with her Company, 
and I went to the Court at Fontainblean, 
where I hoped to find ſome of my Acquaint- 

ance, who might afterwards teſtify that the 
had ſeen me there; I accordingly met with 
ſome who were, I found, already inform'd of 
my Adventure of Grencble, and to conſolate 
me they carried me to the Play, and treated 
me at Supper; and I had fo good luck at 
Cards after it, that I won above two hundred 
Louisa ors of them. I went the next Day to 
Paris in the Valuin Coach, that I might not 
fatigue my ſelf, and was ſet down at my Mo- 
ther's, who did not expect me ſo ſoon by 
two or three Days, thinking I would come in 
tbe Moulins Coach: She was glad to ſee me, 
and we talk'd over all my Adventure and Loſs. 
| had need of Clothes before I could appear in 
publick, but yet could not forbear to go abroad 
that Night, you may gueſs whither. About 
fix Weeks after I was marry'd and return'd 
home, Monficur 4e FVilleblain, who, as I have 
before told you, was my Mother's near Rela- 
tion, came ta ſee us, and dined at our Houſe : 
treated him with the utmoſt Civility, and 
was reſolved, ſince Silvia had cited him as 
ber chief Witneſs for the truth of what me 
1d, 
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aid, to make him relate what he knew con- 
cerning her in my Mother's preſence : With 
this Deſign, whilſt we were at Table, 1 aſk'd 
him how long he had been return'd to Paris ? 
and found it was but the Day before, ſo that 1 
was ſure he had not ſeen Silvia, out of whoſe 
Company I had not been for I had lain there 
the laſt Night, having pretended to my Mo- 
ther that I went to Ver /ailles about an Emplo 
which I had heard of. I brought the Dit 
courſe from one thing to another, till we 
talk'd of the late War and his having been in 
Picardy; fo he mention'd ſeveral Officers of 
note whoſe loſs he lamented, and among the 
reſt, named Monfieur the Marquis of Buringe 
as a brave Field Officer, and his moſt intimate 
Friend; he talk'd of his Family, and men- 
tioned the Dutcheſs his Siſter. This was what 
I waited for: Do you remember, Sir, ſaid J. 
to have ſeen a young Woman call'd S:/via at 
that Lady's, whom ſhe had the Goodneſs to 
take care of in an extraordinary manner! 
Yes, Sir, ſaid he, I knew her perfectly well, 
and ſhall be very glad to do her any ſervice if 
it lies in my Power, for I have a great reſpett 
for her, and if I did know where ſhe lived 
at this time, I would go to ſee her. She is 
much obliged to you, Sir, ſaid J, for tis rare 
that ſuch Perſons as ſhe are ſo much eſteem'd 
by Perſons of your Quality. I ought ſo to re- 
ſpect and value her, Sir, ſai4 he, for Reaſons 
to which you are a Stranger; and when I left 
Paris, ſhe was one of the moſt beautiful and 
accompliſh'd young Ladys in the Univerſe. 
That, Sir, ſaid J, is true; nor could any Per: 
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ſon have a better Education than the 
Dutcheſs's Charity beſtow'd upon her. If 
the Dutcheſs of Cranves did take ſuch care 
of her, ſar4 he briskly, Charity was not the 
only Motive to induce her to it, ſhe was oblig'd 
to it by ſtronger Motives ; and I have heard 
her declare, that if Duty had not oblig'd her 
to it, ſhe found Siαia ſo diſcreet and amiable, 
that ſne would have done the ſame thing out 
of Inclination. What, Sir ! h , interrupt- 
ing him, you make me begin to ſuſpe& ſome- 
thing that is injurious to that noble Lady's 
Virtue. You are much to blame, ſaid he, 
if you do, Sir, for ſhe never deſerved it; and 
Silvia belong'd to her by a Way that did no 
ways diſgrace her : But, Sir, doubtleſs you 
know her? Yes: I'll anſwer that he does, 
ſaid my Mother, and fo well, that if Care had 
not been taken to inform him of her ſcanda- 
lous Conduct, I don't know what might have 
follow'd. Madam, ſaid he, you extremely 
ſurprize me ; for neither the Dutcheſs, nor 
any body elſe, ever found the leaſt fault or 
falle ſtep in her Conduct; but ſhe always 
lived conformable to the ſtricteſt Rules of 
Virtue and Honour; ſhe muſt be much 
changed of late. Yes, ſo ſhe is then doubt- 
leſs, ſaid my Mother. Madam, ſaid he very 
gravely, People ought to have very good 
roofs of what they ſay, before they venture 

to aſperſe ſuch a young Lady's Reputation; 
neither ought they to give credit, much leſs 
report ſuch things, without good Witneſſes : I 
am obliged to be much concern'd in all that 
concerns her, and ſhall not give credit without 
ver 
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very good Proofs, to any thing againſt her; 
be indevd that ſhe — Rain'd the noble 
Blood from which ſhe ſprang. 

Pray what Family is ſhe then deſcended 
from, ſaid my Mother, ſmiling, let us knoy, 
Good Sir do us this Pleaſure, ſaid J, for iti 
rare that Perſons of great Birth are left and 
brought up in an Hoſpital. Sir, /az4 he, if 


ou {till loved her, and had not come to a 


upture, as I perceive you have, I might 

erhaps gratify your Curioſity, tho, it may be, 

ſhould not much pleaſe ſome great Perſons, 
who would not appear to know who ſhe is, 
tho they have been long fince acquainted with 
the Secret in my Preſence, where Proof was 

iven of her Birth, and i herſelf is {till 
ignorant that they know it ; but this I aſſure 
you, that both for Birth and Fortune, you 
cannot in all reaſon expect to find, or pre- 
tend to her Equals, and that whoever 
marrys her, will not need to bluſh for being 
ally'd to her; nor need his Family, tho 
more Noble than ours, be aſham'd to own 
her: This I know, from my own Knowledge, 
to be true ; but I believe nothing of what is 
ſaid to her Prejudice, till 'tis proved. Well 
then, Sir, id J, to undeccive you, and let 
you ſce that I did not break with her bur for 
good Reaſons, I will give you Proof. So | 
roſe and went to my Cloſet, from whence I 
fetch'd the Letters Valeran had writ to my 
Mother and me; which I had kept, only 
with Deſign to ſhew them to him, to ſee it 
what he ſaid agreed with S:/via's Report. He 


took and read them thro', and then return'd 
| them 
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them to me. I am, ſaid he, aftoniſh'd at 
what I have read; but if he who gave you 
this Intelligence is no better acquainted with 
what concerns Rouviere than with all the reſt, 
| can aſſure you that he is deceived, or a great 
Raſcal, who writes with no other Defign but 
to do hurt to a virtuous young Lady by villa- 
nous Falſhoods : Do you know him, ſaid he, 
Sir? This Giver of Advice, if he be worth 
my while, I will teach - him better. Manners, 
or elſe I will take other Meafures. No, Sir, 
ſaid J, I know not who he is; and I only keep 
theſe Papers as a Preſervative againſt the 
Temptation of Silvia's Charms. | 

Well then, ſai4 he, I muſt now tell you 
what I know for certain truth ; the Reputation 
of ſuch a Maid as Silvia deſerves well the 
betraying of a Secret which I was truſted 
withal by Perſons who are at preſent dead, tho 
| run the Riſk of diſobliging ſome who are yet 
'> Walive, yet they cannot be angry when they 
20 Wknow it was done to ſave the Reputation of a 
Perſon ſo nearly related to them as ſhe is ; 
therefore, if you will give me the hearing, I 
1 will tell you all the truth, My Mother was the 
r firlt to deſire him to do it. 

e So he related Silvia's Birth, being left at, 
and taken out of, the Hoſpital; all that had 
paſt concerning her at the Dutcheſs's, as her 
giving her the Money and Jewels, Valerau's 
nſolent Attempts; and, in fine, he related to 
my Mother all that Silvia had told me in e- 
rery Circumſtance, adding nothing but that 
ia was till ignorant who was her real Mo- 
ther, and believed that it was a young 
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Gentlewoman whoſe Name was 4e Monglas, 41 
Domeſtick of Madam de Buringe's, but thatit Wl, 
was not truth, and that Perſon being ſecretly il ; 
marry'd to another, died in Child-bed; bu WW, 
that Si/via's true Mother did not die till long WM , 
after: That ſhe was a young Lady of great Ml , 

uality, who, on a Promiſe of Marriage, n 
yielded to the Chevalier 4e Buringe, ſince Ml ;, 
Marquis of that Name; that they took one if y 
another's Word in the Reſolution of being Wi ;, 
marry'd ; but neither of them being then at 
their own Diſpale, they dared not declare the 
Secret; ſo that being ſecretly deliver'd of 
Silvia, ſhe was fain to have her expoſed by a 
Confident into the Hoſpital, with all the Marks 

{ſible to have her known afterwards : That 
Iionßeur de Buringe's elder Brother dying 
Lefore he had made his Vows as a Knight 
Commander of Malra, he return'd into France 
to marry his dear Miſtreſs, and take his Child 
home to be acknowledged for his ; but that 
at his return he found the Lady marry'd 1 
Monſieur , whom ſhe had been conſtrain'd 
to eſpouſe by her Parents, and, to fave this 
Lady's 5 he told his Siſter the 
Dutcheſs, that $//via's Mother was dead, ani 
but a private Gentlewoman ; and that he wa 
ſo diſguſted at his Miſtreſs's Infidelity . that 
he renounced Matrimony ; that he was at la 
Lilld at the Siege of Cangdia, and that bi 
Miſtreſs did not long ſurvive him. 

But all that I cannot unriddie, ſaid the Gt 
71ernor, is the Cheat, that it is here pit 
tended S$:/via had plotted with Rouviere, 1 


Man who I know ſo well, that if Jnflice ty lodge 
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been done upon him, he had been broke up- 


on the Wheel thirty Years ago, notwithſtand- 
ing his being born of a good Family : This 
makes me ſuſpect ſome Villany againſt her; 
and if you will truſt theſe Papers in my Hands, 
they ſhall be ſafe ; and tho' it be but only for 
my own Satisfaction, I will ſpeak with $:/via 
to-morrow, nay, this Day, if I can find her. 
You ſhall do what you think fit, ai J, giving 
him the Papers, I am fo little concern'd a- 
bout her, that it is indifferent to me whether 
ſhe be proved guilty or innocent, and I aflure 
vou I ſhall never more think of marrying her. 
You are very much incenſed againſt her, young 
Gentleman, ſaid he, to make ſuch an ill-bred, 
il natured Declaration; but ſhe is very much 
chang'd fince I ſaw her, if ſhe does not con- 
temn you as much as you do her; for ſhe is a 
Perſon who has no Occaſion to force herſelF u 

on any body, nor expoſe herſelf to be refu- 
ſed; a hundred Gentlemen, far your Supe- 
tors, will be glad of her if ſhe will accept of 
one of them, He was in a great Paſſion, and 
was tranſported in my Mind to ſee him fo 
bravely take the Part of a Perſon who was 
ſo dear to me ; and my Mother herſelf, ſee- 
ing him ſo angry, was vex'd to hear me ſpeak 
lo rudely of Silvia in the preſence of a Perſon 
whom ſhe infinitely reſpected, and had no 
mind to diſoblige : She chid me, and deſired 
he would =. me, and then made me a 
dign to withdraw; which I did, after making 


Jnany handſome Compliments to the Gover- 


nor, whoſe Footman inform'd me where he 
lodged, which was, by good-luck, very near 
2 Silvia's 
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Silvia's, whither I went that Inſtant ; and 
without telling her one word of what had 

aſs'd, I fer the Writing-table before her, 
bid ber fit down, and put the Pen into her 
Hand, laughing, without giving her time to 
ask Queſtions: Come, my dear, ſaid J, write 
what I ſhall dictate to thee. She would fain 
have known what 1 meant; but I made her 
write theſe Words. 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
C 
S1R, a 
4 
* 
| 


The NQ E. 
Have excellent S Ʒies to inform me of wht 
paſſes abroad, and I return here my humble | 


Thanks for your having ſo 2enerouſly defended 
me this Day at Mates Jes 2 my 
her Son, ho is become à perfect Brute: | 
Hall be very glad to render you an Account f 
my Conduct, which has not in any kind d. 
ceived the good Opinion you have of me. The 
Obligations I have to you, and the Gooaneſi 
you have always ſhewn towards me, oblige me 
to juſtify my ſelf to you ; and if you ill be 
pleaſed to take the trouble to come to my Houſe 
this Hour, I will do it. I am impatient i 
fee you, and ſhall always be, 


SIR, 
Your moſt obliged 


humble Servant, 
Silvia de Buringt. 


2 ] 
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I took the Letter and ſeal'd it, and then bid 
her direct it. But to whom ? ſaid He, laug h- 
ing. Why to Monfieur, Monfieur —. Monſieur 
what? ſaid ſhe. Why the Marquis of Ville- 
Hain, ſaid J. At this word ſhe ſtarted up, and 
caught me in her Arms, overjoy'd ; S.. is he 
come to Paris? ſaid ſhe, _ $48 you ſeen 
him? Yes, ſaid J, haſte, and ſend the Let- 
ter to his Lodging, and you ſhall know all. 
She did ſo, and her Footboy carried it, bein 
order'd to wait his coming home, if he dic 
not find him there; but he did not ſtay at 
all: So that I had only time to acquaint Sil- 
via with the Heads of our Diſcourſe before 
the Footboy came up to tell us the Marquis 
was upon the Stairs : So I withdrew, and ſhe 
ran to meet him at the Stair's-head. *Tis 
needleſs to tell you the Civilities that paſs'd be- 
tween them; but at laſt he aſk'd her, how 
ſhe could come to know ſo ſoon what had fo 
lately paſs'd at Madam des Frans's? Oh! I 
have a familiar Spirit, ſaid /he, that tells me 
all that is done and ſaid at that Lady's. He 
has ſerved you very punctually to day, ſaid he, 
laughing ; but tell me ſeriouſly, how came 
you to know it. I do not jeſt, ſaid ſoc, tis 
my familiar Spirit that has told me all al- 
ready, and you ſhall ſee him preſently ; and 
if you will do us the Honour to ſup with us, 
you will highly oblige us. Come, my Fami- 
liar, appear, ſaid ſhe, calling me, on cehich I 
enter d. Well, Sir, can I have a better Fa- 
miliar than this ? ſai4 ſhe, eving me to him. 
No indeed, Madam, ſaid be: I muſt no- 
longer call you Madam 4% Huringe, I perceive 

E 3 now, 
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now, I begin to underſtand Monſieur de. 
Frans's meaning, when he ſaid he ſhould 
never think any more of marrying you : | 
have afforded you both a great deal of Di. 
verſion ; and you acted your Part very well 
Sir, ſaid he, embracing me, I find the Deed 
is done without Madam your Mother's know. 
ledge. Yes, Sir, ſaid J, it is; and neither 
ſhe, nor any one Perſon of my Family knows 
any thing of it: You know the Reaſons of 
my keeping it a Secret, by the reading the 
Letters a Raſoal writ to my Mother, who! 
told you before my Mother I did not know; 
but my Wife told me it was YValeran, the 
Villain you told us of, and I found it to be ſo; 
my Mother believes all his Lyes firmly, and 
I did not think it proper to undeceive her, 
not having any certain Proofs to give her; and 
I thought it was better to marry Silvia pri vate 
iy, than to run the Risk of asking her Cor- 
ent, which I knew I ſhould be denied; fol 
pretended to be quite turn'd againſt Silvic, 
and by that means put an End to all her Sul 
picions, and before I marry'd Silvia, all ws 
clear'd as to what this Letter contain'd, and! 
believed her own Teſtimony, and am very 
glad I did ſo : So ſoon as I ſaw you come to 
my Mother's I reſolved to take an Occaſion to 
turn the Diſcourſe on Silvia ; not to be fa. 
tis'y'd my ſelf that ſhe had not deceived me, 
for I never doubted the truth of any thing ſhe 
ſaid, but that you might (without ſeeming to 
have any Deſign, as you had not, but an bo- 
nourable love to truth) juſtify Silvia in my 


Mother's preſence ; and I was raviſh'd to hear 
(FF 5 | you 
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tou take her Part ſo cordially, and take fire 
when I ſpake ſo {lightly of my dear & ,t8.: 
and if I had not had fo great a Reſpect for 
you as I have, I had ſaid more to provoke 
you, to have the Pleaſure of hearing you vin- 
dicate her. You might at laſt have made me 
very angry, ſaid he, tho I have a great deal 
of reſpe& for your Mother; but I could not 
have refrain'd from vindicating the Daughter 
of a Gentleman whom I dearly loved whilſt 
alive, and to whom I had a thouſand Obliga- 
tions which I can never forget, but ſhall al- 
ways have a grateful Senſe of to my death 
one who truſted me with all his Secrets, Ty 
dying recommended his dear Child to me, de- 
firing I would be a Father to her in his Read, 
And this was the Reaſon that made the 
Dutcheſs always communicate to me all that 
concern'd her. I knew very well, Sir, /a:d J. 
how much you eſteem'd her, where fore I did 
not delay to ſet you at eaſe; but made her 
ſend immediately for you, fearing that if I 
waited to ſpeak with you at your Lodging, 
you were ſo angry that you would not give me 
a patient Hearing; and I alſo conſider d that 
you ſeem'd deſirous to ſee her. I approve all 
you have done, Sir, /ai4 he, but will you be 
willing that I ſhould ask your Wife concerning 
the Story of Rowuviere, for I muſt own that 
ſtill diſturbs me? I would alſo know how, 
and where, you were marry'd, and, in ſhort, 
all that has happen'd to via fince the Death 
of the Dutchefs ae Cranvas? I am not only 
willing, Sir, ſaz4 J, but I defire that you 
ſhould be inform'd of all things, in the firſt 
E 4 place 
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place for your own Satisfaction, and in the 
next, becauſe Silvia and I hope that you will 
be ſo good as to bring other People to Rea- 
fon ; for Truths from your Mouth will gain 


credit much ſooner than from ours, or other 


People's. I ſhall do you all the Service I am 


able, % he, and you may depend on me, 
for I affure you tis with all the Joy imagins- 
ble that I ſee you thus united, for you are the 
Children of two of my deareſt Friends. You, 
Sir, ſi he to me, of the beſt Friend and Re- 
lation I ever had; and I may ſay that I made 
the Match between one of my Couſins and 
Madam ——, You are then Relations, i 
Silvia. Yes, Madam, aid the Governcr, 
Madam. des Frans and I are Brothers Chil- 
dren. Ah! Drole, ſaid ſhe ro me, clapping 
me on the Cheek, way did you never tell me 
ſo? you thought I did not tell you truth, 
And you, Sir, ſaid ſhe to the Governor, em- 
bracing him, permit me to acknowledge you 
for a kind Relation, and an indulgent . 
He embraced her tenderly, and aſſur' d her of 
the Continuance of his Affection and Priend- 
ſhip, proteſting, that he eſteem'd her Father 
above all Men alive ; and that he would, for 
his Sake, her own, and mine, do us all the 
Service that lay in his Power at all times. 
We return'd him our thanks; and then 
Silvia told him all that had paſt concerning 
herſelf fince the Dutcheſs's Death; but when 
ſhe came to that Part which related to Row 


viere, ſhe was ſo much out of Countenance 


that I was obliged to tell it him my ſelf ; but 
I did not tell him that I had ſet him and 
| 1858 5 Valeran 
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FValeran together by the Ears, and been partly 
the Occafion of that Villain's End. He cem d 
mightily pleaſed with the Account we gave 
him, and commended Silvias Conduct and 
mine; but at the ſame time, he could not 
approve the Trick ſhe went about to put upon 
me with Rouviere, and told her, Truth was 
always preferable before all figilter Deſigns. 
But ſhe excuſed herſelf on account that ſhe 
had never thought of ſuch a thing, if ſhe had 
known how to prove her Birth, and make ap- 
pear who her Parents were ; but that ſhe had 
repented of her Fault, and had ſhed many 
Tears for it. He told her, in anſwer; that ſhe 
ſhould have rather diſhonour'd herſelf by that 
Cheat; for Rouviere's Actions were ſo baſe, 
that if his End were anſwerable, it would be 
an eternal Infamy to thoſe. who belong'd to 
him : That- we Id never. be aſham'd of 
any Condition in which God has placed us, 
fince we are not accountable for our Births, 
but our Actions. To all this ſhe acquieſced. 
and we fat down. to Supper. and he and 1 
confider'd of the Means, to get out of the 
Officers of Juſtice's Hands and Garreau's 
Heirs, the Marquis of 2uringe's Letter to. 
the Dutcheſs his Siſter, and S:{via's Contract 
of Marriage; which we accordingly did the 
next Day; and I have them both by me at 
this time. | 
Before we fat down to Supper, Silvia ſtept 
out'of the Room to give Orders, and had me 
alld to her, and ask'd me if I thought fit 
that ſhe ſhould offer Monſieur Villeblain her 
Table, during his Stay in Paris? I told 
E 5 ber: 
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her I had defign'd it. So we went in toge. 
ther, and fat — to Table, where Madam 
Morin took her Place as uſual ; and the Go. 
vernor ſaid that of her which removed all my 
Suſpicions at that time; and I would to God 
ſhe had never given Occaſion to me to re- 
vive them. Silvia, at Supper, told him, that 
fince he had po Family at Paris and muſt be 
obliged to eat abroad, or with the People 
where he lodged, which would be very in- 
convenient for a Gentleman of his Years, ſhe 
defired, that fince his Lodging was but two 
or three Doors from her Houſe, he would 
come every Day and eat with her; that ſhe 
ſhould dreſs nothing more than uſual for him; 
that ſhe had excellent Wine, ſuch as he could 
not find in publick Eating-houſes and Taverns, 
and that we both entreated this Favour of 
him, and ſhould think our ſelves highly ho- 
noured to have his Company ? With much 
difficulty we at laſt prevail'd, and he accepted 
our Offer, but on Condition that his Footmen 


ſhould not eat there, nor come but when they 
were call'd. 


Beſides the Money my Wife had given me, 
ſhe would needs ſell ſome of her Jewels; be- 
cauſe ſhe defired that I ſhould- buy my ſelf a 
good Employment ; which I conſented to, 
and accordingly treated for a very conſide- 
rable one, and offer'd to pay the Price. This 
foon came to my Mother's Ears, who ask'd 
me where I meant to get ſo great a Sum of 
Money? I told her my Friends would lend it 
me ; and ſeeing plainly that ſhe certainly ſuſ- 
pected the truth, I thought it was better 7 
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diſcover all, than let her continue in pain 
and fo I defired Monſieur Je Villeblain to go 
to her and tell it her. * B 235 
He immediately went, and carry'd the 
— de Buringe's Letter along with bim: 
We had torn S/lvia's Contract of Marriage 
with Garreau. He did not at firſt ſeem to- 
come with any Deſign but to ſee her; he 
knew that I was not at home, and therefore: 
he ask'd for me whom he left with Si. 
She ask'd him what he wanted with me? IL 
came, ſaid he, with a very unconcern'd' Air, 
taking the Papers out of his Pocket, to entire- 
ly rid his Mind of all the ill Thoughts of Sil. 
via that he til] retains, and to make him re- 
fore her that Eſteem that he had for her 
heretofore, for I have diſcover'd all the truth; 
not by her means, but by other Hands worthy 
of credit; and I find her intirely_innocent in 
every Particular, and I was not deceived 
when I vindicated her: The Writer of theſe- 
villanous Papers is a Raſcal, who merits 
hanging. My Mother, who was a very Wo- 
man for being curious and inquifitive, ſaid, go 
on, Sir, with your Story. ! faid Madam 
de Contamine, your Sex is as curious as ours. 
I beg pardon, Madam, ſaid Monſieur des 
Frans, — a little ſplenetick when I mention 

Silvia; but no Man loves or reſpects the Sex 

more than | do. But to proceed: My Mother 

ſeem'd defirous to know what he had to ſay, 

which was what he waited for; ſo he pleaded 

Silvia's Cauſe as if it had been at the Bar for 

bis own Child, and juſtify'd her in every Par- 
ticular except what related to Rouviere 3 

| * 
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which he excuſed, as proceeding from the 
Exceſs of her Love to me, and fear of loſing 
me. And when he ſaw that my Mother was 
ſoften'd, he began to talk of me ; and endea- 
your'd to. convince her of the advantages I 
ſhould reap. in marrying Silvia, and that I 
could never find ſuch another Wife ; that it 
was the way to make my Fortune, and place 
me in the World all at once; that he believ'd 
I till loved her, and therefore, Madam, fad 
he, if you will give your conſent, I will under- 


take to'reconcile him and her. I believe, Sir, 


ſaid ſhe, that it will be no difficult matter; 
and I will deal more fincerely with you than 
you have done with me, and tell you I per- 
ceive 'tis needleſs to ask my Conſent ; det 
Frans's going to buy a Place ſo far above 
his Pocket, has open'd my Eyes, and I doubt 
not but they are long ſince marry'd. Yes, 
Madam, ſaid he, they were. Then he ſaid 
all he was able to make her approve of it: 
That her Pardon was all that was wanting 
to make us the * Couple in the World; 
that ſhe could not do better than to take S4 
home to her, and he was ſure ſhe would ne- 
ver repent of her being her Daughter- in law: 
That he would get the Marquis 4 Anemace 
and his Lady ſpoke to, and was ſure they 
would own her for their Relation: That ſhe 
ſhould confider how nobly and generouſly ſhe 
had acted towards Monfieur Jes Frans : That 
I was no ways to blame in concealing my 
Marriage, fince ſhe would doubtleſs bave op- 


— it, and prevented my good Fortune, 


ing fo prejudiced againſt. via: He — 
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her the Marquis 4e Buringe's Letter; and aſ- 
fured her of the truth of all he related, upon 
his own knowledge. After he had ſaid and 
done all he could, my Mother continuing fi- 
jent without interrupting him; ſhe at laſt, 
having muſed for ſome time, gave him this 
Anſwer, having come to a final Reſolution : 
Sir, if I did not put great Confidence in all 
you ſay, I proteſt I ſhould not credit half of 
what you have told me ; but I know you to 
be a Man of ſtrict Honour and Integrity, and 
therefore I believe every tittle of what you 
have ſaid. And now put your ſelf in my 
and tell me ſincerely what you would 
I have but one only Son, and he has 
married, without my knowledge, a Perſon 
whom I believed the vileſt of Women: "Tis 
true, I am now diſabuſed ; but how ſhall I 
undeceive my Brothers, and the world ? they 
know I am ſo fond of my Son, they will not 
believe one word from me in his Vindication ; 
they have ſeen her Accuſation, and they will 
always look on her as a Poundling, bred in an 
Hoſpital, and her Fortune as the Spoils of a 
noble Family, and deſpiſe him for ſuch an 
Alliance. You may ſay indeed he is now in a 
Condition not to value their Anger, and 
therefore he needs not care what they think or 
lay. Tis true, but have I no Occafion for 
their Friendſhip ? and can I, who have no o- 
ther Child, take her home and own her, and 
ke her look'd on as our Diſhonour ? nor can 
you, Sir, juſtify the Trick ſhe would have put 
upon my Son; ſhe underſtands intrigue. 80 
lubtle a Lady will make a very * 
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Wife; *tis a wonderful cunning Contrivance 
for a Maid not twenty to manage and invent, 
nor can I forgive it: And for this Reaſon alone 
I would never let her live with me. 1 like her 
for loving my Son, that pleads for her ; 'tis 
now her Duty, fince he is her Husband ; l 
believe her love fincere, elſe ſhe would never 
have given him her Fortune ; I admire her 
Generofity and her Virtue ; I beſeech God 
that ſhe may never have reaſon to repent it, 
or ever change her Sentiments — 5 him. 
And now I will tell you my Determination, 
which is unalterable : I will have her ever 
live apart from me, I will in private treat her 
as my Daughter, but never before the world; 
he may live with her as he thinks fit, nay, I 
will admit of her Viſits, and return them, on 
Condition that their Marriage be kept a Se- 
cret during my Lite, thar I may not have the 
Grief to ſee her ſlighted by my Family, and 
my ſelf deſpiſed. This is my laſt Refolve, 
which nothing ſhall make me r nge from. 
This being all the Governor could obtain 
from her, he came directly to Sis, where 
I waited, and recounted all that had paſt ver- 
batim, not — any thing. I was very 
glad to hear my Mother took it ſo well, for ! 
expected worſe from her paſſionate Temper; 
I was much afraid Su,, would not be con- 
rented to live after ſuch a manner, but I was 
agreeably miltaken ; for when I told her my 
Fears, You do not know me perfectly yet, 
ſaid ſhe, embracing me, I did not think of 
being related to your Family, but to you; 
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| am your Wife, ſo long as I really am fo : 1 
am glad, for your eale, that your Mother 


knows our Secret, becauſe ſhe can now make - 


no more ill Conſtructions of whatever paſſes 
between us ; ſhe knows and believes me vir- 
tuous, and I value not the reſt of the world, 
in keeping it a Secret: we ſhall have a double 
Pleaſure, ſtolen Pleaſures are ſweeteſt, and I 
am very glad to live ſo, for fear you ſhould 
to love me lefs, by ſeeing your Family 
flight me; now perhaps I may be admired 
whilſt unknown, and your Flame will augment 
by having new Proofs of my Virtue and Aﬀec- 
tion: let me be neglected by all your Family, 
ſo you {till love and eſteem me. I was charm d 
with ſo diſintereſted an Anſwer, and Monſieur 
Villeblain was laviſh in her Praiſes. We 
dined together, and it was reſolved that I 
ſhould forthwith buy an Employment, and 
look for a Houſe where Sula might live, 
nearer my Mother's, and more handſome and 
commodiouſly than where ſhe was. I found 
ſuch a one ſoon, for there was enough to be let 
about us ; to this Houſe a Garden belong'd, 
the Back-door of which open'd juſt againſt 
the Palliſado's of my Mother's Garden, ſo 
that I could make an Opening, and one Door 
could ſerve to go out of one Garden into the 
other, which was very convenient ; ſo that I 
could come in at all Hours, without knocking 
at the Front-doors of either Houſe, with a 
Maſter-key which I had made on purpoſe, 
and always carry'd in my Pocket. Here Silvia 
me to live, and ſome time after I bought 
Houſe, and it was the ſame that I am 
now 
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now going to live in, and I defign to let or 
fell . which was my Mother's, becauſe it is 
not ſo convenient and handſome as this, being 
old faſhion d. The Beauty of this Neu- 
comer was ſoon the talk of all the Neighbour. 
hood, and you were the firit, ſai4 Monſieur de 
Frans ro Monſieur du Puis, who ſpoke of her 
to me; and I, you know, ſeem'd not to know 
her, for I was reſolved to hide her being my 
Wife from all the World, for the Reaſons [ 
have already told you; I very ſeldom ſaw 
her in publick, and ſeem'd as if I was making 
love ellewhere. Go on with your Story, /aid 
Monſieur des Ronais, to ſave Madam 4e 
Mongey the confufion of bluſhing for your 
Folly ; we all know what you did. You are 
in the right, /ai4 des Frans, tis not the on 
Fault I have committed in my Life; but 
will make Reparation : I had my Hours of 
being with $:/v/a, and as I was often with 
you and Gallonin, ſhe ask'd me who you both 
were? and I faid all the kind things of you 
that Men ſpeak of their beſt Friends and Peo- I. 
ple of merit, and too much of Gallonin, be- it 
cauſe he proved the Man who d me in pu 
the tendereſt Part. She ſpake ber Thoughts 
freely alſo, how well ſhe liked you both, and 7 
ſaid ſome. things in his praiſe, which I at that ry 
time did not take notice of ; but fince, whe- c 
ther out of Hatred and Jealouſy, or ſome we 
Prejudice which I had in my Soul againſt him, A 
I have often call'd to mind and reflected upon; 
and tho ſhe lived very private, and was viſite 
— ſcarce any Body, yet ſhe had ſuch an Air 


Quality, and her Servants, tho few, * 
0 
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ſo genteel, and her Livery ſo fine, that all 
things made a very good Appearance ; ſhe 
was likewiſe always well dreſs'd, eſpecially 
her Linen, Lace and Jewels, of which ſhe 
had ,a great many, and very fine ones; in 
ſhort every thing appear'd grand, and ſhe 
ſeem d, both in Perſon and Way of Life, a 
young Lady of great Birth and Fortune, and 
the young Gallants thought her worth their 
Purſuit ; but ſhe did not love a Crowd of Ac- 
uainrance, and for that Reaſon kept but a 
& Perſons company, and thoſe all ſelected; 
who met almoſt every Day at your Houſe, 


ſaid he to Madam de Londe, or at hers, of 


which Number Madam Gallouin, your Mo- 
ther, permitted you and your Siſters to viſit 
Silvia, and your Brother, and Monſieur 4 
Pris, who were of this Society aiſo ; and it 
was with extreme Pleaſure that I ſaw Silvia's 
Wit and Beauty admired by every Body, and 
I obſerv'd, without the leaſt Uneaſineſs, the 
Pains Galloutn took to gain her Favour, and 
I was ſo much an eaſy Fool that I was inſen- 
ible of Jealouſy ; on the contrary I was 
N to ſee her divert herſelf, and obliged 
er to ſee Company oftener than ſhe deſired ; - 
and when we were alone, we diverted our 
ſelves with the Offers and Courtſhip of her 
Admirers ; yet ſhe frequently defired me to, 
let her live private and retired, as ſhe did. 
before our Marriage, and receive no Viſits but 
from Womankind ; but I who ſought my own 
and her undoing, as it proved, would not yield 
to her Defice ; but alas ! how could I foreſee 


Wat a Woman, who had done ſo much for 
me, 
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me, and whoſe Affection ſeem'd daily to in. 
creaſe, ſhould become falſe ? I muſt be more 
than Man to divine ſuch a thing. 

It was near three Months that ſhe had lived 
near my Mother without ſeeing her, but only 
en paſſant. They had both a Mind to ſee one 
another, and to talk together ; but what Pre- 
text could I find to bring her to our Houſe, 
without the Reaſons being gueſs'd at? I could 
have eaſily brought her thro' the Garden; 
but my Mother would not: She was much 
pleaſed with her Air and her Beauty, and her 
Curiofity was augmented by what ſhe heard 
other People ſay of her, and ſhe was deſirous 
to know it her Mind correſponded to her Per- 
ſon; and tho ſhe belieyed from other People's 
Report that ſhe had a vaſt deal of Wit, yet 
ſhe wanted to be a Judge of it herſelt; but 
the Governor, who had left Paris on ſome 
Occaſion, returning, did the Buſineſs; for he 
brought her to vifit my Mother as his own 
Relation, as ſhe really was by marrying me, 
and my Mother return'd her Vifit ; and I was 
glad to ſee that they liked one another. The 
Governor went from Paris for Malta ſoon 
after, where he died"about three Years ago 
much troubled at S$ilvia's Death, of which | 
had ſent him word, without daring to let him 
know the Particulars. He had done us al! 
the Service with my Mother and Uncles, as if 
he had been our own Father. My Mother 
and S'[via, grew very intimate, and viſited 
one another frequently, in outward Appeat- 
ance, only out of Civility, bur, in truth, out 


of Inclination and Duty ; for it is certain that 
| wy 
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my Mother grew to love her dearly, and went 
with the Governor to my Uncle's, and de- 
clared our Marriage, and all that had paſt, and 
made them agree to publiſh our Marriage, 
which had been done if I had not been 
obliged to leave Paris all of a ſudden, juſt 
as it was to be done. 

I had not bought the Employment I was 
about, becauſe I found that it was too, hazard- 
ous and troubleſome for a Man like me, Who 
did not love trouble, nor could not make ſuch 
baſe Advantages of it as ſome could. - I was 
now at eaſe, and cared not to trouble my Head 
with meddling with the Publick Revenues, ſo 
I broke the Bargain, and reſolved to buy a 
Place at Court, ſuch a one as I have been 
treating for but two Days ago; and I was 
concluding the Bargain for that Place, when I 
received News that there had been a Fire in 
the Manor-houſe of a Lordſhip which I had 
in Pozffou ; which was almoſt all that I had 
left belonging to my Father. 

This made me immediately mount on Horſe- 
back and go thither, where I found things 
worſe than they had ſent me word: My Far- 
mer was put in Priſon on Suſpicion of having 
fired the Houſe himſelf, on purpoſe to conceal 
bis robbing it of a great deaf of rich Furniture 
and Plate, which had been received by. a 
Neighbouring Gentleman, who was in no good 
Circumſtances. I was much intereſted in this 
Affair, for, firſt, the Farmer owed me a great 
deal of Money, and. then my Houſe was 
burn'd, which had coſt my Father above Fifty 
thouſand Livres ; ſo I was oblig'd to begin __ 

ute, 


116 The ILLUSTRIOUS 


ſute, both againſt my Farmer and the Gentle- 
man, who, according to their own Confeſſion, 
were the cauſe of the Miſchief, This Bufineſ 
kept me above four Months from Paris. At laſt, 
being tired, and finding that my Cauſe muſt 
be brought before the ee. of Paris, | 
return'd home, and left all to my Lawycr 
Management. And having a Fancy to lur- 
rf Silvia in a pleaſing manner, E did not 
end her word of my coming; and here comes 
the fatal part of my tragick Story : Prepare to 
hear the Cauſe of my Grief Shame, and the 
ſad Events my Rage and Folly produced; and 
to complete. all, my laſt Weakneſs in deter- 
mining to forgive, and take again my ruin'd 
faithleſs Silvia. | 

I had, as I have already inform'd you, 2 
Key to my Garden and Houſe-door, and had 
not ſent word of my coming to any Creature 
living; ſo that I was not expected; I arrived 
late, and at an Hour when every Body was in 
Bed, that was at two a-clock in the Morning. 
I found the Garden-gate upon the Latch, and 
not lock'd ; fo that I, in my ſelf, blamed 
the Servants for neglecting to faſten it at 
Night, and gueſs'd not the real Cauſe: I went 
up into Si/v:g's Apartment as ſoftly as I could, 
becauſe 1 would ſurprize her ſleeping : But 
alas ! how was I ſurpriz'd when-by the Light 
of a Wax Taper on the Table, I ſaw a Man's 
Clothes lying on a Chair by the Bedfide, and 
two Perſons ſleeping in one another's Arms, 


that is, Gallouim and the perfidious Silvia, 
lock'd in cloſe Bmbraces ! What Fury, what 
Deſpair ſeiz'd my Soul! gueſs but what Tor- 

tures 


— 


wk» I-43 YT r 


French LOVERS. 117 


tures rent my ſwelling Breaſt! F drew my 
Sword with a Defign to ſtab them both, but 
ſhe ſtirr d; and gazing upon her ſnowy Breaſt 
that lay bare, 1 * to my fiery Eyes; a 
Breaſt ! whoſe Whiteneſs outvyed the new- 
faln Snow, which I before even idoliz'd, m 
Fury was diſarm'd, and ſo I gain'd a Moment's 
Thought; and began to reflect, that leaving 
them ſo kill'd together would reveal my 
Shame, and I had {ti]l Thoughts of preſerving 
her Reputation from the World's Cenſure, e- 
yen in the Moment when ſhe was ruining 
mine, and could not reſolve to take an un- 
nerous Revenge, tho at that Inſtant juſt; 
What Glory, thought I, can I acquire by 
ſtabbing of a Woman, or ridding my elf of a 
ſleeping Enemy, who has not time to defend 
himſelf. I'bis Thought, which I fancy'd was 
a true Notion of Generofity, and was in effect 
but an Illuſion, proceeding from my own 
Weakneſs for her, brought me to a Reſolu- 
tion ; and I contented my ſelf with taking on- 
y wy Infidel's Pearl Necklace, which was by 
ance untied, and carry'd it away with me as 
a Proof that I had ſurpriz'd her in the blackeſt 
Crime a Woman can commit. And fo I left 
the hateful Room and Houſe, rack'd by a 
thouſand different Thoughts, and went direQ- 
ly back to the Inn where I had left my 
orſes, mounted, and return'd directly to the 
Country. There I diſpoſed all things for my 
Revenge, ina manner conformable to my Re- 
ſentments and my Diſgrace ; for I was but too 
ſenſible of my Injury. And having ſpared her 
Life in the dreadful Moment of my Paſſion, 
on 
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on cooler Thoughts 1 had reſolved, to make 
her conſume the Remainder of it in a Dun- 
geon, ſhut in between four Walls, and fed 
with Bread and Water ; that ſhe might ſuffer 
a Puniſhment, the tediouſneſs of which might 
* her Pain: and to make it my Pleaſure 
to deprive my ſelf of her, as being become 
unworthy of my Embraces, and yet to ſnatch 
her from my Rival, without his knowing from 
whence the Blow came. With this Deſign l 
writ to her, that I ſhould be ſoon at Paris; 
and received an Anſwer from her which makes 
me ſhake every time I think of it, and re- 
doubles my Averſion for her; it was full of 
nothing but Aſſurances of a conſtant Affection, 
and tender Complaints of my long Abſence, 
and Intreaties to me to return. Yes, perfidi- 
ous Wretch, ſaid J, I will return; but it ſhall 
be to waſh off, in thy Stallion's Blood, the 
Stains of thy Falſhoold and Infamy. Ar laſt 
I arrived at Paris, but fo alter'd that I was 
| ſcarce to be known; I ſtaid at my Mother's, 
and went not to my Traytereſs, as ſhe ex- 
pected. Next my ſhe ſent a Letter full 
of Complaints of my Indifference and want 
of Affection. I return d no Anſwer. She grew 
impatient, and came herſelf up into my 
Chamber; but I received her very coldly. 
She did all ſhe could to revive my Love, and 
begg'd to know what I ail'd, ſeeming ignorant 
of all. Whilſt I, who had no mind to dif 
cover my Rage till I had had my Revenge 
on her Lover, difſembled ; and told her I was 
ill and fatigued with my Journey. She grew 
angry, and told me ſhe wanted not —_ 
lea- 
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Pleaſures; ſhe wanted nothing of me but that 
Love, that tender Warmth J uſed to ſhew at 
meeting ; that Flame that burnt heretofore in 
our Breaſts, and would have ſparkled in our 
Eyes even in Death, when Nature was de- 
cay'd. Great God ! how was my Soul now 
chang'd ! I have known the time when I 
ſhould have given vent to my Paſſion tho 
threatned with immediate Death ; but now I 
was all calm, my Love and Fury in a Lether- 
oy, yet I felt Racks and Whips within, and 
was een ready to ſwoon ; when my Mother 
enter'd the Room, and freed me from her Im- 
unities, I went out that ſame Day to look 

r Gallouin, whom I at laſt met withal. He 
received me with the utmoſt Civilities, wel- 
comed and embraced me; but that was not 
what I wanted. I pick'd a Quarrel with him 
without any Grounds, and provoked him till 


he drew: We fought, I wounded him, and 


having thrown him down was going to com- 
plete my Revenge, when ſome Cons 
coming in between tore him from me ; and, 
as J had began the Quarrel; every Body was 
againſt me, but no Body ſtopt me. Sol re- 
turn'd to my Mother's, and took as much Mo- 
ney as was neceſſary for a long Journey; and 
having put into other Hands one Part of Si- 
via's Fortune, and ſecured the reſt, I let my 
Mother know that I was going to conceal my 
ſelf for ſome time for fear Gallouin ſhould 
die, and Juſtice ſeize me. She knew that 1 
began the Quarrel, and knowing I was not 
nclin'd to quarrel, ſhe imagin'd I had ſome 
ſecret Reaſons for it; ſhe aſk'd me about it, 
an 
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and preſs'd me ſo cloſe, that at laſt I diſcover'd 
the fatal Secret to her, and then ſhe was no 
longer amazed to ſee me ſo chang'd ; but, on 
the contrary, wonder'd that I had been ſo 
much Maſter of my Paſſion as not to kill them 
both together, She aſk'd what I was going to 
do? I told her my Defign, which ſhe ap. 
proved of, and ſaid ſhe was glad now that my 
infamous Marriage had been kept fo ſecret 
I told her I was returning to Provence, only 
to take a little time to calm my Grief, and 
then I would return to break my Marriage, 
and get rid of my infamous Wife. Mean 
time I begg'd her to give her a Letter which 
I had reſolved to write to her, to oblige her 
to come to à Place, which I appointed, in 
ſeven or eight Days ; but my Mother refuſed 
to do it, ſaying ſhe would never have a Hand 
in any Treachery ; and to prevent her paying 
her any Viſits ſhe left Paris that very Day, 
and went twenty Leagues off to the Count 4 
Villeblain's her own. Brother, to ſtay ſome 
time, Madam Morin was by good Fortune 
dead before this, dying ſoon after my Wife's 
Intrigue began, to which doubtleſs ſhe was 

rivy, becauſe ſhe always uſed to lie in the 

hamber thro* which one muſt paſs to go to 
=y Wife's; and it is reported, that it was 
ſulpe&ed ſhe did not die a natural Death, but 
tis certain it was ſuddenly, and I could never 
learn the truth; and let it be how it will, I 
rejoiced at her Death, for it ſaved me a great 
deal of trouble ; for I ſhould not have known 
how to have parted her and Silvia, and ſo 
could not have uſed her in the manner 2 
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without Noiſe, tho I had reſolved to ſhut her 
up with Silvia; but I thought ſuch a Compa- 
nion as ſhe would have been too great a Com- 
fort to her under her Puniſhment. 
| left Paris without ſeeing Silvia; but to 
remove all Suſpicions of my Defign, I writ her 
one of the moſt tender Letters I ever writ in 
my Life; and received an Anſwer in eight 
Days after, directed as I had order'd : I had 
writ, amongſt other things, That my greateſt 
Trouble was, that in leaving Parls I went 
from her. And ſhe anſwer'd, That ſbe was 
ready ro follow me to the fartheſt part of the 
World, This was what I wanted. I imme- 
diately writ to her again, That I had no De- 
ſign of returning to Paris, where 1 was un- 
eaſy, and under conſtraint when Tviſited her; 
and was therefore reſolved that our Marriage 
no Wl Huld be declared publickly before I return 4 
iy, Wl cbither, and ſo I had diſpoſed all things to 
4; Wl receive her at my Eſtate ; that it was 
ne Wl Deſign to live thers : And that if ſbe loved 
ine ne, as be pretended, and had ſo often told 
fe's WM me, [be could not give me à greater Proof Z 
e 
her 
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vas Mit than to come to me; and that the ſboner 
came, the more I. ſhould be convinced of 
Hection and Sincerity. And I told her, Ne 
came, as 1 did not doubt but ſhe would, ſhe 
might ſell her Plate and Furniture, becauſe 
we ſhould find enough in Provence cheaper, if 
we bad Occaſion. I deſired that ſhe would 
give me notice by zvhat Coach ſhe came, and 
the Day /be ſhould arrive at a Town which 
was about a League from my Houſe, where I 


tid ber ſtay. And that ſhe ſhould not men- 
Vor. II. F tion 
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tion me on the Way, or tell that ſhe was 
Wife, for fear that Ga'louin's Friends, jy 
were in ſearch of me, might by that means get 
ſome Hint where I was, and follow her. Al 
this ſhe punctually perform'd ; and if I was 
ſurpriz d to find her in another's Arms, ſhe was 
as much at the manner of her Reception, 
For I had taken a Poictovin to live with me, 
a Man of Wit: I told him I had debauch'd 2 
very pretty young Gentlewoman at Paris 
who was i to me without her Friend; 
knowledge; and that I muſt not go my ſelfto 
meet her, becauſe I might be diſcover'd by 
ſome who might follow her. 80 I told him 
what he ſhould do, which he exegured very 
unctually. My Houſe was juſt a League from 
Sa Town where the Paris Coach came in. 
He went the Night appointed, and ask'd for : 

Lady named Madam de Buringe ; to 
which Name ſhe anſwer'd. So he put a Note  z 
into her Hands, in which I told her, /r! If 
avas hinder d, by 4 Fall which I had hal, 5 
from mounting on Horſe-back to go to meet her, 
and that, beſides, I Teas afraid of bein 
ſeen: That I deſired ſhe would leave her 
Maid and Foorboy in the Inn for that Nigli, 
and I would ſend for them the next Day: 
And that ſhe ſhould get upon the Horſe the 
Bearer brought her, and come to me, as be 
fhould ſhew her the Way. All which ſhe did; 
and he brought her to my Houſe, where | 
waited her _— in a Part of the Houle 
which the Fire had ſpared, and which I had 
had new fitted up for my Defign. I made 
her go up with me into a Chamber, where ſhe 


ſaw 
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aw nothing but four bare Walls, into which 
no Light enter'd but a ſmall Sky-light in 
the Roof, no Fire-place or Furniture, except 
a poor old Couch with a Squab ſtuff d with 
Straw, neither Sheets nor Blankets to cover 
her, a three-leg'd Stool, and one other Con- 
venience for to eaſe Nature, with a Cock to 
turn Water into it, for her alſo to drink of, 
with 'a wooden Diſh to drink out of: it was 
Sun-ſct, yet there was Light enough for her to 
ſee the Miſery of the Place. What fad Place 
is this ? ſaid he, tis but a Dungeon. "Tis 
your Apartment, Madam, ſaid I, and the Place 
which you are deſtin'd to mourn your Crime 
and my Wrongs in, to the Hour of your Death. 
Never did a Sentence of Death pronounced 
on a Criminal have ſuch an Effect as theſe 
terrible Words had upon her; ſhe fell down 
at my Feet ſpeechleſs, and motionleſs as one 
dead, without having the Power to pronounce 
one Word. This would certainly have moved 
me, if I had not taken up my Reſolutions 
long before, and fo arm'd my Mind that I was 
wown harden'd and inflexible : And thus I 
uſted the firſt Pleaſures of my Revenge. The 
Condition ſhe had reduced me to, made me 
behold that which ſhe was in with Scorn, and 
my Abhorence for her redoubled, ſo that I 
had not the leaſt ſenſe of pity. I ſcarch'd her 
kockets, and took away from her every thing 
that could harm her, leaving neither Knife, 
Bodkin, nor String, to end her Life by, for 
fear ſhe ſhould attempt it; but uſed her like 
tcondemn'd Criminal, whoſe Life is preſery'd 
day to be made a publick Example, by the 
ug F 2 Terror 
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Terror of his Death. She came not to her. 
ſelf by all the turning and toſſing I gave her, 
and I delighted my Eyes with this cruel Spec 
tacle, taking a barbarous and inhuman Plea. 
ſure in this moving Sight: How was I chang'd! 
I have ask'd my ſelf a thouſand times fince, 
how I could grow fuch a Fiend, and have the 
Heart to treat ſo cruelly, a Woman whom! 
had ſo idoliz'd, nay, whom I ſtill adored ? | 
at laſt left her in this Condition, ſenſeleſs, on 
the Floor; and, for fear, leſt ſome Remains of 
Pity ſhould ſeize me, I left home, and went 
to ſup at a Friend's three Leagues off, where | 
lay, and return'd not till the next Morning; 
So L ſent for my Wife's Maid and Footman, 
and kept them with me : I had placed them 
with Hlvia, and was ſure they were not priry 
to her Crimes, for ſhe was too prudent : | 
told them their Lady was gone to one of my 
Relations, and would ſoon be back; but I de- 
fign'd to diſcharge them in ſome time. And 
becauſe I would have no body ſtay in my Fs. 
mily who could betray my Secret, I gave the 
Poictovin a good Sum of Money, and ſent him 
out of the Kingdom, which he was deſirous 
to leave for ſome private Reaſons. My whole 
Deſign at this time was to let her die thu 
impriſon'd, unknown to all the World. I went 
up Stairs at my return home, and found het 
in the ſame Poſture'as I had left her, lying on 
the Floor; ſhe was recover'd from her Swoon, 
but her Fright and Surprize was not paſt, and 
ſhe had certainly remain'd for fixteen Hour 
in this Condition: I cannot deſcribe to you the 
Condition ſhe was in, it even ſurpaſſes Ima- 
gination. 


once prized at the highe 
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ination. She look d movingly upon me; but 
e found in me, inſtead of a ſubmiſſive Lover 
and compaſſionate Husband, a ſevere Judge 
and an inexorable Maſter : See this, falle Wo- 
man, ſaid I, ſhewing her the Necklace I had 
taken the dreadful Night that I diſcover'd her 
Crime, are you convinced by ſeeing this? Your 
curſt Gallant was got out of my hands, but 
you ſhall not eſcape me ; and you ſhall pay 
for both, what I owe to my Vengeance. She 
made me no Anſwer, bur let fall a Shower of 
Tears; then faintly riſing, ſhe threw herſelf at 
my Feet and ſaid, I am indeed guilty in Fact, 
but innocent in my Intentions ; a Power more 
than Human compell'd me to the black Deed, 
but my Soul never had one Thought of loving 
any Man but your ſelf : I was by ſome helliſh 
Charm bereft of my Senſes, and knew not 
my Crime till *twas too late: Uſe me as you 
pleaſe, and my Heaven look with pity when 
you do not, I ſhall obey you to Death, and 
with my laſt Breath bleſs you. At theſe 
Words ſhe fainted again : I beheld her with 
a ſcornful Smile, my Breaſt was fteel'd, and 
no ſoft Thought could enter there. On her 
coming to herſelf, I threw her a Bundle of 
old Clothes, ſuch as her Servants would have 
korn'd to wear, and made her help me to 
undreſs her, and put on thoſe Rags; nay I 
left her no Shooes nor Stockings ; and then, 
to fate my Rage, I made her cut off her 
- bp _ o_ _— and 3 it _ 
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ſo fine, either for its length, lovely Curls 
or Colour, for it was blacker and brighter 
than poliſh'd Ebony. This was, I thought, 
an ample Sacrifice to my Revenge; ſo I took 
away all the Clothes ſhe pull'd off; and thus 
I provided for her Body: And for Food, | 
left her a Loaf of brown Bread, and went but 
once in three Days to carry her one. And 
thus ſhe lived without making any Complaint, 
Mean time my Affair about Gallonin wa 
made up by his recovering, and the Media- 
tion of Friends; and I had promiſed to re. 
rurn to Paris, but I had no mind now to go; 
ſo I ſent my Mother word how 1 kept and 
treated $i{via; and ſhe had great pity of her, 
and defired me in her Letter, To pardon her 
tor her ſake, for ſhe was fhock'd at the Heorra 
of the Puniſhment ; and ſaid, It was inhuman, 
and too ſevere ; and that ſhe would have 
hinder d her from leaving Paris, if be had 
foreſeen what would have follow'd. She coun- 
ſel'd me, To cblige her rather to agree to tht 
annulling our Marriage, and after that to le. 
her go; or fhut her up in a Convent, rather 
than becume her Faylor, and, in the end, ber 
Executioner; and that, in fine, 7 treated le 
as did not become a Chriſtian nor a Gentleman. 
My Mother's counſel was good; but the time 
was not come when I was diſpoſed to follow it 
In ſhort, I kept her three whole Months witi 
Bread and Water; it was Summer, or elſe the 
Cold would have almoſt kill'd her. Durin! 
this time I employ'd my ſelf in rebuilding m 
Houſe, larger and finer than it was before, de 
figning to paſs the reſt of my Days * 
5 an 
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and I had no other Pleaſure but what I took 
in building, except the brutal Satisfaction I 
had to go and inſult Silvia's Pains and Suffer- 
ings. She often threw herſelf at my Feet, in- 
treating, that fince ſhe found I could not for- 
ive her, I would at leaſt put an End to her 
ferings by Death: ſhe own'd that ſhe had 
highly offended me, tho forced to it, and not 
with her own Conſent, and was unworthy to 

enter my Bed any more; but yet, havin 

made her Peace with Heaven, as ſhe doubt 
not ſhe had, ſhe thought I might diſpatch her 
out of her Miſery. And I always left her 
without anſwering ; but Time abated myRage, 
and I ſaw very well that in making her 
wretched, I could not make my ſelf eaſier; 
and I was inwardly tortured with a thouſand 
_—_ Thoughts, and the Remorſe of my 
own Conſcience was a ſufficient Puniſhment 
for all I made her ſuffer ; and I grew ſenſible 
of all the Horrors of the Condition I kept her 
in, and began to pity her. This revived in 
my Soul all my former Tenderneſs for her, 
and I was ready not only to pardon, but ask 
pardon of her for what I had done to her, and 
to take her to my Arms again. | 

'1 ſent her Maid and Footboy two Leagues 
from home, on different Errands, and then I 
went up to her, and carried her all her Jewels,/ 
Clothes, Linen, Laces, and every thing be- 
longing to her that I thought ſhe valued, and 
made her dreſs herſelf as uſual; and then 
— her down to an Apartment in the 
e which I had got finiſh'd, and new 
furniſh'd. I told her, that I forbid her to 
| F 4 tell 
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tell any Perſon living what I had done to her, 
and to pretend that ſhe was juſt return'd from 
a Journey. 80 J gave her her Maid and Foot- 
boy to attend her when they came home, 
ſaying, their Miſtreſs was return d: And I had 
her fed, not with Bread and Water as before, 
but with all the Delicacies in Nature that 
could be gotten for her; and I need not tell 
you ſhe had much Occafion for it, for ſhe waz 
grown a 11 Shadow. I was a great while 
without ſeeing her after this Change, for ſhe 
came not out, nor I went not in to her Apart- 
ment. At laſt'I ſent her word ſhe might go 
to Maſs, and walk where ſhe plezſed : And 
ſhe did not make an ill Uſe of this Freedom; 
and I learn'd with joy that ſhe began to te- 
cover and get Health, and {he had gone abroad | 
for above a Month before I ſaw her. At lat 1 | 
ſent to know if ſhe was willing I ſhould come 
and dine with her ? She ſent me word, if | | 
leaſed. So I went into her Apartment: The il { 
nguiſhing paleneſs of her Face which ſhe ! 
had not yet recover'd, the Confuſion I ſaw in | 
her Looks at my approach, her down-cait : 
Eyes, which ſhe dared not lift up to look f 
upon me, join'd with * 1 raging Paſſion Wl © 
a 
li 
* 


for her, made me find her more lovely and 
more charming than ever; and I left the 
Chamber in ſuch a diſorder as IJ am not able 
to expreſs ; for I found I was not yet Maſter 
of my ſelf, and the Danger I was in. Then! 
went and ſat down amongſt the Thickets, in Ii if 
a Wood that was by my Houſe ; there | i © 
examin'd my ſelf, and found that I ſhould in- . 


fallibly be reconciled with her, if I kept her Il yi 
onger 
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er near me; I eived my Love was 
wn more violent than ever, and that my 
engeance was occafion'd not by Hate, but 
that fond Paſſion, I fear'd my own Weakneſs, 
and that I ſhould at laſt embrace my Infamy 
and Diſgrace, or elſe, on Reflection, fall into 
ſome outrageous Paſſion, and deſtroy her out of 
Jealouſy : In fine, I found that our Separation 
was abſolutely neceſſary, both for my Peace 
and Honour. Thus reſolved I return'd to my 
Chamber, took my Mother's Letter concern- 
ing her in my Hand, and then went into Si- 
via's Apartment : She threw herſelf at my 
Feet, all bathed in Tears ; ſhe was in a fine 
Undreſs of white Sattin, negligent, but neat, 
and in a Dreſs ſo becoming, that I have often 
told her, ſhe pleaſed me more in that Un- 
dreſs than when adorn'd with all her richeſt 
Clothes and Ornaments : She embraced my 
Knees, wept upon and kiſs'd my Hands: In 
fine, I found her Aim was to revive my 
Flames, and ingage me to take her to — | 
again. One Moment I was pleaſed and 

ready to yield ; the next, Honour and Shame, 
me like Scorpions, and made me look 
on her with Averfion. Theſe Humiliations 
are improper at this time, Madam, ſaid 4, 
taking her up; my Defign is not to perſecute 
ou any longer, read that, and take up your 
eſolutions ; ſee there the Counſel that is gi- 
ven me, which I am reſolved to follow, and, 
if you conſent, our Marriage muſt be cancell'd, 
or elſe you muſt retire from the World : take 
your Choice; I am ready to reſtore to you all 
you brought me; but hope not to ever enter. 


F 5 | my 
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my Bed any more : You have made me too 
_ unhappy, and I have treated you too cruel. 
ly, for us ever to be reconcil'd, or live toge- 
* any more. I oblig'd her to read the Let- 
ter thro', tho ſhe had much ado, by the great 
Quantity of Tears that flow'd from, and 
blinded her lovely Eyes. She immediately 
choſe a Convent; of which I was glad, and! 
was not long before I found one proper to place 
her in. I told the Abbeſs ſhe was married, 
and was to be only a Penfioner, with her 
Servant, and * o forth when ſhe pleas d. 
We agreed on the Frice, tho ſhe made ſome 
Scruple of receiving her, becauſe theſe Reli- 
gious do not care for Peoples company who 
rake ſuch Liberty, for fear of ſome diſhonour; 
but the high Price I offer'd prevail'd : And! 
need not have made ſuch a — for Silvia 
never ſet her Foot over the Threſhold of the 
Monaſtery-gate from the Day ſhe enter'd it. | 
went home, and gave her notice that ſhe 
ſhould get all things ready for the next Mor- 
ning, to follow me to the Convent, whither ! 
would my ſelf conduct her: and ſhe begg'd 
that I would come and ſup with her ; but 
. fearing my own Weakneſs, I refuſed her this 
laſt Conſolation. In the Morning I enter'd her 
Chamber, having learn'd that ſhe was up; 
for I dared not look on her in Bed, the dil- 
order 1 ſhould have ſeen her in, might have 
ſhaken all my Reſolutions, and undone me: 
But how beautiful did ſhe appear this fatal 
Morning ! and how was I touch'd to ſee her ! 
the Tears roll'd down my Face, and fhe per- 
ceived it, and ſtrove to redouble my Diſtrac- 

| tion, 
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tion, in hopes to gain me : She told her Wo- 
man ſhe would ſpeak to me alone, and bid 
her lea ve us. I foreſaw my Danger, and call d 
her back, and went our my ſelf; ſhe follow'd 
me, weeping. L had given her Power to take 
what Money ſhe pleaſed of a new Farmer 
that I had let my Lands to, and made him 
ive a Writing to pay her, even to the whole 
— ; I gave her alſo Bills of Exchange 
for conſidegable Sums, both in Provence and 
Paris, on People into whyſe Hands I had pur 
the beſt part of her Fortune: I gave her alſo 
ready Money, and an Account in Writing of 
the Money I had laid out, and how I had 
employ'd the reſt of her Fortune : All which 
I forced her to take againſt her Will. Then 
I made her go into a Calaſh with her Maid, 
who would not leave her, and mounted on 
Horſe-hack with her Footman, the ſame I 
have at this time, and fo rode before her to 
the Convent; into which ſhe enter'd without 
ſpeaking one Word, with trembling Steps and 
ping Eyes. Then ſhe defired that I 
would grant her a Moment's Converſation, be- 
fore I return'd home ; and there being a Grate 
betwixt her and me, I did not refuſe her; 
but enter d the Parlour, where ſhe came to me 
tothe Grate all alone, but ſhe was ſo weak ſhe 
could ſcarce ſtand ; wherefore I made her fit 
down, refuſing to hear her ſpeak ſtanding. 
Tis then for ever, my dear Husband ſaid ſhe, 
with a Shower of Tears, without all Hopes of 
your returning, that I am to be ſeparated from 
you. * You would have it ſo, Madam, ſaid J. 
you were the Miſtreſs of our Deſtiny ; and 
; | you. 
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you have by your own ſeeking, made us both 
miſerable, but I am much more ſo than you; 
I ſhall no longer keep you as a Captive, 'tis 
at your own diſpoſal to go hence, and where 
you pleaſe ; tis indifferent to me wherever 
you are, ſo we are not together: Twas in 
your own power to have made us ſo happy 


that others might have envy'd us ; but your 


Falſhood has divided us for ever. Ah ! Sir, 


id ſhe, weeping, tis not in my power to re- 
= what's — 4 .* ] was 1 to ſin by 
ſuper· natural Means, doubtleſs : but as things 
appear I approve your Reſentment, and all 
you have done ; I ſhall not juſtify my Con- 
duct, it appears too criminal : I could almoſt 
think all that I did was a Dream ; and the 
more I examine my ſelf, as to the Sentiments 
I have always had for you, the leſs Credit can 
I give to what paſs'd the fatal Night that 
cauſed our Ruin : I went to Bed alone, with 
Prayers for you; you only took up all my 
Thoughts, and, in my ſleep, I fancy'd you em- 
b me ; but in the Morning when I waked 
at break of Da , I ſaw the guilty Wretch lie by 
my Side, that had by curſed Charms and Phil- 
ters robb'd me of my Reaſon; for ſo he boaſl- 
ing told me. I fled the Bed, he roſe, and 1 
ne er ſaw him more: Grief overwhelm'd my 
Soul, and I was filent only to conceal my Shame; 
this Heaven and Earth can witneſs is the truth; 
but yet, fince I amRftain'd with ſuch a Crime, I 
own I am unworthy of you, and I received all 
the Chaſliſements you have given me, as due; 
nor did I murmur; I yielded to come here; 
butalas! I was not ſenfible of the horror of that 
Thought, that I muſt be ſeparated from you 

or 
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for ever: No, tho I ſhall be here more at 
caſe, in Appearance, both in Body and Mind, 
than in the mournful Room you lock'd me u 

in z nay, if you henceforth treat me worſe 
than ever, yet I beg to be conducted back to 
that ſad Place, that I may be but nearer you; 
uſe me as you pleaſe, lock me up, do any thin 

but leave me ; lock me in a Dungeon, feed 
r, me with Bread and Water, ſo I lie but under 
e- the ame Roof with you, I ſhall endure it pa- 
y tiently ; but I ſhall fall into the utmoſt Be- 
D 2 if you leave me here: Have you not 
ll ks and Bars of Iron to ſecure me in your 
n- own Home, better than here? chain me 
ſt there, I'll bleſs the Hand that chaſtiſes me, fo 
[- | may but ſee your Face. The Time is paſt, 
ts Madam, ſaid ; and if I hearken'd to the 
in Love I have had heretofore for you, and per- 
at haps have till, I 22 conſent to more than 
th you now aſk ; but I obey the Calls of Honour ; 
y You that could be falſe ro me when I adored 
1- and doated on you, may ftill be conquer'd by 
d ſome damn'd magick Charms, as you pretends 
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yy ou muſt look on me now as your Tormentor : 
Lou may here, or elſewhere, enjoya quiet Liſe; 
t- W whilttI, who never can hope for any Repoſe on 
| this fide the Grave, will ſeek for it in a noble 
1y Death which cannot arrive ſooner than I defire it. 


FT With you I have loſt all I wiſh'd for in Life, or 
1; I cared to preſerve; my Death will be happy ſor 
1 W w both, and finiſh my Shame and my Deſpair, 
1 Tis enough, Sir, /aid /be, interrupting me, 
„ BW fay no more, and bid me not farewel; I ſhall 
>: ui nothing more that ma give you pain: Take 
at y Jewels from where I have put them, be- 
ou een the Quilt and the Bed, where I lay laſt 


or night, 
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night, I have left them, tis all I have left in 
the World ; here are your Bills of Exchange, 
Papers, and Money, I have no need of them; 

I gave them to you all when we marry'd, and 
ive them to you again when I leave the 
World; certain that I ſhall never repent it. 
Now I have loft you, I have no more to do 
but to prepare for my Death, for I deſpiſe Life 
now, and it will ſoon end ; the ſhort time it 
will laſt, I will ſo employ, that you ſhall be o- 
bliged to own that I have done true Penance for 
a Crime committed without my knowledge, and 
againſt my Will: I beg that you will ſee me no 
more, but help me to forget you; I will go, and 
try to perſuade my ſelf that you are dead, and 
endeavour to ſuppreſs in my Soul all worldly 
Thoughts and Defires to the Things of this 
Life, that I may = the World without re- 

t ; and I hope ſoon to die a Victim to a 
awful Affection, and a Crime, true in effect, 
but without having really injured my Virtue 
and ney to you, for my Virtue never left 
me ; and yet I am criminal. My God, ſaid 
ſhe, with a Flood of Tears, by what Charm 
can theſe Contradictions be join'd? Alas, how 
often Children ſuffer for their Parents Sins ! 
I bear the Puniſhments of my unhappy Birth, 
Sir, 244 excuſe my Faults when I am 
dead, and do not hate af Memory; I once 
merited your Love, now I have drawn your 


Hatred upon me ; but the laſt Scenes of my 
Life ſhall merit your Compaſſion ; adieu. 
Think no more of me, becauſe you will live 
more at eaſe. I beſeech God to ſhower down 
his Graces upon you, and to accept 1% 
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Sufferings and me, as the Victim for both; 
all I ask is, that we may meet in Bliſs, no 
more on Earth ; this ſhall be all my Hope, 
all my Deſire, all my Comfort and Support 
and thus I take my eternal leave of you, 

At theſe Words ſhe withdrew : This Sight 
jerced my Soul, and does till ; I have her ever 
—— Eyes, and ſhall to death. Ah, my 
God ! ſaid I, when I ſaw her gone, is it poſſible 
that a united Affection, ſo tender and paſſionate 
heretofore, ſhould have ſo fatal an End! I 
was on the Point of calling her back; but I 
grew almoſt ſenſeleſs, and remain'd a 
time at the Grate motionleſs. At laſt I came 
to my ſelf, and ſat ſome time tortured be- 
tween Remorſe and Love; but I return'd 
home at laſt, and the Money and Papers were 
ſoon after brought to my Houſe when I was 

ne from home, and deliver'd to my Farmer, 
ou up in a Box, but no Letter with it: 1 

be ewels where ſhe directed me. 

This great Generoſity touch'd me nearly; but 
did not make me change my Reſolutions, 
And now I reſolved to leave Fance, in hopes 
to divert my tortur'd Mind; ſo I writ my 
Thoughts to my Mother, who approved of 
my Deſign, and I defired her ta take care of 
my Affairs, and order'd my Farmer to go 
ſometimes to the Convent, to know if Silvia 
had need of any thing, promiſing to reward 
him well for his Trouble: But this was a 
needleſs Care, for ſhe would never receive one 
ve Farthing, or ſee, or ſpeak to him nor any 
mn I other Perſon, having ablolutely renounced the 
y 8 World from the Hour that ſhe quitted a 
2 | 8 
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As for me, I ſet out about a Month after 
we parted, without going near the Convent, 
tho my Inclinations ſtill drew me that way; 
and not caring whither I went, I took the 
Road to Paris, with defign to take leave of 
my Mother, and conceal my ſelf from the reſt 
of my Acquaintance. I happen'd to come to 
the ſame Place where Monfieur 4e Zufſy met 
with, and told me his Adventures, and ſo 
went no farther ; but writ to my Mother, that 
Silvia, as it was true, would not yield to an- 
nul our Marriage, but was retired to a Con- 
vent: That I was rack'd with a mortal Grief 
for her Loſs and Crime, and was going to ſeck 
a Cure, or, by Death, an End of my Sorrows. 
I waited not for an Anſwer, but took the near- 
eſt Road to Jraly, for I had no Pleaſure in 
living, and ſought for nothing but Death; but 
Griet at laſt overwhelm'd me, and a Fever 
ſeized me, which I reſiſted as long as I could: 
but having reach'd Lyons, I was forced to 
keep my Bed, being unable to go a ſtep far- 
ther; I had quite Joſt all Strength and A 

tite, yet I got my ſelf carried in a Horſe- 
itter to Grenoble; on which my Fever was ſo 
increaſed, that I was forced to think of ſtay- 
ing there. I was preſently rem mber'd in 
the Inn, and there I was taken great care of, 
and had all the Help that could be had; 1 
grew delirious, and in one of the Intervals of 
my Fever when I came to my ſelf, I ſent for 
the good Carmelite Fryar whom I have before 
mention'd, and he came to me: and as the 
Returns of my Fever were very ſtrong, and | 
was ſeldom ſenſible, he took _—_— - 
thelc 
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theſe Inter vals to tell me I muſt think of pre- 


paring for Death, there being no hopes of 


my Life. I no ſooner heard theſe words, 
which I perfectly underftood, but I prevented 
his ſaying any more, only, that the Phyficiins 
had given me over. I embraced him, and 
ſaid, I had never heard more agreeable News, 
and that he had no need to exhort me to re- 
fign my ſelf to the Will of Heaven, for I only 
deſired him to fit me to die as a good 
Chriſtian ought. During my Fits of bei 

light- headed, I had nothing but Gallonin — 
Silvia in my Mouth; and my Confeſſor came 
to underſtand all the State of my Soul by my 
Confeflion, which I made with great Difficulty, 
ſo that my Fever redoubled : and being deli- 
rious, I fancy'd that I held Silvia in my Arms, 
and that Gallouim came to take her from me; 
and that, not being able to get her from me, 
heftabb'd her in my Arms. At which I grew 
ſo outrageous, that they were forced to tie 
me in my Bed ; a great Weakneſs ſucceeded, 
thro which my Fever abated, and I recover'd 
my Senſes, and ask'd why I was tied ? The. 
Carmelite, who had never left me, told me 
all that I had done and ſaid; at which I was 
much confuſed. Then I made an End of my 
Confeſſion, and waited to receive Abſolution ; 
but I never heard any thing ſo touching as this 
good Man's Exhortation to me, and he refuſed. 
toabſolve me if I would not promiſe to par- 
don my Wife and Gallouin; and made me 
22 end, that I my ſelf was in the great- 
elt fault, becauſe I ought to have kept her out 
of the way of Temptation; but I had, on 


the 
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the contrary, expoſed her to them, and by 
t owning her to the World, ruin'd her and 
wy ſelf; and by a long Abſence of above four 
- Molkths, and forcing her before to entertain 
and keep ſo much Company, expoſed her. to 
be admired and undone. He ſhew'd me the 
Neceſſity we are under of forgiving our Ene- 
mies, and that God's Laws relating to Chafii. 
ty and Continence are equally binding to both 
Sexes ; and that it is only the Corruption of 
Mankind, who ſeem to wink at this Gin and 
think it pardonable in themſelves, which 
made it ſo damnable a Crime in Women, for 
that the Almighty had denounced his Anger 
againſt it in both Sexes, without any Diltindi- 
on; and our Saviour had plainly ſhewn it in 
theWoman's Caſe who was taken in Adultery, 
In fine, he uſed his Rhetorick to ſo good 
purpoſe, that I promiſed all he defired, with 
a hearty Intention to perform it; I intreated 
him to write to Silvia, That I would forget 
all that was paſt, and return to her, if 1 lived, 
He did fo, and I fign'd the Letter ; but not 
ſeeing my Writing on the outfide, ſhe would 
neither receive, nor read it, having abſolute- 
ly reſign'd herſelf to Death. So I received 
the laſt Sacraments; and it was thought that 
I was going to expire, when a ſudden Change 
in my Diſtemper happening, my Fever being 
come to a Crifis, gave Hopes of my Life. 
The good Father never leaving me, took care 
to keep me in my Reſolution of returning to 
my Wife. Theſe Thoughts render'd my Mind 
more eaſy, by which means I mended. every 
Day, and ſo wanted nothing but ſtrength to be 


well; 
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well ; for a great Quantity of Blood had been 
taken from me. This obliged me to continue 
ſome time longer at Grenoble: My firſt going 
abroad was to the Cathedral of Noſtre Dame, 
and caſting my Eyes into a Picture Shop as we 
afs'd by, 1 ſaw Silvia's Picture which the 
Thieves had taken from me in croſſing the 
Alps. This * or recall'd all my paſt Affection 
to mind, and I ſwooned. The good Prieſt 
who attended me, thought it was the Effect 
of my Weakneſs ; but my Footman, who was 
quick ſighted, and over-joy'd to find the Pic- 
ture, ran into the Shop, andclapping his Hand 
upon it cry d out, Here's my Lady's Picture. 
At theſe Words the Carmelite knew what was 
the matter, and went in and fpoke to the 
Shopkecper, who ſaid he had bought it of a 
Stranger. Being come to my ſelf, I took it 
out of my Valer's Hands; and the Shopkeeper 
underſtanding it was ſtolen, was glad to let 
me have it at an eaſy Rate, and I have never 
ed with it fince, but always carry it about 
me : the Sight of the reſemblance of that 
lov'd Face, made me long to be with my 
dear $//v/a ; and ſo ſoon as | was able to 
mount on Horſeback I ſet out for my Home, 
taking the good Carmelite along with me to 
keep me company; and it was now two 
Months that I had been at Grenoble, and 
four fince my Wife enter'd the Convent. 
When I began this Journey, we went as faſt 
a my Weakneſs would permit, and at laſt 
arrived at my Home ; and the firſt News-my 
Farmer told me was, That Silvia was dead 
but two Days before. This unexpected News 
quite 
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quite threw me down ; I remember'd her 
Fault no more, but call'd to mind only the 
tender Love we had borne to one another, 
And here again the good Father exhauſted 
himſelf almoſt, to comfort me; but I wa 
deaf to all but my Deſpair : I raged like a 
Man that was frantick, look'd on my elf az 
her Murderer, and would have done juſtice 
on my ſelf ; my Sword was not truſted in my 
Hands, and for above fixWeeks I was watch'd 
as a Lunatick ; during which the good Car- 
melite uſed all means to bring me to Reaſon, 
and at laſt effected it, and Heaven made uſe 
of him doubtleſs to ſave me from Diſtraction. 
| We went together to the Convent where . 
via died ; my Grief renew'd at the Sight of 
her Grave ; I had a magnificent Monument 
erected for her, and gave to the Foundation, 
for her Soul's Repoſe and to eternize her Me- 
mory, ſuch Gifts as my Zeal and Love in- 
— me to give. Her Waiting-maid I found 
there, who knew all our Secrets, and lamented 
her loſs equal with my ſelf ; ſhe treated me 
. as a barbarous and inhuman Man, and indeed 
ſhe had reaſon : The good Carmelite brought 
her to a better Temper. I would have 
taken her out of the Convent, and given her 
a Fortune to live handſomly in the World; but 
ſhe would ſtay there and mourn over het 
Miſtreſs's Aſhes : 80 I gave her ſufficient to 
rank her with thoſe who brought Fortunes 
into the Monaſtery, and ſecured my ſelf 2 
Grave to lie by my dear Silvia when I dic, 
and God pleaſes to call me hence ; and for 


this Reaſon, wherever 1 have gone * [ 
| ave 


* 
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have always carry'd my Will about me, and 
Money eneugh, or Bills, to bear the Charges 
of carrying my Body to that Convent. 

At we left that melancholy place, to 
which I reſolved never more to return whilſt 
lam alive, and went back with the good Fa- 
ther to Grenoble, where I left him well ſatisfy'd 
with the Returns I made him for his care of 
me and trouble, being grateful, as he call'd 
it, to exceſs, He made me ſtay with him 
in his Convent for ſome time, to try to bring 
me 9 to my Duty and Reaſon ; and if 
| had had any Inclination to a Retirement, I 
had ſtaid there all my life: But this way of 
living I did not like, fo I took leave and went 
tw Rome, where I found Monſieur de Quer- 
wille, who had taken Refuge there a good 
while before, and. Monficur 4e Lancy ; he 
and I went thence to Hungary ; there the 
Defire I had to die made me pals for a very 
teſolute Man, and they attributed the raſh 
Actions I pertorm'd to an uncommon Courage 
and Bravery in me, which were due only to 
ty Deſpair and diſlike of living. We ſaw 
the Turks defeated at the Paſſage of 
Raab. I acquired ſome Reputation, which 
did not m__ becauſe I only ſtrove to meet 
with Death; but miſſing it there, and the 
Peace being made between the Emperor and 
the Turks, I paſs'd into Portugal, where a 
War was begun againſt Spain, but there a 
Peace was ſoon made ; yet I would not come 
back with Monſieur Schomberg, but I got ac- 
quainted intimately with Monſieur 4u u, 
dere preſent, and be knows what a TELE 7” 
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Life I have led ever ſince. Two Years ago 
I received News of my Mother's Death, at 
which I was . a fflicted; but I had left 
my Country with defign never to return or 
ſee it more, and if it had not been for Mon- 
fieur 4e 7ufſy, I had been now far off this 
place, where I muſt hourly meet with ſome 
Object or other to renew my Sorrows : yet it 
is certain that a Man has a natural Affection 
for his native Country, and now I have found 
ſo much pleaſure and bencfit by the Sight of my 
Friends, that I am reſolved to ſettle init, thoit 
brings Hlvia continually to my tortur'd thoughts, 
for whoſe loſs I ſhall ever mourn. She died like 
a Saint, and mention'd me with her laſt Breath; 
for whom I have ſtill the ſame tender Affection 
that I had for her before ſhe err d. 


There was no Perſon in the Company who 
heard this Stary without ſhedding ſome 
Tears: and he at laſt fainted, his Griefs were 
renew'd ; and at his recovering each Perſon 
trove to comfort him, and when he ſeem'd a 
little recover'd, and his Mind ſomewhat 
calm, Monſieur Contamine ſaid, Sir, I ad- 
mite your Moderation in your Revenge, but 
really I do not approve of your Treatment of 
Silvia; I am more paſſionate, and believe I 
ſhould have kill'd both her and Gallouin in 
the firſt Emotions of my Paſſion ; but if I had 
ſlept upon it, I believe I ſhould have par- 
don'd her for my own Satisfaction. But I am 
glad, ſaid des Frans, I did not commit ſuch a 

readful Crime; had I ſent them fo unpre- 
pared to the other World, what a borrid Guit 
m 


=”Fr"rwYoY BR OoQ wp. c > » © ww ict 


SSS EPESRMaATCOToDM 0 


re 


P Pity KS 8. S „ 58 


French LOVERS. 143 


maſt have loaded my Conſcience ! They both, 
| bleſs God, have now made a good End; 
and Silvia, waſh'd by the Tears that ſhe ſhed, 
nting, will I doubt not meet me in eter- 
< Bliſs, with her repentant Lover, who 
will be no more my Rival. You ſpeak, ſaid 
Monſieur des Ronais, like an honeſt Man and 
a good Chriſtian. Yes, ſaid du Puis, but the 
Puniſhment of Silvia was very unjuſt and 
cruel, when we conſider that her Crime was 
involuntary, of which I am certain, and I ſhall 
it: And firſt, here is a Letter which 
— to Gallouin about fix Months after ſhe 
left Paris, and if you pleaſe I will read it a- 
loud. They all defired him to do ſo. 


The LETTER. 
SILVIA in a Convent to GAL-LOUTN. 


D D T not believe that you love me paſſion- 
ately, 1 would not put you out of Pain by 
letting ycu know what is become of me. The 
Commerce that we have had together was too 
criminal on your fide, and alas on mine, to 
left : God was more highly offended than you 
tought for, becauſe you did not know the Eu- 
gagements 1 was under before I knew you, 
and which you made me break thro" after our 
fatal Acquaintance, I have already been 
juſtly punifh'd, and ſuffer'd both in Body and 
Mud, all that a mortal Creature can endure. 
wis bout dying, ana I have ſincerely refpented 
of my Fault; yet, on Examination of my 
Hul, I canuot find that I was — con- 
enting 
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ſenting to what paſ5'd between us : the Dif 
order and Diſtraftion'ef my Mind, when [ 

zwaked and found what had happen'd, has 

never left me, nor will my T houghts be at eajy 
whilſt I live, tho IT do all I am able to expire 

your Crime and mine. Itake now an eterng| 
Fare-wel of you, think no more of me, but in 

your Prayers, as Till not of you : See here 
the firſt Letter I ever writ to you ; you will 

never receive another; you wilt never hear 

more of me. My Life af fweetly on before 

that dreadful Night when we met laſt : Wif 

dom and Virtue govern'd all my Actious, aud 

1 vaiuly believed I ſtood ſecure ; but, alas, 1 

was deceived aud the Almighty has humbled 

me, even to the Earth, by your means. Walls 
and Grates now put me out of a foffibility of 

offending any more But, alas, my God! i 

they only that prevent my offending again : | 

am baſe and wile in my ſelf ! Take heed, Gal- 

louin, that he does not chaſtiſe you in vain : 

T call Heaven to witneſs, that I never had any 

Inclination to love you, yet J fell; and be. 

ing blind to my Duty for one ſad Night, | 

muſt weep all the reſt of my Life. IT ſhall nl 

more appear in the World ; I bid that and 

you a laſt Farewel. And I can think of you 
no more but with Shame and Horror. I ask 

not into what Convent you are retired, bt 

canſe I do not deſire ever to hear more ef 

you. I wiſh you no Ill, tho you were the Cauſe 
of all mine: Jas of Heaven only Graces and 

Benediftions for you. I wiſh that you may 

nor be puniſh'd like me; but that you — 

, or uy 
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repent of your Fault and be given: 
wy you were aided by ſome 17 854575 Power 
1g undo me; for a Man who had much more 


Merit than you, whom I loved with the great- 
eſt Pa ſſion, tried all lawful means to gain me, 
but could not triumph over my Virtue, I look 
a you as the Inſtrument in God's Hands to 
humble me. Take heed he does not 

jou in your Turn; you, who uſed ſome hel- 
% Arts, doubtleſs, to undo me: let me ad- 
wiſe you to ſoon make your Peace with Hea- 
ven, cer it be too late, leſt you, who have 
thrown me into the deeb Abyſs of Sin and 
Miſery, out of "which I cannot ariſe, hut by 
repenting bitterly as I have, and ſhall do t0 
ny laſt Hour, ſhould your ſelf be calld a- 
way in a Moment to eternal Miſery: My 
Prayers attend you to the Grave. | 


Farewel for ever. 
"SILVIA. 


This indeed is her Style, /ai4 des Frans, 
md her dear Hand; tis wiſe, tis noble; 
he betrays not the Secret of our Marriage, 
wr explains the Crime; tis all noble, Piety 
ſhines in each Line, and Sincerity : Oh, how 
great is my Loſs. Yes, ſaid Madam Conta- 
mine, ſeeing him weep, tis great indeed; 
der Virtue, her Fall, Repentance, her 
wbmiſſion and Sufferings, ate all extraordi- 
tary ; and I doubt not but ſhe is now happy, 
wut {till chere is ſomething in the Circum- 
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Nance of Gallouin's gaining her, that we ate 
yet Strangers to. 


Monſieur du Puis, ſaid Madam de Londs, 
ſeems to intimate that my Brother made uſe 
of ſome Magick Arts or Philters to ſeduce 
her : They are both dead. Yes, Madan, 
ſaid he, therefore let us forget what they 
did when alive. That's well ſaid, ſaia Madan 
de Contamine, who ſaw Madam 4e Lond: 
was a little out of Humour; and to chear ou 
— and put this ſad Story out of our 

oughts, let us think of Supper, ſor tis hi 
time, and let us divert our ſelves a lit 
Come, Ladies, ſaid Monſieur de Contamine, 
my Wife ſays right. They all roſe, took a 
turn in the Gardens, and then ſat down to 
Table, where the Converſation was gay ; and 
every Body ſtrove to divert Monfieurges Fran;, 
in whom, tho he ſtrove to hide it, it wa 
eaſy to ſee a deep Melancholy. There was 
2 a Wor more ſaid of Silvia, and the 

mpany did not till it was very late. 
The! al promiſed tres the next Day at 
Monkeur Jes Ronais's, who gave them an lo- 
vitation to Dinner; but Madam 4s Lond., 
who was to be ſoon marry d to Monſieur dv 
Puts, and knew that he had promiſed to give 
a Relation of their Adventures, had no mind 
to be there, and tried to be excuſed, unde! 
the Pretext of being ingaged at another 


„ — — 


N. remaining part of Silviz's Story 3s togwerds the Bud 
2 Monfieur du Puis «1d Madaw de Londe's Hiſtory which 
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ſo the Company comply'd,, Mademoi- 
1 go abroad 
that Monſieur Jes Ronatrs 


ce; 


telle du Puts having 
with her, knowing 


& Mongey alſo made ſome difficulty of 
10 a place where Monſieur des Frans lived 3 
but Mademoiſelle a Puig promiſed to bring 
her. Aſter which every Body went to their 
Homes; Monficur and Madam Comamius 
waited of them to the Door, and the Gentle- 
men ſaw the Ladies Home; and then der 
Frans and des Nonais went to theirs. Well, 
ftid des Frans 70 his Friend, when they were 
tine, now you know my Story. Yes, ſaid 
more 2 3 wt 
neceflary that throw your felt into 
Arms of Madamn de Mongey, to make your 
Life more eaſy, and put Sifvia out of your 
Thoughts 5 but we'll talk of that another 
time : I muſt now give Orders for to- morrow, 
w entertain this agreeable Compdny whom FT 
have invited; our Miſtreſſes, and our Friends 
liftrefſes will be here, and I muſt have all in 
— order: Then au Puis ſhall give you 
caſons why you ought to ma adam 40 
Mongey ; and Madam de Lond? being abſent, 


be ma convince you that Silvia" 
Fault, 12 


Re „„ rl 


was in voluntary; befides, the Lady 
propoſe is a Woman of 'a 
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would let them know all that paſs'd, Madam 


made you an Enemy 


| d Virtue : 
Poi bid you good- night. So be left the 
nber and went to his own, after he had 
Orders to his Domeſticks for the neut 
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Early in the Morning au Puis came to fe; 
them, and whilſt des Ronais was buſied elſe. 
where, he had a long Converſation with Mon. 
ſieur Jes Frans, during which 4es Frans often 
lifted up his Eyes and Hands with deey 
Sighs and great Exclamations ; at laſt he 
ended with à Flood of Tears. The Company 
coming in put an End to his Muſings, he 
trove to hide his Griefs, dried his Eyes, and 
received them in Monfieur des Ronais's place, 
who was ſept. out for a few Minutes on a 
Affair of conſequence. All came but Madan 
de Londi, whom Monfieur 4u Puis went for, 
des Ronais ſoon return'd, and excuſed his not 
being there to receive them from their 
Coaches; ſome Compliments paſt, the Con- 
verſation was very witty and pleaſant, and 
they all ſat down to Table : The Dinner wa 
very ſplendid, and all things appear'd magri- 
ficent., Juſt-as they were ſat down, Monfieu 
and Madam de Terny's Coach came to the 
Door, they had been to Madam du Pris's, 
and hearing ſhe was gone to Monſieur 4: 
Ronais's to Dinner, they made no difficulty u 
come to her; they were very well receiv d 
and the Company being now complete, thc 
Dinner was paſe'd very 8 „ to which 
Monficur e Terny's pleaſant verſation 
very much contributed : Des Ronais had for 
got no Delicacies to regale his Gueſts, fo that 

Ladies were even angry, and told him 
that he was too. profuſe, — that they would 
come no more if he was lo extravagent. De: 
Ronais ſaid merrily, Monficur des Frans had 


order d every thing. Des Frans ſaid, * 
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but he would next time ; when he would 
treat them. They were very merry, and 
Mirth and Wit made up the Feaſt. 
_ ae ge — Puis took leave 
the Company after Dinner, ending a 
Viſit, r r. At 
ter they were gone an Puis was call d upon to 
keep his Word, and being prepared he did 
not want much intreating; but call'd for a 
Bottle of Wine and a Glatz, 
by him, and ſaid, This is to ſerve my ſelf and 
thoſe who are a dry. The Servants. were diſ- 
miſs'd the Room, and he defir'd that the 
Company would give him notice when they 
were w of hearing him talk; and then 
be began his Story. 


The End of the Second Book. 


* & +*# 


ſet them down - 
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BOOK III. 
The Hiſtory of Monſieur du 
PVUls and Madam de Lox 


DE: Or, The Chaſte Wifi 
and Libertine Lover. 


| 
ESR Ccording to the general Rules of 
oy Romance, I ought, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, like a true Hero, to 
give you an Account of my Ad. 
ventures, after hearing youn; * 
which I am contented to do, tho * 
I expoſe my ſelf to your Cenſures; for I mul f 
own I have done ſome things which meri 
blame, but many more that will afford diver 6 
 flon: You, Gentlemen, have been illuftriou he 
Hero's and famed Knight-Errands, wiſe i" of 
Ye 
de; 
ſel 


our Conduct, conſtant- to your Miſtreſſes u 
cel, and made Honour and Glory your Aim 


But I "have been a general Lover, a Mar 


he 
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who has loved every Pair that would be kind, 
and till I met with Madam e Londe, who 
has made me almoſt mad, was ne er true to 
my one Woman, or knew what it was to be 
teally in love ; but ſhe has found the Secret 
to fix my roving Heart; for before I ſought 
only Pleaſure, fled the Fair One that look'd 
toy, and flew to every kind She that would 
receive me to her Arms. This, Gentlemen 
and Ladies, was my true Character; but, by 
the way, I ſhould not be fo free to tell you my 
Amours if ſhe were preſent; and I deſire 


ou would keep what I tell you as a Secret 
one Week, that is, till we are married; 


ther which I may r* ſome time or o- 
ther, divert her with a Relatio 
amorous Adventures, to let her ſee what a 


Miracle ſhe has wrought in my Converſion : 


Till then I would have her know nothing of 
the Matter, for fear it ſhould create a diſlike 
in her towards me : I am glad likewiſe my 
Coufin is abſent, becauſe young Ladies love 
to goflip and rattle to one another, and ſo ſhe 
might ſet my Miftreſs againſt me ; and 
next, becauſe I have ſome things to relate 
which only marry'd Ladies ſhould hear ; 
ind now I ſhall begin my Story, with this 
Reflection: 

That there is nothing more dangerous than 
for young Man to be left Maſter of himſelf 
before he is Twenty, as I was after the Death 
of 1 who died before I was eighteen. 
You both know, ſaid he, ſpeaking to Mefienrs 
des Ronais and des Frans, how 1 behaved my 
kf during my Studies, and how my Tutors! 

| G 4 and 


n of all my. 


if 
( 
in 
i 
: 
1 
* 
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and the Regent of the College, look'd upon 
me as one of the wildeſt young Wretches in 
all the College ; and all the 'Tricks I play'd 
in my Youth, would make as good a Hil. 
wy as that which is already publiſh'd of 
FRANCTON: And I could entertain you 
a whole Day with a tenth Part of my miſchie- 
vous Inventions and unlucky Frolicks, to the 
great diſquiet of my Governors, and Moleſta- 
tion of my Fellow Scholars. But we'll leave 
that for another Opportunity, and proceed to 
things more ſerious and of greater Conſe- 
uence. 

You all know my Family, and that I never 
had but one Brother, —. alſo that we were 
never good Friends together; which is not ve- 
ry rare, for he was ten Years older than l, 
and ſo often took upon him to lecture me 
with ſuch an Air of Authority as I could not 
ſuffer, ſo that at laſt I quarrel'd, and huffed 
him ſuch a manner that he never ſpake to me 
for many Years after. He has been long ſet- 
tled in the Country, in Provence, and comes 
but ſeldom to Paris, fo that we live with a 
perfect Indifference for one another. During 
my Father's Life-time our Differences were 
increaſed by a partial Diſtinction our Parents 
made between us, for he was my Mother's 
Favourite, becauſe he could difſemble better 
than I ; for he appears to be a mighty ſober, 
reſerved Man, and ver 3 religious, 
yet is in the bottom as Jcbauch's and wild as l; 
and my Father loved me for being more open 
and ingenuous in my Behaviour and Actions, 
and uſed to ſay that, tho I was a wild ah 
y 6 
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he did not doubt but I ſhould make a brave 
ſober Man : Yet I got nothi by my Father's 
Fondneſs of me, for he died w en I was too 
young to be ſettled in the World, fo that 
my elder Brother got the beſt part of what 
Fortune he left, and my Mother did not think 
of me; and if I had not had a Right to 
ſomething in right of my Father, which they 
could not hinder me from, I had been undone; 
but, thank Heaven, that was ſufficient to pro- 
vide handſomly for me, without having an 
Obligation to any Body, and I had the Satiſ- 
faction ro find my ſelf independent of any Body 
and tho I was wild, yet I was not ſo extravagant 
as to ſpend or diminiſh my Fortune, but lived up- 
on my Income, and that I ſpent according to my 
own Fancy. And having nothing to do but to eat 
and drink, and take my pleaſure, it is no wonder 
that I was a little libertine. But I have long: 
fince ſeen the Folly of ſuch a Courſe of life; 
Widow began the good Work of reclaiming me, 
which Madam 4e Lond' has accom ihe and 
made me a Convert to Virtue and Religion. 
The firſt amorous Adventure that ever 1 
bad in my life, was with a very fine. yourg 
Woman of about nineteen Years of age; a 
muſt tell you how it happen'd : I was then a2 
briſk young Stripling, not quite thirteen, and 
being but in the third Form at School, 1 
boarded in the College till I came into the 
ſecond, and then I dined at College with my 
Tutor, and went to my Father's every Night ; 
and I maintain'd a Theme in Phyfick about 
three Years afterwards, wanting eight Days of 
being ſixteen; ſo far was 8 advanced aun. 
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II was one Evening going home, the Wes 
ther being very hot, about the middle of 
a Street, as I was paſſing along, I ſaw a Fan, 
which fell juſt at my Feet ; I took it up, and 
looking up to the Windows, to ſee from whence 
it came, i beheld a young Lady at a Chamber 
Window, who ſaid to me, Thank you, you 

Gentleman, my Footboy is coming for it. 

will bring it up my ſelf, Madam, ſ#i4 I; and 
ſo I enter d the Houſe ; and meeting with her 
Lacquey on the Stairs, he offer'd to take it 
out of my Hand. I call'd him ſaucy Fool, 
threatning to cane him, for he was but a Boy: 
Sol went 2 the Lady, and ſaid, Here is 
your Fan, Madam, I am proud of rhe Honour 
to give it you. I thank you, Sir, ſaid /be, but 
there was no need to give you this trouble, my 


Footboy would have fetch'd it. That's true, | 


Madam, /aid I, but then I had not had the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing you but at a diſtance, She 
ak'd me ſeveral Queſtions, to all which | 
anſwer d with a very good Aſſurance, and ſo 
pertly, that ſhe ſeem'd much pleaſed and di- 
verted, and bid me fit down, call'd for Wine, 
treated me, and I gave her a true Account 
who I was, and where I lived; fo we became 
preſently acquainted, and at taking leave ſhe 
invited me to come to Breakfaſt with her the 
next Morning, I told her it muſt be then 
earlier than would ſuit a Lady's Convenience, 
* becauſe of my being at College in time. 
Come as ſoon as E pleaſe, ſaid ſhe, I will be 
ready. I promiſed to come, and fail'd not to 
keep my word: She did not ſpeak French 
— tho very well, but with a little Ac- 


cent 


r r 
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cent that very much became her, and which I 
found very aprecable, and fo did e 
elſe. She was neither Maid nor Wife z but 
ſhe was a Woman, that's certain; ſhe was a 
Malreeſe who had left that Iſle to follow a 
Man of Quality that had brought her to Pa- 
ris, and privately ſu ed her handſomly; 
in a word, ſhe was Miſtreſs to a Comm 
of the noble Order of Mais, à fine Bona 
roba brown Beauty, with large black Eyes, a 
fine white Breaſt, and ſmiling Look : in ſhort 
ſhe had the firſt of me, | 
1 went the next Morning at fix a-clock, a 
very proper Hour to viſit a Lady, I knock d 
at the Door as hard as if it had been at my 
College-gate ; the Footboy open'd the Door, 
and grumbled that I had made him riſe ſo 
foon; and faid no Body was up yet. He went 
to ſhut the Door again, but I did not give him 
time, but went in, and ran directiy up to che 
Lady's Chamber, and ſo waked the lovel 
Sleeper, who ask d who was there? Tu I, 
Madam, ſai4 J, come to eat ſome Sweet- 
meats and hot Tarts with your Ladyſhip, at 
= were pleas'd to promiſe me yeſterday. 

down young Gentleman, ſaid /be, tis very 
well. So ſhe bid the Footboy' open the 
Chamber Windows, and run to the Paſtry- 
Cook's for ſome Petit. Parts for me. Thus we 
were left alone together, and I ſar down upon - 
a Chair by the Bedfide : She talk'd to me a- 
while as to an unexperienc'd Child, but I was 
a more forward Lad than ſhe imagin'd, as ſhe 


don experiene d; for the Weather being very 
Me and he" 202 beo referred, ſhe turn _ * 


— 
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the Bed-clothes off her Boſom, and left to 


my View a lovely Neck and Breaſts ; I had 
been uſed to play with my Mother's Maids 
often, and run my Hands into their Boſoms : 
this Sight was ſo tempting that I forgot all 


fear of diſpleafing, and boldly laid my Hands 


and Li __ her ſnowy Boſom : in ſhort ſhe 
laugh'd, inftead of — being diſpleaſed. 
This embolden'd me to take much greater Li- 
berties, and you may gueſs what follow d. We 
were both pleaſed, and thus we begun the ſtrict- 
eſt Friendſhip. She ſwore-me to , and 1 
kept my word : My Commerce with this kind 


Creature laſted above two Years. I was too 


ng to know the ill Conſequences of ſuch a 
of Life, and being thus enter'd into Sin, 
I went boldly on, and purſued the vain Plea- 
ſures that undo Mankind. Tis needleſs to 
tell you that during our Converſe I was per- 
ly with her, and her Houſe was my E. 

um; there I Raid whole Days and Nights, 
and ſhe went no where to take the Air with 
the old Commander, but I went along with 
them; and the old Fool did not ſuſpect that 
ſhe had any pleaſure in my Company but — 


to hear me talk, and ſo was the firſt to ca 


me, and give me a Share of all their Plea- 
ſures. My Pockets were always well furniſh'd 
with Money and Sweetmeats, which made me 
much eſteem'd by the reſt of the Scholars at 
College, ſo that now I would not board any 
more, but eat at my Miſtreſs's altogether. 
And in truth ſhe was the Occafion of my good 
Succeſs in my Studies, for ſhe uſed to tell me 
that it was a Shame to let any Body 7793 
me at School, and that I ſhould be aſhame 


to 
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to have my Tutors chide and reprehend me, 
whilſt = — others who ons younger 
and not ſo big as I; and that if I negle& 
my Studies ſhe ſhould be blamed, and it would 
be ſaid I loſt my time at her Houſe, ſo that 
my Friends at laſt would take. me away and 
put me to board, and ſhe ſhould ſee me no 
more. This was the princ 2 Reaſon that 
made me do my Duty; and I ſtudy'd fo dili- 
gently that my Tutors grew to applaud me, 
and my Father to love me better. He 
| was almoſt always at this Woman's, yet he 
could think no harm no more than the Com- 
mander; beſides, he knew nothing of her, 
but only that ſhe was a Stranger that had 
marry'd a French Gentleman who had brought 
her to France, for ſo the Report paſs'd in the 
Neighbourhood ; and the old Commander 
took great care to hide his Croſs, particularly 
when he came to her; but at laſt our Con- 
rerſe was ended by her being carried away by 
her Spark, I know not where, not could I ever 
hear what became of her. - , 
And now having finiſh'd my Studies, my 
Father, who deſignd me for a r Em- 
ploy, put me to learn to fence, dance, ride, and 
play on the Mufick. The Duke 4e Ledunas, 
Gentleman of the Horſe, was one of my Fa- 
ther's intimate Friends, as well as my Uncle's, 
and he had me well taught. Having learn'd 
to. fence, my Father put me to board at an 
Engineer's, where I learn'd the Art of Forti- 
ication 5 for my Mother and I had fell out a- 
bout one of her Chamber-maids, whom ſhe 
put away on my account, . becauſe os 
| 4 ome- 
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ſometimes to come into my Chamber; and 
my Mother look d afterwards with ſuch an il 
Eye upon me, that I begg'd my Father to let 
me live from home, to which my Brother's ar. 
rival at Paris very much contributed, for he 
was received by my Mother as a Darling; 
and I could not but compare the kind Treat. 
ment ſhe gave him with her Unkindneſs to 
me. This made me hate home, and re- 
double my Intreaties to my Father to ſend me 
abroad, ſo that he often grew to take m 
Part; and there commenced ſome Coldne 
between him and my Mother. At laft I be 
fought him, like Jacob, that I might be gone 
and give place to my elder Brother, and put an 
end to all theſe Diſputes. He was a great Lover 
of Peace, and put me to board, where I ſtaid 
all che Winter till Spring, when he got mea 
Commiſſion in one of his Friends Regiments 
But before I went to the Regiment, my F+ 
ther would have me pay my Reſpects to 
Monfieur 4 Mamogne, in whoſe iment | 
was placed, and gave me a Letter for him; 
he was not at Paris, ſo I went to Verſaille, 
where he was: I call'd at my Pather's as | 
went, to let him know where I was going, 
and to ask if hehad any other beben fo 
me? Juſt as I was at the Corner of the Street 
where our Houſe was, I ſaw my Brother go 
into a very ill Houſe, where none but Ladies 
of Pleaſure lived: I thought at firſt I wat 
miſtaken, and to be more certain, I went into 
a Tavern where I was very well known, and 
left my Horſe ; then I croſs' d the Street, and 
enter'd this honeſt Houſe, went into the Par 
lour, 
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jour, and there heard my Brother's Voice in a 
Back-room, and ſaw him and a Doxey thro? 
the Key-hole in the Door. I have 2 
told you that my Mother thought him a Saint; 
he was already married in Provence, not | 
before, to a very fine beautiful young Lad 

a very good Family and great Fortune ae 
notwith ing that the Laws which com- 
mand Fidelity in Man and Wife, are as old as 
the Creation, and that God made but one Eve 
for Adam, yet be thought not himſelf obliged 
to obſerve them. Since his Marriage and Re- 
turn to Paris he was more reſerved than ever 
he was my. Mother's Gentleman- Uſher, and 
did not miſs one Sermon, but went to Church 
every Day ; and if he had died ſhe had 
ſurely tried to get him canoniz d for a Saint; 
but I was inform'd of his Life, and all his 
Actions by one of our Servants, who did not 
love him any more than I, becauſe of his pu- 
ritanical Airs of reforming the Family, which 
inraged all the Domeſticks: And from the 
time that he had come to Paris, which was 
above ſix Months, I never ſaw my Mother but 
ſhe preach'd me a Sermon on my looſe way of 
living, and always propoſed my Brother as a2 
Pattern for me to imitate : She knew that 1 
vent ſometimes to la Marti niere's, the Pro- 
cureſs, where my Brother was gone: She had 
done all that ever ſhe could to catch me there, 
baving proteſted to chaſtiſe me in form if ſhe 
did ; but I was too cunning for her, and ſhe 
always loft her labour; neither could ſhe get 
this ill Woman out of the Neighbourh 
becauſe ſhe lived and managed Intrigues io - 
I 


pri- 
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privately that nothing could be proved. I waz 
now reſolved to undeceive her as to my Bro- 
ther, let the Event be what it would: $o [| 
call'd a Cobler who kept a Stall at the End of 
the Street, and made him follow me to the 
Tavern : I have ſcarce any Money about me, 
faid I to him, and I muſt $0 preſently to 
Perſailtes ; I have afk'd my other for ſome 
and ſhe has refuſed me, ſo I am going over 
the way to la Martiniere's, to ſec if I can get 
ſome there: Prithee ſtep to our Houſe, and 
tell my Mother you ſee me go in there, and! 
am ſure that will make her come preſently, 
for fear I ſhould do ſome fooliſh thing or other; 
do this and you'll! oblige me, and I'll give you 
ſomething to drink my Health. The Man 
made no difficulty, ſo I went to the Bawd's, 
and he ran to our Houſe ; but I ſtaid not a 
Minute, but went back to the Tavern fo ſoon 

as I faw him go in at my Father's; there l 
my ſelf in Ambuſcade to ſee the Sport, and it 
was not long before I ſaw my good Mother 
coming on foot with a Face as red as Fire, 
= her Coachman and two Footmen behind 
So ſoon as I ſaw her gone into the Pro- 
cureſs's, I mounted on Horſeback, went round 
about, and came to my Father's; to whom! 
faid nothing of what I had done, for fear of 
having miſs'd my Blow ; but I ſoon ſaw that! 
had not, for a few Minutes after, my Mother 
came in all in a Fury, and in ſuch a Diſorder 
that I found I had ſucceeded ; and I knew af 
terward, that ſhe had found my virtuous Bro- 
ther fitting croſs a modeſt * 
a necs, 
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Knees, with one Hand in her Boſom, and a 
Glaſs of Wine in the other. How were they 
both ſurpriz'd ! 'twas pity that I did not ſee the 
Comedy there, but I ſaw it at home; for no 
Body ſpoke to me but my Father, who gave 
me ſome Money, and bid me ſtay Dinner, 
for which Reaſon we dined ſooner than ordi- 
nary, my Father calling for it becauſe I had 
far to go that Night. We four ſat down to 
Table, but no Body ſaid a Word; my Mo- 
ther was in ſuch a Rage that ſhe could neither 
ſpeak nor eat, my Brother kept filence, and I 
could not forbear laughing; my Father was 
diſpleaſed, and could not imagine what ailed 
us: Is it becauſe Cadet is here, ſaid be, for 


Humour, Madam ? is he not belonging to the 
Family as well as his Brother ? — De- 
vil ails you to look ſo upon him? And you, 
Son, ſaid he to me, what makes you laugh 
and twitter ſo? Tis eaſy, Sir, ſaid J, to 
gueſs what diverts me when you know the 
Story, which is, that my Mother went to do- 
cument me at the illuſtrious Procureſs's 1a 
Martiniere's, and inſtead of me, found that 
her Spy the Cobler was miſtaken, and that it 
was my Brother that was there, She could 
not deny what I ſaid, becauſe the Footmen 
were waiting at Table who went along with 
her, and could not forbear burſting out a 
laughing. I thought my Father was going to 
fall into a Paſſion, but he did not; but fell 
allo'a laughing. I do not know what he ſaid 
to my Brother afterwards, when they. were 
done; but then he only ſaid to him, That 
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it was a ſhameful thing in a marry 
Man to — — places; — if you 82 
ſear ſaid he, yet fear the World, and, 
above all, the Surgeons. I ſaid no more, but 
took leave and went to Verſailles, and a little 
while after I ſet out for Flanders, defigning to 
make my firſt Campaign there; but I did not, 
for our Batallion remain'd in Gariſon at A. 
miens, where I learn'd the Exerciſe ; but | 
grew weary, and ask'd leave to rerurn home, 
or go and join the Army, which was at that 
time commanded by Monfieur 4e Turenn, 
when I received Letters that my Father wa 
at the point of death, and defired my Pre- 
ſence with great Earneſtneſs. This procured 
lea ve for me to go, and I took Poſt and came 
juſt rime h to find him alive: "Tis need 
to tell you his dying Words, for I had but 
little Advantage by them as to what related 
to me, for they were not obey'd, and whathe 
commanded others to do was not regarded; 
he died too ſoon for my Happineſs, becauſe | 
was juſt beginning to enter the World, and 
for want of ſomeboq to take care of me and 
help me forwards, I paſs'd my time without 
— thing to advance me, and fo ſpent 
my Youth in idleneſs and folly. My Father 
died the latter end of July, and I, being nov 
Maſter of my ſelf, — the Winter at Pari 
(a Peace being made) with young Rakes like 
my ſelf: We committed many abominable 
Debaucheries, particularly in the Carnival 
time. We were eight of us who kept Com- 
pany together, amongſt whom was Gallbuin: 

now I ſhall tell you a very comical Adver 
5 ture. 
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ture. None but he and 1 each of us a 
Footman, and we uſed to ſend them away when 
we would not be known. 

There was a great Ball in the Suburbs of 
St. Germains, and we two were reſolved to go 
thither in Maſquerade Habits ; we went to a 
place that furniſh'd ſuch Dreſſes, and took the 
moſt fantaſtick we could find : I put on a De- 
vils Habit, with a long Tail, great Horns, 
and long Claws. Then we went to Supper, 
where we drank our fill, as uſual: After 
which, being above half drunk, we went to 
the Ball in a Coach which we hired to ſtay for 
us till we came out, and were fain to pay the 
Coachman beforehand, but he trick'd us; and 
when we call'd for him at our ing out of 
the Ball, we found him gone: We had a gent 
way home, and could not tell what to do; 
ſo we went into a Tayern where we ſaw a 
Li * ave us Wine but could not fur- 

t 
or 


niſh us wi ſo that we muſt een walk 
, or fit up all Night. The Night 
dark as Pitch, and the Quantity of 
e had drank made the Streets too 
for us: We ſoon loſt one another, and 
I knew not where I was, and had like to break 
my Neck againſt a Cobler's Stall which was 
open, and ſo reſolved to lay my ſelf down 
in it, and wait the day-break : I creep'd into 
it very contentedly, and being full of Wine 
——— cpnatinns as in a Down- 

ved, without thinking any more of my Com- 
S 0 ay chero any , chan ill ju 
nor n to any longer than till 

break of day, to ſee my Way home : But 

« 
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alas ! I had no power to wake ; and doubtleſs 
the Cobler to whom my fine Lodging be- 
long'd, had got drunk as well as I; for he 
did not come till it was late ; ſo that I did 
not wake till it was broad day, quite frozen 
with the Cold. I could not at firſt call to 
mind where I was, or had been ; then ha- 
ving conſider'd a-while I remember'd all, and 
fearing to be ſeen in that Diſguiſe I lay ſtill, 
in hopes a Coach would paſs by, that I might 
get my ſelf carry'd home. Whilſt I was wait. 
ing the Cobler came, and lifting up the Board 
I bad broke down in my Fall, and ſhut my ſelf 
in withal during the night, he thought the 
Devil had took Poſſeſſion of the Place, and 
roar'd out like a Man pofſeſs'd. This occa- 
fion'd the People to ſtop who were paſſing by 
the Street being a great Thorough-fair, I had 
ſoon a great Audience, who ſtood gaping and 
ſtaring like Fools; on which I thought it 
wiſeſt to betake to my Heels, and make the 
beſt of my Way. So I jump'd out of my Hole, 
roar'd like a Fiend, and ſcoured 1 as f. 
as my Legs could carry me, with all the Mob 
at my Heels; ſome who ſtood in my Way l 
threw down, others fell in Fits,” Paſſing by a 
Church, an old Woman ran out and threw 
Pail full of Holy-water upon me, which ſo 
blinded me, that turning the Street I ran juſt 
in amongſt the Crowd attending a Funeral, 
near the Coffin; at which the Bearers were 
ſo-frighted they let fall the Coffin and ran 2. 
way, and the Priefts jump'd, at which I could 
not forbear laughing aloud ; and ſo continu d 
my Courſe till I fortunately got to the * 
| * 
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where we had ſupp'd the Night before ; there 


the two Drawers, who had ſeen me in my 
Diſguiſe, knew me again, and the People's 
ed who had follow'd. And now I 
thought my ſelf well off of my Adventure, 
but I was miſtaken. I had ſent a Porter to 
my Footman, to bid him bring me ſome 
Clothes to put on. But the Miſ-hief I had 
done at the Funeral, and on the Way, made 
me be purſued to the Tavern: The Coffin was 
broke; and the Relations of the defunct would 
have * and know who I was, ſo 
that the Houſe I was in was beſet, and I was 
fain to ſend for a Commiſſary whom I knew 
but he, tho he knew my Voice, yet — 
not be ſatisfy' d, but muſt needs go to m 
Mother firſt, to give an Account of my Ad- 
venture. She laugh'd heartily, and ſent her 
Coach and Servants along with him to fetch 
me home, with Clothes to put on. So havin 

off my Devil's Dreſs, and dreſs'd my ſel 
r and then the Populace, being 

, made way, and let me go off with 
Bows and Grins. 

This, and a hundred other Frolicks did I 
- my youthful Hours in : We got a Houſe 
t was uninhabited to be lent us, to k 
our Rendezvous in; here we feaſted at nights, 
went out in the Streets to pick up Whores and 
ſcour the Watch, then ſlept together with our 
Doxies on freſh Straw, which our Servants 
brought and ſpread on the Floor. One Night 
having drank extremely hard, one of my 
Companions appear'd to be dead in the Mor- 
ning when we waked ; we ſent for a Surgeon, 


who 


— —— — 
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| Libertine ; and to get out of ſuch bad Com- 
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who had much ado to ſave his Life. This 


much alarm'd Gallouin and me, and we both 
made a Reſolution to leave off this Courſe of 
Life, and not run ſuch dangerous Courſes any 
longer. Thus I paſs'd my Year of Mourning 
for my dear Father. And Gallouism had ſome- 
how got into the Acquaintance of fome learned 
Men, i{kilYd in unlawful Arts, of whom he 
had learn'd ſtrange Secrets, ſuch as ſurpaſs 
Nature, and muſt be perform'd by the Art 
of Magick; as for my own part, I would 
not know any of them, having a diflike to 
ſuch Knowledge; but tho I was not ſo wicked 
as he in thar, I was in all things elſe a very 


pany there was no Way left but by their be- 
ing ſeparated, as they ſoon after were ; for 
Lent began, Eaſter and a Jubilee happen'd 
both together, and ſo the Knot was broke; 
ſome going one Way, others another. I ſaw 
very well, that I was infallibly ruin'd if 1 
went on in that Courſe of Life, ſo that I re- 
form'd ; but yer I always continued to love 
Pleaſure, tho with more Moderation. 

And now I began to converſe with People 
of worth, and get acquainted with ſome of 


my Neighbours : The firſt young Lady I 


made Love to, that was a virtuous Woman, 
was Sophia, who fince marry'd Monſieur 
a" Eſpinat : I did not think that ſhe had a de- 
clared Lover whom ſhe liked, for then I would 
not have attempted her to loſe my labour, for 
I did not love to take much trouble ; but this 
young Lady was fo private in her Amour, that 


I thought nothing of it; ſhe was handſome 
| enough, 
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enough, very well ſha and well worth 
ing after: She 1 — me very handſom- 
ly at the beginning, and I thought I made a 
good Progrels in her Affection; but I was de- 
ceived, and ſoon found that ſhe only made uſe 
of me to make her Lover jealous, who was 
grown negligent. At another time I ſhould 
only have laugh'd at it, and thought no more, 
but now I was vex'd ; and ſhe had let me 
take ſome Freedoms, which tho really inno- 
cent, yet ſuch as made me imagine that I 
ight preſume to take greater. I did not be- 
leve that 4 Eſpinai did deſign to marry her, 
and therefore 1 fancy'd I ſhould not do him 
any pou Weng to make his Miſtreſs angry; 
nay 1 fancy'd ſomething paſs d between them 
that was not altogether innocent, tho it was 
not really ſo. I knew one day that they were 
weerher, tho ſhe ſtrove. to conceal his Viſits 
from me ; but I was bent on Revenge; ſo l 
vent to her Houſe, and without knocking at the 
Door I went directly into her Chamber, where 
| found them as 1 wiſh'd ; ſhe was fitting on 
bis Knees, her Head reclin'd upon his Breaſt, 
and his Hands were one round her Waſte, 
and the other in her Bolom. At the Noiſe I 
made in entering the Room ſhe look'd up, 
md roſe in Anger, ſaying, Is it the Cuſtom 
to enter People's Chambers in ſuch a man- 
ee? Truly, ſaid J, I would have ſhut the 
Door if I had been in your place with a Gal 
unt. What do you want here? ſaid foe, 
meatly diſorder'd. A happy Pair, faid J. 
and I have found them; but ſince you have 
eived me, I will try to _— oy 
orld. 
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World. At theſe words I left the Room, he 
ran after me, begging that I would not publiſh 
what I had ſeen. I huffed, he intreated, and 
vow'd he would marry her in a few Day, 
which he did. And thus I loſt my firſt ho- 
neſt Miſtreſs, and was partly the Cauſe of her 
getting a good Husband, who was ſo jealow 
of me ever after, that he forbad her to ever 
come into my Company. | 

And now I ſought for a new Miſtreſs, which 
I ſoon found: A young Lady named Celia 
came in my way, ſhe was very handſome and 
finely ſhaped, her Eyes were black and full of 
Fire, her Skin was white as new-fallen Snow; 
ſhe had a great deal of Wit, and ſeem'd born to if gooc 
inſpire Love and Joy: In ſhort, I liked herſo I well 
well that I even thought of marrying her. Mat 
I had known her from her Childhood, for we 
were near Neighbours ; but I never declared WW fuſe. 
my Love to her till we met at a Wedding, buff 
there we danced together, and 1 ſaw her ic 
home. The next Day I made her a Vifit: N a 
There were three Siſters, of which this was Wand 
the youngeſt, the eldeſt was already marry'd, 
and the Mother being a very whimſical Lady, 
had declar'd ſhe would ſee the ſecond diſpo- 
ſed of, before ſhe would give her conſent to 
the younger's being marry d. When I offer d 
to Celina to demand her in Marriage of ber 
Mother, ſhe gave me an Account of her Mo- 
ther's Reſolution : She will not, ſaid ſhe, give 
you a flat Refuſal, but I am certain ſhe wi 
tell you, you muſt wait till my Siſter is mar- 
ried; but, ſaid /e, to ſpeak ſeriouſly, I believe 
you are not in earneſt, and that you only defign 
to 
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to amuſe your ſelf with me, to divert your 
Griefs for the loſs of Madam 4 Eſpinai. I 
own, ſaid I, that I did once love her tenderly, 
but fince I ſee her Falſhood I am cured'; be 

u but kind, as ſhe once ſeem'd to be, and 
conſtant, and I will love you unalterably; and 
to let you ſee I am fincere, I will aſk you of 
your Mother, and I beg only your Permiſſion 
todo it. Do as you leaſe, ſaid ſhe with a 
tender Sigh, but I believe you will not ſuc- 
ceed. I loved Celina paſſionately, and there- 
fore loſt no time, but made the Propoſal to 
her Mother the next Day by a Friend, in her 
two Daughters preſence : He was a Man of 
good Senſe, and perform'd the Office very 
well; He told her, he came to propoſe a 
Match to her for Celina, her youngeſt augh- 
ter, which he was pofitive ſhe would not re- 
fuſe. At this Tolnon, the ſecond Daughter, 
bluſh'd with Anger, which her Mother took 
wtice of, and ſo did my Agent. The old La- 
dy anſwer'd, That ſhe was highly honour'd, 
and her Daughter alſo, in the Offer, and 
would not refuſe it; but ſhe mult likewiſe 
deal fincerely, and let me know, that ſhe had 
long ſince reſolved to marry Toinon firſt, and 
ſhe thought Celina and | were young enough 
0 tay till then; and my Agent was obliged to 
rt with this Anſwer. 
hen Celina and I met next, ſhe told me 
al, and how little N there was of our 
coming together. I had not Patience to think 
of waiting ſo long, my Paſſion was too violent: 
| took her in my Arms, and claſping her faſt 
w my beating Heart ſaid, Muſt we then 

Vor. II. H wait 
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wait whole Months, nay tedious Years per. 
haps, my dear Celina, before we can be hap- F. 
Py : Your Siſter is not half fo charming th 
you are, (as indeed ſhe was not) and may a, 
never find an Offer equal to her ambitious Ex. WM ®! 
ctations, and thenwe mult be always wretch- Re 
ed: Diſtracting Thought! I perceived the ho 
Tears come into my ſoft, compaſſionate ( ſen 
lina's Eyes. What Remedy, ſaid /he, my Ma 
impatient Lover? We muſt ſubmit to the ca- 
pricious Humours of thole whom we depend 
upon. If you will take my Council, ſaid 1, we 
will be marry'd before her; tis in your power, 
if you have but Love and Reſolution enough to 
agree to what I ſhall propoſe. If nothing be 
wanting but thoſe two things, ſaid /be, you 
are certain I will do it ; and therefore explain 
yourſelf, Why we muſt e'en make our ſelve: 
one without conſulting them, ſaid I: Yu 
muſt let me enjoy you, and when a great Bel. 
ly comes your Mother will be glad to let me 
marry you. A very gallant, but a very dat- 
erous Way, ſaid ſbe, for me, to try your F. 
— and her Good-nature withal. I will 
ledge you my Faith and Honour, ſaid J en 
racing her, my dear Celina, that you ſtal 
never repent of it; but that you ſhall har 
all the Reaſon in the World to {ay that I an 
an honeſt Man; nay, I will give you a Ps 
miſe of Marriage, firm as you can defire, 
writ in my own Blood, if you require it. Na 
Ink will do, ſaid ſhe ; but tho what you F. 
poſe is very feaſible, yet I have no mind tv 
venture; tis a Crime, tho done with an honei 
Jntentian, Then I pleaded that a mutu k 


Promiſe 
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Promiſe between two Perſons was as binding as 
that made in the Church in publick, and uſed 
all my Rhetorick to get her to give me a Pro- 
miſe to comply; but ſhe rurn'd it all into 
Raillery : So I preſt her no farther that Day, 

ing that Time and Opportunity would in- 
ſenfibly work my Defire ; for *tis a certain 
Maxim, that the Woman who loves ſo well as 
to give the hearing to ſuch Propoſals, without 
being angry or much ſhock'd, is half inclin'd, 
to grant her Lover's Requeſt. Her Mother 
had recciv'd me very civilly that Day at my 
coming in, and did the ſome at my going out; 
but Toinon look'd aſide upon me. I return'd 
two Days after, and found that Celina had 
deen crying, and that her Siſter had vex'd 
her cruelly, being inraged that ſhe had got 
ſuch a Lover: The Mother had pe 


but could not oy her elder Daughter, who 


calld Celina forward Minx, and faid ſhe was 
very diſagreeable, and ſhe wiſh'd I might 
make a Fool of her, with a hundred other 
Impertinences ; as, that I had been falſe, no 
doubt, to Madam 4" Eſpinai, or elſe ſhe had 
not marry'd another. At laſt my coming in 
ut an end to the Diſcourſe, and Toiucn fling- 
ng out of the Room, gave an Opportunity to 
my afflicted Celina to unboſom her Griefs to 
me, I flatter'd my ſelf that this was a fa- 
durable Opportunity to puſh on my De- 
zu, ſo Lexafperated her all I was able : I 
ad found them together in Celing's Bed- 
amber, and fitting down by her on the Bed- 
ide, where I found her crying: Lou ſee very 


my dear Celina, faid I, that you are to 
| H 2 be 
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be made a Victim to your ill-natured Siſter; 
leaſure: ſhe is neither ſo young nor 6 
2 as you are, nor is her Humour ty 
be ſupported; who do you think will hare 
her? it may be an Age before ſhe finds a Fog! 
for that Uſe, and how wretched muſt we live! 
Oh! can you conſent to keep us always in 
Miſery, and to paſs your Prime in waiting 
till ſomebody, out of Compaſſion, marrys her, 
when tis in your Power, even this very Hou, 
to crown all my Hopes and make us com- 
letely happy? Tis all I cover, all Lask, to 
= you mine, and only mine: Conſult your 
Heart, conſult your Reaſon, is it not your 
own Intereſt as well as mine? She fetch'da 
cy. Sigh, and caiting her Eyes with a ben 
uiſhing Sweetneſs upon me ſaid, Alas! what 
do you ask of me? What danger mutt I run i 
I conſent ! You will 8 prove falſe, and 
uſe me moſt unkindly; my Secret being 
known, as ſure it will, if you forſake mem 
Deſpair will make me negligent of Life a 
Fame, and I ſhall do 4A horrid Deed: 
Could I be ſecured of your Fidelity, I would 
do any thing to pleaſe you, but as I can't | 
mult refuſe you. Refuſe me ! no, ſaid |, 
you cannot be fo cruel ; from this Moment 
you're my Wife, and can you bluſh to gratiy 
your Husband ? your generous Compliance 
will re-double my Affection, and Love will 
now be join'd with Gratitude ; let not you 
Fears undo us both: And to ſecure me yours, 
here I do ſwear. On this I threw my ſelf it 
her Feet, embraced her Knees, and 


melting Kiſſes on her Hands, utter d a 
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„ red Oaths and Promiſes to marry her the 
t Hour twas in our power: then riſing 1 
aid, Now, my Charmer, if all this will not 
ſuffice to make you credit me, give me a Pen 
and Ink, and I will write and ſign all that you 
can defire. Were it poſſible I ſhould become 
ſo vile a Wretch as to have thoughts of leaving 
1 which Heaven forbid, I can't deny what 
my own Hand has pen'd and fign'd : Lou ſee 
[| have in publick ask'd you in Marriage of 
r Mother, this ſhews that my Defigns are 
and honourable, tis nothing but Neceſſity 
that compels me to propole this kind Expe- 
dient, to facilitate our Happineſs, and force 
por Mother to paſs by a fond Reſolve that 
ſhe has made in favour of your worthleſs Siſ- 
ter: I give you till to-morrow to confider of 
is, ſaid 1, embracing her. In fine, I preſs'd 
ber ſo long that at laſt, with much diſorder, ſhe 
bid me come again the next Day, when her 
viter and Mother would be abſent ; for they 
had a to pay a Viſit together to her 
marry'd Siſter, who was indiſpoled. The next 
Day, you may believe, I fail'd not the Aſſig- 
mtion, for I watch'd, and came in by a Signal 
he had given me : 1 found no Body below 
bu the Domeſticks, who were all cmploy'd, 
I few up Stairs, and found her in the Cham- 
der. At entering I ſhut the Door : I had 
wought, a Writing with me, a Promiſe of 
Marriage berween her and me, firm as the 
law could make it, and I ſign'd it in her 
preſence, and made her alſo fign it. And ha- 
ng thus ſatisfyd and removed all her Scru- 
pes, with ſome _—y I gain'd my Deſires. 
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on my Mother, whoſe Partiality had occaſion d 
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After this we had frequent Meetings, and 
to prevent being diſcover'd I hired a Chamber 
in a Street not far from that ſhe lived in, in 
a Widow's Houſe, very private : I told her, 
that Lady and I were ſecretly marry'd, but 
there were Reaſons why it muſt not be 
known. Here we met free from fear, yet | 
omitted not to viſit her daily in publick ; and 
we found ſo great Satisfaction in theſe ſtolen 
Pleaſures, that I began to wiſh ſhe might nt 
prove with Child for ſome time, to put an 

nd to our Way of living ; but in about four 
Months time ſhe told me ſhe was with Child: 
With which I was a little vex'd, but I re 
doubl d my Careſſes, and appear'd content, 
You muſt know that I had not acquainted my 
Mother with one word of Celina, nor did ſhe 
yet know that I had made a Demand of her 
in Marriage, and I dreaded her knowing of it, 
for I was not of Age as yet, and Celina! 
Birth and Fortune was not equal to mine, 


for which Reaſon I beg'd her to conceal our 


Engagement as long as ſhe could -poſlibly, 
and to defire her Mother to keep the Secret, 
whenever ſhe diſcloſed it to her. Juſt about 
this time, it was my ill Fortune that my Bro- 
ther came to Paris, and ſome body inform d 
my Mother of my having ask'd Celina in Mar- 
riage, and ſhe made her Complaint to him: 
We both lived at home, my Brother and |, 
and you may imagine how ill we agreed, 


which vex'd all our Relations, who talk'd to 


us a-part, and exhorted us to live better like 
Brothers and Chriſtians : I laid all the Fault 


this 


re -- — «a 


French LOVERS. 175 
this Averſion between us, ſaying, That ſhe 


had never loved me, and uſed me fo unkindly 
that | was forced to quit her Table, and 
eat abroad, to oblige her ; and that if ſhe 
was uneaſy at my lying in the Houſe, tho it 
was my own, yet I would take a Lodging a- 
broad, and leave it to her and my Brother to 
enjoy, notwithſtanding they had no Right to - 
it, it being Part of what my Father left me 
as my Birth-right; that I had always treated 
her with that Duty and Affection which be- 
came a Son, but that ſhe had never loved me 
a3 her Child, nor uſed me as ſuch : That as 
for my Brother, I wiſh'd him very well; and 
that I would do him any Service at the Ha- 
rd of my Life; but that my Mother's 
Treatments of us had much diſpleaſed me, 
decauſe ſhe had made ſuch a Diſtinction be- 
tween us; and that I did not care to ſee a 
Man, for whom J had ſuffer'd ſo much, and 
whoſe Equal I was in every Reſpect. Theſe 
Reaſons were found very plauſible by every 
Body, eſpecially my Uncle 4% Pulis; nay my 
Mother could- not but own they were ſo. On 
which my Uncle undertook to reconcile my 
Brother and me, and a Meeting was - ap- 
1" where the time was ſpent in nothing 
ut Complaints and Juſtifications on both ſides, 
and did me no Service in point of Portune, 
for my Mother would not conſent to give any 
count of what my Father had left: In ſhort, 
my Diſpuſt increas'd againſt her and my Bro- 
ther, for I ſaw him fit in the enjoyment of a 
peat deal which was my Birth-right, and he 
"as well eſtabliſh'd and great in the World, 
ET. H 4 whillt 
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whilſt I was negleRed, and aſſiſted in no kind; 


ſo that I ſhould have made a poor Figure, if 
my Father had not in ſome kind provided for 
me. | 

We were not long after at Table together; 
when my Mother began about Celina, and my 
Brother ſeconding her, ſaid ſo many imperti. 
nent things, that I could not bear it; and ! 
thought I was in Honour and Conſcience o- 
bliged to maintain Celina's Character, and 
what I had done: He treated her as a Beg- 
gar, and a mean Creature, unworthy our Al. 
liance, I anſwer'd him in ſuch a manner, that 
if he had had the leaſt Reſpect for me, he 
would have been filent ; but he on the con- 
trary continued his Airs, and ſpake moit con- 
temptibly of Celina, and my Folly. I was 
highly provoked, but made no Anſwer, re- 
ſolving to take my time to have Satisfaction 
of him, in reſpect to the Company and my 
Mother ; but the Strangers being gone, and 
my Mother retiring to her Chamber, he and 
I were left alone in the Parlour, where my 
Brother threw himſelf down upon a Couch 
to take a Nap, and I took a Book and at 
down to read, When I found the Domeſticks 
were all employ'd elſewhere, out of hearing, 
I ftarted up, lock'd the Door, and coming up 


to my Brother bid him riſe that Minute, an 


with his Sword give me Satisfaction for all the 
In'u:ies he had done me: Let me ſee, /aid I. 
if you know how to uſe your Sword as well as 
your Tongue ; I will have juſtice for the A- 
buſes you have given Celina, and the Wrongs 


yau have done me with my Mother. He 
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ſtrove to turn all into a Jeſt, and ſaid he only 
talk d in Raillery, and meant no harm. Make 
haſte, ſaid J. the time is precious, I ſhall ac- 
cept of no Excuſes, defend your Life this. 
Moment; ſo I drew, and he, finding I was in 
earneſt, did the ſame. We fought like two 
mraged Lions, were both cruelly wounded in 
three or four places; and nothing but Death. 
had doubtleſs ended the Fray, if by good For- 
tune one of the Domeſticks had rot ſeen us 
by one of the Windows, and crying out 
brought my Mother, and the reſt of the Ser- 
rants, to prevent it, by breaking open the- 
Door, and parting us by knocking down our 
Swords, and ſeizing us, whom loſs of Blood. 
and want of Breath had made more eaſy to 
be conquer'd. The Domeſticks trembled at 
the Sight, which was dreadful enough ; and 
my Mother cried and ſcream'd like a diſtrac- 
ted Creature. See there, Madam, ſaid J, the 
firlk fruits of your Partiality ; and as for you, 
vir, ſaid I to my Brother, farewel till our 
next Meeting. Yes, yes, ſaid he, then we'll 
end all, and it will not be long, I hope, be- 
fore that Day comes. We were carried up» 
into our Chambers, where I defign'd. to 27 
no longer than till my Wounds were dreſs'd, 
aud to go thence in a Chair to the Chamber 
where my Celina and I uſed to meet, that I 
might have the Conſolation of her dear Com-- 
pany ſometimes : Bur, alas !. I ſoon found this: 
vas impoſſible, for by that time my Wounds: 
vere dreſs' d, I was in no condition to {tir out. 
of my Bed, into which I was put inſenſible of: 
al things, I was in a worſe condition than. 

H 5, my 
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my Brother, for tho he had ' moſt Wound 
they were not ſo deep as mine, he being 
ſtrongeſt. I was wounded in two Places in my 
right Arm, one near the Arm- pit, the other 
in the bending, the third was in my leſt 
Thigh. So ſoon as I was recover d from my 
Swoon, my Mother came into my Chamber 
with my Uncle au Puis; my Fury was now 
over, and hearing my Uncle take my Part, [ 
would not take any notice that ſhe had been 
ſo unkind as never to come to look after 
me till ſhe had ſeen my Brother ſafe in Bed. 
I ask'd her very tenderly how he did? She 
told me very ill. I ſaid, I was very ſorry; 
but nothing of this had happen'd if he had 
not meddled with my Affairs. On this my 
Mother flew into a Paſſion, made me a thou- 
ſand Reproaches, and ſuch a Clamour, that 
the Surgeon and my Uncle were obliged to 
get her out of the Room. I would fain have 
got up, weak as I was, and gone out of the 
House, but my Uncle and the Surgeon hinder d 
me. And that I may not entertain you n 
longer with this melancholy Story, whic 
was brought to a happy Iſſue in the Concluſion, 
I ſhall only tell you that I ſent for my dear 
Celina, and ſhe came to ſee me: Our meet 
ing was tender as can be imagin'd ; ſhe 
ſeem'd indiſpoſed, and told me the News of 
my being wounded, which had ſoon been 
ſpread abroad, and reach'd her Ears, had ſo 
ightned her that ſhe could not recover the 
Surprize : She embraced and wept over me. 
In fine, I took meaſures before ſhe left me, 
that we might be marry'd whilſt I kept my 
* 11 
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Bed, in caſe of any danger of mydying. My 
Brother, who kept his Bed but fifreen Days, 


ſeeing her go forth of my Chamber one 


Evening, paid her great Civilities ; but ſhe 
fell fick before I was able to go abroad, and 
miſcarry'd of the dear little Pledge of our 
mutual Affection, to my great Grief, My Bro- 
ther, ſo ſoon as he was able, came topay me a 
Vifit ; at which I was furpriz'd : We embra- 
ced one anbther tenderly, and he told me he 
was heartily troubled at what had paſt, and 
defired I would forgive him ; and, that we 
might from this Day live as Brothers ought to 
do, ry that on his part he would en- 
deavour to deſerve my Love and Friendſhip, 
and do all that lay in his power to prevail with 
my Mother to conſent to my Marriage with 
Celina, and to do what elſe was neceſſary to 
make me happy. I was now grown ſenſible 
that I was in the wrong, to attack my Bro- 

's Life ; and being penetrated with the 
tender and generous manner of his Proceeding, 
and charm d with his Bravery in the Action, 


| embraced him, and promiſed to love and 


eſteem him if he kept his word with me, and 
treated me like a Brother ; he vifited me 
7 Day till I was able to return his Civili- 
nes by crawling to his Chamber. My Mother 
who had now ſome ſenſe of her Folly, in 
making fo great Diſtinction between her Chil- 
dren, ſaw with Joy our Reconciliation, which 
was indeed very fincere on both fides, for we 
never had any difference fince, nor inter- 
medled with 6ne another's Concerns. He has 
ince offer d me ſeveral times to reftore what 
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my Mother unjuſtly gave him, which of right 
belong'd to me, but I as generouſly refuſed it; 
for fince it was not enough to purchaſe me az 
good an Imployment as he has, I cen left it 


to him. 


I have ſent him word of my going to be 


marry'd to Madam de Londe, and he has, in 


Conſideration of ſo advantageous a Match for 

me, made me ſuch handſome Offers as, I 

own, I did not expect from him; which has 

convinc'd me that People well born and near 

in Blood, let them be as wild as they will, 
et can never forget the Ties of Blood and 
ature, or continue long in a Fault. 

And now the Phyſicians judged it fit that! 
ſhould be ſent to the Country, to recover my 
Health, there being great reaſon to fear that 
I ſhould fall into a Conſumption ; for I was ſa 
weak with the great Quantity of Blood which 
I had loſt, and the Fever that had enſued, 
that I could not walk without help. Celins 
came often to ſee me, and my Mother careſs'd 
her extremely. I would fain have had her 
Mother let her go with me into the Country, 
but ſhe would not, pretending it was not ho- 
nourable, nor fit, till we were marry'd ; and 
that, now Toinon, her other Daughter, bad 
gotten a Suitor, ſuch a one as ſhe approved 
of, it would not be long before we might be 
marry'd, ſuppoſing I recover d. My own Mo- 
ther, who had no great Mind that I ſhould 
marry Celina, altho in complaiſance to me ſhe 
ſeem'd to approve of it, uſed the ſame Argu- 
ments to perſuade me to go without her. S0 
that, at laſt, I unfortunately yielded to it . 

Ra: alter 
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after a tender Adieu, in which we both ſhed 


Tears, I parted with her and went into the 
Country, into Provence, to my Brother's, ha- 
received the greateſt Aſſurauces of Con- 
ſtancy from my dear Celina, who was ever in 
my Thoughts, and to whom I was impatient 
to return, But the Fatigue of this Journey, 
and, in part, the Uneafineſs of my Mind, 
threw me into a ſecond Fever more violent 
than the former ; fo that I remain'd for above 
fix Months a Priſoner to my Bed, and unable 
to put Pen to Paper, being often delirious ; 
yet, when I had my Senſes, I often aſk'd for 
Celina, and defired ſhe might be ſent for. 
My Mother, who was come down to tend me, 
and Siſter- in- law, an excellent Woman, diſ- 
cover'd all that had paſt between Celina and 
me, by my talk when I was light-headed ; 
and as my Mother was a Woman of peat 
Spirit, and very virtuous, this did fo. diſguſt 
and turn her 1 againſt Celina, that ſhe 
— any Body's carrying any Letter or 
eſſage to her from me, as often defired 
they would. 

And now Ladies, ſaid he, you will forgive 
me if Lam a little ſevere on the Fair Sex on 
this Occafion, and tell you that a virtuous and 
conſtant Woman is. Prodigy ; and that an ho- 
neſt Lawyer, or diſintereſted. Clergyman is not 
more rarely found than a faithful Miſtreſs: 
Celina's Siſter was marry'd in leſs than fix 
Weeks after I went into the Country; and 
this perhaps augmented ber Inclinations to 
enter into 2 State, to the Pleaſures of which 


was no Stranger, But finding I was more 
lkely 
2 
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likely to die than to live, ſhe doubtleſs way 
more ready to entertain a gay, vigorous Lo- 
ver, who took the Advantage of my Abſence 
to court her: It was the brave Aleranger, 
who, like me, was dazled with her Charms, 
and loved her to diſtraction: He was older 
than I, that is, near thirty; had a better 
Eſtate, and more beloved by her Mother. In 
fine, he atrack'd the yielding Fair, whom | 
had gain'd in vain ; and it being reported 
that I was in no hkelihood of recovering, 
her Mother's Importunities, my long Silence, 
her Intereſt, and the Frailty of her Nature, 
as being Woman, made her conſent ro marry 
him; and to prevent his making a Diſcovery 
of what had paſt between her and me, her 
Mother took care to have him and her two 
other Sons-in-law, made ſo merry before Bed- 
time, that Celina = for a ſpotleſs Virgin; 
and I often ſmiled afterwards, to hear him 
boaſt of his Wife's Virtue. This News ſoon 
reach'd Provence; but my Mother took care 
that it was kept a ſecret from me. 
At laſtI recover'd, and in two Months more 
wable to walk in the Gardens. So ſoon as 
could bear a Coach I propoſed returning to 
Paris, longing to ſee my adored Traytoreſs; 
but then my Mother was obliged to break 
the Matter to me with much precaution, 
The News ſo ſhock'd me that I relapſed, 
and was two Months more in my Bed : At 
laſt Medicines cured my Fever, and Reaſon 


my Mind. I was much alter'd, and very 


weak ; but now Revenge fired my Imagina- 
tion, and I would return to Paris in ſpight - 
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all Perſuaſions to the contrary; ſo my Mother, 
Brother, and Siſter- in- law accompany'd me 
thither. I was much careſs'd at my arrival by 
my Uncle and all my Friends, who congratu- 
lated my Recovery, and fear'd to mention 
the falſe Celing to me; but I talk'd of her 
my ſelf with an Air of Contempt, and ſeem'd 
to applaud her Judgment in preferring a robuſt 
healthy Lover to a feeble Skeleton. In fine, 
| ſo managed my ſelf that every Body thought 
me cured ; and tho I long'd to have an Op- 
portunity to make her the bittereſt Reproaches 
alone, yet I had fo much Government of my 
Paffion, and ſo much Reſpect for her Honour 
and Peace, that I would not write a Line to 
her, leſt it. ſhould fall into other Hands and 
ruin her. Good Company and Diverſions help'd 
to recover me, ſo that in a little time I took 
an Opportunity to be carry d in a Chair to the 
Minnims-Chapel, where the falſe Celina uſed 
often to go to Veſpers : I had an intimate 
Friendſhip with a good Father of that Society, 
and I prevail'd on him to give a Letter 
into her own Hand, pretending it was given 
me by a dying Friend to give her; it contain'd 
theſe Words : 


Cruel, Unkind CR LIN A, | 
[Ae and perjur'd as you are, my Soul 
adores you : Your dying Lover begs that 
you would grant him only one Moment's Inter- 
wew at the dear Place where he has ſo often 
heretofore been bleſt with your fivees Com- 


tany. Fear uo ill Treatment from the fond 
Wretch 


/ 
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Wretch you have undone ; but if you hope for 
Pardon or Repoſe, when Death ſhall 45 
your Eyes, pity, and grant this laſt Requeſt 


that will be made you by the 
Miſerable, 


D. P. 
Burn this ſo ſoon as read : Your 
Honour and Refpoſe are dear 
to me As ever. 


He put it in her Hand the next Morning 
after Prayers, as ſhe was going to her Coach; 
and the next Day I heard that ſhe was ſick, 
and kept her Bed. This alarm'd me dread- 
fully. My Reſentments were all vaniſh'd by 
my Love, and I repented that I had broke 
her Peace. It was > 00 a Month before ſhe 
was able to be carry'd abroad to take the Air 
in the Tuilleries. The next Day b went thi- 
ther, in hopes to have a fight of her, at the 
fame Hour: I had not walk'd there long but 
F perceived her bringing in a Chair; I walk'd 
gently by her, making a low Bow as I paſt 
along, We were now both walking Gholts, 
ſo pale, ſo meager, and ſo chang'd, that all 
that look'd upon us might perceive we were 
alike unhappy. She fainted in the Chair, 
which drew a Crowd about it; on which 1 
withdrew, and throwing my ſelf into a Coach 
hurry'd home, where I threw my. ſelf upon 
my Bed, and, like- a true Knight-Errant, 
curſed my Stars, and raved and figh'd for my 
dear Celina, till I was rouſed by my TA 

who 
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who uſher'd a little Mercury to my Bedſide, 
who wanted a Word in private kX: me, and 
would not deliver his Mefage ro any Body 
elſe. It was the good Father's Boy, who had 
deliver'd my Letter to Celina ; he put a Note 
into my Hand, which I no ſooner look'd on, but 
with Joy and Tranſport I perceived it was 
my Charmer's Hand ; it contain'd Words to 
this Effect: 


N Hſen and Honour bid me never ſee you 

more in private: I own that I have 
greatly wrong d you, and undone my ſelf; but 
ts too late to refleft on what is paſt ; all I 
can do is to repent my Fault. A private In- 
terview with you may perhaps make us ſtill 
more unhapjy, but Love and Pity make it 
imfofſuble for me to deny you. Oh! you who 
knorr my Weakneſs, and are ſtill ſo tender of 
my Honour, help me to conquer my own, 
Frailties, and ſhew me the way to live as 1 
ght, to love you only as Honour will permit, 
and not to wrong the noble Alexander, who is 
mw Sharer in my Guilt. On theſe Terms J 
will this Evening, when he ſuts abroad, on 
pretence of a Viſit, meet you at ſix à ci ck, 
a the Conſcious Chamber, to take a laſt 
Farewel of your | 


Falſe, Undone, 
CELINA. 
I paid the Poſtage nobly, roſe from off my 


Bed as a Man who had received new Life; 
in fine my Mother and Brother were ſurpriz'd | 
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to ſee me ſo gay and briſk at Dinner: I count- 

ed every tedious Minute till the wiſh'd for 

Hour came, and was at the Chamber a full 

Hour before the time; at laſt I heard her 

tripping up the Stairs, and ran to meet her 

with a leaping Heart : The Tearsran down her 
pale Cheeks, whilſt mine glow'd with reviving 

"lames: In ſhort the Peace was quickly made 

between us, for Love was Mediator in our 

Hearts, and from this happy Hour we were 

reconciled. We ſtaid 3 as long as ſhe 

could dare, and thought the joyful Minutes 
flew too faſt ; at parting we contrived another 
meeting. 

And thus we paſt nine pleaſant Months 
without ey: in which I perfectly re- 
covered my Health, and ſhe fulfill'd the time 

of her Delivery, being with Child from near 

the time of our Reconciliation, When the 
time drew near, you may imagine how I was 
concern'd, and what were her Husband's 

Thoughts and mine, for he was very tender 

of her as well as I, and pleas'd that ſhe was 

pregnant, which ſhe had not been before l 

came to Paris, The laſt time that we met 

ſhe told me that ſhe found herſelf not well, 
and fear'd ſhe ſhould not ſee me any more 
till ſhe was up again. We took a tender 

Farewel, but did not think that it would prove 

a laſt Adieu. 

Next Morning I was waked with the ſhrill 
diſmal Voice of him that crys the Dead who 
were departed in our Quarter that dreadiul 
Night, who ringing of his Bell proclaim'd 

Celina's 
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Celina's Death *; for Heaven, who approves 
not of ſuch Deeds as hers and mine, had that 
fad Night taken her from the World and me. 
She was no ſooner got home but the Pangs of 
Child-birth ſeized her; all Help that Eould be 
got was ineffectual, and the Child and ſhe 
were loſt together, All that could comfort 
me was, that ſhe had had the Rites of the 
Church before ſhe expired. I had ſcarce put 
on my Clothes and had this fad Relation from 
a Servant I ſent to learn it, when the good 
Prieſt, a Man of great Integrity and holy Life 
came up, and entering my Chamber, crave 

leave to be private with me for ſome Mo- 
ments; I ſhut the Door, and fitting down 
was entertain'd with the laſt Words of my 
departed Celina, in terms ſo pious, fo repen- 
tant, as would have pierced the Soul of the 
moſt daring Sinner : He made me an Exhor- 
tation of an Hour long, which I heard with 
the utmoſt, Attention ; in which he ſhew'd 
the danger. of ſuch Crimes, and the Event, 
with ſuch Eloquence and Piety as fill'd me 
with a juſt Senſe of my Fault and hers; fo 
that I prew refign'd to Heaven's Will, and 
bepan to think of leading a new Life. This 
50 Man often vifited me, during ſome 
Months that I was fick, and had he not died 
juſt after my Recovery, I believe I ſhould 
bave become a very good Chriſtian ; but he 
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dying, and Health returning, I fell into my 
former Follies. And muſt now entertain you 
with ſome more of my youthful Adventures, 
before Madam de Lonae made a Convert of 
me, 

One of my wild Companions, named Grand- 
pre, a Man ofa g Family amongſt the 
Citizens, courted a j oung Woman of the ſame 
Rank, and brought me acquainted with her: 
He had viſited her a great while before I ſaw 
her, and fill'd my Ears with her Praiſes, com- 
mending ſome times her Beauty ; at others 
her Shape, her Voice, her Wit and Bcha- 
viour ; ſo that he made me have a mind to 
ſee her ; and I went along with him, and 
Madam Recard (for that was her Name) and 
I became preſently acquainted; and I quick- 
ly obſerved a Levity in her Temper, and a 

reedom that pleaſed me, but at the ſame 
time inform'd me what ſhe was; and I made 
a greater Progreſs in few Viſits than he in all 
his Acquaintance with her ; for ſhe was a 
very vicious Woman, and gratify'd her Incli- 
nations in a private manner, without letting 
her Lovers into the Secret, or troubling them, 
in hopes to gain a Husband ; ſo that, to a Man 
un{ki/'d in ſuch kind of Creatures, ſhe paſs'd 

r a chaſte Lucretia, but to a Man like me, 
who was too well acquainted with Ladys of a 
looſe Behaviour, it was eaſy to diſcover 
what ſhe was. So I reſolved to enjoy her for 
two Reaſons; firſt, becauſe” I liked her, and 
next, becauſe I would prevent my Friend's 
Ruin, by convincing him of her being a E 
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She was moderately tall, not very fair, had a 
fine Mouth, and very good Teeth, hazle Eyes 
that ſparkled in your Face ; ſhe was ſome- 
what pale, her Neck and Breaſt were moſt 
inviting ; ſhe had a melting ſoft Air. And 1 
no ſooner ſaw her but I judged, by all theſe 
Signs, that ſhe was much inclined to Love. 
Grandpre was a very worthy, honeit Gentle- 
man, and my in imate Friend, and therefore 
I told him my Thoughts. He told me I was 
not a good Judge of Faces; and that ſhe was 
one of the moit diſcreer and virtuous young 
Women in Paris. Tis in vain to attempt to 
make a Man in love think amiſs of his Mi 
treſs, without convincing Proofs of her Falſe- 
hood; ſo | reſolved to watch her Actions more 
narrowly than he did, and to endeavour to 
make Advantage of her Weakneſs ; and tho 
the Deſcription [ have given you of her, does 
not ſpeak a very beautiful Woman, yet I do 
aſſure you, ſhe was a very charming, lovely 
Perſon, and well deſerved the intire Affection 
of any honeſt Gentleman, if ſhe had been 
virtuous. I viſited her very often, and did not 
uſe thoſe ſerious, reſpectful Airs that I ſhould 
have uſed with another ; but I was very free 
my Behaviour, took great Liberties, kiſs'd 
and toy'd with her, and in leſs than a Month 
could put my Hand into her Boſom, embrace 
and ki her at pleaſure, when we were alone; 
but in publick e very demure, and would 
have ſcrupled to touch her little Finger, or 
-um an immodeſt Word ; but when we were 
e 1 ſaid and did almolt any thing, except 
what was criminal, which ſhe gave me no 
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Opportunity to do, for I found ſhe was afraid 
of er own Weakneſs, and had another De- 
fign upon me. 

One Day, as we were fitting together on a 
Couch where ſhe was working, being both in 
a very gay Humour, and no Creature in 
hearing, the Servants being gone to Dinner, l 
took greater Freedoms than ever in play; and 
ſo kiſs'd and tumbled her, that I perceived 
Love glowing in her Eyes, and that I had 
warm'd the kind conſenting Fair to meet my 
Love: I took her in my Arms, flew to an in- 
ward Room to throw her on the Bed, when, 
as the Devil would have it, her Maid enter'd 
the other Room, to tell her my Friend 
Grandapre was below; a Kindneſs to me as it 
proved, but at that time no ſmall Diſappoint- 
ment. The Maid no doubt, by our diſorder, 
guſs'd ſomething of the Matter; for my Mil- 
treſs look'd- pale with fear, and I red as Scar- 
let with rage and fury. We put our ſelves in 
the beſt order we could, to receive her de- 
ceived Lover; and I ſoon took leave, ptetend- 
ing Buſineſs, and left them together. It was 
about a Month before ever I could find her 
alone again : We often whiſper'd together, 
but her Maid never left us; and in one of 
theſe private Converſations ſhe was ſo kind as 
to tell me that ſhe loved me tenderly and fin- 
cercly, and ſhould think herſelf very happy to 
pals the reſt of her Days in my Arms: That 
the doubred not of my love to her; and that 
if I would ask her Mother's Conſent to marry 
her, ſhe would uſe all her Intereſt with her to 
obtain it, and doubted not 'but. we ſhould _ 

0 


French LOVERS. 191 


be marry d. This Propoſal made me tremble; 
had not ſo ſoon fotgot my dear Celina, and 
ſcorn'd to take a Creature in her room ſo much 
below her in all things ; a Wretch that was 
falſe to my Friend, and could be true to none: 
"Twas a fine Offer indeed, and my Honour 
and Reputation had been very ſafe in ſuch 
Hands; but I diflembled my Thoughts, and 
told her, I was extremely troubled that I 
could not accept of ſo generous an Offer; 
but that I very much depended on my Mother 
and Family, to be eſtabliſn'd in the World, 
and ſhould be diſ-inherited if I diſobliged 
them; nay, that they had already propoſed a 
Perſon to me, and made me promiſe to have 
her : But that if ſhe would accept of a firm 
Promiſe from my Mouth, and credit me, I 
would be hers all my life-time, if ſhe con- 
tinued true to me ; and find means to break 
with the Lady my Friends propoſed to me. 
This I thought I might boldly promiſe, being 
aſſured ſhe would ſoon give me juſt Cauſe to 
break with her. She ſaw very well I was too 
cunning to be catch'd, and only fool'd her, ſo 
ſhe was ſo ſubtle as to reſolve to turn to Grand- 
pri, who was leſs wary, and loved her; and 
to make her court to him, ſacrificed me, b 
ainting him when he came next, 'That 
had made love to her, and offer d to promiſe 
ber Marriage. He came tome, and ask'd me 
rery candidly, if I really thought of marryin 
her. I told him he very well knew that I had 
no Deſign of marrying any Body as yet, 
nar perhaps ever. Then, ſaid he, I beg that 
you would not court her any more ; 12 
ave 
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have really a mind to her, I love you fo well 
that rather than ſee you unhappy, I will reſign 
her to you, not doubting but it will be for her 
Advantage, ſince you are in all things pre- 
ferable to me; but if that be not your Do. 
ſign, I beg that you would ceaſe to viſit her, 
left you gain her Affection, and make us al 
wretched. I promiſed him I would go there 
no more, and with a very good-will, and [ 
kept my word ; nay I {trove to convince him 
of * want of Virtue, and after having made 
him ſwear to keep the Secret, I related to 
him all that had paſs'd between his Miſtre 
and me. But he made the beſt Conſtruction 
of all, and ſeem'd not to believe ſhe was ill 
inclin'd, or meant any harm ; and ſhe had, 
in all Appearance, been now his Wife, if it 
had not been for a ſtrange Accident. 

In the time of my former Debaucherys | 
was got acquainted with all the Bawds of 
note about Paris, and tho it was above three 
Years that I had left frequenting theſe vile 
Places, yet I did not forget where they lived: 
There was one of the molt famous Procureſſes 
who lived behind the * — in the 
Rue St. Vincuire ; her Name was 4 Elorme, 
ſhe kept a Houle which was not very large. 
One Day I was going by the Door all alone, 
and ſaw the virtuous Madam Recard . 
out; I thought I was miſtaken, but I follow 
her cloſe, and paſſing her in the Rue H. 
Honore, I was certain it was ſhe. I return'd 
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©. ® An Hoſpital at Paris where three bundred poor blind 
People are maintain'd on the Foundation, ; 
Im- 
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immediately to 4. Hlorme s, who preſently knew 
ind received me as one of her old Cuſtomers, 
with Joy. I ask'd her how Trading went? 
and what new Game ſhe had? Worſe and 
worſe, ſaid /be ; and then inveigh'd bitterly a- 
gainſt the Lieutenant of the Police, and the 
eſt of the Officers of Juſtice; and the ſevere 
Orders that were made in the City againſt ſuch 
People as ſhe was. But I put a ſtop to 
her Diſcourſe, by asking if ſhe had not ſome 
pretty Girl that was but newly enter'd into 
that Way of Bufineſs, and not too common, 
which a Man might be free withal without 
endangering his Health. Ah! ſaid be, if 
you had come but a little ſooner, you had 
found what would have done your Bufineſs 
arely ; here was one went hence, not an 
Hour ago, that is a very ſweet young Lady, 
ind does not take any Money, ſhe is above 
that; ſhe comes here for her Divetfion only, 
ind I don't put her into any Body's Hands 
but ſuch fine —— as you are, and ſuch 
u | can anſwer won't injure her Health; for 
he takes no Money, and therefore is very cu- 
nous to get no harm, I preſently knew ſhe 
meant the charming Recard, and I had a 
mind to enjoy her, and to have ſuch à fair 
Opportunity to undeceive my Friend, whom 
1 too well to let him wed ſuch a vile 
Creature ; ſo I reſolved what to do. The 
young Lady, ſaid J, is in the right of it, to 
ake her Pleaſure, and I love her for it: Pray 
does ſhe come often hither ? Yes, ſaid /be, 
he will be here again to-morrow Morning at 
tleyen a- clock: She ſtaid here to day above 
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an Hour, to wait a Gentleman's coming who 
had promiſed me to be here; for, as I told 
ou before, ſhe won't have to do with any 
y but ſuch as I pick out for her. Ang 
can't you ſend for her now? ſaid J. No, ſaid 
e, I don't know who ſhe is, or where ſhe 
lives ; for ſhe comes here only becauſe one of 
my Friends is out of Town, whoſe Houſe ſhe 
frequented : I only know that ſhe is a Perſon 
of a good Family, and therefore takes all the 
Care imaginable not to be known. Are you 
ſure ſhe will be here to-morrow? ſaid I. Yes, 
that I am, ſaid ſhe, ſhe is not uſed to break 
her Word ; nay, ſhe has given me a Crown 
to provide Breakfaſt againſt ſhe comes; ſhe 
values not Money, but Pleaſure: She's a noble 
Lady, take my word. I will be here, ſaid |, 
Faith and Troth I long to be acquainted with 
her; I ſwear I am ſound, viſit me if you 
pleaſe: No, no, ſaid fbe, I know you ate 
Gentleman that uſe no common Creatures, 
ll take your word, and ſhall be proud to bring 
you together. Here, ſaid J, take this, givin; 
er 4 Piſtole, provide us a good Collation ; and 
if the Lady be what you pretend, aſſure your 
"Telf I'll be grateful : You know me. Yes, 
Heavens bleſs you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, indeed I do. 
But hold, aid J, be ſure to be very lecret: | 
am about marrying a Lady hard by, and ther: 
fore would not be ſeen by any Body ; take 
care therefore that no Body be in the way 
when I come, and as ſhe will not tell her 
Name, pray conceal mine from her; tell her 
only, I am one of your Friends, Take 0 
care, ſaid fe, I'll manage all to your content: 
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lo you come, and all ſhall be ready. So 1 
appointed eleven the next Morning, but re- 
Weed to be there ſooner, for fear of miſſing 
my modeſt na, ore * 46 | | 

Iwent that ſame Night to look for Grand- 
jr, and found him at his Miſtreſs's, billing 
ind courting, whilſt ſhe was cunningly work- 
ing him up to her Purpoſe. I told him I had 
omething of Moment to ſay to him, and de- 
fred he would call upon me as he went home, 
and that I would wait for him. He promiſed 
he would, and kept his Word. 

What is there to be done for your Service? 
ſaid be, at entering my Chamber, *Tis not to 
ſerve my ſelf, ſaid J, that I want you at this 
me; but to ſerve you: You are one of my 
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|, WH Friends whom 1 moſt reſpect, and whom 1 
th WW fudy to oblige : You love a pretty Woman I 
ou Wl know, and all things ought to be in common 
2 WW amongſt Friends; I have an Aſſignation to- 
„ W morrow. Morning with a charming Creature, 
ad 1: would have you a Sharer in my Pleas 
bes. I am much obliged to you, fard he, 
d but I dare not run any Ritks at preſent, becauſe 
out WW Madam Recard and | are to be marry'd in a 
= Weeks time, and therefore I muſt take care of 
0, 


my Health. I commend you, ſaid J, but if 
: 1 you aw my Miſtreſs you would be of another 
ere mind; bur however do not deny me your 
ake I company, you may ſce her without danger. I 
v3 beg you to excuſe me, ſaid he; I know my 
ber own! Weakneſs, and dare not venture the 
ber Temptation. Troth yow are: a very great 
10 Cully at preſent, ſaid J, being a little angry, 
ant: promiſe me only to be ſecret, and I will dif- 
de cover ſomething that is of the utmoſt Conſe- 
I 2 quence 


196 The ILLusTRIOUS 


uence to you. I promiſe that, ſaid he. Well 
then, ſaid J, do as you pleaſe ; but the Lady 
I tell you of, is no other but your virtuous 
Miſtreſs the charming Madam Recard. Pray, 
Monficur aun Purs, ſaid he, do not ſay ſuch 
things unleſs you were able to prove them; 
ſuch Jeſts as theſe have often cauſed Feud; 
between the deareſt Friends, and made Bro- 
thers cut one another's Throats. I have no 
defign to quarrel with, but to ſave you, ſaid 
J. from ruin and diſhonour ; and I will give 
you the moſt — Proofs of her Baſe. 
neſs in letting you your ſelf find her in a Bro- 
the), if you will but go along with me. Is it 
ble? ſaid he, much diſorder'd. Yes, ſaid 
 'Then I told him all that I had ſeen and 
heard that Day. After which he inveigh'd 
bitterly againſt her, and tenderly lamented 
his Misfortune for above two Hours, whilſt | 
ſtrove to comfort him all I was able. Do you 
think, ſaid he, that we ſhall ſurprize her? 
fure ſhe will be too ſubtle. Do you but do as 
I would have you, ſai 1, and I make no doubt 
but to do it : You muſt not appear when ſhe 
firſt enters the Room, and we muſt get to the 
Houſe before her. I made him ſup and lie 
with me, that I might be ſecured that he did 
not give her the leaſt notice of his knowing any 
thing of the matter, ſeeing him in fo great 2 
Paſſion, and fearing leſt it might urge him to 
go to her, to vent it. Then I thought it pro- 
to let my Footman into our Deſign, whoſe 
Fidelity I was afſured of, and diroQted him 
what to do, 
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We did not riſe the next Morning till near 
ten of the Clock, and being dreſs'd, went 
directly to 4 Hlorme's. My Footman placed 
himſelt in rhe Tavern juſt over-right the Houſe 
to watch her coming, being to give us a Sign by 
whiſtling, when ſhe appear'd, that my Friend 
might hide himſelf. Grandpri and I went up 
into a Bed-chamber, and I told the Bawd my 
Friend and I having both a mind to divert our 
ſelves, ſhe muſt therefore ſend for another 
Lady for him, whom ſhe could anſwer for; 
and ſhe ſoon brought us a very pretty Wo- 
man who was a Wife, and one I was very 
well acquainted withal, whom ſhe had ſent 
for, but I ſhall not mention her Name, to ex- 

e her, becauſe ſhe is fince reform'd ;; 
whereas Mrs. Recard, after getting a very 
honeſt Husband, has always lived a very vi- 
cious Life, and is now a common Strumpet, 
and a ſecond Meſſalina. But I mult tell you, 
this marry'd Lady was terribly ſurpriz'd at the 
fight of me, and begg'd I would not diſcover 
the Secret ; which 1 promiſed I would not. 
Grandþre was very impatient, and the Clock 
having ſtruck eleven, I began to be the ſame, 
and to fear ſomething had prevented her com- 
ing ; but my Pain was ſoon at an End, for 1 
heard my Pootman whiſtle, a Sign the Nymph 
was at hand. On which Grandpre and the 
marry'd Lady hid themſelves behind the Bed- 
Curtains, on the dark fide of the Bed, and 1 
threw my ſelf into an Eaſy-Chair by the Fire- 
kde, it being cold Weather, with my Back to 

„ having drawn the Window-Cur- 
tains, to darken the Room ; I held a Book in 

I 3 my 
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my Hand, as reading it; I had put on a Sute 
of Clothes I did not uſe to wear. The Baud 
and Nymph enter'd the Room, and 4 Elorme 
miſſing my Friend and his Miſtreſs imagin'd 
they were on the Bed, and ſaid, Well, well, 
1am glad to ſee your Friend finds the Lady 
to his Mind; here is one will pleaſe you a 
well, I doubt not ; you may be free with her 
I aſſure you, you'll get no harm. At thek 
Words I roſe, and taking the Lady by the 
Hand ſaluted her, want of Light preventing 
her-knowing of me; and in order to be better 
acquainted with her, put my Hand in her Bo. 
ſom, and elſewhere ; to which ſhe made no 
| Reſiſtance, but ki's'd me again. Nay, but you 
muſt ſee your Miſtreſs, ſaid the Bau, ſhe is 
handſome enough, and need not bluſh to 
ſhew her Face. At theſe Words ſhe open'd 
one of the Window-Curtains, and tho you 
ny believe I was not furpriz'd, yet my fine 
Miſtreſs was, and ſcream'd out, Ah! my 
God ! Ay, and mine too, ſaid J, you ſhant 
eſcape. At theſe Words I ran and lock'd the 
Door, and then came back to her, who was 
fallen into the Eafy-Chair half dead, and 
wept like a repenting Sinner catch'd in the 
Fact. I did not think to have had the Plex 
ſure of ſeeing you in ſuch a reputable place a 
this, a/4 I, Madam; but we did neither ©: 
us come here ſor nothing I am certain; cry- 
ing is not our Bufineſs at this time, but Mirth: 
Come, come, lay afide ſadneſs, I hope we 
Man't be diſappointed in our Expectations; 
ou will, I believe, like your Man as well 46 

do my Woman, You know the Art © 

4 Pleaſing 
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Pleaſing I find. O how unfortunate am 11 
ſaid ſhe. Not at all, ſaid I; you know you 
loved me ſo well you offer'd to marry me, 

tho I did not like you for a Wife, I do for a 
Miſtreſs. Go, ſaid I to d'Elorme, Mademoi- 
ſelle's Crown ought not to be loſt, pray _— 
in ſomething to eat; and pray Madam, ſaid 

to my Miſtreſ5, fit down to the Table, we'll 
talk of other things by and by; and fo I took 
off her Hood, Scarf, and Gloves. 

When 4 Elorme went out to fetch in the 
Treat, Madam Recard would have gone out 
along with her, but I held her faſt: Softly, my 
ſweet Lady, /ai4 J, there is here another Face 
that you muſt ſee. So I double-lock'd the 
Door, and brought her back to the Table. 
It is time to appear, Sir, ſaid J, come forth 
Monſicur Grandpre, here is your virtuous 
Miſtreſs who is to be your Wife as tame as a 
Lamb, and ready to oblige you without trou- 
bling a Prieſt. At the Name of Granapre, 
who came out with his Sword drawn, as if he 
meant to kill her, ſhe gave a great Shriek, 
ind fell down in a Swoon ; at which we all 
laugh'd. Z' Elorme, who was come, and ſtood 
on the out ſide of the Door, made a confound- 
ed Noiſe to be let in; ſo I took up the fright- 
ed Lady, who was come to herſelf again, and 
crying, and ſobbing as if her Heart would 
have broke, and ſet her in the Eaſy-Chair ; 
then I open'd the Door, and letting in the 
Bawd inform'd her of the Matter. At which 
a new Comedy began, which was to hear the 
old Procureſs, who lived by other People's 
Sins, preach Reformation to her Daughter-in- 
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read her ſuch a Lecture as would 
ha ve ome the Mouth of a good Preacher 
much better than hers. All this took up time, ſo 
that it was late, and I order'd Dinner to be 
brought in, and made every Body fit down to 
Table. Madam Recard went to throw her. 
ſelf at Grandpre's Feet, to aſk him pardon; 
but he puſh'd her from him with ſcorn. [| 
comforted her in a very comical manner, and 
made her fit down ind eat againſt her Will; 
and Granapre, being now cured of his Folly, 
and recover'd from his Paſſion, eat and drank 
heartily, and the Glaſs went round, tho the 
Ladies were very ill pleaſed I am certain, 
After Dinner I told Granapre, that he mult 
not be ſo uncivil as to let the Ladies go «- 
way diflatisfy'd ; and that I hoped he would 
make himſelf amends for all the Trouble his 
coy Miſtreſs had put him to in his Courtſhip 
of her, being ſure ſhe would make no Diffi- 
culty to oblige him. He gave her a Kilz, 
led her to the Bed, whither ſhe went very 
willingly, and laying her down, ſpit in her 
Face, and left her, ſaying, You are too vile 
for an honeſt Man to touch. At this I wen: 
to her, and fo ridiculed her that at laſt he 
deſired me to give over; and then, in a very 
ſerious manner, gave her good Advice, as I did 
to the other, and fo we took leave; and pro- 
miſed never to, expoſe them, on Condition 
that they would amend their Lives, which, if 
ſhe had done, it had ſtill been a Secret. So 
we went away, I much diverted, and he in- 
tirely cured of his Love: And thus I ſaved my 
Friend from ruin and diſhonour. 
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I could now entertain you with what con- 
cerns Gallouin, who about this time enter'd 
into a religious Life; but I ſhall defer this 
Diſcourſe till I come to relate what concerns 
his Siſter Madam e Londe and me, becauſe 
the two Hiſtories are ſo interwoven together 
they cannot be ſeparated ; and therefore I 
muſt firſt tell you of an Adventure that hap- 

d to me with a Widow, whoſe Name 
will permit me to conceal, becauſe of the 

nteel manner in which our Converſation 
ended; the Tenderneſs and Fidelity that we 
had one for another, and the Friend ip which 
ill ſurvived between us, all which obliges me 
never to diſcover the Secret ; which tho it 
began by a wanton Converſe, yet has ended 
rirtuouſly and nobly ; and I muſt confeſs that 
| owe my Converſion from a vicious Life to 
this excellent Woman, who drew me out of 
ill Company, and in the end reclaim'd me 
from all my Vices. 

A Bill of Exchange which my Brother ſent 
me, obliged me to go to a great Banker's, 
on whom it was drawn, to receive it ; where 
| was.fain to ſtay a- while before I could ſpeak 
with him, by reaſon he was buſy with ſome 
People belonging to the Court, to remit Money 
for the Publick Uſe on the Frontiers: I ſtood 
leaning on a Window that look'd into a Gar- 
den ſomething lower, and under it there was 
alittle Arbour, ſo cover'd with a Vine that it 
prevented any Perſon's being ſeen that was in 
it by thoſe above; but it did not hinder me 
from hearing the Voices, and all that was ſaid 
by two Women who were fitting there. They 
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were talking of their Husbands, one of whom 
was, I found, dead, the other living: Th 
were Siſters ; and the Banker's Wife, — 
Husband was living, complain'd to her Siſter, 
who had been fix Months a Widow, that her 
Husband was very debauch'd, and run after 
other Women: Alas ! aid ſhe, my dear Sil. 
ter, can any Woman be more unhappy than] 
am? my Husband loved me to diſtraction be- 
we were marry'd, as you your ſelf can 
witneſs; what could a Man do more than he 
did, to aſſure me of his Fidelity? and nos, 
tho it is not a full Year fince we were marry d, 
he runs after other Women, ſuch as are much 
my Inferiors in Perſon and every thing elſe; 
my very Servant-maids cannor eſcape him. 
Alas ! my dear Child, ſai4 the Widow, tis 
the Nature of Mankind to love change, and to 
be prone to Inconſtancy; my Husband had 
the ſame Frailties, tho not ſo publickly. | 
wink'd at his Failings, well-knowing that he 
would at laſt return, and be aſhamed of his 
Follies ; for Husbands always do that in the 
End, if they are Men of Senfe, and have good 
Wives. Cuſtom has made ſuch Faults be 
look'd on in Men as trifling Over-fights ; but 
tis not ſo with our Sex, we are obliged to be 
virtuous, or be abhorr'd ; and indeed tis out 
real Intereſt to be fo, for elſe we mult be 
doubly miſerable, by being Slaves to more 
than one : We marry to be taken care of, and 
know comfort, but feldom find our Expetts 
tions anſwer'd : Were it not for the World“ 
Cenſures, that Woman would be happieſt wi» 
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could make choice of a Man, her Equal in 
Birth and Inferior in Fortune, to be her Gal- 
lant; that his Intereſt might keep him hum- 
ble and obliging, and then ſhe would be 
treated kindly and civilly ; but Cuſtom for- 
bids it. For my part: I have behaved my 
ſelf tolerably in a marry'd State, and as yet 
kept my Virtue by not admitting of Tempta- 
tions: I am now a Widow, and hope I ſhal 
ſtill continue blameleſs ; but if I find any In- 
clination to change my Condition, I'll not re- 
fuſe a good Offer; my Fortune is conſiderable 
enough to procure me a Man of Worth; and 
I adviſe you to treat your Husband gently, 
make him no bitter Reproaches or receive him 
coldly, but try to regain his Love by convinc- 
ing him you are more kind and charming than 
all his Harlots. | 
I was much pleas'd with this Widow's Diſ- 
courſz ; and a Fancy took me to endeavour - 
to ſee theſe Ladies Faces, and to get into their 
Acquaintance ; ſo I went into the Garden to 
walk, and found them fitting together, I eaſi- 
ly ditinguiſh'd the Widow by her Dreſs, ſhe 
was a very beautiful Woman, and that little 
of her Hair which appzar'd was black as her 
Weed, her Skin was white as Snow, ſhe had 
the fineſt Mouth and Teeth I ever ſaw, lovely 
black Eyes that ſparkled in your Face ; her 
Neck and Hands exceeded Art for Shape and 
Colour; her Beauty dazled me, and I was in- 
finitely charm'd with her Perſon, as I had 
been before with ber Senſe : She ſeem'd not 
to look ſad, but rather of a pleaſant gay Hu- 
mour; her Siſter was allo a very fine Woman, 
| but 
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but the Widow caught my Heart; yet I would 
willingly have ſupply'd the other Lady's Huſ- 
band's place if ſhe had been willing, and made 
her Reparation for his Coldneſs to her ; ſhe 
was about three Years younger than the Wi— 
dow, being about Nineteen, and the Widow 
was two and twenty ; ſhe was completely 
dreſs'd in half-mourning, but look'd more (ad 
than the inchanting Widow with whom I was 
now in love. I made the Round of the Gar- 
den, to have a full View of the Ladies, de- 
figning to ſpeak to them when I came up to 
the Arbour ; but they roſe and went into the 
Parlour. Their Stature and Shape equal'd 
their Faces, but the Widow was the talleſt, 
and had a far more graceful Air and Gaite 
than her Siſter. I ask'd a Footman at my 
leaving the Garden, who theſe two Ladics 
were ? he told me, and the Widow's Name, 
and alſo where ſhe lived. So I went and 
ſpoke to the Banker his Maſter, receiv'd 
my Money on the Note, and left the Houſe 
with a Heart fill'd with a new Paſſion, And 
1 went that very Night into the Street where 
the Widow lived, and ſupp'd with a Friend 
in a Tavern near her Houſe, and I went thi- 
ther three or four Days following, ill muſing 
how to get acquainted with her ; but could 
find out no plauſible Means to do it. At laſt 
I conſulted my Man Poitiers, who had be- 
fore aſſiſted me in my Love-Affairs: He pro- 
poſed twenty things, but I did not approve cf 
any of them: Ar laſt he told me, he had 
thought of a Way to bring us together: There 


ie, ſaid he, a poor Woman that carrys Water 
to 
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to this Widow, and ſhe is very big with Child, 
ready I believe to lye-in; I know her, and I 
will go to her this Evening, and tell her I 
have prevail'd with you to ſtand Godfather to 
her Child, if ſhe can but get that Widow- 
Lady to ſtand Godmother ; ſhe will ſoon gueſs 
my meaning, and I warrant ſhe'l]| _ it 
about in hopes to get a good Preſent. And 
ſhe ſhall have it, ſai4 J, I'll promiſe you: 
Tell her I'll find the Treat, and pay her no- 
bly. Let me alone, Sir, ſai he, I'll about it 
ſtrait, He did ſo, and four Days after brought 
the poor Woman's Husband to ask the Favour 
of me, the Child being born ; he made a- 
bundance of Bows and Scrapes to thank me, 
and my Man did the ſame. Then I ask'd 
who was to be Godmother ? and he told me, 
the fine Widow, that ſhe had that Day been 
ſo good as to promiſe it. So I ſent my Man 
along with him to her, and ſhe ask'd my Man 
if his Maſter, that was to ſtand with her, was 
a Man of Quality? He ſaid, Les; and that 
I had ſent him to ſee if the Lady was worth 
my while to come to, for otherwiſe,” ſaid he, 
Madam, he won't come, I aflure you. Oh! 
very well, /ai4 ſhe, then he, I find, confides in 
your Judgment. Yes, ſaid he, he knows I can 
diſtinguiſh a fine Woman, and I dare anſwer 
he'll come to fetch you with pleaſure. You 
think me handſome then, ſaid ſhe. Yes, 
ſaid he, as an Angel; and my Maſter told me 
he would not ſtand Godfather, it his Partner 
were not handſome. She largh'd : Nay, ſaid 
Poitiers, I am certain my Malter will find you 
ten times more charming than I do, * 
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he has much more Wit and Judgment than | 


have; and being bleſt with your Converſa. 


tion, which ſuch a _ Wretch as I am alto. 

, he will be ſoon a Victim 
to your Beauty. Very fine and heroick, ſais 
the Widow, I'll aſſure you; you would play 
the Part of Sancho very well, and doubtleſ; 
your Maſter is nearly allied to Don Qui xot, 
who has. ſo polite a _ ro attend him, 
But to finiſh my Embaſſy, pray, Madam, ſaid 
he, what Hour ſhall my Maſter wait on you, 
Any time this Evening, ſaid /be, bis Hour 
ſhall be mine. Alas, Madam, ſaid Poitiers, 
fix the time, for he'll die with impatience. 
Well then, aid ſhe, about three this After- 
noon, if he thinks it worth the while to 
come. Poitiers came back to me with this 
Meſſage, and related all the Converſation, 
with which I was much diverted. I knew his 
Ability to manage ſuch Affairs, for which | 
kept him, and ſo I left the whole Care of 


3238 the Treat to him; for which I gave 


im Money, and he acquitted himſelf even 
beyond my Expectation. He ſaid he bad 
found my Widow in a Deſhabille, but he doubt- 
ed not but ſhe would dreſs herſelf as magni- 
ficently as ſhe could againſt 1 came, _ 1 
aſſure you I did the ſame, and put my ſelf to 
the beſt Advantage. I alſo deſired my Mo- 
ther to lend me her Coach and Servants, and 
I went to the Widow's with my Coach and 
three Footmen behind it, as grand as a 
Mareſchal of France : Poitiers ſerved as 
Maſter of the Ceremonies, to introduce me to 
her. | 
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I muſt own to my ſhame, that I was ſo 
aftoniſhed at her Beauty, that I could ſcarce 
fay a word when I came to ſalute her, She 
miſinterpreted my Silence, or at leaſt ſeem'd 
to do ſo: Your Servant, Sir, ſaid he, has I 
find deceived yo, and repreſented me ſo dif- 
ferent from what you find me, that you repent 
your coming, No, Madam, ſaid J, he could 
not ſpeak you half I find you ; you excel all 
the moiſt beautiful Women I ever ſaw in my 
Life, and yet I do repent that ever I ſaw you, 
for | find that tis impoſſible to eſcape, and 
that I muſt be your Slave for life, and if you 
treat me unkindly I am doom'd to be wretched, 
or at leaſt to be a Vaſſal to your Will, Don't 
be afraid, ſaid ſhe, I never keep a Lover a- 
gainſt his Will, This brought on a very agree- 
able Converſation, and I found her Witequal'd 
her Beauty ; ſhe ended the Diſcourſe with 
ſaying, You did not come here to chat of 
Love, but to go along with me for ſomething 
of far greater Conſequence, thar is, to baptize 
a Child; [ believe it is time, and we will go 
when you pleaſe. I led her to her Coach, 
and went into it with her ; mine follow'd 
empty. The Child was chriſtned, and the 
Treat was ſerved, which — Body liked; 
and it was ſo magnificent that the Widow was 
ſurpriz'd, and tho ſhe ſaid nothing I was 
pleaſed to ſee that ſhe was ſenſible that all 
things had been concerted, and that I had 
done theſe poor People this Honour only to 
obtain her Acquaintance. I made my God- 
child a Preſent of a Purſe of Gold, after which 
led her back to her Coach, and went home 
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along with her, where I ſtaid a conſiderable 
time, and at laſt obtain'd the favour of her to 
ive me leave to vifit her, which I did con- 
ntly every Day afterwards for a great while; 
for being a Widow, and entirely Miſtreſs of 
herſelf, ſhe received what Company ſhe liked, 
and in a little time I became very familiar 
with her, and ſoon ſaw with pleaſure that ſhe 
did not diſlike me; and I found her every 
Day more charming, and grew to love her to 
the laſt degree. She had a great deal of ac. 
quaintance that viſited her, amongſt whom 
there were ſome who had Reaſon to wiſh they 
had never come there, becauſe they loſt their 
Hearts ; but I ſhall not mention any of their 
Names left it ſhould give light into hers: But 
theſe ſhe got rid of at pleaſure. I uſed 
the fame Method with her that I did with 
Madam Recara, that is, I was very modeſt 
and reſpectful in publick, but in private I tcok 
great Liberties, and talk'd looſely ; yet did 
not proceed ſo far as I did with her, but 
lay'd and toy'd till ſhe threw off all that 
3 that ſhe uſed to leſs daring 
Levers. 

I was now of age, and Maſter of my ſelf 
and Fortune ; ſhe was every thing I could 
wiſh or expect in a Wife, both as to Perſon 
and Fortune, but I reſolved to make ſure of 
her before I mention'd it to my Mother or 
OC She was young and perfectly hand- 
ſome, had a vaſt deal of good Senſe and a great 
Fortune; ſhe had but one Child, which was a 
little Girl of a Year and half old; ſhe was 
the Widow of a great Banker, a Man of a 


good 
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good Family, whoſe Father, and himſelf, were 

haps gone to the Devil for the Riches they 

ad amaſs d, and had ennobled themſelves b 

the great Employments they had purchaſed. 
And yet, tho | found ſhe loved me to the 
greateſt Degree, ſhe would not conſent to be 
marry'd, becauſe ſhe had made a Reſolution, 
a ſhe pretended, to live always Miſtreſs of 
herſelf; and the Sequel will ſhew you her true 
Character. 

She had been a Widow about ten Months, 
and I had viſited her between three and four; 
when it happen'd that one Day, as I was at 
her Houſe with ſome Company, they talk'd of 
a Widow that was with Child, but not mar- 
ried again; every Body ſpake their Opinion: 
It was reported, that her Gallant had gain'd 
his Point * promiſing her Marriage, and that 
inſtead of — his Word he was the firſt 
to divulge the Secret, and make a Jeſt of her. 
[ preſently took up the Diſcourſe, with a De- 
fien to ſecure my Intereſt with my charming 
Miſtreſs : I firſt pity'd the Lady, and then 
fell into bitter InveRives againſt her falſe 
Gallant, and treated him as the greateſt of 
Villains. I am not, 'tis true, a Woman, ſaid 
I, but if I were, and had fallen into ſuch a 
Weakneſs as to yield to a Man on ſuch Terms, 
which the moſt virtuous Woman in the World 
may do with a Man ſhe loves, and he had 
had the Baſcneſs to betray, diſgrace, and de- 
ſpiſe me, not keeping his Promiſe of marry- 
ing me; nay, if he had but utter'd half - 
Word of what had paſt between us, he might 
aſſure himſelf that if I were ſure to ſuffer the 


greateſt 
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greateſt Torments, and die by the Hands of an 


Executioner, yet I would have my Revenge, 
and nothing leſs than bis Life ſhould ſatisfy 
me; and I would either kill him my ſelf, 
or hire ſome Body that ſhould do it. Alas! 
ſaid I, no honeſt Man can ever make a boaſt 
of having overcome a feeble Woman; 'tis 
baſe, and beneath a Man of Senſe or Honour, 
and I ſo much detizſt ſuch an Action, that l 
my ſelf am ready to take any Lady's Part on 
ſuch an Occafion, and to chaſtiſe the Villain 
that defames her, tho I never ſaw her. Jul 
as I ſpoke theſe Words, the very Man enter'd 
the Room, of whom we had been ſpeaking, 
who was the Widow's deceaſed Husband"'s 
Brother, and had ſettled in the Country in 
Provence, and had there play'd this Trick 
with the Widow we were talking about, and 
— her was come to Paris, whi- 
ther ſhe had follow'd him ſome few Days at 
ter. I had never ſeen him before; he was 4 
handſome Man, and had not the Air of a 
Coward ; but I believe he thought that 
look'd like his Match, and ſo would not quar- 
rel; and I having my particular Aim in what 
I did, made no Difficulty to go on with my 
Diſcourſe, to affront him. My Widow whil- 

d -me-in the Ear who he was, to prevent 
me from ſpeaking ; but I anſwer'd you do not 
know me yet I find; I am a plain ſpeaker, 
and ſhould be glad of an 0; unity to 
chaſtiſe ſuch a Wretch ; I ſhall avoid quarrel- 
ing before you, but I can't conceal my Aver. 
fion to him. He ſat down; Well Ladies, ſaid 


he, what were you talking of? We were 
re- 
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refleting, ſa:14 my Widow's Siſter, how hap- 
a.virtuous Woman was to ſee her Reputati- 

on reſpected, when, ſhe hears ſcandalous things 
e of others who have been unfortunate, 
and given Occaſion for Cenſure. There are 
very few of the firlt, aid this Gentleman, and 
a Multitude of the laſt, Yes, ſaid I, too ma- 
ny; but we did not talk of common Strum- 
s, but of poor Ladies ho are deceived by 
illains, under pretence of marrying them; 
Raſcals, who, when they have ruin'd a Woman, 
make no Conſcience of proclaiming their 
Crime, and breaking all their Oaths and Pro- 
miles, a Crime that merits more than Death : 
And I'll tell you, Sir, we were ſpeaking of a 
Lady who deſerves pity, one Madam de Gi- 
ronue in Provence, a Widow who has been ſo 
unfortunate as to love, and to be overcome by a 
Gentleman, who has been ſuch a vile Wretch 
as to publiſh the Secret, and left her big with 
Child: I never heard the Story till about two 
Days ago; the World now looks upon him 
doubtleſs as a Villain, unworthy any honeſt 
Man to keep Company withal ; for it is very 
well known that he promiſed her Marriage. 
| went on, not ſuffering any Body to interrupt 
me, whilſt he bluſh'd and turn'd pale a hun- 
dred times. Ar laſt he ſaid : But as ſhe was 
a Widow, Sir, ſhe had no Excuſe; ſhe very 
well knew the World. A fine Pretext, Sir, 
ſaid J, for the Knave to deceive her; is it not 
the Action of a Villain to deceive her, under 
the Pretence of fo ſacred a thing as Matrimo- 
ny but ſuppoſe him fo vile and profane, 
fould he not in private have told her his Mind 


was 
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was changed, he would not marry her? ſhe 
, could not have forced him to it ; the 
Creature muſt have ſubmitted to her bard 
Fate ; bur muſt the Villain make his Sport of 
her Misfortunes? ſhe would have wept her 
Griefs in ſecret, and her Reputation being 
ſafe, ſhe might have lived happy in a fingje 
State : Ah! where is that Chriſtian Charity 
that obliges us to gonceal one another's Fail- 
ings !- and fince when has it been permitted to 
Men, to act contrary to all Faith and Honeſty, 
and to glory in Deeds that ſpeak us Traytom, 
and Monſters in human Society ? Is it not true, 
Sir, continu'd I, addreſſing my ſelf to him is 
particular, that ſuch a Man is unworthy the 
Eſteem of all honeſt Men, and ought to be 
held in Deteſtation, and hated by all good 
People? All the Company look'd upon me, 
and in themſelves applauded me; the Wi 
dow knew not how to behave herſelf, or how 
to turn the Diſcourſe : It was a Comedy to ſce 
the Man, who was not able to give me any 
Anſwer, or contradi& one Word of what I aid, 
You don't ſay a Word, Sir, ſaid J, are not you 
of the ſame Opinion as I am? You have 
ſome Intereſt ſuppoſe, Sir, ſaid he, in this 
matter, that makes you ſo warm. Sir you arc 
miſtaken, ſai J, very ſharply, and in a hightr 
tone; I have no other Deſign than to do Juſtice 
to'the Injured : As for this Lady, the Widow 
here, who is the only ſingle Perſon in the 
Company, tis true, ſhe permits me to viſit 
ber, — I do not pretend to any ſuch Favours 
from her, as the unfortunate Mrs. Je Gironne 
bas granted her ungrateful Lover; but if ſhe 
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did, I ſhould be proud to marry her: You 
ſeem to approve of ſuch baſe Actions, by your 
talk. Perhaps, Sir, ſai4 he, there may be 
ſome private Reaſons, to which the World is 

a Stranger, that has made Madam de Gi- 
une s Lover uſe her ſo ill. Nothing can excuſe 
ſo vile an Action as his, /ai4 J, fiercely; be- 
ſdes, if he can ſo ill guard a Secret, no doubt 
but all the World would ere this, have been 
told his private Reaſons ; but having nothing to 
alledge he has fled from her and juſtice ; and 
if Monfieur Je Feauval was here, I have fo 
much love for Truth, and abhorrence for ſuch 
Actions, I ſhould not forbear to tell him what 
[think of him : I pity the Lady with all my 
heart, and her innocent Child; and the only 
thing that can reſtore him to the World's, and 
my good Opinion, is his marrying of her and 
acknowledging his Fault. 

All the pany approved of what I ſaid; 
which ſo augmented this Man's Confuſion, 
that he roſe and took leave. But then one 
ofthe Ladies ſtopt him, and ſaid, Come, Mon- 
fieur de Beauval, I am ſure this honeſt Gen- 
deman has convinced you of your Erfor 
embrace him as the beſt Counſellor and Pri 
ever had. I ſeem'd not to have known 
ini before; but I purſued my Point, and 
brought both the Law and Goſpel to confirm 
wy Doctrine: So that at laſt he own'd his 
Fault, and promiſed to marry the Lady, in- 
riting us all, and his Siſter, ro the Wedding z 
which was accordingly perform'd in four Days 
iter. I had his thanks, and all the Com- 
pany's. Then his Miſtreſs was ſent for, —_ 
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being by bim inform'd of what had paſy'd, 
thank'd me with Tears of Joy. We had 2 
Notary ſent for, and a Marriage - Contract 
drawn and fign'd. They left Paris a Week 
after their Marriage; ſo I can make no Diſco- 
very of my W.dow's Name, by mentioning 
theirs. | dx 

By thus taking this Lady's Part fo highly, 
I gain'd the Widow's good Opinion in ſuch 
manner, that ſhe believed me incapable of 
betraying a Secret, or doing a baſe Action; 
and I perceived that nothing but the fear of a 
great Belly deferr'd my Happineſs, which | WW ir 
cunningly removed all Apprehenfions of, in d 
the manner following: The Day after this I 
Converſation I return'd to viſit the Widow, W to 
who teſtify'd to me the Satisfaction I had pr in 
ven her, and thank'd me for having been t 
Means of the faithleſs Lover and his Miſtreſss en 
Union. I acted without any private Intereit, I no 
ſaid I, and only ſpake my real Thoughts, for ha 
I was ſhock'd with this baſe Man's Indiſcreti- ¶ pe 
on; for it was his Duty to keep the Secret, 

and he was guilty of an unpardonable Crime te 
in divulging it. But, between our ſelves, this I find 
Man and Woman were very ignorant, neither 
of them knew the Art of Loving without 
making a great Belly ; as for my own Part, | 
know the Secret of taking all Liberties with a 
Woman | love, without Children. How, /aid 
the Widow eagerly, is there ſuch an Art! 
and is it no Crime? Yes, ſaid J, and if you 
have Occaſion, I will teach it you. No in- 
deed, ſuid ſhe; but would you make uſe of If den 
ſuch unlawful Arts? Yes indeed, , J, and I ſeiz' 


not 
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not — it, to prevent the Ruin of a Wo- 
man whom I reſpected. I perceived ſhe 
hearken'd with great Attention to what I ſaid, 
and ſwallow'd the Poiſon I preſented to her. 
After this we talk'd of other things, and I 
went away fully perſuaded that my Happineſs 
was at hand; and that having diſſipated her 
fears of being pregnant, ſhe would now yield 
tomy Defires ; and it was but two Days after 
that I found I had gueſs'd very right, for go- 
ing to ſee her as uſual, about four in the A5 
ternoon, her Waiting: woman, whom I found 
in one of the Parlours below, told me her La- 
dy was — to ſleep, and I might teal up if 
| pleaſed and ſee if ſhe was yet awake. I 
took the Hint and went up very ſoftly; it was 
in the Month of Huguſt, and a very hot Day 
| found her Chamber Door juſt put to; I 
enter d and ſaw my Goddeſs, tor Venus was 
not more beautiful, lying on her Bed ; ſhe 
had nothing on but one white Sattin Under- 
petticoat and a Night-gown ; her Face was 
partly cover'd with a Cambrick Handkerchief, 
er ſhowy Boſom lay expoſed to View; in 
fine, Man never ſaw a more inviting Object. 
And I, who was ſtark mad in Love, was over- 
jy'd at the lucky Opportunity: My Deſigns 
were every way honourable, my Love ſincere, 
and I believed this was the only Way to pro- 
cure my Happineſs and hers ; for after I had 
once enjoy'd her, there was no doubt but ſhe 
would yield to be marry d. I firſt faſtned the 
Door, and then ſtole to my Fair One's Arms, 
trembling with Fear and fierce Defires, and 
fein d the Bleſſing with ſuch haſte that ſhe 


could 
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could not t me; but waked lock'd in 
my circling Arms, ſurpriz d but not diſpleaſed 
I fancy'd ; for tho ſhe chid me with a faint 
diſlike, ſhe ſoon forgave, and I ſeal'd my Par. 
don on her ruby Lips a hundred times. 

And thus I gain'd the Woman that my Sou 
adored ; and I muſt confeſs I ne'er before em- 
braced a Woman with ſuch Satisfaction as 
found with her, becauſe I never loved with 
ſuch an ardent Paſſion, or poſſeſs'd fo fine and 
charming a Perſon, We paſs'd ſome Hour 
together in mutual Joys and downy Slumber, 
and ſhe ne'er demanded any Promiſe from me 
but to keep the Secret ; which I did, and will 
do to my death, tho ſhe has left the World, 
and only lives in my Eſteem ; for ſhe broke 
off our Converſe ſo nobly, that I am obliged 
to reſpect and love her eternally, for the Sin 
cerity with which ſhe acted towards me, as 
you will find at the Concluſion of this Story, 
which I am now going to relate. 

We paſs'd about two Years thus, nor miſs'd 


one Day of ſeeing one another without any 


trouble or uneaſinc ſs, by the care we took on 
both fides to conceal our Secret. I paſt for an 
intimate Friend, but not a Lover; and ſhe 
got rid of all her Lovers, by continually de- 
claring in all Companies, that ſhe was reſolved 
not to marry again: And at laſt the World 
believed her, becauſe ſhe had refuſed ſeveral 
very advantageous Matches which had been 
offer'd to her, and this confirm'd me that ſhe 
really loved me and no other, befides a hun- 
dred others of her Actions, by which ſhe = 
ſhew'd her Tenderneſs and Affection towar 


me, 
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me, and ſhe often ſurpriz d me very agreeably 
when I thought nothing of it, with ſome ge- 
nerous Mark of her Fondneſs, in doing every 
thing that ſhe thought would pleaſe or oblige 
me : She would often have forced me to take 
a part of her Fortune to buy me an Imploy- 
ment, but I ever refuſed it unleſs ſhe would 
marry me, and that ſhe would not do. We 
hid nothing from one another ; ſhe did no- 
4 i thing of moment without acquainting me with 
Ii firlt, and follow'd and obey'd my Advice 
„ or Orders in all things, and my Will was hers, 
e und 1 had no other Deſire but to pleaſe and 
11 W make her happy; and ſhe drew me from all 
4, ny vicious Ways and Follies, and converted 
de ne, ſo that I became a perfect honeſt Man; 
»4 ud I have an eternal Obligation to her for 
. baring rid me of all my bad Acquaintance : 
u MW And I found in her all the Ardour and Com- 
ry laiſance of a Miſtreſs, together with all the 
— and Fidelity of a Wife. And b 
4 MW iceping her always company, and not ſpend- 
ny Wing Money idlely elſewhere, (ſhe never having 
on {Weeceived any Preſent from me but my Picture) 
an MW! found means to ſet up a Coach, and keep 
ſhe both that and Livery Servants, in the manner 
de- Ido now; and ſhe managed my Fortune fo 
ved rell that I lived handſomer than thoſe who 
tad better Fortunes, and I had always Money 
defore-hand in my Pockets, which 1 was not 
uſed to have before; for, in reality, I neither 
med nor ſpent any Money laxiſhly, either 
did Fruition or continual Converſation with her, 
eflen our Affection, or render us leſs fond and 
rady to oblige one another: And ſhe confeſs'd 
Vo t. II. K . 
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to me ingenuouſly, that my Deportment in 
Beauval's Affair, had determin'd her to yield 
to me; and that ſhe had thrown herſelf on 
her Bed, the Afternoon that I firſt enjoy d 
her, with that Deſign, and was not ſo fait a. 
22 as I imagin' d. "Tis im poſſible to ex- 
preſs how much I was charm'd with her; 
every thing ſhe did was engaging. When ſhe 
made this generous Confeſſion I embraced 
her with tranſport: My Angel, ſaid J, we 
were doubtleſs born for one another; I am ſure 
I ſhall never love you leſs to my dying Hour, 
and fince our Hearts are thus united, let us 
join Hands in publick and complete my Feli 
city, and ſhew to the World that there is one 
happy Pair on Earth; tis a Pain to us to be 
under ſuch Reſtraint : Let us now be at liber- 

to live together, without all fear of Cen- 

re. No, ſaid ſhe, embracing me, we know 
one another, let us ſtill remain as Lovers; 
we ſhall love one another longer and better: 
will always be your faithful and ſincere Miſtreſs, 
and I believe that you will always be my 
faithful Lover. All the Prayers and Entrea- 
ties I could uſe, even when ſhe was with 
Child, could never make her conſent to mary 
me. 

At the End of two Years ſhe told me ſhe 
was five Months gone with Child, which, ſa: 
Ge, I would not tell you before, for fear it 
ſhould make you uneaſy. I am rather over- 
joy'd at it, ſaid I; for tis what I have long 
wiſh'd. I doubt not, ſaid ſhe, embracing u, 
but you will aſſiſt me all you can to conceal it, 


and that you will take care of my Reputation 
E 
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fnce you have put me in this condition. Marry 
me, my dear, ſaid I, and that's ſecured ; can 
you refuſe me this Requeſt in the Condition 
you are now in? I would not, ſaid ſbe, if I 
did love you leſs than I do: The Offer ſhews 
me your Sincerity ; but I'm ambitious to ſhew, 
that when ſo many Women who have been 
{duced purſue their Lovers, and are rejected 
with Contempt, I refuſe to mine the very 
thing they ſeek in vain. Aſk me no more to 
marry you, Ihave reſolved agailiſt that laviſh 
State ; the Child which, it God pleaſes, I 
ſhall bring into the World, ſhall. not fare the 
worſe ; truſt to me, Iwill take care of it, or, 
if that does not content you, I will put into 
your Hands ſuch a Fortune as ſhall provide 
wbly for it ; tis my own Child, the Pledge of 
cur mutual Affection, and tho not born legiti- 
mate, yet dearer to me than Life it felf, and 
| will advance it in the World, as becomes 
ne; and if it lives to Manhood it ſhall not 
ryret its Birth : For my Fortune, it is at your 
dilpoſe, I can now truſt you with my ſelf and 
ll I poſſeſs. I will never marry again; I will 
be erer yours; for I ſhould begin to love you 
ks, if I once beheld you as a Husband ; 
therefore, my dear Lover, think no more of 
Matrimony : what haſt thou to do, ſaid ſhe, 
ſas WMmbracing me, to incumber thy ſelf with a 
Wife and Family, when thou can'ſt live free, 
nd taſte the Joys of Love without the Vexa- 
tions and Diſguſts that plague marry'd People? 
l know a great many Women, ſaid /he laugh- 
g, and Men too in Paris, that would be glad 
bbe in our Condition : I have told you. all 
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how I lived with my deceaſed Husband, fo 
which Reaſon I proteſt to you that I will ne. 
ver have another. Well, /a;4 J, I will never 
preſs you any more on that Subject till yoy 
ask me. She laugh'd, and we redoubled bur 
Careſſes, which were every Day renew'd wit, 
greater Ardour. 

She lay in at her own Houſe, ſo ſecrety 
that none but ſome of her Domeſticks kney 
it, whom we could truſt ; and the Midwit 
remain'd a whible Weck with her in her Cham- 
ber. She brought forth a Son beautiful as 
an Angel, whom ſhe perfectly idolized, and 
had ſo great care of, that I am convinced hoy 
well ſhe loved the Father. She had two 
Daughters, the next Year, at one Birth, and 
— in fifteen Months after, but they al 
died at Nurſe; ſo the Son only ſurvived, who 
is now living and enjoys his Mother's Fortune, 
And after five Years Converſation, without 
any Diſguſt or Jealouſy, being till paſſionate 
ly fond of one another, ſhe brake off the Con- Wl «+ 
verſe, and we parted by mutual conſent, which i vj 
coſt us Millions of Tears. Being touch'd in WM (©; 
her Conſcience, ſhe retir'd from the World Ml 44 
into a Convent, from whence we writ often 9 50 
one another; till at laſt, in leſs than a Year, WM 
ſhe died of a Conſumption, to my eternal te- $i 
gret. She had ſome Symptoms of this fatal WW M 
Diſcaſe before we — and her Auſterities WF late 
and continued Devotions there did, no doubt, ¶ cr 
haſten her End, and ſent her to that happy WW tell 
Place where, I beſeech God, I may find ber WM Dis 
when I die. At theſe words he let fall ſome 


Tears. 
| 1 
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At this Inſtant the beautiful Madam 4 
Pyis enter'd alone, he ask'd her what ſhe 
had done with Madam e Loud“? I have 
left her at my Aunt's, /a:4 he, with Monſieur 
Gallouin her Brother, who both aſſure them- 
ſelves that you will take the pains to fetch 
them when tis time to go to Supper. With 
all my Heart, % he; but I will firſt make 
an end of my Story, A propos, ſaid des Ro- 
nets; but before you go about that, pray let 
us have a Collation, for we wagt ſumething to 
keep up yours, and our Spirits ; and during 
that we may all ſpeak our Thoughts of your 
Miſtreſſes, and Adventures. The Treat was 
ſerved, and the Converſation was pleaſant ; 
after which Monſicur 4% Puis re- aſſum'd his 
Diſcourſe. 

All that I have hitherto related of my Life 
paſt, ſa:4 he, is mix'd with Debauchery and 
Folly ; what remains, will not make me nor 
theſe Ladies bluſh, who, as I have obſerv'd, 
even in the looſeſt Parts of my Story, have 
given me no Lmerruption. At this the Ladies 
ied out, Indeed we have been too civil to 
you, and you are malicious to make us bluſh 
now. They all laugh'd, and he went on; 
and now, ſa14 he, you will find nothing but 
dincerity in all my Actions and Words; but if 
Madam de Lon4e were here, I ſhould not re- 
ate all the Truth, or if I thought that any 
of you could not keep a Secret, and would 
tell her again; yet there is nothing to her 
Diſadvantage I afſure you, nor to mine; for I 
believe I did nothing but what any Man elſe 
would have done in my place, if he had 
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loved her as paſſionately as I have done; and 
the End of cur Amour will, I hope, make 
our Story a Comedy, which had like to haye 
proved a Tragedy, in which I ſhould have 
been a very Hero, and died a Martyr to Loy: 
and Virtue ; and I have ſuffer'd ſo long that! 
am impatient to act the laſt Scene, that is, 
Matrimony, with my chaſte Heroine. But 
now | am obliged to mention ſomething that 
happen'd during the time of my being a Li 
bertine. 

Gallouin, Thom, as I have before told you, 
was one of the moit reſolute Rakes in our 
bleſſed Society, and had lgarn'd- Secrets and 
Magick Arts which I would never know, but 
refuſed to be taught when he offer'd to com- 
municate them to me; Arts of which his 
own Siſter has felt the Power. He one Day 
took me to dine with him at his Mother's, 
with whom were his two Siſters, and Brother, 
who was then but a Youth, and was defignd 
for the Church, and is now the Head of the 
Family, and will be here at Supper with 
Madam de Londi. There was allo at the 
Table a Prieſt, whom I took to be the young 
Gentleman's Tutor, but he was the old Lady 
Confeſſor, and ſuch a one as was only 4. 
to ſet the hole Family in Confuſion, where- 
ever he got footing. Gallouin and I were 
deſign d to go after Dinner, as uſual, on out 
lewd Frolicks ; but he having given me th: 
Hint, we both. talk'd at Table like two Saints; 
and tho we were in private very wicked, yet 
we conceal'd our Vices ſo well that we were 


eſteem'd very ſober young Fellows, and much 
| re ſpected 
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teſpected by the beſt of People. The Prieſt 


took Occation from our good Diſcourſe to 
make a fort of Sermon, and ſadly declaim'd 
againſt the Vices we were indeed guilty of. 
At laſt the whole Company ſeem'd tired, and 
| imagining that he aim'd all at us, was fo 
iqued that I interrupted him, and faid, 
Really, Sir, you had better eat your Victuals 
than deftroy your Lungs, and tire us with ſuch 
a long Diſcourſe ; I don't know any Body here 
that has Occaſion for to be pegach'd to, if it 
be directed to Monfieur Gallauin and me, (for 
it cannot be meant to the Ladies I am cer- 
tain) — pains is ill beſtow'd, for he lives 
very ſoberly to my knowledge; he is more 
jnclin'd to be a Saint than a Debauchee, and 
is rather too pious ; for tho he is, Madam, 
ſaid J, ſfeaking to Madam Gallouin, your 
eldeſt Son, and the Hopes of your Family, 
yet he has great Inclinations for a religious 
Life, and will, I fear, at laſt become a Prieſt 
or Frier. We had, both he and I, much ado: 
to keep our Countenances ; but I was forced 
to put on this holy out- ſide, in order to be 
admitted to viſit there, to get acquainted with 
one of my Friend's amiable Siſters, who at 
preſent is Madam de Londs, with whom J. 
was already in love at firſt fight. You all 
know her, and therefore I' need not tell you 
that ſhe is altogether handſome, has a lovely 
Face, an admirable Shape and Mein; as for 
ber Capacity and Knowledge, you muſt be 
long and well acquainted with her, before 
know the half of her Perfections, for ſhe 

# Wiſe and learned above moſt of her Sex; 
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her Temper is ſweet; ſhe is conſtant and firm 
in her Reſolves, ſpeaks little, and is naturally 
grave ; ſhe is virtuous as Woman can be, 
inſomuch that ſhe has e'en turn'd my 
Brains with it, and found the Secret to force 
me to love and adore her, in ſpight of my na- 
tural Inconſtancy, by driving me to Deſpair, 
and enraging me ; and if. ſhe really be what 
her deceaſed Husband told me ſhe was, ſhe 
is of too cold a Conſtitution to make a Wife 
of, and only a Woman in outward ſhew ; but 
if I may judge by what I my ſelf have ſeen, 
the is not inſenſible to love, but has a Heart 
as tender as any Womans ; but only has a 
greater command over her Paſſions, and more 
Reſolution than moſt of her Sex, or than in- 
deed ſhe ought to have. And what I am go- 
ing to relate, will let you into her true Cha- 
wa than all elſe that I can ſay of 

er. - 
She was but ſeventeen Years old when firlt 
I faw her ; I was charm'd with her, and I was 
fain to put on the Air of a great Devotee, be- 
cauſe there was no other way to gain her Mo- 
ther's good Opinion, who grew to love me 
mors than I deſerved. I often convers'd with 
her Daughter, but always in her preſence, and 
found her Anſwers and Converſation ſo wile 
and ingenuous, that my Paſſion for her in- 
creaſed hourly. Her Brother had maliciouily 
told her, to plague me, that I had a mind to 
be a Capuchine, and ſhe really belicving him, 
talk'd to me of it before her Mother. I did 
not give her any poſiti ve Anſwer at that time; 
but about a Month after, finding her for _ 
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firſt time alone, her Mother ſeldom leaving 
her Daughters out of her ſight ; but now ſhe 
was obliged to do it, becauſe her youngeſt 
Daughter was fick, and had call'd for her, and 
ſo found my adored Miſtreſs working on ſome 
Tapeſtry all alone: She ask'd me, if her 
Brother had ſtill thoughts of leaving the 
World? I anſwer'd, I could not tell ; for of 
late he has not been fo free in diſcloſing his 
Thoughts to me as heretofore, ſaid 1 ; but 
this I obſerve, that he goes very often to ſee 
my Kinſman in his Convent; and that before 
me, they talk only of things indifferent. And 
you, Sir, /ai4 e, will you alſo throw your 
ſelf into a Convent? I did defign it Madam, 
faid J, with a deep Sigh, but I find my Mind 
much alter'd of late, and I perſuade my ſelf 
Heaven has a Bleſſing in-ſtore for me of an- 
other kind, which will attach me more to the 
World than ever; yet without a Crime. Iam 
ery lad of it, aid he, for your own ſake 
and the World's; for I think tis pity that a 
Man who 2 of ſerving his Frince ant 
Country, ſhould lock himfelf up from the 
World, and make no uſe of the Talents God 
has given him to ferve his Friends and the 
Publick ; and I think he muſt be a true Friend 
to you, who has prevaiFd with you to lay aſide 
the thoughts of burying your ſelf alive. It was 
the Sight of a Lady, Madam, ſaid J, that 
bas changed my Reſolutions, and convinced 
me how 8 it is for a young Man to 
enter in holy Vows too precipitately, ſince 
there needs no more but the Sight of ſuch a 
charming Woman to ingage his Heart, and 
K 5 make 
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make him ſo wretched that he ſoon grows: ta 
abhor his Condition, ceaſes to delight in hi; 
Duty, and grows to regard his Convent as a 
loathſome Priſon, and his Life as a continual 
Torment, nay as a.Hell, becauſe of the Im. 
poſſibility of living without. eternal Remorſe 
of. Conſcience :. and at preſent, if I were in 
that Condition, I ſhould be one of the moſt 
miſerable Creatures on Earth, fince I. could 
not diſcover my Paſſion to the Beauty that 
has captivated my Soul, and tell her that Iam 
the moſt tender and paſſionate Lover in the 
World: Yes, Madam, ſaid I, throwing my 
ſelf. at. her Feet, there needed no more but 
the Sight of you to. change my Mind, and. 
make me wiſh to ſtay in the World; tis you 
alone that have attach'd me to it. Such a 
Declaration will no doubt ſurprize you; but | 
am no longer able. to 8 my, Paſſion, my 
Soul till hitherto. has never. been a Slave to 
Love, but . now. my Reaſon confirms, my, 
Flame, and tells . only are worthy to 
be admired and loved, and you alone muſt 
determine my Deſtiny ; for it is impoſſible, 
for me. to live without you, or to diſſemble 
my Paſſion longer, She was ſo, ſurpriz d ſhe 
was not able to make me an Anſwer : I ſaw 
her Diſorder with pleaſure, and look'd on it 
as a good Omen. She was going to ſpeak, 
when ſhe. heard her Mother coming. : 1 was, 
ſtill on my, Knees. Riſe, ſaid be, I am not 
able to give you any Anſwer, I am ſo confuſed. 
I;was very much. pleaſed that I; had. made 
this, Declaration, and doubted not but ſoon to. 
obtain a favcutable Anſwer; but I was deceived, 
and 
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| and found it impoſſible to get Knowledge 


whether I had made any Progreſs in ber At- 
fection. | 

* This was the State of my Amour with 
Madam Gallonin, when her Brother made me 
the Confident of his being in love with Sylvia, 
obliging me to Secrecy, You was then, Mon- 
fieur des Frens, in the Country, ſaid Mon/ieur ' 
du Puis 70 Vim, and did not return till ſome 
time after; when you pick'd a Quarrel with 
him, without any apparent Caule, , fought 
with, and dangerouſly wounded. him; for 
which all the World. blamed you, and I a- 
mongſt the: reſt; being ignorant of the Injury 
he had done you. And now I am going to in- 
form you of ſomething. concerning that un- 
happy Affair, to which you are yet all: 
Strangers; by which Sivia will be entirely 
jltify'd, tho I. have to this Hour kept the 
Secret: but as they are both dead, I have no 
reaſon. to keep it longer ſo, when it is neceſ- 
ary to diſcloſe it to do right to that unfortunate 
Lady's Character, who was ever virtuous: in: 
her Intentions, and without Spot; and. com- 
ud to act an involuntary Crime by magick 

, and Herbs of powerful Juice. 

I went to ſee. Gallouin on his Sick- bed ; 
and having ſworn me to ſecrecy, he related all 
that had paſt between him and. Silvia; and 
told me, that he fell in love with her at firſt: 
Sight, even tos diſtraction, and ſtrove all he: 
could to get acquainted with her, and by your: 


— — 


, che Silvia's liber. 


— 


be 

3 

b+ 

i 

4 
Ni 

"ms 


— 


228 The ILLuSTRIOVS 


means attain'd his Defires : You carrying him 
often along with you to vifit her, he perceiy- 
ed that there was a great. Familiarity 2 
you and her, for which Reaſon he did not 
think r 26 to declare himſelf till you left 
Paris, believing ſhe was too much attach'd 
to you whilſt preſent ; and therefore was con- 
tented with engaging himſelf in that little So- 


ciety which you had form'd, of his two Siſters, 


me, Silvia, and your ſelf, to have the pleaſure 
of ſeeing her: That you being gone to your 
Eftate, on account of your Houſe being burn'd 
there, he took advantage of your abſence to 
declare his Paſſion to her, and had ſpared no 
Pains and Aſſiduities, to convince her that he 
was fincere: And that he had offer'd her 
magnificent Preſents, all which ſhe refuſed; 
and had ſeveral times propoſed Marriage to 
her, but could never gain her Conſent, or 
find the leaſt Encouragement ; fo that at lat 


being drove to Deſpair, he reſolved to gain 


his Ends by Force or Stratagem ; but know- 


ing ſhe was too brave to yield, or be frightned 


at even Death it ſelf, when Life muſt be pre- 
ſerved by a Crime, he reſolved to make trial 
of ope of thoſe wicked Secrets which he had 
got Knowledge of: That to effect it he had 
occafion for ſome Drops of Silvia's Blood, and 
ſomething that ſhe was uſed to wear next her 
Skin; for which Reaſon he took occaſion one 
Day as ſhe was working on ſome Tapeſtry, 
and he next her, to rf haſtily, in jeſting, 
and puſh the Needle into her Finger ; and 
then, pretending great Concern; pull'd > clean 
Cambrick Handkerchief out of his 5 
| W 
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which he had brought for that purpoſe, and 


held her Finger in it, in preſence of his Mo- 
ther and Siſters, and ſo got the Blood, and 
tting up the Handkerchief again, carry d it 
. ; and taking notice that ſhe conſtantly 
wore the fatal Necklace of Pearl, which you 
took the dreadful Night that undid you both, 
he ſoon after, in fooling before Company, 
broke the String, and, purting i into a Paper, 
carry'd it home to get one of his Siſters, as he 
tended, to new firing ir, and ſo put a new 
ibbon ; and ſtrung it on a Silk dipp'd in a 
negromantick Compoſition, which he had 
prepared with her Blood and ſome of his own, 
and Herbs of * Juices; and carried back 
the Necklace to her the next Day: You can 
ſcarce believe, ſaid he, the wonderous Effect 
this Charm produced; for tho the Charm and 
Compoſition were moſt powerful, as I had ex- 
perienc d, yet now its Effects were prodigious, 
and ſurpaſs d my Expectations; for Silvia had no 
ſooner put this magick String about her Neck, 
but her Eyes ſparkled, and ſhe beheld me 
with Tenderneſs and Love; fo that I made 
an eaſy Conqueſt of her Virtue, and found I 
was not the firſt. And now ſhe laid afide all 
Reſerve, and that lovely Silvia, who had ne- 
ver ſhewn the leaſt Complaiſance for me be- 


fore, ſought my Careſſes with Eagerneſs, and 


indeed to Exceſs, and ask'd me to paſs the 
Night with her; giving me the Key of 
the Garden-gate, and promiſing that ſhe 
would ſend all her Domeiticks to Bed very 
ſoon, chat I might not be ſeen : And being 
afraid of Madam Morin, I promiſed to take 
| care 
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care of her, which, Heaven forgive me, I did 
too effectually, but not with deſign to kill her, 
and at laſt could ſcarce get away till J pro- 
miſed to return in an Hour to Supper: She 
fell on my Neck, and ſhed Tears to part with 
me, tho for ſo ſhort a time. In fine, I was 
aſtoniſh'd and tranſported, and my Paſſion 
had fo ſtupify'd my Senſes that I felt no Re- 
morſe of Conſcience, being reſolved to marry 
her, and pleaſed to find I had not the Guilt 
to anſwer for of having firſt enjoy d her: yet 
T believed. ſhe was virtuous till now, and had 
been either marry'd or gain'd in the ſame 
mannet as I had done; and I left her only to 
repare a Potion of ſtupifying Drugs, to make 
Mota Maria ſleep, who Slvia fear'd, and 
who always lay in a Bed by her Chamber 
door, or with her. She had been all the 
Afternoon at my Mother's, teaching my Siſters 
to work a new fa ſhion'd fort of Tapeftr „ for 
the work d exquiſitely, and was to come homo 
to Supper, never lying from or leaving Silvic. 
$he was winger, a very wiſe and truly virtu- 
ous Woman, and would doubtleſs never have 
conſented to fuch a Deed: Silvia, who at this 
time thought of nothing but me, told me we 
muſt hide all from her above all other People: 
And alas !'/ai he, I ſacrificed her to effect 
my Crime. | 
he Compoſition being made, I return'd ta 
Silvia, . and convey'd it into a Fricaſſey of 
Chickens that was ſet firft on the Table, be- 
fore Madam Morin enter'd the Room, who 
ſtaid to ſee the reſt of the Supper brought io, 
being a Diſh I knew. ſhe. loved... via 5 
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warn d not to taſte it. The other Domeſticks 
made an end of it. Madam Morin had 
hardly made an end of her Supper before ſhe 
was Mens fall aſleep, and went to Bed pre- 
ſently. On which I took leave, and went out 
at the Fore-door as uſual, and entering by the 
Back, waited till Silvia gave me a Signal 
from her Window to come in. All the Do- 
meſticks were now faſt aſleep, ſo that na 
Creature ſaw or heard 'me. 

Silvia received me with open Arms, ſhe 
tried if Madam Morin was galt, and found 
ſhe could not be awaked by touching, we 


thought all ſecure”: We haſted to Bed, gave 


a looſe to our Deſires, till being. both tired 
we fell faſt aſleep. in one another's Arms. I 
waked firſt, beBes Day-break, and would 
have renew'd my Carefles ; but ſhe broke from 
my Arms with abhorrence, and calling to mind 
art of what had paſt, let fall a Shower of 
| hy wrung her Hands and ſhew'd all the 
figns of Deſpair ; call'd me Sorcerer, cruel 
$educer, and Author of her. eternal Ruin. I. 
did all I could to pacify het; but in vain: IL 
told her I would marry her; but ſhe was deaf 
to all I ſaid. At laſt ſhe catch'd up my Sword 
and would have thrown herſelf upon it, ſo that 
I was forced to take it from her; and certain- 
ly the Servants ſlept very ſoundly, that they. 
4a not awake at all the Lamentations ſhe- 
made for aboye an Hour. As for Madam. 
Morin, ſhe was not to be awaked ; and I per- 
ceived ſhe was quite dead; Theſe two diſmal 
Objects brought me to my ſelf, and ſhew'd 
we the enormity of my Crime; but 1 * 

tell 
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tell Silvia the Means I had uſed to gain her, 
or what had follow'd to poor Madam Morin 
but being now dreſs'd I fell on my Knees, and 
ask'd her Pardon very heartily. — with 
her, that ſhe would, by making the leaſt 
Noiſe, ruin herſelf: That her Misfortune be- 
ing now a Secret to all but her and me, none 
could divulge it; and then I again offer'd to 
marry her; but ſhe refuſed, and ſaid ſhe 
look'd on me now as a hateful Monſter, and 
that ſhe ask'd nothing of me, but to keep 
the Secret; which I ſwore to do: and ſhe 
threatned me, that if I committed the leaſt 
Indiſcretion in mentioning of it, nothing ſhould 
ſuffice her but my Life. 

I perceived ſhe had loſt her Necklace of 
her Neck, and was much ſtartled, but I ſaid 
nothing ; yet I knew then the Charm was 
ended, and fo I left the Houſe, "ey repent- 
ing my Fault ; which was of no advantage 
to me, and colt the Life of one of the belt of 
Women. | 

Silvia's Domeſticks, as I afterwards under- 
ſtood, did not awake till Noon, and were then 
ſill intoxicated ; ſo that poor Madam Morin 
being in years and weak, could not overcome 
the ſtrength of the fatal Compoſition, of which 
ſhe had taken too much, but was found dead 
in her Bed: Yet Silvia did not accuſe me of 
her Death, for fear the Cauſe and Manner of 
it ſhould be diſcover'd. She ſent to me for 
her Necklace; and I went to her, to ask 
| her if ſhe had ſearch'd her Bed well? but 
ſhe would not ſee nor ſpeak to me; but ſhut 
herſelf up in her Cloſet from me. I thought 

15 


French LOVERS. 233 


it might have been unty'd in our Embraces ; 
but I was convinced of the contrary, becauſe 
it could never be found. I was extremely 
troubled” at this Accident; and to ſet her 
Mind at eaſe, and free her from the fear ſhe 
was under that ſome body had ſurprized her in 
Bed with me, I ſent her word that I had in- 
deed taken it, and would kept it for her ſake 
tomy Death, and I ſent her withal twenty 
times the value of it to buy another, but ſhe 
would not receive it; but ſent it back, as ſhe 
did all the other Preſents I ſent her. She like- 
wiſe burnt all my Letters in the preſence of 
thole who brought them, unopen'd, except 
the firſt, which ſhe did read: Nay ſhe did 
more, for from the fatal Day of her Ruin ſhe 
never went abroad, fearing doubtleſs to meet 
me any where; and I proteſt to you, ſaid he, 
that the loſs of this Necklace very much per- 
lex'd me, and continually run in mind ; yet 
t could not be Monfieur Jes Frans that could 
have taken it, becauſe he was above a hun- 
dred Leagues diſtant, in Pozftou 5 nor could 
it be any of her Domeſticks, for none of them 
vere ſuch as would ſteal, or be bold enough 
o enter her Chamber at ſuch Hours. In ſhorr, 
| could not tell what to think, and I was all 
moſt perſuaded that the Devil had carry'd ir 
away. Let I am certain that it was on Silvia's 
account, that Monficur 4e Frans pick d a 
Garrel with me; yet why ſhould he be fo 
unjuſt as to e that ſhe would have him 
againſt her Will ? I loved her even to Diſtrac- 
tion, which you cannot doubt, after what I 


lid to poſſeſs her; and I would have 3 
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her in ſpight of him, if ſhe would have con- 
ſented to it, and I only deferr'd to preſs her 
to it to the utmoſt till my Wounds would 
rmit me. This was his Reſolutions, 23 
he declared to me, ſome few Days after hi; 
being wounded. But in a few Days after, we 
were ſurpriz'd with the News, That /ig 
diſappear'd of a ſudden ; had ſold all the 
Moveables, diſmiſs'd her Servants, and left 
Paris with only her Waiting-Maid and Foot- 
boy, and that no Body knew where ſhe was 
one. And this had happen'd about a Week 
fore we heard one word of it, Gallouin had 
ſurely gone in ſearch of her if he had been in 
a Condition to go abroad, which he was not; 
but was kept above two Months in his Bed 
and Chamber by his Wounds. I did all I was 
able to diſcover where ſhe was gone, but in 
vain ; for ſhe had put a wrong Name in the 
Book where ſhe had a Place taken in the 
Stage-Coach, as we diſcover'd by deſcribing 
her, on which we made freſh Reflections. 
Gallouin, on this, made no doubt of her be- 
ing with you, and hoped to hear ſome News 
her when you ſhould return to Paris: 80 
he readily conſented to the Accomodation 
which your Mother and Friends propoſed to 
him, and fign'd to every thing they deſired. 
But about four Months after be was cured, be 
was ſatisfy d of all by a Letter he received 
from Silvia from the Convent, and we gueſs d 
the fatal Truth; her words of Oaths, and 
Vows, and Engagements, convinced us that 
ſhe was marry'd to you, and your quarrel- 
ling with. him, ſhew'd it; and he no longer 


doubted 
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doubted but that it was you who had found 
them ſleeping together, and taken the fatal 
Necklace from her Neck, and afterwards ſhut 
her up from the World in the Convent. And 
then he admired your Moderation, in having 
not kill'd them both on the Spot, conſidering 
the Violence of your Temper. He alſo com- 
mended your Generoſity and Sincerity, and 


wiſh'd, from the bottom of his Soul, that 


| = had made him only a Victim to your Re- 


entments, and ſpared the innocent S$ilvid: 
He communicated his Thoughts to me, and I 
found them juſt : So that you ſee I was not 
ſurpriz'd at what you related concerning her 
you. Poor Gallouin grievoully lamented 
the unhappy Fate of that lovely Woman, and 
had a ſenfible Sorrow for his being the Cauſs 
of her Ruin by ſuch range Events, 

Monſieur au Puis was here interrupted by 
Monfieur des Frans's falling into a Swoon : 
All the Company ſhed Tears, and Silvia was 
lamented by every Body ; and the Death of 
ſo fine, ſo wiſe, and fo virtuous a Lady, was 
lok'd on with great Compaſſion. Her Inno- 
cence being thus atteſted, made her as dear 
as ever to the diſtracted Jes Frans, who brake 
out in Lamentations for her Loſs as if ſhe 
was but juſt departed ; and his Grief was fo 
violent, that it was fear'd he would expire 
that Moment ; all Means were uſed to comfort 
and pacify him. At laſt the Violence of his 
Paſſion abating, Madam 4e Contamine ſaid, 
ſhe thought that Gallonin merited greater 
Tortures than could be invented-: And. that 
tho.he was a great Penitent at his Death, * 

is. 
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his Memory ought to be hateful to all good 
Men. And ſhe had proceeded farther, if her 
Husband had not defir'd her to be filent, beg. 
ging Monſi eur 4 Puis to continue his Rela- 
tion, to divert Monſieur es Frans and the 
Company. 

He complied, and ſaid, All theſe ſtrange 
Events, one after another, converted Gallouin, 
and he became another Man. He had made 
his Confeſſion in his Illneſs, and declared al! 
the Crimes of his Youth ; and fearing, leſt 
he ſhould again fall into more if he continued 
in the World, and that the Ills he had been 
threatned withal in his Infancy, (his Nativity 
— calculated) might happen to him : On 
theſe Conſiderations 2 reſolved to be a Re- 
cluſe, as he afterward was, and to quit the 
World. | 

"Tis done, ſaid he to me one day, I have 
now ſeen the Diſorders of my life paſt, and 
how little Dependance can be placed on the 
Felicities of this World ; I am now ſenſible of 
the wickedneſs of my paſt Actions and Inc li- 
nations, which muſt be repented of and con- 
quer'd : Reaſon tells it me, and fear of te- 
1e puſh'd me on to leave the World; nay, 
I have ſome other Reaſons which make me 
more eager to do it; and ta you, who will ! 
am ſure Coop the Secret, I may communicate 
them. 

We were, you know, ſaid he, Fellow-Stu- 
dents together, and that I gain'd the Ap- 
plauſe of all my Tutors and Maſters ; and | 
obſerved, young as I was, that tho all the 


World praiſed me, yet my Mother ill look d 


On 


3 
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on me with a pitying Look, and often ſhed 
ar 


Tears : This I remark'd for twelve Years to- 

ther, but could never diſcover the Reaſon 
of her Sadneſs; but after my Father's death 
| preſs'd her fo earneſtly, to tell me why ſhe 
wept when ſhe look'd upon me, that ſhe could 
not refuſe to tell me a Secret which has fince 
troubled me a thouſand times. 

There was once at Paris a learned Aſtro- 
loger, who calculated the Nativities of a great 
many conſiderable Perſons, telling them what 
kind of death they ſhould die : My Mother 
was as curious as other Ladies, and had the 
Weakneſs to have mine calculated, and he 
menaced me with being hang'd : This ſhe 
told me. Alas! ſaid J, that Prediction does 
not trouble me ; I give no credit toſuch Follies, 
tis all a Cheat, my Religion forbids me to be- 
lieve them; beſides, my Birth, thank Hea- 
ven, ſecures me from the Rope, the Ax is all 
[ have to fear. This 1 ſaid, laughing, to my 
Mother, when ſhe declared the Cauſe of her 
Grief: yet I muſt now confeſs to my ſhame, 
that this Prediction is continually in m 
Thoughts ; and I muſt tell * as a Friend, 
that if I were to be brought to juſtice on 
Silvia's Account, and for the Death of Ma- 
dam Morin, tho it was undefign'd, if you 
your ſelf were to be my Judge, could you ſcreen 
me from an infamous Death, and the hainouſ- 
neſs of the Crime, by which I have degene- 
rated from my Birth ? would it not render me 
unworthy the melancholy Diſtinction that is 
made between the Nobility and Populace ? I 
ſhall ſurely verify what my Horoſcope An wh 

es, 
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bodes, and this frights me from the World: 
and Silvia's Letter, that lays theſe, things to 
my charge, and menaces me, in a prophe- 
tick manner, of future Evils, has eil de- 
termined my Reſolutions to retire to a 
Convent. I will leave the World; 'ris fix'd, 
both to do Penance for my Sins, and avoid the 
fatal Conſequences. All that I could ſay to 
him could not alter his Reſolutions, and it was 
with great regret on my part, and joy on Ma- 
dam Gallonin's, that we ſaw him, her eld- 
eſt Son, and the Hopes of her Family, turn 
Capuchine. | 

He ſhew'd Silvia's Letter to his Confeſſor, 
who oblig'd him to uſe all his Endeavours to 
undeceive you of the ill Impreſſions you 
might have conceived of Silvia, on his ac- 
count; and to aſk you Pardon even at the 
hazard of expoſing all his Crime, and to ſub- 
mit to hear all your juſt Reproaches, and to 
make no Oppofition but his Tears and 
Prayers with a Chriſtian Reſignation, And 
before he took the Habit of a Frier, he went 
on foot to your Seat at Poictou, ſecretly to find 
you ; but you were gone thence, and he could 
not find whither, by all the Inquiry he could 
make : So he return'd to Paris quite over- 
whelm' d with Grief, that he had his la- 
bour; but he made no Inquiry aftor Silvia, 
it being forbidden him. So he put on the 
Habit, made his Vows, and lived like a Saint 
the reſt of his Days ; which were ended in 
the manner that had been predicted: But of 


that I ſhall ſpeak hercafter, 
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Give me here leave to make a ſlight Re- 
fefion on his Converfion and Vocation, which 
is, that it were well that none were received 
into our Convents, but ſuch Perſons as having 
lived ſome time at liberty in the World, were 
cal Converts from Vice, and true Penitents ; 
and then, tho the Number of Religious would | 
not be ſo great,, yet their Lives would. be 
more exemplary, and of greater efficacy to 
form the World. | A 

But to return to Madam e Lond. his 
diſter, whom I loved ſincerely: She givin 
her Attendance on her fick Brother, 1 8 
ſcarce left one Day till his Recovery, gave 
ne continual Opportunities of ſeeing her, but 
ſhe ſo carefully avoided my ſpeaking to her 
ane word alone, that it was impoſſible for me 
todo it, I writ above twenty Letters to give 
ker, but ſhe would not receive one; and 
finding all Attempts were in vain, tho I ſaw 
ſhe did not hate me, I deſiſted. 

Her Brother throwing himſelf into a- Con- 
vent, I had no longer any Pretext to viſit 
there ; ſo that ſeeing her no more but by 
accident, and that rarely, I began to grow 
more eaſy, and my Paſſion cool'd ; and to con- 
folate my ſelf for her Loſs, and the chagrin of 
ſeeing all my Friends diſpers d, you, Monſieur 
des Frans, and others, into the Country, one in 
Convent, others in diſtant Provinces and Coun- 
ties, I attach'd my ſelf to the charming Widow 
| have told you of, who ſoon hinder'd me from 
farching other Diverſions : Our Commerce 
ated five Years, during which I heard, with- 
out being any ways concern'd at it, that 2 


240 The ILLUSTRIoOvusS 


dam Gallouin was marry'd to Monfieur 1; 
TLondi, And now. I ſhould be more cautious 
to tell you what follows, if I did not know 
that you are all very good People, and wont 
tell her again; but in truth I did not have any 
more thoughts of her, yet it is certain that it 
_was my Fate to love above all others, 
more than my Widow, and more than I be- 
lieved it was poſſible for me to love. 

She had been marry'd above three Year, 
and it was above five fince I had ſeen her, 
except by accident and in paſſing by, nor had 
I ever ſpoke to her in all that time ; but ſhe 
came in my way when I thought nothing of 

' her, and by a very particular Accident. I was 
walking one Day all alone, with a Book in 
my Hand, reflecting on all the Adventures of 

my paſt Life, and, above all, on the true 

| | Satisfaction a Man finds in the Arms of a 

& - kind faithful Miſtreſs, ſuch a one as my Wi- 
dow was, from whom I had parted but cight 

Days before, whoſe Idea was till freſh in my 

Mind. In theſe Mufings I walk'd inſenſibly as 

far as the Chancellor's Houſe, and not a Gun- 

Mot from Paris; and fat down on a Seat in 

the Gardens, which had the Proſpect of that 
great av J was but juſt ſat down when | 
perceived a Woman richly dreſs'd, tall, and 
exquiſitely ſhaped, with a Maſk on her Face, 

(tho it was very hot Weather) which hinder'd 

me from knowing her; ſhe was alone, and 
walk d very ſoftly,” often looking behind het 
as if ſhe wanted Company, or og js ſome- 

body: Ab! thought I to my ſelf, here's a 

Lady-Errant, a Love-Adventure is at * 


FFF FE D S ese 


I's 


2 
e 


2 


French LOVERS. 241 


le A Moment after I ſaw a Woman come up 
and whiſper to her, but I. could not hear a 
word ; I only ſaw that the Lady ſhew'd ſome 
deus of being impatient, and ſent back the 

oman. I ſaw no Body in the Garden bur 
our ſelves, the Lady came till nearer to me; 
| aw ſhe was very fair, and had blue Eyes 
ud a very lovely Hand, and fancy'd I had 
ome knowledge of her : I ftrove to call her 
wmind, but in vain. 1 ſhe look'd 
a me 2 good while, ſtill, as ſhe walk'd 
by me, look'd back upon me; nay ſhe fix'd 
her Eyes with ſome kind of Earneſtneſs, which 
confirm'd me in my Thought that we had been 
— 3 I was naturally not very baſhful, 


A2 5 


fancying that ſhe was come to meet a 
Lover who had vg gg her, I thought I 
night ſupply his Place; but I was miſtaken, 
ſhe came to break an ation, not to 
make one: Charming Unknown, ſaid J, you 
have, I perceive, the Ad vantage of knowing 
ne, and conceal your ſelf from me only to 
ble ſome happy Lover with the Sight of that 
ovely Face in a more retired Place, where 
dabtleſs you expect him: I know neither of 
as yet; but if I may have leave to judge 
1b cee, he muſt be a very extraordina- 
7 Perſon to merit your Affection, _— 
muſt love him extremely to pardon his Neg- 
ligence, in letting you wait ſo long for him in 
ſo publick a Place, where it had been his Du- 
9 to have waited for you; whilſt I, on the 
7 of your Hands, Neck, Shape, and Eyes, 
yam ready to ſupply his Place, and I am 
4 you won't repent the Exchange, for 
You, II. L you 
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will not find me ſo negligent and cold a 
appears to be; at which I am indeed 
ſcandalized, and aſham'd for him. Not 
knowing me, ſaid he, 1 forgive the raſh Judg- 
ment that you make of me, finding me alone 
inſuch a Place : *Tis true, 'tis a Love-Adven- 
ture that . me here, and I ſuppoſe 
your Errand is the ſame. No, ſaid J, Ma. 
dam, you are miſtaken, I am unfortunate in 
Miſtreſſes; I have had one who has uſed me 
cruelly, and abandon'd me to Deſpair ; I ſeck 
for nothing here but to divert my Melancholy; 
*rwas that brought me here, and good For- 
tune detain'd me, I hope, to ſupplant a Lover 
whoſe Indifference has left his Place vacant ; 
and you would doubtleſs accuſe me of being 
unworthy of your Favours, if I ſhould not offer 
my Service to conſolate you in the Abſence of 
ſuch an ungrateful Lover. At theſe Words l 
went to take off her Maſk. Hold, ;/aid /be, if 
I liked your Propofition, and had a mind to 
be known, I ſhould take off my Maſk my 
ſelfl. Why, ſaid I, ſhould I not have the 
_ pleaſure of knowing you fince you know me! 
we muſt have been old Acquaintance, tis un- 
zuſt to uſe me ſo. I do indeed know you, 
Monfieur du Puis, ſaid ſhe, and therefore | 
would not have you know me. 1 will then, 
ſaid J, wait the coming of your Lover, to 
reproach him for his Negligence. Bur if he 
is my Husband that comes? ſaid ſbe. I don! 


* 
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belicre it, ai 7; but if be be, 1 will l 
re of you for your Obſtinacy, by mw in 
king him believe by my being with you, and Thi 

th 


your being here before bim, that I was her 
ES 7 


French LOVERS. 


243 


t meet you firſt; I ſhall thus have twe 
xd IF Pleaſures, the knowing you by his means, 
ot W that is, by knowing him; and next, by makin 
g. I him jealous, to make you repent of your ill 
ne WF nature, in not letting me ſee your Face! This 
very malicious, /a/4 ſhe, and does not ſuit 
ſe WF with che Air of Devotion which I have ſeen 
a- WF you put on heretofore ; for five Years ago you 
in were look'd on as a young Saint, at leaſt as a 
ne Man who was ready to turn Capuchine. Theſe 
> Words were ſufficient to make me know who 
y; WH fhe was : 80 I reſolved to act my Part nicely, 
or. Town, ſaid I, I had once Thoughts of leaving 
ret WH the World, as ſome others of my Friends did z 
it ; bat theſe Sentiments of Devotion are no ways 
ang incompatible with the Deſite I have to know 
fict , fince I have no criminal Defigns; and I 
e of bad been long ſince in a Convent, if there 
I bad not been a darling Paſſion for a lovely 
„ u Woman, like you, that hinder'd, and ſtill 
| to if hinders me from being fit to embrace a 
mj religious Life, and attaches me to the World. 
the WW She was divinely fair, ber Shape and Stature 
ne' juſt like yours, except not quite fo tall nor 
un. man- like, for ſhe was but fifteen ; but ſhe 
you, WF did not regard me, for ſhe is marry'd to an- 
re I other: I cannot call her falſe, for, tho ſhe ſaw 
hen, ind knew my Sufferings, ſhe never gave me 
to grounds to hope; yet I till loved, and muſt, 


alas, love on to death, here I /ig/'d deeply, 


ont and being unable to think of any other, I have 

| bel Kut indulged my Paſſion, and never ingaged 
me Wany new Amour. I knew, by the way, my 

— Intrigue with the Widow was a Secret from 
er 


e World. That is very rare, /ai4 /be, I muſt 
| L 2 Own 
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own you are then the Mirrour of Conſtancy. 
The Cruelty and Indifference ſhe ſhew'd for me, 
aid I, during a long time that I ſaw her eve- 
ry Day, made me at laſt believe, the Sjpht 
of me did diſpleaſe her; and having no longer 
any Pretence to go to her Houſe, becauſe x 
Brother of hers, who was my Friend, was 

one to live elſewhere, I could not more o- 

lige her, than to keep from her Eyes the 
Object of her A verſion; yet, tho I loved her 
without hope, her Marriage threw me into 
Deſpair, and I was once in the mind to go 
and ſtab my ſelf at her Feet; but the awful 
tye of Religion reſtrain d me: Since this time! 
ha ve lived after a manner worthy of compaſſion, 
I have fought only Solitude, and paſt my dif- 
mal Hours with Books, not Men : My Friends 
have look d upon me as a moroſe Fool, and 
ridicul'd me till I negleted them and they 
me : The fear of injuring her Reputation, or 
to offend her, have m me avoid all Op 
ities of coming where ſhe is; and ! 
ave haſted from the place, when I have met 
her, fearing to renew my Griefs, yet my 
wounded Heart bled afreſh, nay I dared not 
aſk after her; and have only heard by com- 
mon fame, that her Husband's Infidelity to 
her, has puniſhed her for 2 8 me z nay 
I am ſenfibly afflicted to hear ſhe is unhappy: 
Good Heavens! ſaid , lifting up my Hands 
and Eyes, is it poſſible that a Man who pol- 
ſeſſes ſuch a divine Creature, can be ſo inſenfi- 
ble of his Happineſs, and flight thoſe Endear- 
meats, for which I would give the laſt Dro 


of my Blood ? 1 pity her, ſaid I. and 
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ſhall ever lament her Misfortunes, and love 


4 her to-the laſt Moment of my Life ; thinking 
ec. et her 1 came inſenſibly to this Place: But 
be WM why do I entertain a Stranger with my ſad 
er Story? Ah! Madam, ſaid Ito her, by what 
a Charm, by what powerful Charm, have you 
u drawn a Secret from my Tongu: which I have 
o- MW hitherto conceal'd with ſo much care, and 
ie MW which my deareſt Friend, her near Relation, 


never knew ? Is what you tell me truth ? 


et 

o MW 14 ſbe. I wiſh to Heaven it were not, ſai4 
s it is as true as that I now ſpeak to you, and 
ul Wh yet don't know you. This would cer · 
1 WF tainly be grateful to you, ſai4/be, if ſhe was 
n, WW inform'd of this; why don't you let her know 
if WW it? Alas ! aid 7, I dare not; and if ſhe 
kh WJ vere now preſent, perhaps I thould not be 
d able to ſay one Word. Tell me her Name, 
ey ebe, and if ſhe be one of my Acquaint- 
or WI ance I will inform her of it for you. I muſt 
p- Wl felt Know, Jai I in what Hands I repoſe ſo 
1 I great Truſt, and divulge a Secret on which 
et WW all the Happineſs of my Life depends; un- 


maſk therefore, and then I ſhall ſee if I ſhall 


n 
chuſe you for my Confidant. If this be the: 
naa Terms, /ai4 ſhe, on which you will do it, 
to I there is great likelihood of our keeping both 
ay ur Secrets. Mine is not burdenſome to me, 
y: . and I have kept it too long to be un- 
ey now. You will be more a loſer than you. 
of. imagine, ſaid. he, in not diſcovering itz And 
fi- deu will get nothing by not knowing it, ſaid J. 
u- Nor loſe, ſaid /be : But I find you value the 
0 ht of my Face ſo little, that you won't pur - 
b ale a Sight of it by a Promiſe to diſcloſe: 
all | L 3 your 
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your adored Miſtreſs's Name, when you have 
een it. My Soul is ſo fill'd with her Idea, 
ſaid I, that tho you were as beautiful as ſhe 
is, yet I ſhould look upon you as unconcern'd 
as on a ſine Picture. I proteſt, ſaid /be, I have 
ſo much mind to know this Lady's Name, 
who can. inſpire ſo ſtrong a Paſſion, that [ 


would unmask if you would promiſe to diſ- 


cloſe it. Alas, ſaid 1, what do you propoſe ! 
forgive me, Heaven, ſhould I ſacrifice that 
darling Secret to gratify a fooliſh Curioſity | 
No, Madam, tis equal to me whether you 
are charming or diſagreeable ; for this I know, 
you cannot be ſo lovely in my Eyes as ſhe 
was; expole your Charms to one whoſe 
Heart is not pre-engaged. Were I in a place 
leſs publick, ſa:4 /be, I would ſhew you my 
Face, to convince you ſhe may be rival'd in 


Beauty; I have beenflatter'd groſly elſe. This 


pleaſed me extremely; but 1 acted the Pan 
of Indifference rarely. "HPP | 

We were interrupted by the Woman ſhe 
had ſent ſomewhere before, who coming up to 
us ſaid, Madam, tis to no Purpoſe to wait here 
any longer, the Birds.are ſurely flown another 
way. I have then loſt my labour, ſaid /be: 
Adieu, Sir, keep your Secret,” Diſcretion docs 
fometimes paſs for a Virtue, but is not always 


_ advantageous when ill-timed. Hold, Madam, 


ſaid I, as ſhe was turning from me, ſeizing 
her Arm, you forget that you were to convince 
me that you are as handſome as my Miſtre(s. 
You do well to re- mind me of that, ſaid /bc. 
So I led her to a Summer-houſe that was near: 


See, Sir, ſaid be, taking off her Mask, it 


thoſe 
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thoſe were miſtaken, who formerly told me 
that they found me to their liking. © 

I knew very well before that it was Madam 
de Londe ; but I muſt own, the Sight of her 
o charm'd my Senſes that J had not the 

er to utter one Word: But, ah, my God! 

[tied two Steps backward, and ſet my 
Back apainit the Wall, being ready to ſwoon, 
letting fall my Hat, Gloves and Book. Re- 
covering my ſelf in a few Minutes, I went and 
threw my ſelf at her Feet: Ah! Madam, 
ſu , Why has Heaven ſent you in my way 
only to make me more wretched by the Sight 
of what I have loſt ? You at laſt know the 
fatal Secret, I can no longer pretend to conceal 
it 1 : "Tis now time for you to deter- 
mine after what manner I am henceforth to 
live with you: I have avoided your preſence 
till now, but can no more live without ſeci 
ink therefore do not enjoin me that, 

is not in my power to obey you: I will now 
kek forall Opportunities to ſes you, and ſtrive 
wconvince you that I have, and will live for 
you alone. I have done ill, ai4fbe, to make 
my ſelf known to you; but however I forbid: 
you to think of me any more. That's impoſ- 
able, Madam, ſaid I, embracing her Knees, 
| cannot forbear to ſee and adore you; and 
o I die wretched, yet the ſeeing you ſhall 
content me, fince you know that I died for” 
you.” We both wept : She bid me riſe, and 
ve ſat down on a Seat together; there, dry- 
ing her bright Eyes, ſhe ſpake to me in very” 
tender Terms, and made a Confeſſion of her 
Thowghts of me. „ that ſhe had loved 
| 8 me 
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me from the firſt time ſhe ſaw me at her Mo. 
 ther's, and refuſed to give me an Anſwer, 
when I delared my Paſſion for her, becauſe 
ſhe was afraid to enter into any Engagement 
ſo young, having been often warn'd of it 
her Mother : That ſhe had willingly conſent. 
ed to marry me, if I had treated with ber 
Mother, and got her conſent ; but that on the 
Report that had been ſpread of my being in- 
gaged ſecretly with another, ſhe had eafily 
conſented to marry Monſieur 4e Londi, when 
her Mother preſs'd her to it. That ſhe had, 
and did {till live peaceably enough with bim, 
becauſe his debauch'd Way of living did not 
lay her under an Obligation of being much in 
his Company, or much troubled with his Ca- 
reſſes: That ſhe let him live at eaſe, accord- 
ing to his own fancy, not only becauſe ſhe 
did not - love him enough-to be jealous, but 
becauſe by her Conſtitution ſhe was not much 
inclined to love a Man's Company: So that 
ſhe only laugh'd at his Intrigues abroad; and 
was come to this Garden to ſurprize him 
with a Citizen's very handſome Daughter, 
with whom he had appointed a 122 
there; but, ſays e with a deep Sigh, inſtea 
of him I have found you: The Sight of you 
revived in my Soul the Inclination I once had 
for you: I thought I had oy new it, but 1 
was deceived; I paſt by you ſeveral times, in 
hopes you would know me, to try if you were 
changed ; the Declaration you made of 2 
me ſtill, touch d my Soul: You have aſſure 
me, not knowing that it was to me you ſaid 
it, that you ſtill love me, and, 1 co 
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> ] bave not forgot you; but if you continue 

r, obſtinate in ſeeing me, I foreſee a thouſand 

e Misfortunes that muſt attend it, and make me 

ts the moſt wretched Woman on Earth without | 
making you happy. No matter,. ſaid J, I = 

» ſhail have the pleaſure of ſeeing you: Not On 

7 at my own home, ſaid ſfe, IL hope. No mat- TT 

e ter where, ſaid J; there or any where elſe, 4 4 

„ mall make it my buſineſs to come where you ; 

y are, You will not oblige me in it, /ai4/be, L 

n aſſure you. Here I threw my ſelf again at her 

| Feet, and ſaid, My Paſſion cannot hearken to 

, Reaſon ;. if you have any Senſe of pity for my- 

Xt long Sufferings for: ſix long Years, End out- 

n ſome means to let me ſee you-then-in private, 


and ſo prevent a thoufand-:raſh Extravagancies 
which | may commit in publick, if I am de- 
barr'd that only com fort: Uſe me no more 
with ſcverity, but gentleneſs, leſt growing: 
deſperate, I commit ſuch Follies as may undo 
us both, This, ſai4 /be, is begging Favours 
with Menaces ; what Rijks mull I: run to ſee 

you privately ? and can I. anſwer for ſuch Ac- 
tions to my Virtue,, or fre'erve my- Reputa-- 
tion? Your Virtue can-run no danger, hi J, 
with me ; the recizal.of my Sufferings and 
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uv W Deſpair, can never warm. into a Flame a- 
d Heart that's fenced with Ice like yours. I. 
| W will not expoſe my ſelf to ſuch Temptations, 
n be. Your Compaſſion, ſaid J, muſt either: 


mollify my Griefs; or your Cruelty deſtroy me,, 
and risk your ſelt. ; 

Her. Waiting-woman, who heard all ourr 
Diſcourſe with-filence,. took the liberty ob{ay»- 
ing,. Sir, I hope your Paſſion will. not. be- al-- 
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ways ſo violent; my Lady's Goodneſs will find 
out ſome means to mitigate your Sorrows, 
And Madam, ſaid ſhe, ſpeaking to her Lady, 
I beg you would be pleas d to hear what I can 
propoſè to ſerve you both: You know I am 
your, faithful Servant, one whom you ma 
truſt ; be govern'd' by me this once, and [ 
will procure you the means to ſee one another 
with ſafety and honour. You will ſave my 
Life, ſaid I, running to, and embracing her, and 
what is {till more precious to me, your Lady's 
* : Speak, my Comforter, and pre- 
vail with her to refolve on ſomething. Do 
what you both pleaſe, ſaid Madam de Londe, 
F conſent to any thing but being alone with 
you, that Iwill never yield to. It was then 
agreed that I ſhould paſs for this Waiting- 
woman's Brother, going diſguiſed to viſit her, 
and by her means take meaſures, Madam 4e 
Londe and I, to ſee one another as often as 
we could, without running any. Riſk. 
After which we paxted, and I did not lead 
her to her. Coach, becauſe ſome of her Foot- 
men might have known me again when I 
ſhould go to-vifit her Servant; and I return'd 
home much flatter'd with what I had met 
withal, and now I did build a thouſand chime- 
rical Hopes of gaining Madam 4e Londs, and 
fancy'd I ſhould live with her as pleaſantly as 
Fdid with my Widow. I thought ſhe was 
now n9 longer the timorous innocent Virgin 
who trembled at a Love-Propoſal, and fled my 
Purſuit ; but a marry'd Woman, enraged juſtly 
againſt a Husband, for whom ſhe had never 
had. much Affection, and a. tender — 
| iltreis. 
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Miſtreſs to me, inclined to love like my Wi- 
dow, and ſpur d on by Revenge againſt a 
faithleſs Husband ; and therefore, tho ſhe 
flighted his Carefles, yet ſhe would not fly- 
mine. And thus I . her as good as 
gain d already; but was decei ved. 

I went the next Day diſguiſed, to ſee her- 
Waiting- woman, Madam Moufſon, who till 
lives with her, and paſs'd for her Brother. 
She told me, that ſhe had offer'd herſelf to- 
ſerve us for two Reaſons ; firſt, becauſe ſhe 
was touch'd with Compaſſion to ſee our un- 
happy Condition, and next, to re for her 
Lady ſome Amuſement to diſſipate her me- 
lancholy, in which ſhe had been plunged for a. 
long time, for ſhe had never ſeen her chear- 
ful, and imagin'd that it was her Love for me 
had cauſed it, tho ſhe had ne'er ſaid a word 
to her of it: That ſhe lived with Monſieur 
de Loud after a ſtrange manner of Indiffe- 
rence on both ſides; yet, /ai&/be;. poor Lady, 
the never complains, but ſeems always affable 
and kind to him and every Body elle; yet I. 
believe in reality ſhe cannot but be vex'd' at 

his Intrigues with other Women; and what: 
Lady, that is young and handſome as ſhe is, 
would not be chagrin'd to be ſo uſed? They 
lie always apart; are never in private together 
night or day, ſhe might as well have been 
a Nun; yet ſhe carrys it very well, and is 
pever out of humour, but always — {ot 
and melancholy ;: for. God's ſake, Sir, divert: 
her all you are able, I will aſſiſt you to the 
utmolt. of. my power. Iaſſure you... 


n 
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I thank'd her for her Zeal, and giving her 
a Preſent, which I obliged her to take, intire- 
ly gain'd her to our ſervice ; ſo ſhe went and 
told her Lady that Fwaited to ſpeak with her 
and coming back, aſſured me that ſhe had 
much ado to prevail with her to come to me; 
but ſtie has at laſt conſented, Said ſhe, and [ 
hear her —_ uſh your ne all you 
can; Sir. At theſe Words Madam 4e Lond: 
enter'd the Room, and Aſouſſon would have 
retired, but ſhe call'd her back. You are 
then afraid, Madam, ſaid J, to let me have 
the Happineſs of one Moment's Converſation 
with you alone. I will give you leave, ſaid 
ſhe, to ſay all you pleaſe, and to talk as | 
as you think fit, but I am poſitively reſolve 
never to be alone with you : You know that it 
was on this Condition that I conſented to let 
you ſee me; here is none but Monſon to hear 
what we ſay, ſhe knows already all our Story, 
and I fear no Diſcovery from her Tongue; 
and if you keep not your Promiſe, and at- 
tempt to take any greater liberties than to 
talk, I am determin'd never to ſee you any 
more, let the Conſequence be what it will to 
us both. And I aſſure you ſhe kept her Word 
punctually, ſo that for fix Months together J 
was no farther advanced in my Amour than at 
our firſt meeting; I had leave to ſay all the 
fine amorous things a Lover could invent, but 
was ſcarce permitted to touch her Hand ; and 
as for _— they were forbidden Pruit, and! 
was not ſuffer d to take one ambroſian Kiſs, to 
keep a ſtarving Lover alive: To be plain with 
you, my Friends, ſaid. he laughing, I grew 
weary, 
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weary of making love like an Angel, and had 
the Defires of a Mortal; ſo I complain'd to 
Monſſon, who told me, plainly, ſhe thought 
me in the right, and could not tel] what to 
make of her Lady: For, ſaid ſhe, fince her 
ſeeing you ſhe is not ſad, as ſhe uſed to be, 
ſhe looks more gay and chearful, and her 
Beauty is much improved, and I don't know 
whether it be not your fault that you don't 
in her. Why, a J, you ſee Ido all I can, 
will not ſuffer me to be alone with her one 
Minute ; do you find ſome Prerext to leave us 
and I will venture to put her Virtue to the 
trial. I would, ſaid ſhe, with all my Heart; 
but ſhe has ſworn to turn me away * Hour 
that I leave you alone with her. No matter, 
ſaid 1, I will venture all, and take care of 
you. I gave her more Gold, and at laſt ſhe 
conſented to run all Rifks for my ſervice, as 
ſhe did, and was accordingly turn'd away, 
and reſtored to her Place again by a Stratagem 
of mine, as you ſhall hear. 

She gave me notice one Evening, that Mon- 
fieur de Lond. was gone to lie two Leagues 
from Paris, as he often did ; and that if I 
would come very early the next Morning ſhe 
would let me into her Lady's Chamber before 
ſhe awaked. I embraced Monfſor at this Pro- 
roſa), and accepted the Offer with tranfport; as 
you may believel would. She kept her Word, 
and having brought me into her Lady's Cham- 
ber left me there, and pull'd the Door to after 
her. I ſoon took ſuch Liberties as wero never 
before permitted me with Madam de Zonde ; 
for firſt gazed upon her with the utmoſt Sa- 

| tisfaction 
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tisſaction and Pleaſure, and then, unable to 
command my Paſſion, I ran to the Bedfide, 
threw the Bed-clothes off her ſnowy Bo- 
ſom, threw my ſelf down by her, and ſeized a 
hundred Kiſſes before ſhe could recover her- 
ſelf, being frighted out of her fleep, and in 
the utmoſt Conſternation. I hoped live would 
only have made ſome Reſiſtance which l 
fhould have eafily overcome ; but inſtead of 
that ſhe ed out for Help as loud as ſhe 
could cry. On which I heard the Domeſticks 
running towards the Chamber, and was forced 
to retreat by the Back-ſtairs, whilſt the Ser- 
vants enter d by another Door from the great 
Stair-caſe, and ask d what was the matter! 
and Mouſſon entering at the ſame time heard 
her Lady's Anſwer, who ſaid, that ſhe was 
awaked out of her ſleep by a frightful Dream, 
in which ſhe had fancy'd herſelf in a Dragon's 
Paws, and ſo had ſcream'd out for Help and 
awaked herſelf. When I heard this was her 
Anſwer 1 was well enough pleaſed. But having 
ſent her Servants away with this Excuſe, ſhe 
roſe ; and Moufſon having dreſs'd her, ſhe 
diſmiſs'd her, for having left her Chamber con- 
trary to Order. before ſhe was up, not regarc- 
ing all ſhe ſaid to excuſe herſelf, The poor 
Creature came directly to me full of Grief. 
I comforted her as well as I could; and find- 
ing that no time muſt be loſt, for fear another 
ſhould be Stag into her Place, I immediately 
* of a Stratagem to reſtore her to it, 
which it was altogether my Intereſt to do. 
80 I inſtructed her what to do, and ſhe obey d 


my Orders. 
3 


French LOVERS. 255 


vent directly to the Capnchine Convent, 
where Madam 4e Zondt's Brother was; for 
we bad been ever — Friends, but yet I had 
never acquainted bim with my love for his 
8ifter. We talk 'd a-while makes of things. 
indifferent. At laſt a Servant came and told 
him ſomebody wanted to fpeak with him at 
the Gate : We went thither together, and 
found it was Mouſſon. I come, ſai4 ſhe, moſt 
teverend Father, to beg that you will make 
my peace with my Lady your Siſter, ſhe has 
me away in a Paſſion; I own I was to 
e, but 1 have begg'd her Pardon; for 
God's ſake do me the Favour to pacify her. 
E will do what I can, ſai4 he. Alas, Sir, 
ſoid /be, E muſt loſe no time, if you will be 
o good, for if my Lady takes another in my 
Pace I am undone, and ſhan't be received 


ain. | 
Who is this Woman, ſaid J, my reverend 
Father ? ſhe ſeems to have a great Affection 
for her Lady. "Tis my Siſter de Londe's 
Waiting-woman, ſaid he, a very honeſt Crea- 
ture, I believe. Alas, ſaid I, tis pity ; you 
muſt make her peace, pray go thither pre- 
ſently, 'tis a Deed of Charity ; I will go a- 
long with you, and join my Intreaties with 
ours; IL have not ſeen your Siſter fince her 
Marriage, and I ſhall be glad of this Oppor- 
tunity to pay her a Viſit, and renew our Ac- 

intance. With all my Heart, ſaid he, we'll 
tive there, tis a Faſt-day, ſo they won't pro- 
vide any thing extraordinary for us. I will 
give you a Letter to my Siſter, ſaid he to 
Moaflon, . Alas, Sir, I dare not go without 
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ou, ſaid /he, J have no hopes of petting to 
— Speech of my Lady 4 by your vs Hog 
My Sifter is very angry indeed then, ſaid he 
laughing ; but go before, we ſhall be there 
- almoſt as ſoon as you, if not, wait for us: we 
did not ſtay long but went thither, and found 
Monficur 4e Lond? and his Lady juſt ſet down 
to table, he being juſt come home. At an- 
other time his Preſence would have been irk- 
ſom to me, but at this I was glad to ſee him, 
becauſe I was ſure that it would hinder her 
Lady from ſaying any thing of what had paſt, 
and ſo oblige her to take Mornfſon again. 
Monfieur 4e Londe did not know me, for he 
had never ſeen me before, tho I had fo long 
frequented his Houſe, becauſe I always came 
difguiſed, and by the Back-doors, in his ab- 
ſence ; and the Domeſticks had never ſeen me 
but in mean Habit, as Morfſor''s Brother; ſa 
I behaved my ſef as if I had never been 
there before, or ſeen Madam 4e Lond? fince 
her Marriage; Madam, ſai4 J, I would not 
ſlip this happy Opportunity of coming along 
with the reverend Father your Brother, to have 
the Honour to ſee you, and to aſſuie you that 
no Perſon living is more glad of your being 
happily diſpoled of than I am. I ſaluted her, 
— ſhe received my Compliment, as I per- 
ceived, with inward Rage, but outward Ci- 
vility, and ſome Conſtraint. Then I ſaluted 
Monfieur de Londe, whom the Gapuchine had 
inform'd who I was; he loaded me with Ci- 
vilities, to which I made all the Returns po!- 
fible. So we ſat down to table; where the 
good Capuchine ask'd- his Siſter: ta pardon 
. Merufſon 3 
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Mouſſon ; but ſhe loſt all patience at this Re- 
queſt, and ſeem'd ſo reſolved againſt her that 
Body but I was ſurpriz'd; and both her 
Brother and Husband ask'd her what Mouſſon 
had done to make her ſo angry? She hefi- 
tated at theſe Queſtions, and I could not for- 
bear to ſmile, which put her quite out of 
countenance ; ſhe bluſhed, and ſaid aloud, 
That Gentleman, addreſſing herſelf to me, 
knows better than any Body my Reaſons for 
refuſing to take her again ; and I am ſure he 
cannot but approve of what I do, if he will 
1 his thoughts. I proteſt, Madam, ſaid I, 
t I have fuch an Opinion of your Senſe, 
that I cannot think her altogether blameleſs, 
fince ſhe has diſpleaſed you; but, Madam, 
we muſt forgive our Domeſticks, and after 
what I have heard poor Mrs, Momſſom fay this 
Day to your Brother, I cannot but plead for 
her; ſhe has expreſs'd ſuch a tender Affection 
for you, and ſo promiſed never to offend you 
any more, that I am pofitive of her pl ng 
you for the future in all things ; and m 
in with this good Father to beg you to take 
again tho Tis Interceſſion is doubtleſs ſuf- 
kcient to obtain ſuch a Requeſt of you- 
Here's a fine way of paſſing our Dinner, /ai# 
Monſieur de Londe, and a genteel way of en- 
tertaining Monſieur au Pris the firſt time that 
be has done us the Favour to come to ſec us; 
lay afide theſe domeſtick Feuds and take your 
aiting-woman again, and - don't trouble us 
any more about ſuch Trifles : Call her in, 
ſaid-be to one of the Footmen, who immediate- 
Iyyeteb'd ber: Well, Mouſſon, ſaid * 
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de Londi, my Wife ſhall take you again this 
time, and pray don't let me hear of any more 
Quarrels between you. What the Devil is the 
matter, that you are ſometimes ſuch great 
Friends together, and afterwards fall out: 
Come, Gentlemen, ſaid be, ſpeaking to is, 
let us talk of fomething elſe to divert us, 
Madam de Londa“ ſaid no more but only, 
Mouſſen, I forgive you for to oblige Monfieur 
de Londt; thank him for it, and ſerve me bet 
ter hence forward. . We ſpent the Afternoon 
together, and took leave before Supper, 


without my having one Minute's 9 


®. 


to ſpeak a word in . to my offe 
Miſtreſs. So I let fall my Snuff. box as 1 went 
out, on purpoſe to have a Pretext to retum, 
even betore her Husband, for fear it would be 
a Teal 8 I 1 get an Opportuni - 
ty peaking to her by Mouſſon's means, 
and that very night I writ this Letter. 


1 . 


The VETTER. 
Madam, 


reduced me to deſpair. ht af rote that — 
venly piace Bed, unareſi'd, aſleep, w 
Lover could refr | 1 


ain from flying to your "—_ 
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; BB wravh Kiſſes from thoſe roſy Lips ? Alas, T 
| ſhould ſtill 4 the ſame tho m_ death at- 

tended ſuch an Action, and that 1 were ſure 
you never would forgive me. I love you even 
to Adoration and Maaneſi : Nay I could curſe 
your Virtue, and wiſh to hate yon; yet that 
Virtue charms me : How can you 7 ſuch 
different Pa ſſions in my Sonl ? If I can thus 
adore you whilſt ſo cruel and ſevere, what 
ſhould T do if you were merciful and kind ! 
You have no reaſon to be angry with your 
Waiting-woman for what; I have done, for /bs 
bad no Hand in it; I ſtole ſecretly into your 
riment, and there paſt the night unknown 
ber, and had ſbe not lock d your Chamber- 
door at going from you, and took the Key 
with ber, I had ſtolen to your Arms in the 
dead oof night, for I was in the next Room: 
Se what you reduce me to! For Heaven's ſake 
fity, and render my Life ſiupportable : I am 
reſolved to ſacrifice it at your Feet if you 40 
we ceaſe to be ſo cruel ; nothing ſhall alter my 
Reſolution, and I will, with my own Hand, 
ind in your preſence, end that Life which 
your Cruelty renders inſupportable. 


Your Victim, 
DU PUTS. 


I went back the next Day, not diſguiſed, 
for du Pꝛuis had now took the place of Mou/- 
ſon's Brother; I ſpoke to her, and ſhe aſſured 
me her Lady was ſo angry againſt both her 
ud me, that ſhe dared not ſpeak one _ :. 
Gy at 


Do” w Huw AY . 


obo The Ius rn 1000s 


That ſhe had only told her that ſhe knew no- 
thing of my being hid in the Apartment, as 
ad agreed; but that her Lady had not 
ſeem'd to credit what ſhe ſaid. I would have 

iven her the Letter to deliver to her Lady, 
but ſhe refuſed it; then I defired ſhe would 

be about ber Miſtreſs whilſt 1 gave it her 
herſelf. This ſhe conſented to, and ſo went 
into the Chamber where ſhe was along with 
me. I ask'd her for my Snuff-box : I come 
to beg the Favour of you, Madam, ſaid I, to 
inquire of your Domeſticks if any Body has 
found my Snuff box, which I drop'd here 
yeſterday ; it came from a Hand that is very 
dear to me, and I ſhould be to loſe it. 
She bid a Servant go and look for it. And 
now being left alone with only her and Mor- 
Jon, I threw my felf at her Feet. Leave me, 
inſolent Man, ſaid fbe, and ſee me n0 
more ;- with a moſt ſcornful Air. At which 
I was much inraged, but had no time to make 
any Anſwer, becauſe I heard the Servant com- 
ing. I would have put the Letter into her 
Hand, but ſhe would not take it, ſo I threw it 
open on the fide of her Bed; ſhe ſaw it, and 
would have forced me to take it again ; but 
the Servant's coming in with my Snuff box 
13 it. I took the Box, and taking 

v 


We 


nn, Madam de Lendi read my Letter, 
r I could never get an Opportunity for tuo 
Months after to ſpeak one word to her alone, 
tho I kept company with her Husband, and 
was daily there. And this Conduct of hers, 


inſtead of difſ if mented my 
of diſcouraging me, fo aug 5 


e immediately, went away. Without all } 
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Paſſion, and increaſed my Reſpect and Affec- 


tion for her, that I became the moſt conſtant 
and fincere Lover that Man could be, inſtead 
of the greateſt Libertine and inconſtant De- 
bauchee that ever was born, which I was be- 
fore : Nat, I have continued conſtant to this 
Hour, deſired no other Happineſs but to 
poſſeſs ſo beautiful, ſo charming, and virtu- 


ous a Woman; and you will believe I ſpeak 


the truth when you hear what follows. 

Finding ſhe was thus reſolute not to give 
me a Moment's audience alone, I was obliged 
0 contract a great Friendſhip with Monſieur 4e 
Lund, and take ſhare of all his Diverſions, 
and ſo by degrees he made me his Confident, 
md communicated his moſt ſecret Thoughts 
o ms concerning his Wife and Miſtreſſes: 
And one day when he and I were together at 
bis Country Houſe, My Lord, ſa:4 J, are not 


you afraid that Madam e Londe, who is ſo 


N and agreeable, _ re- 
of yours, in running after 0- 
ther Women ? Alas, you do not know her, 
ſaid be ; there is not a Woman on Earth leſs 
nclin'd to love than ſhe is; ſhe would have 
made a better Nun than a Wife : ſhe never 
admits my Embraces but with reluctancy and 
conftraint, {6 that I am =o indifferent, I 

ere no reciprocal 
AﬀcRion between you? ſaid I, did you marry 
me another againſt your Wills? I can't an- 
lwer for my Wife, ſaid he; but for my own 
I loved her ately, and do fo ſtill ; 
at] believe ſhe never loved; and I was, for 


eighteen Months tegether, the moſt your 
t- 
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doating, faithful Husband that ever France 
oduced, and I ſhould ſtill be the ſame if her 
Idneſs and Indifference had not made me 
otherwiſe. She receives me in Bed, as one 
whom ſhe will not refift, becauſe I am her 
Husband, but as if ſhe had rather not have 
my company. I have told her my Thoughts, 
and ſhe, not diſſembling, has confeſs'd that it 
was, ſhe believed, a Defe& in her Conſtitu- 
tion; and that ſhe had no Inclination to Man- 
kind. I found at laſt that I could not oblige 
her more than to abſent her Bed, and let her 
live after her own Fancy. 
Then I thought a little Jealouſy might 
rouſe her Paſſions ; fo I got Miſtreſſes, and 
brought them in her way; but ſhe only laughs 
at my Extravagancies, and ſeems diverted 
with my Follies ; nay, ſhe is more chearful 
and gay, and looks better than when ſhe 
flept in my Arms; ſo that at laſt I have 
brought my ſelf to love her as a dear Friend, 
and to live with her as if ſhe were no We 
man. I ſhould be tranſported if I could once 
make her jealous, and weary her 'out of this 
ſolitary way of living, and then I ſhould be 
more amorous than ever, and it would fave 
me a great deal of Money and Fatigue, which 
this looſe way of living gives me. Why don't 
ou ſet her Brother and Confeſſor to talk to 
er ? = J. Alas, ſaid he, that's to 10 
Purpoſe; if ſhe Mes not act by Affection, | 
would not have her do it b Compulſion ; | 
value no Careſſes where the Heart is not con 
ſenting : It is not long fince I went to Bed to 
her, and tho ſhe received me with that Cir: 


lity 
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iy that a Wife ought, yet ſhe ſhew'd ſo much 
Conſtraint and Coldneſs, that I roſe with a full 
Reſolution to trouble her no more. What you 
relate, ſaid I, even exceeds belief; how does 
ſhe paſs her time ? has ſhe no favourite Lo- 
yer ſecretly ? No, ſaid he, I ſuſpected that at 
firſt, but I was ſoon convinced ſhe was inno- 
cent; ſhe does not ſce one living Creature but 
der Domeſticks- and Relations, and goes a- 
broad fo ſeldom that I am uneaſy at it; ſhe is 
ometimes a Quarter of a- year together with- 
out ſtirring out of Doors, except to Maſs and 
Sermons, and ſhe ſpends all her time in work- 
ng at her Needle with her Chamber-maids 
ind Waiting-woman ; nay, ſometimes ſhe 
falls out with them, as you ſaw ſhe did the 
other day : She and her Maids have made all 
the Hangings, Chairs and Stools about the 
Houſe, together with the Furniture of the 
Beds; which they have embroider'd and 
2 ſo magnificently, that one would 
er how ſo much Work could be done in 

Y ſhort a time as the few Years we have been 
marry'd : She has a dozen Women at work 
frequently, and our Houſe may bejuſtly call'd 
Convent of Penitents, and ſhe the Abbeſs, 
bor ſometimes ſhe does not go abroad for three 
o four Months together; and tho ſhe main- 
tans, and pays her Workwomen very well, 
yet ſeveral of them have left her, not endu- 
ring to live fo retired a life: No Man ever 
enters her Apartment but her Brother and 
my ſelf,” or ſome Friend that I bring to ſee 
her. All the Diverfion that ſhe takes, that I 
know of, is ſometimes in an Evening to — 
* * 
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her People dance, in one of the Parlours that MW 
joins to her Apartments, and dances with 
them herſelf * often, ſo that ſhe is infinite- M\ 
ly beloved by her Servants. About a Fort- MW" 
night ago I came home in a Chair, and my 
Footman knock d near an Hour at the Gate Wi 
before I could be let in; I heard a Noiſe of Mi 
laughing and hollowing, finging and fiddling, WW" 
as if the Mob had been keeping Holiday, in 
the Houſe ; I found her fitting very ſeriouſly Mt! 
at a Table, and the Servants all at play; the 
Coachman was half drunk, and entertain'd 
the Maids with Stories that would have made 
a Man burſt with Laughter: I made the 
Sport be continued till Midnight, let them 
have Wine enough, and never paſt an Evening 
more pleaſantly ; yet ſhe is grave by Nature, 
and too thoughtful, and does this only to 2. 
muſe herſelf, I am perſuaded. I had, not 
long ſince, a "_y pretty Country Girl that [ 
debauch'd, and kept at a Peaſant's Houſe a- 
bout five Miles off; I uſed to go to lie there 
two or three times a Week privately ; m 
Wife took no notice, tho ſhe knew I la 9 
often abroad; but being curious, as ſhe ſome- 
times is, to make herſelf merry with my 
Pranks, ſhe certainly had me dogged, and 
came very carly one ing to the Pear 
before my Miſtreſs and I were up: I was 
ſurprz d to bear a Coach ſtop at the Door, 
running out of Bed to the Window, I ſoon 
received who it was: I made my Miſtreſs 
ip Gut of bed, but before ſhe could tie her 
Petticoats, A enter d the Room laugh- 
ing, And caſting her Eyes on my _—— 
ealant, 
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tafant, Really you are a very pretty Girl 
kid ſpe, and I am ſorry you have no more 
Vit and Grace ; but here's ſomething to pro- 
nde for you, make haſte home to your Father 
ud live honeſt, and marry ſome good-na- 
wed Countryman to hide your Shame; Mon- 
feur de Lode will be ſoon tired, and then 
wy will be wretched. She put a Purſe with 
ity Piſtoles in it into the Girl's Hand, who 
fell at her Feet, drown'd in Tears, begging 
don. Poor Child, ſaid /be, you have hurt 
war ſelf more than me; go home, and if 
wa behave your ſelf well I ſhall be kind to 
wu, For my part, I was ſo confounded at her 
s Treatment of us, that I could not 
- She ran to me and took me in her 
s, and told me, with a Kiſs, I was to 
lame to ruin a Child; and that ſhe hoped L 
would not be angry with her for being too li- 
keral of my Fortune in giving ſuch a Preſent 
tindeed, my Dear, /ai4 be, I have ſave 
hat I give on theſe Occaſions out of my 
lecke · money that you allow me. I embraced 
x with the utmoſt Affection, dreſs'd, and 
ime home with her immediately; but yet, 
hen I would have gone to Bed with her at 
ht, ſhe declined it with ſo much Coldneſg,. 
d ReſpeR, that I deny'd my ſelf that Plea” 
re. to oblige her. She often rallies me about 
y Follies when we are alone, and has the 
ut Wit and good Humour of any Woman 
hat I ever ſaw in my life: Nay ſhe is gay and 
alanty diverting me and every body elſe ; 
i ſerious and reſerved to a Fault at other 
ines. This is ber true Character, and I am the 
Yor. II. M hap- 
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I rrſelf, and dared not ſtand a Trial of her 
* rtue with the Man ſhe loved: All which 
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happieſt Man in the World, and yet had as 
of have no Wife at all, for any Hopes of 
oſterity. 

I proteſt, ſai d I. I never heard the like, 
there are few ies of this Character. Pot 
my on part, I could be very fond of a Wife 
that had her other PerfeCtions ; but I ſhould 
be very unhappy if ſhe was ſo little inclin'dto 
love ; tis very well you are ſo eaſy with it, 
and you are as extraordinary a Husband as ſhe 
is a Wife. 

I ſmiled in my own thoughts at his Diſ- 
courſe, concluding it was her Love for me that 
cauſed her Coldneſs to him, for he was one of 
the handſomeſt Men in France, and a Man 
that any Woman in the World would have 
been fond of, if her Heart had not been pre- 
ingaged. And as for the pretended Coldne\s 
of her Conſtitution, I knew twas all a — 
for tho Virtue govern'd her Paſſions and Incli- 
nations to the greateſt degree,” yet I was ſen- 
fible The was capable of loving with all the 
Warmth and Tenderneſs of a Venus, elſe ſhe 
would not have bluſh'd and trembled at my 
Approaches, and fear'd 'to truſt herſelf with 
me alone; which ſhew'd ſhe wifely miftruſted 


ſhe has fince own'd to me to be true. And 
Ladies, I adviſe you all to teach your Daugh 
ters and Friends eſe Maxims, which ſhew 
Woman to be truly 'wiſe : for ſhe that is too 
confident of her own Virtue, is more# eaſy tc 
be betray'd* than ſhe who wiſely flyes the 
Aangerous Trial. Madam de Londe was no! 


grow: 
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1 grown fo reſerved towards me, thatſhe would 
of ¶ vt {peak to me even in Moufſon's preſence 3 
o that for fix Months together I could do no- 
thing but gaze _—_ her, and converſe in pub- 
ick, This Conduct fo increaſed my Love and 
idmiration for: her, that at laſt I found 1 
ould not live without her; I reſiſted all I 
vis able, oppoſed Religion and Reaſon againſt 
the raging Paſſion ; but in vain. I grew to 
en hate Monfieur 4e Londe, and look upon 
um as the Obſtacle of my Happineſs ; and 
wt as a Friend, but a hateful Rival; ſo that 
[was often tempted to pick a Quarrel with 
tim, that I might, as I hoped I ſhould, kill 
im. At other times I refolved to be a ſe- 
md Z2rguin, and enjoy her by force, let the 
Conſequence be what it would; nay I often 
repented that I had not learn'd her Brother's 
ncked Arts when he would have reveal'd 
hem to me. But all theſe horrid Thoughts 
en- ued not long, Reaſon and Religion over- 
he ame theſe Temptations. And as you have 
ne u heard, and you, Couſin ## Pris, know, laſt 
my dammer I fell ſick of a cruel Fever ſo that I 
a great while light- headed; and, as you 
wid me on my Recovery, I continually talk'd 
Madam de Londs, and ſo inform'd you 
ay Thoughts and Defigns of killing the H 
bdand, and poſſeſſing his Wife; you have 
u me the Concern you were in, and how 
jou went and ſpoke to her about it, and how 
embarraſs'd ſhe was to think what ſhe ſhould 
do; but that at laſt you prevail'd with her to 
come and fee me, as ſhe accordingly did ; 


nd that I faid a e extravagant things 
| 12 7 | 


to 
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to her; but yet with great Reſpect: how ſhe 
fail'd not to ſhew ſhe very much pitied me, 
but went no farther ; and begg'd of you that 
no Perſons might be let to ſee me, but ſuch az 
ou could anſwer for their Diſcretion, becauſe 
er Name was continually in my Mouth ; and 
that, above all People, Monfieur de Lond: 
ſhould not be admitted to ſpeak. to me; and 
that you deny'd me to him, as ſhe defired, 
ſeveral times when he came to viſit me, tel. 
ling him, I was not in a Condition to ſee ary 
Body. At laſt Youth and Medicines conquer 
my Diſeaſe, and I recover'd of my Fever ; 
but my Love redoubled, and at laſt brought 
me to-ſuch a degree of Deſpair, that it was 
to excels. What I had ſaid in my IIlneß, 
made her more upon her guard than ever, 
and ſhe could not ſee me without trembling ; 
ſhe avoided 3 me, and above all, to 
be alone with me; ſo that I loſt all my pains 
in endea vouring it; nor could I obtain that 
Favour even in Mouſſons preſence. At laſt I 
rew quite of living, and took a Reſo- 
| che to either die before her, or oblige her 
to yield to me, to preſerve my Life, This | 
own was a fooliſh and wicked Deſign ; but 
ou-mult excule it, on account of my former 
, Line's, for doubtleſs it was the Remains ol 
my Fever that made me thus lunatick. It was 
fix whole Weeks before I could find an Op- 
portunity to effect my Deſign, 
One Evening I ſtole into her Chamber, and 
there, in a | Cloſet, hid my ſelf behind 2 
Screen that was ſet aſide, it being Summer; 


when I ſaw; that ſhe was left all e 
01 2 e 
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= or my Sword was gone quite thro' my 
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her Chamber, where ſhe ſupp'd, her Hub 
band being abſent and all the Domeſticks at 
Supper, I ſtole forth. She gave a great 
Shriek at the fight of me; but no Body was 
gear enough to hear her: She was at her De- 
yotions, on her Knees before a Crucifix, when 
[enter'd the Room, and riſing” tried tor go 
out, but I held her: Madam; ſaid J, tis in 
rain to fly from me, or cry out; in the Con- 
dition I am now in I fear no Diſcovery ; 1 will 
do you no Injury, but rid you of my ſelf and 
your Fears together: ſince there is no Mercy 
to be obtain'd at your Hands, I come to ſeek 
Remedy by dying at your Feet: I read my 
ſentence in your Eyes, the Execution F am 
ping to perform on my ſelf, is a Sight well 
worth your beholding, and will, I doubt not, 
— you. At theſe Words I ſhut the 
bamber-door, and return'd to her with my 
dran Sword in my Hand. She was fo frighted 
that ſhe was quite ſtupefy'd, and ſeem'd more 
dead than alive. Tis certain that I was ſb 
tranſported with my Paſſion, that I had ſurely 
ftabb'd my ſelf to the Heart if ſhe had not 
1 prevented me; for I clap'd the 
ommel of my Sword againſt the Wall, and 
threw my ſelf on the Paint, like an Ajax or 
Pyramus. This Action diffipated all her 
Fears of my having a Defign on her Life or 
Virtue, and awaked all her care for me ; and 
ſhe ran and catch'd me in her Arms to hold 


me, but not time enough to fave me 2 
75 


between my Lower-ribs : She drew it out im- 


aediately, on which my Blood ran out at the 
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£x0' Wounds like a Fountain, Oh! my God! 
Faid ſhe, what do-T behold ! Nothing, Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, but the firſt effect of your Cruel 
ty: Let me finiſh my Pain, and glut your 
cruel Soul, at theſe words I went to —— 
Sword again; nothing but my Death, ſaid , 
can ſatisfy you, and you ſhall be obliged. 
Here I fell down, loſs of Blood rendering me 
unable to ſtand any longer. 
At this Sight ſhe ran to the Door, and 
open'd it to call for Help, and Mouſſon, by 
od fortune having forgot ſomething, enter 
the Room. I leave you to imagine her fur- 
prize, to find her Lady and I in this Condition, 
And now Madam 4e Londe took me in her 
Arms for the firſt time : For God's ſake, ſaid 
He, take care of your Life, and I will do any 
thing to preſerve it, do but take care of my 
Reputation: I beg that you will ſuffer me to 
take care of you, and let your Wounds be 
Areſs d, and if you recover, I will ſhew that 
1 love you. Theſe Words revived my Soul, 
and I ſuffer'd her and Aſonſſon to lead me to 
Aon ſſon's Chamber; Madam 4e Lond* ſtaid 
there by me, having laid me on the Bed; and 
AMonufſon ran thro' the Garden, for a Surgeon 
"who lived within a few Doors; he came, being 
 Inform'd that I was wounded in a Duel and 
had took Refuge in her Chamber, and thathe 
muſt keep the Secret ; he probed my Wound, 
and fear'd it was mortal; he dreſs'd it, put 
me to Bed, and, in ſhort, I remain'd in that 
Chamber for fix Weeks; in which time I was 
attended by Moufſon and Madam de Lon, 
with the greateſt Care and Tenderneſs, with- 


out 
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out any of the Domeſticks, or Monſieur de 
Lond:'s ever knowing one word of it. At 
the fix Weeks end I was led down the Back- 
fairs by my kind BenefaQreſs and her Ser- 
yant, and put into a Chair at the Stair-foot, 
and fo carried out thro' the Garden to the 
Surgeon's, from whence I took another Chair 
home to my Mother's, where I was received 
with the utmoſt ſurprize, for I was fo alter'd, 
ſo pale and weak, that I could ſcarce be 
known ; ſhe received me tenderly, and ask'd 
no Queſtions, for ſhe, as well as the reſt of 
the World, imagin'd I had been fick of a 
faſhionable Malady, which People of my Cha- 
acter are ſubject to meet withal. The Sur- 
geon viſited me daily, my Wound not 3 
perfectly cured, as we were always left 
alone, which confirm'd her Suſpicions and 
aher People's, whom I cannot blame ; but 
Madam de Zong, fince her being a Widow, 
lis declared that ſhe knew where I was at 
that time. All the time of my Illneſs, whilſt 
Iwas in Moufſoz's Chamber, my dear Miſtreſs 
waited on me when my Wound was dreſs'd, 
ad at my Requeſt put the Plaiſters on with 
ber own Hands, nor did I eat any thing but 
what ſhe gave me; and ſhe condeſcended ſo 
aaras to careſs and embrace me, being ſo well 
convinced of my Paſſion for her, and ſo con- 
fident of my being a Man of Honour, that 
ſhe ſaid ſhe did not need to difſemble, or 
ſar me any longer; and ſhe ſtaid by my Bed- 
ae, all the time, the beſt part of the Day; 
wy the ſeem'd to flatter me with having my 
Defires ſo ſoon as I was well; but this ſhe 
N 4 did, 
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did, as ſhe has ſince told me, only to effect 
my Cure: But I went home with great Hopes 
and ExpeCtations of poſſeſſing my adored 
Miſtreſs. But great Changes happen d our 
Affairs before I was well; for before | was 
able to go abroad, I had the News of Mon 
fieur 4e Longt's Death; who died of a Pleu- 
riſy, at his Country Houſe, in two Days time, 
for which you may believe I was not much 
afflicted, tho his Widow was, for ſhe mourn'd 
very fincerely for him; and indeed he de- 
ſerved it, for he was in truth a very indulgent 
Husband and too obliging, in my Opinion. 
It was too whole Months before I could go 
abroad, and then I made my firſt Viſit to 2 
charming Widow, but mention'd nothing of 
the kind Promiſe ſhe had made me: I gave 
way to her Tears at this time, and comforted 
her with a mighty demure Face. The ſecond 
Viſit I found her alone with Aſouſſon, as I had 
deſired her to be by a Letter I had given 
Mouſſon to deliver to her: Then I threw my 
ſelf at her Feet with tranſport, and ſhe em- 
braced me, and we could not behold one an- 
other with dry Eyes. I made no mention of 
Londe her dead Husband, but pleaded for my 
ſelf paſſionately, proteſting I had now laid a- 
fide all criminal Thoughts, and aim'd at no 
other Happineſs but that of being her Hul- 
band: No Obſtacle now remains, /aid J, and 
you may make me the moſt happy Man on 
Earth, and ſhew the tender Paſſion you have 
own'd that you have for me; Virtue and 
Honour now plead my Cauſe, and powerful 


Love ſupports it, She again embraced — 
| an 
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and promiſed to be mine ſo ſoon as decency 


would permit. I pleaded that the time might 
be ſhort. And ſhe at laſt yielded, that if her 
Relations would intercede for me, ſhe would 
agree to my Deſires; becauſe ſhe would not 
ſet the World perceive that it was only love, 
but rather her Relations Intreaties, that pre- 
nil'ck. I immediately applied my ſelf to the 
Eccleſiaſticx her Brother, and he ſet the reſt 
of the Family to ſecond him. On which 
Madam de Londe conſented to marry me at 
the end of fix Months. After this I ſaw her 
every Day, and was pleaſed to ſee that ſhe 
thought the time long as well as I; and 1 
rceived none of that Coldneſs in her Con- 
wh towards me, that Monſicur 4e Londs com- 
in'd of ; but, on the contrary, a great deal 
ef Ardour and Affection. We were now with- 
in twelve Days of the happy time deſtin'd 
for our Union, when my evil Deſtiny 
rented my Happineſs, by the Death of the 
Ffrieſt her Brother, the unfortunate Gallon; 
He was a very fine Preacher, and a devout 
Prieſt, and had been choſen to go on the Mif- 
fon to preach the laſt Zenr, and was not to. 
return till Faſter, and he had defired us to- 
defer our Marriage till his return; which we: 
readily conſented to, becauſe he was but two 
Days journey from Paris, and would be back 
t the time we had appointed, which was the 
Thurſday after Eaſter Week: He bad been 
on Eaſter-Eve to a place on an Act of Chari- 
ty, and was in the Evening returning to his 
Convent with a Brother of that Order, to 
which they had about two Leagues to go; 
aw. 3 4 and. 
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who had committed moiſt horrid Crimes and 
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and on the way he met with one of the ſaddeſt 
Accidents that could befall a Man: They 


were obliged to paſs thro' a Foreſt in the Way, 


and to croſs by a Path that was very little fre. 
uented, it being a Crofs-road to the Convent, 
In this Foreſt there was a Band of Thieves, 


Outrages; and being purſued, had fled to 
this Place to hide themſelves, It was Moon- 
light when theſe two poor Capuchines were 
going by, and the Thieves perceiving them, 
theſe Villains laid hold of them, to take a- 
way their Habits, to conceal two of them 
1 that Diſguiſe; and to prevent any Dil. 
covery they reſolved to — the poor Fa- 
thers; and to prevent their Bodies ſrom being 
ſound in the Road, they agreed to hang them 
in a Tree whole Branches were very thick, 
and ſtood amongſt others out of the High- 
way. It was in vain to aſk Mercy at theſe 
Ruffians Hands, they were deaf to Reaſon 
and Pity ; ſo they hang'd them up, and fled 
three Leagues farther, where they were ta- 
ken, and being broken on the Wheel confe(s'd 
this Crime amongſt many others of the like 
nature, and that they had thrown their Habits 
into a Ditch, where they were found. 

Thus ended the Life of a Man who had 
lived the Life of a Saint in his Convent ; and 
by ſtriving to avoid this Death, with which his 
Stars had 'menaced him, had quitted the 
World, and fo thrown himſelf into that Mil- 
fortune. The loſs of ſo dear and good a 
Friend ſenſibly -touch'd me, and does ſtill; 
and notwithſtanding the Injury he did — 
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without intending it, becauſe he was ignorant 
of your Marriage, ſaid Monſieur du Pais to 
Mon/renr des Frans, yet I believe you are too 
generous and compaſſionate not to- regret his 
unfortunate End. Yes, ſai4 des Frans, in- 
deed I do; but pray go on with your Story. 
It is finiſhed, ai4 du Puis ; for I think 'tis 
needleſs to relate how much his Family, and. 
in particular his Siſter, mourn'd, and do ſtill 
ment his unfortunate End: So that it is no- 
Wonder our Marriage has been deferr'd till. 
now, when, thank Heaven, our Marriage-Ar- 
ticles are ready for figning ; and I believe we 
are both equally willing to be one another's, 
and I _ that we ſhall. be marry'd, as ſoon 
8 Monfieur Jes Ronais and my Couſin is 
Some light Adventures happen'd before 
theſe two Marriages were perform'd ; and 
Monſieur 4es Frans's with Madam e Mongey,. 
which was very ſoon after. 


The Sequel of the Hiſtory of 
 Monfjeur DUPUu1s 204 ME. 
dam DE LONDE, 


Onſi eur au Pris not knowing what 
had been concluded in his Mother's 
Chamber, by reaſon of the great 
Company whom they had met withal at _ 
eur 
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fieur des Ronais's, and the little time he had 
to ſpeak to her in conducting her home, be- 
cauſe Madam de uſ had gone along with 
them, being impatient as a Lover, went the 
next Morning ſomewhat early, to pay her a 
Vifit ; and finding her not up, was admitted, 
with ſome Difficulty, into 4 Chamber by 
Aon ſſon, as ſhe lay in bed: Madam, ſaid be, a; 
e enter'd the Room, I come to know what m 
Mother and you have determin'd, and if 
may flatter my ſelf with the Hopes of our 
ſpeedy Union, and if you have {till any Re- 
gnance to make me happy, after my long 
ufferings. You know, ſaid /be, with a very 
obliging Smile, what my Thoughts are on that 
Subject ; and if there were no other Obſtacle 
but me, you ſhould be happy to-morrow as 
I can make you; but there till remains one 
thing more to do firſt. I think I am born, 
ſaid he, to be always wretched, what can 
Fate now throw in the Way ? ſpeak quickly, 
and let me know my Taſk. Fis your own 
Family and mine, ſaid /he, that have made 
the Propoſal, and they muſt be gratify'd. I 
am, you know, the Widow of a Man who 
was poſſeſs d of a great Poſt in the Court, 
and was very confiderable in the World, and 
it is objected that I muſt not throw my ſelf in- 
to the Arms of a private Gentleman as you 
are, unleſs you be eſtabliſh'd in one not in- 
ferior ; if it were left to my own Choice, be- 
lieve me, I would be yours to-morrow ; but, 
my dear Lover, I muſt comply with the 
World, and you muſt get an Employment 
before our Marriage, left People relle ; 2 
ay 
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ſay it was my Fortune that procured it for you; 
therefore you muſt be put in poſſeſſion of it 
before our Marriage-Articles are fign'd, to the 
End that you may by your Quality and Poſt 
juſtify my Choice, and prevent the World from 
ſaying I have debaſed my ſelf : This is the 
—— of Madam au Puis your Mother, 
your Kinſman, and I can 2 nothing 
againſt it. Monfieur e Lond?'s Poſt is as yet 
undiſpofed of, my Jointure, and a farther 
Rent, during my Life, is tied upon it; I 
defign'd it for my Brother, but if you pleaſe 
you ſhall have it, and I offer it to you with 
my Hand : Thus my Condition will not be 
it Wl leflen'd, and I ſhall not be blamed. This is very 
fo well faid, Madam, ſaid he, with a very melan- 
as Wl choly Air, but theſe Delays very ill ſuit with 
ic che impatience of my Deſires, nor does the 
n, Employment ſuit my Inclinations: Without 
in doubt Love has turn'd my Brain, or elſe I 
y, might have foreſeen all that you mention, 
— not flatter d my felf with being happy: 

Here he fetch'd a deep Sigh. What is it 
you mean? ſaid /be, I don't underſtand whence 
Grief proceeds: Do I not offer all that 

ies in my power, and indeed more than be- 
comes me ? I have ingaged your Mother to fur- 
niſh you with the ready Money that is 3 
to diſcharge Monſieur Je Lon4d#s Debts, and 
what is my due on his Poſt will diſcharge the 
reſt ; and fo you may poſſeſs his Widow, Poſt, 
and all his Fortune, real and perſonal, which 
he has left to my diſpoſal : Can I do more? 
No, Madam, ſaid he, you can do — 
more in Point of Fortune ; but you could eaft- 


ly 
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ly do more in point of Love. Tell me what, 
{aid for, and if it be neither injurious to my 
irtue nor Reputation, I will do it ; for tho 
no Woman ever loved beyond me, yet I will 
never do any thing that may make me odious 
to my ſelf. Don't preach your Virtue to me, 
Madam, ſaid he, you have already given me too 
cruel Proofs of it to make me doubt it. That 
is to ſay, Sir, ſaid /be, à little difpleaſed, cant 
lam to expect to be reproach'd wich my 
Cruelty frequently, when once you are Matter 
of me. You make a falſe Conſtruction of my 
Sentiments, Madam, ſaia be. I beg you would 
then explain them, and tell me your Thoughts 
without diſguiſe, ſaid he, and be aſſured 1 
ſhould be very glad to diſplay all the Tender- 
nels I have = you: Tell me then why you 
fay that frightful Sentence, that you are again 
out of your Senſes. As for your Virtue, /aid 
he, *tis the chief Object of my Affection, and 
will be ever ſo, for I am perſuaded it will ne- 
ver alter; but can you believe that now, when 
my Soul was big with the Hopes of enjoying 

you, and all my Fears removed, I can ſu 
rt with patience farther Delays and Put-of1 
The Offer you make me of your deceaſed 
Husband's Yoſt, you know I have an A verſion 
for it, tis too troubleſome for me, nor do 1 
covet any thing that belong'd to him, except 
his Widow; and to be ingenuous with you, I 
never reflected how much I was inferior to 
him, conſidering his Poſt and Title; and I now 
blame my ſelf for having neglected to treat 
for the Poſt which Monſieur des Frans is now 
going to poſſeſs, which is far more proper for 
me, 
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me, and more for your Honour. Tis true, 
faid ſbe, tis more honourable than that I offer 
you, but much dearer, and both your Mother, 
and our two Families together, would be at a 
loſs to raiſe ſuch a Sum, and we are not wil- 
ling you ſhould borrow ; what I am Miſtreſs 
of I will give you with all my Soul, and 1 
know your Mother would even borrow on her 
Jointure ; and your elder Brother will not 
only reſtore what he has wrong'd you of, but 
alſo give you a handſome Preſent ; bur all we 
can do together is too little, and not above the 
third part of what Monſicur des Frans gives. 
Tis not that which troubles me, Madam, 
ſaid he, I have more at my Command than: 
the World thinks of, and if I could find ſuch- 
another Poſt, I would as eaſily pay for it as he, 
without borrowing of any Body; I only blame 
my ſelf for reſting ſo long indolent : Monſieur 
des Frans goes this my; Day to Verſailles, to 
de preſented to the King, to be received in 
his Poſt, and I will accompany him, and 1 
muſt be very unfortunate, if I do not meet 
with ſome Employment of the ſame kind fit 
for me; and I will ſet ſo many People at 
work to find me a Poſt, that I ſhall not return 
without for certain, if Money and Intereſt can 
get one: Sol take leave, Madam, fo touch'd 
with the obliging Declaration you have made, 
of your being defirous to have an Opportunity 
to ſhew all your Tenderneſs to me, that I ſhall 
ſtudy to ſhew how great my Impatience is to 
make us mutually happy, and not loſe a Mo- 
ment's time. 


He 


2% The ILLusSTRIONS 


He went away immediately to des Frans, 
whom he found juſt going to take Coach tet 
Verſailles ; they went thither together, and 
alighted at the Horellery, at the Sign of the 
Thirteen Cantons, where the Count de Terny 
and his Lady lodged. 80 ſoon as they had 
dined, they went all to the Caftle, where they 
found Madam die Contamine and Mademoiſelle 
au Puis, whom ſhe had brought thither along 
with her. This Lady had told Monfieur 4e; 
Frans and Silvias — to the Princeſs of 
Colegny, who offer'd, at her Requeſt, to pre- 
ſent that unfortunate Gentleman to the King, 
for which Reaſon they all came to Yerſailles, 
The Count de Terny and his Lady went to | 
the Mareſchal de „Captain of the Guards, i ( 
the reſt went to the Princeſs Je Colagny's Lodg- ! 
ings ; ſhe knew Monſieur u Pris very well, 
and ſeeing he look'd ſad, ſhe ask'd him what 
was the matter? ſo he told her : On which 
ſhe ſaid with a Smile, I will find thee what 
thou wanteſt, my Friend, and perhaps ſome- 
thing above thy own Wiſhes. Don't be in 

in, do but provide the Money, and leave 
the reſt to me, and fail not to be here when | 
come back from the King, and then I] will tel! 
you what I have found that will ſuit you: Go 
take a walk together, for I ſhall take none but 
Monfieur es Frans along with me, whom 
I ſhall ſoon ſend back to you; agree where to 
meet again, that you may not ſeek for one an- 
other : I ſhall be at home at five a-clock, be 
ſure to be there; I ſhall leave Madam Vongi 
with you, bring her back to me. Come, Sir, 


ſaid ſpe to des Frans, let us go; I am ſorry 
you 
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ou have not Occaſion for ſome greater ſervice, 
| would do it for you with as good a Will as 
this, for Madam du Puis and de Contamine's 
fake, becauſe they tell me you are to marry 
a deat Friend of theirs. He bluſh'd, and 
made no Anſwer. Ah! Madam, ſai4 Madam 
de Contamine, your Grace betrays our Secret. 
No, not at all, ſaid the Princeſs ; I ſaw the 
handſome Widow in queſtion at your Houſe, 
and ſhe- ſeems a Perſon of great Merit, and her 
Lover here appears the ſame ; they will be a 
very accompliſh'd Couple: But we'll talk of 
this another time: The King has by this time 
dined, and when he riſes Fom Table, is the 
molt convenient time for me to ſpeak to him : 
Come, let us go, ſaid ſhe to Monſieur des 
Frans, preſenting him her Hand. 

They were very well received by the King, 
who, in reſpect to that Princeſs, iſed him 
the Sur vivance of that Poſt to his Son, if he 
left one at his Death. Then ſhe went with 
him to the Prince of , Great Cham- 
berlain of the King's Houſhold, where he was 
alſo well — there he left her, and 
waited her —— out in the Antichamber. 
Being alone with the Prince, ſhe ask'd him if 
their was any Place vacant in the King's 
Houſhold ? He told her of one, the Poſſeſſor 
of which was very ancient, and who had a 
mind to diſpoſe of it, but it was ſet at a great 
Price, The Princeſs ſaid, ſhe would let the 
Party know it, and then give an Anſwer. 80 
the took lea ve and return d to her own Apart- 
ment with Monſieur es Frans; there ſhe 
found all the Company, and inform'd Mon- 


ſieur 
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ſieur du Puis of the Place, and Price of it. 
He thank'd her Highneſs, and ſaid he would 


try what he could do to raiſe the Money, tho 


it was a greater Sum than he defign'd to lay 
out. Des Frans very obligingly offer'd him 
a very conſiderable Sum. He ſaid he would 
not abſolutely refuſe the Favour ; but he would 
firſt try if he could command ſome of his cn, 
that was in a Friend's Hands; and that ho 
would now ſet out for Paris, and be bac 
the next Day and give his Anſwer ; ſo be 
took leave, and taking Horſe, left the Com- 
pany, who took notice that he appear'd very 
thoughtful. After having took a Turn in the 
Labyrinth and Gardens, they all went up into 
the Apartments to eat a Collation. 

After which Monſieur des Frans went yay 
with the Gentleman, whoſe, Place be ha 
bought. During his abſence they talk'd about 
him, to haſten his Marriage with Madam 4e 
MAongey : Said Madam e Contamine, I have 
a mind to fend for her hither, the King has 
order'd the Water-works to be play'd to- 
morrow for the Entertainment of the Sani 
Ambaſſador, and this will be a good Pretext 
to ſend for her. Pray ſend for Monſieur 4cs 
Ronais, ſaid Madam du Puis, to come along 
with her.” That's obligingly faid, cried the 
Count de Terny, I am going to Paris, and to- 
morrow I will bring them both to you: So he 


took Coach immediately. The Ladies paſs d 
the Evening with the Princeſs, where they all 
ſupp'd and lay; Madam de Contamine, as 
uſual, with her Highneſs, Madam du Pris 
with Madam de YVongy, and Madam de Teruy 


alone ; 
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alone; and none but Monſieur des Frans went 
to lie at his Lodging: He went to the Prin- 
ceſs's pretty ſoon the next Morning, where he 
found Monfieur Je Contamine, = had got 
thither before him, and was reading, to pals 
away the time till his Lady was riſen from 
the Princeſs, Up my word, ſaid des Frans, 
I pity you, I ſhould not part with my Wife fo 
eaſily, tho to oblige a Queen, I ſhould grudge 
her Company to any Body at Night. Ah! 
ſais Contamine, not when, you had been 
marry'd three whole Years, as I have been. 
They rallied pleaſantly on this Subject, when 
Monſieux du Puis arriving, changed the Diſ- 
courſe ; he was booted and ſpurr'd, juſt got 
off his Horſe : He was ſo impatient they could 
not keep him a Minute from going directly to 
the Chamber where his Coutin and Madam 
de Vougy lay; he knock d at the Door, and a 
Servant opening it, he found the two Ladies 
in Bed, juſt awaked by the Knocking at the 
Door. You are very impertinent methinks, 
faid Madam du Puis lang hing, to diſtyrb us ſo 
early, what brings you here ſo ſoon? you look 
pleaſed. Yes indeed am 1, foi he : Love 
and Bufineſs brought me hither, and I want 
to ſpeak to the Princeſs preſently : Therefore 
pray riſe, tis paſt ten a- clock. Yes, ſ#i4 /be, 
you Lovers can live without ſleep ; but tis 
not my faſhion : Here comes one to awake 
you, foid be. At theſe Words Monſieur 4es 
Ronats enter d the Chamber, who was come 
along with Monficur Je Terny and Madam 4e 
Mongey to Perſailles that Morning. Thus 
thelc accompliſhed Friends all met —— ; 

| - 
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the Gentlemen retiring the Ladies riſe ; and 
the Company perceiving Monſieur au Puis to 
be very uneaſy, Monſieur de Contamine, ask'd 
him what was the matter? Why, ſaid he, 
you need not ask a Man ſo much in love as | 
am, ſuch a queſtion : All your Wives and 
Miſtreſſes are here, mine is at Paris; I want 
only to ſpeak a word to the Princeſs, and to 
return to Paris. At theſe words Monfieur 40 
Contamine and des Frans, both offer'd him 
what Money he pleafed, believing he was ina 
ſtrait ; but he civilly refuſed their Offers with 
a Smile, and ſaid he had brought as much 
. was wanting, in Bills, along with 
him, being ſupply'd by a Way that he had 
neither the Confuſion of borrowing it, nor 
ſhould be troubled to repay it. 

Madam e V went into the Princeſs's 
Apartment, and found her and Madam de 
Contamine fitting by the Fire- ſide; ſhe ac- 
quainted her Highneſs of Monfieur au Puts's 
return, ſo he was call'd in: Well, Sir, ſaid 
the Princeſs, can I do you the Service you 
want? Yes, Madam, ſaid he, throwing him- 
felf at her Feet, and embracing her Knees, I 
have brought ten thouſand Piſtoles along with 
me, and if more be wanting, tis ready, and 
can be ſent for this night: I beg yout High- 
neſs would go to the Great Chamberlain, and 
make a Bargain for me. I am furpriz'd, ſaid 


the Princeſs, at your raiſing ſo vaſt a Sum of 


Money in ſo ſhort a time; give me leave to 
adviſe you not to venture to contract ſo great 
a Debt, as I fear you muſt if you give ſo 
much Money. I thank your Highneſs ard 

nitely 
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nitely, ſaid he, for your Care; but, believe 
me, I have not borrow'd one Farthing, tis all 
my own ; I have a far better Fortune than 
n imagine, and have been no ill Huſ- 
Well then, /ai4 /he, I will dreſs, and 
o to fix things with him and the Perſon who 
Fl the Place, next I'll preſent you to his 
Majeſty, and then I ſhall have diſcharged my 
Promiſe, He made her vaſt Acknowledg- 
ments; and ſhe aſk'd all the Company to dine 
with her: I ſhall only ſtep about Monſieur au 
Puis's Buſineſs, and be back preſently, ſaid 
ſhe ; mean time, Madam de Contamine, I 
deſire that you will lupply my place, and en- 
tertain the Company. That Lady went with 
the Princeſs to keep her Company whilſt ſhe 
was dreſſing, and when they were alone, ſhe 
aſk'd Madam e Contamine if ſhe could tell 
where Monſieur au Puis had all this Money? 
Yes, Madam, ſaid ſhe ; but it will take up a 
at deal of time to relate the Story, and your 
ighneſs muſt have patience till another time. 
Very well, ſaid ſhe, I ſhall put you in mind 
to tell it, for I have a great Curioſity to know 
it, | 
The Princeſs being gone, the Converſation 
was very pleaſant amongſt theſe illuſtrious Per- 
ſons, and Monſieur des Frans told the fine 
Widow, Madam de Mongey, that he was 
obliged to give a ſplendid 'Treat at Paris, to 
ſome of the King's Houſhold, ſome Perſons of 
great Quality, and that he knew not where 
to receive them, being at preſent a kind of 
Stranger in his own Country, having neither 
Family nor Furniture. Don't let that trouble 
 & 0 a a : C you, 
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you, ſaid his obliging Friend des Ronais, m 
— is at your ſervice, and I think —— 
is wanting there for your Purpoſe ; but if there 
is, I am ſure Madam de Contamine, de Terny, 
de Mongey, and Mademoiſelle au Puis, wil 
give you their Companies to entertain them, 
and lend you any Conveniences. This is very 
pretty, ſai4 Monſieur de Contamine, to invite 
our Wives, and not us: Prithee, Monſieur de, 


Frans, don't be obliged to any Body ; but 


give the Treat in a Houſe where you may, if 


| yu pleaſe, be always Maſter, let it be at 

adam de Mongey's, and if there be not Plate 
enough for ſo large a Company, my Wife ſhall 
ſend you hers. But her Houſe is not large 
enough, ſaid Monſieur des Frans, and befides 
I dare not give her ſo much trouble. You 
will be welcome, ſaid Madam de Contamine, 
I am pofitive ; you ſee Monſieur des Ronais 
and Madam du Puis, make no ſcruple of u- 


fing one another's Houſes, and are as free as if 


already marry'd ; and fince the Widow and 
| — are agreed, pray do the ſame. Well, 
Madam, ſaid des Frans, turning to her, ſpeak, 
ſhall it be ſo ? As you pleaſe, ſaid fbe bluſh- 
ing. Come, ſaid Madam du Puis, I'll deter- 
mine the whole: Lou told us you defign to 
live in the Houſe you bought for Silvia, and 
that it is now ready to furniſh ; Madam 4 
Mongey ſhall ſend her Furniture and Do- 

ſticks into it preſently, and come to live 
with me till you are marry'd : Monſieur des 
Ronais and I, are to be marry'd in three 
Days time, we'll make one Wedding-Day, 
and then you may catry her home, S0 it was 
agreed. 1 And 
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y And whilſt they were talking, the Princeſs 
ig ef guy return'd, follow'd by a great Train 
of Sourtiers. I have made you wait, my 


Unildren, ſaid ſhe, and you will forgive me, I 
il Wim certain, when you know the Reaſon of it: 
n, KW There, ſa:4 be, Angelique take that and read 
ry Wit, and bring it back to me, and ſay nothing 


fl} 1 ſpeak my ſelf. Madam de Conramine 
wok the Parchment Writing which ſhe held 
to her, and went aſide to a Window to read 
if Wit, whilſt the Princeſs ſpake to one of the Per- 
at ſons who attended her in particular, and dif- 
ite miſs'd him ; he ſeeming to go away very well 
all — Obſerve that Gentleman, ſaid the 
'nceſs to des Frans, do you know him? I 
ies de intimately, ſaid the Coumt de Terny, and 
ou if it had not been out of reſpe& to your High- 
ne, Wneſs, who was ſpeaking to him, I had ſaluted 
ais him. How long have you known him, my 
u. Lord, ſaid be. Madam, ſaid he, we are 
s if boch of one Family and Name, bear the ſame 
nd Ams, and he is a Son of the elder Branch, 
ell, Jud a very honeſt Gentleman, who in his 
ak, I Youth was very unfortunate, but he had the 
/b- Þ good Luck to eſtabliſh himſelf and Family a- 
ter- ein in the World, in a very extraordinary 
to I manner. I have heard ſomething of it, ſaia 
and NN the Princeſs, which made me ask after him; 
de Rand I am glad you know him ſo well. Ma- 
Do- dam, ſaid he, I can tell you all the Particu- 
ire hes of his Life, as I have had it related by 

des himſelf and his Lady. Well, ſaid the Prin- 
ree wb that you Thall entertain us withal after 
inner. At this Inſtant Madam de Contamine 

was turning from the Window, threw herſelf a 

09.4 the 
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the 
tinua tion of your Love to your Wife, whom [ 


told your Mother, ſhe had, it was true, brought 
you no Fortune, and I have as yet done but 


that in the end: Come, fit all down to Din- 

ner without farther Compliments; we ha ve no 

time to loſe, ſor we muſt wait on the King 
PER 2 * 


the Princeſs's Feet, kiſs'd her Hands with 
tranſport and Tears of Joy. Indeed thou art 
very ſimple, ſaid the Princeſs, taking her up, 
and embracing her; if you had been wiſe you 
would not have ſaid one Word: Sure you don't 
et know me, give the Writing to your 
and; if I had done right, I ſhould hay gi. 
ven it to him at firſt: Let us think of ding, 
So ſhe went into the Dining-room, whefe Din- 
ner was juſt ſet on the Table 
Contamine taking the Writing from his Wife 
read it preſently ; but it is not poſſible t ex- 
reſs his ſurprize, to find himſelf by the Kng's 
n put into one of the molt cor:fide- 
rable Places at Court: Ah! Madam, aid he 
to the Princeſs, as he enter'd the Room where 
e was at Table, I am not worthy of ſuch an 
Employ, and the Obligations I have to your 7, 
Highneſs already are ſo great, that there was Id 


no need to load me with another; I am quite Wy 


confounded at your Bounty. I think you are n 
as fooliſh as your Wife, ſaid /he, I don't cen- MW, 
cern my ſelf about your Merit; I only defire MW, 
that you will behave your ſelf with the ſame "0 
Integrity that you have done hitherto, that W;. 

Ling mayn t blame me for having pre- 
fer d an ill Subject to his favour; and the Con- 


look on as my Daughter, will ſatisfy me : 1 


little for her ; but ſhe ſhall: lole nothing by 


when 
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th when he has dined, and from thence we muſt 
art co the Chancellor's, that you may be both 

From into your Places. But, Madam, ſaid 
the amiable Madam du Puis, you forget that 
jou ingaged Monſieur aun Terny to tell us the 
Hittory of his Relation, Don't rrouble your 
Head about 'that, my pretty one, ſaid the 
Princeſs laughing: Here is Monfieur des Ro- 
mis can entertain you better than Tales of 
| other People; we'll have that another time. 
ite N Madam du Puis bluſh'd, the Company ſmiled, 
ex- Wind all ſat down to Table, where it is to be 
8s believed they had a magnificent Entertain- 
de- nent; for Princes Tables are always well 
be Ffuniſh'd, and this Princeſs was magnificent 
cre nd liberal in all things. 

Dinner being ended, ſhe took Monſieur 
(omtamine along with her, bidding the reſt of 
the Company to go and ſee the Water-works 
way'd'; after which ſhe ſhould return home, 
ad give them a Supper, and then Monſieur 
le F-rmy ſhould tell his Story, if it were only 
o oblige Madam au Puis's Curioſity : fo this 
wor Lady was a little rallied, and they all 
vent out at the ſame time as the Princeſs, and 
vent into the Gardens, where the Spani/h 
\mbafſador came ſoon after; there they 
hared all the Diverſion of his Entertain- 
nent. Then they went to Monſieur des Frans's 
Lodgings, and had a Collation; after which 
hey return'd to the Caſtle, and met one of the 
Inceſs's Pages, who was coming to give them 
otice, that the was come into her Apartment. 
0 ſoon as ſhe ſaw them enter the Room, ſhe 
ud to Madam de Contamine: Angelique, it is 

Yor, II, N too 
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too late * you to go to-day to your Mother. 
in laws, but to-morrow Morning Monſieur de 
Contamine and you ſhall take the trouble to ga 
together, to carry her the News of hef'Son's 
| dens, for ſo we have reſolved; at 
preſent we will fit down to Supper, which they 
id ; and Supper being ended the Count ge 
Terny was defired to tell his Relation's Ad- 
ventures, I am not very eloquent Madam, 
ſaid he, and I ſhall relate the Story, rather in 
Obedience to your Highneſs's Commands, and 
to ſatisfy Mademoiſelle 4 Putis's. Curiofity, 
than out of Vanity to ſhew my Parts. O the 
Impertinent ! / that young Lady: there is 
great Reaſon to make your Application to me 
in particular ; you are as fond of telling it as 
all the Company is to hear it, I doubt not; 
ray make no more Preambles, but begin your 
ale. I obey, Ladies, ſaid he. So he began 
his Narrative, addrefling himſelf to the 
Princeſs, in theſe Words. IL 


29. 
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w. The Hiſtory of Monſieur the 

Count DE VALLEBOILS, 

and Mademoiſelle C H A R- 

LOTTE DU PONTAIS, 
bis Wife. 


HE Count de Vallebois, whom you 
la this Morning, Madam, is the 
eldeſt of our Family, whoſe real 
Name is D——, for the Names 
AR} all the reſt of us go by, are from 
the Lands we poſſeſs. He is the Son of a 
Gentleman who ſacrificed his whole Fortune 
to gaming, and left this Son and two Daugh- 
ters in a very unhappy Condition. Their Mo- 
ther was one of the moſt covetous Wretches 
om Earth, and ſhe has done all ſhe could to 
e-eſtabliſh®* the Family, but could not do it 
effectually; ſo that both her Daughters, tho 
rery beautiful, could not be diſpoſed of ac- 
cording to their Birth, but would have been 
obliged to go into a Monaſtery, if their Bro- 
ther had not been fo fortunately marry'd to a 
| = Lady of great Quality and Fortune, -who 
he — their r above three —_— 
| 2 S 
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The truth is, that Monfieur Yallebois, their 
Father, had loved his home better, and not 
been ſo extravagant, if his Wife had been 
more generous and obliging: but it was ſhe 
who occaſion'd all this Ruin to him and her 
Family, by her violent Temper, and eternal 
Diſputes; ſo that having no peace at home, 
he ran into the Company of a parcel of 
Gameſters, who intirely ruin'd him. 

His Son inherited his Inclination to Gaming, 
but his Wife has, by her ſweet Behaviour, 
drawn him away by little and little from that 
Vice, and brought him to be at preſent one 
of the moſt retired and beſt Husbands in the 
World. After his Father's Death, not finding 
enough left to ſupport him as his Birth re- 
quired, he went to Sea, and there gave Proofs 
of an undaunted Courage and Bravery, and 

ot to be Lieutenant of a Privateer, or rather 
a Store ſhip ; his Captain was kill'd, by which 
he got the Command of the Ship, and ina 
'Years time took two rich Prizes, by which he 
got much Wealth, and enough to have made 
kim happy, if he could have kept it, and had 
had as much Prudence as Bravery : but he 

. could not forbear gaming, and Joſt in two 
Hours all that he had got in a whole Cam- 
paign ; and what was more unfortunate for 
Rin, the Peace came, and he not being Cap- 
tain of one of the King's Ships, but only 5 a 
Privateer, had no half-pay ; fo that he had 
but three or four bens iſtoles left in ready 
Money, and about a thouſand more, which he 
had lent to an Officer who was a very honeſt 
Man, and in good Circumſtances, and related 
to 
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to great Perſons; but this was but a Trifle to 
a Man who had, in four Years, got and ſpent 
above fifty thouſand Pounds ; but the Sea 
Othcers are never accuſed of being Ulurers. 
He ſet out for Paris with deſign to ſollicite the 
King for a Poſt in the Marines: The Friends 
his Bravery had gain'd him, ſpake for him, 
and he had doubtleſs obtain'd what he deſired, 
if his unhappy love of gaming had not ruin'd 
him again ; 2 his Veal was bound to Dun- 
kirk, yet he went a-ſhore at St. Maloes, and 
knowing his Lieutenant to be a very honeſt 
Gentlemen, he left the Care of the Veſſel to 
him, to carry it to Dunkirk, and receive for 
him his Share of five Prizes which he had 
made the laſt Campaign before the Peace. 
And having thus ſettled his Affairs, he let 
out for Paris, on the Deſign I before men- 
tion d. From St. Maloes he went directly for 
Nants, which was out of his Way; but he 
had ſome Buſineſs there with ſome Merchants 
who were Sharers in his Ship; their Names 
were Monſieur F , a Merchant at Nants ; 
and Monſieur Y „A Merchant of St. Malces. 
Vallebois went away from them very well 
pleaſed, for they paid him two thouſand 
Crowns, on account of what was coming to- 
him of the five Prizes, and defired his Di- 
rection at Paris to remit him the reſt: So he 
order'd their Letters to be {ent to his Mother's, 
and ſet out with about twenty thouſand Livres 
in Gold about him, and an excellent Horſe un- 
der him, He took the Road by the Head of 
the River Zozr, to go to the Chateau Regnault, 


to the Lieutenant General of the Marines of 
8 N 3 that 


augment his Vexation, the Poſtman brought 
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that Name; but he did not find him there; 


ſo he purſued his way : but as if, every thing 
contributed to his Ruin, ſome Body adviſed 
him to go thro' Mons, as being the ſhorteſt 
and beſt Road, which he unfortunately did ; 
for there he- met with ſome Sharpers, with 


| whom be ſupp'd, being glad to meet with 


Company, at the Inn where he ſtopp'd to lie 


at Mons; and, after Supper, Gaming being 


propoſed, he could not reſiſt the Tempta- 
tion, but was ſo unwiſe as to conſent. One of 
the Sherpers play'd®at firſt but a Crown a 
Game with him, at Picquet ; but, being ſet 
in, they doubled and trebled it, ſo that at 
laſt theſe Gameſters got all his Money before 
Ip and had the honeſty to ſend him away 
with nothing on his Back but a Horſeman's 
Coat, an old Waſtecoat and Breeches, and never 
a Penny in his Pockets ; for they had won even 
his Clothes and Horſe, befides above fifteen 
thouſand Livres in Gold, and a Diamond Rin 


of four hundred Piſtoles Price. Thus almol 


diſſracted, he went a-foot to Mantenon, where 
he went to ſome Friends, who made him wel. 
come ; but he could borrow no more Money 
than juſt enough to carry him to Paris, where 
he arrived ſafe, and went to his Mother's in 
this miſerable pickle, like a Beggar. His 
Mother was amazed, but did not pity him at 
all ; his Siſters gave him a very cold Recep- 


tion, and he was hardly ask'd to eat, but as 


for Reproaches, they were not ſparing ; ſo 
that he reſolved not to ſtay long there. In 
fine, his Treatment was very cruel ; and to 


. 
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a great Packet of Letters for him the next 
day, which came to four Shillings the Poſtage, 
and he had no Money to pay for it ; he knew 
the Writing, and that theſe Letters were of 
the greateſt import to him, and therefore 
defired his Mother or Siſters to pay for them ; 
but they were ſo unkind to refuſe, and they 
were carry'd back to the Poſt. office. On 
which he did ſwear, that he would never ſet 
his Foot in the Houſe again, and ſaid many 
bitter things to his Mother and Siſters, treat- 
ing them as they deſerved, and ſo went out 
in a Fury, fill'd with Rage. 

The Noiſe of this Quarrel was heard all 
| over the Houſe, and laſted fo long that the 
Chamber-maid had time to write this Note. 


= 4» 


Suffer more than you, in ſeeing the bar- 
* barbous manner after which you are here 
treated; and if I had been Miſtreſs of more 
Money at this time, I world tell you the Senti- 
ments of my Heart more freely. Pray ac- 
cept of the Trifle herewith, and believe that 
no Perſon has a greater Eſteem for you, than 


CHARLOTTE. 


This ſhe ſlipp'd into his Hand as he was 
ing out at the Street-door, with three Pi- 

s, two Crown Pieces, and fome {mall 
Money. | n 1901 
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He was faſting, and had not one Penny in 
his Pocket; ſo that never did ſuch a Help come 
to a Man in better time. He went directly 
to an eating Houſe; and reflecting on the 
wretched Condition he was in, and on the 
ſcandalous Circumſtances his Folly had reduced 
him to, he took up a Reſolution to change 
his way of Life, and to conquer that unhappy 
Inclination which he had for Gaming. After 
he had dined he went to the Poſthouſe and 
fetch'd his Letters, which came from his 
Lieutenant, whom he had left with his Ship 
at St. Malces, in which were Bills of Exchange 
for above a hundred thouſand Livres, drawn 
on ſome of the richeſt Bankers in Paris. 
Extremely rejoiced at this good Fortune, he 
ran directly to a Sale-ſhop, to change his 
ſcandalous Suit of Clothes for one more de- 
- cent, and from thence he went to one of the 
Bankers with a Bill, who preſently paid him 
the Money he defired. Then he return'd to 
the Hall, or Frippery, where he got a more 


8 magnificent Habit, and now thought of no- 


thing but making all the haſte he could to 
Verſailles ; with this Deſign he went thro 
the Court of the Palace, and as there is al- 
ways there ſome Valets who are out of Place, 
waiting to be hired,” he took one whoſe aſpect 
he liked, having inquired where he had lived 
before, which happen'd to be with a Friend 
of his who was juſt dead; fo he hired him, 
and he went along with him, -and this Man 
has lived with him ever fince, and is at pre- 
ſent his Steward, Gentleman, and Purveyor, 
and manages all his Affairs. Being arrived at 

| : Verſailles, 
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Verſailles, he was very well received, and pre- 
ſented to the Chief Miniſter for the Marine 
Affairs, who received him with great Ci vility. 
He there met with ſome Officers of his Ac- 
quaintance, and they went to ſup together ; 
after which they went to play, and he was ſo 
infatuated as to ſit till he pad loſt all his Mo- 
ney; ſo that if his new Servant had not been 
ſo honeſt as to return him the Remainder of 
a Piece of Gold of four Piſtoles, which he had 
given him to pay the Coach withal, he had 
run the Riſk. of not having wherewithal to 

y his part of the Reckoning, or to carry him 
ck to Paris, for which he has fince eſteemd 
him. So he return'd to Paris without Money, 
but with ſome Bills that he had ſtill remain» 
ing; Which he went and received of two 
Bankers, on whom they were. drawn, and 
they amounted to between four and five. thou- 
ſand Piſtoles. That Night. the ſame Officers“ 
who had won his Money at FVer/ailles, met with 
him again at the Inn where he lodged, which. 
was at the Croſs of Lorain, near St. Honoré, 
and notwithſtanding all his Reſolutions to the 
contrary, he again imbark'd in play, and loft 
all his ready Money, and likewiſe two Bills of 
Exchange which were not yet due. Half 
mad, he went and threw himſelf into Bed, 
and related-to his Servant all the Misfortunes of 
his Life paſt, and ſaid, That if he could get 
to Dunkirk, he doubted not but he ſhould 
find a Supply, and ſome Employment, if it 
were only I Command of a Merchant WP 2 
but that the worſt of all was, he had no 
ney. to get thither, and ſcorn'd to aſł to borrow 
fy N 5 ann. 
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any of thoſe who had won all his. That he 


perceived he was born to be the Sport of For- 
tune, altho he muſt confeſs, that hitherto he 
had never had ill luck, but that ſome good 
had afterwards befallen him. His Valet 
doubted not the truth of what he ſaid, from 
what he had ſeen ; and perceiving his Weak- 
neſs for play, told him, that he had ſtill 
about twenty Crowns about him, which would 
ſupport them till they reach'd Dunkirk ; but 
that he would be Maſter to manage the Mo- 
ney, for fear ſome Gameſters might meet 
them on the Road, by whom they might be 
reduced to beg by the Way. Vallebois con- 
ſented, and they ſet out the next Morning 
from Paris at break of Day; and, tho he was 
magnificently dreſs'd, he walk'd all the way 
to Pontoiſe, and there went into the Fleur de- 
is Inn, where it was his fortune to meet 
with the Officer to whom he had lent a thou- 
ſand Piſtoles; who embraced him, and aſk'd 
whither he was going. Vallebois told him the 
truth, and what Misfortunes he had met with- 
al fince they ſaw one another. At which he 
could nor forbear laughing ; but told him with- 
al, that an honeſt Gentleman muſt not be 
driven to Deſpair, but that he would ſupply 
his Occaſions, for he had received ſome Re- 
turns, and had about him half of what he had 
generouſly lent him, and begg'd that he would 
take it, and reſt ſatisfy d that he would return 
him, the reſt ſo ſoon as he reach'd Verſuilles, 
to which he begg'd he would po along with 
him, not doubting but the Miniſter for the 
Marines would give him a Breviat for 2 7 
| tne 
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the King's Ships, both in reſpect to his good 
Services, and alſo by his Intereſt in him. And 
here is the End of Monſieur 4e Vallebois's 
Mis fortunes. f wa 8 
He took theſe five hundred Piſtoles that 
were offer d him, and gave them to his Servant 
tho he had not known him but two Days, 
which is a certain Sign. of the good Opinion 
he had conceived of him. 'Then he went and 
hired a Couple of Horſes for his Maſter and 
himſelf to ride to Verſailles that fame Day, 
and coming thither in the Evening, they put 
in at the Bonus Inſaus, an Inn where the Ma 
rine Officers commonly frequent. It was then 
too late to go any where elſe; ſo he fupp'd 
with the honeſt Officer that he came along 
with, and thole who had won all his Money 
and Bills of Exchange, whom he again met 
there: They were very merry, but no men- 
tion was made of Gaming, becauſe the honeſt 
Officer was along with him, who was near] 
related to the Miniſter for the Marines, whic 
kept them in awe. ' So they all went to Bed, 
and Vallebois being extremely tired, fell faſt 
aſleep in a few Minutes; but was awaked ſoon 
in the Morning by the good Officer, Who 
brought him the other five hundred Piſtoles, 
and ſaid he had ſpoke to the Minifter, and told 
him all his unfortunate Adventures, at which 
they had both laugh'd ; but that, in the Con- 
eluſion, he had-promifed to give Yallebois 
n Captain's Commiſſion for a Ship, and had 
order d him to bring Yallebois to him when 
he came out from the Council: and that he 
deſired he would go along with him to * 
92 ny 
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him Thanks. And what Acknowledgments 
muſt I make to you, my Friend, ſaid he, for 
all that you have done for me? We'll talk 
no more of that at this time, ſaid he, let us 
go to Breaſtfaſt. YVallebois made haſte and got 
dee d; and ſending for the reſt of the Officers 
they all breakfaſted together; After which! 
he went to the Miniſter's, who after havin 
rallied him a little, aſk'd him for a — 
of what Actions he had been ingaged in for 
the Publick Service, to preſent it to the 
King, and Vallebois promiſed to bring it to 
him the next Day. And ſo, taking leave, 
went back to his Inn, where he gave Di- 
rections to a Notary to draw his Memorial ac- © 
cording to Cuſtom. His good Friend the I +: 
Officer aid behind, to dine with the Miniſter, Þ + 
2 and Vallebois dined with the ſame Officers 
1 with whom he had breakfaſted, who had be- 
5 fore ſo well 2 him of his Money. There 
was- likewiſe two of the Victuallers of the 
Fleet, and theſe Gentlemen call'd for Cards 
after the Dinner was taken off the Table: 
Ah, Sir!-cry'd4 his Valet, what are you go- 
ing to do? No matter, ſaid he, I am now 
ſure of Bread, neither you; nor I need fear 
ſtarving any more; keep what T have given 
you to keep, and let me hazard what I have 
about me. So he ſat down to play, and had 
ſuch good Fortune, that he gain d more in a 
few Hours, than he had oft in all his Life; 
and at laſt faw himſelf Maſter of above forty 
thouſand Crowns, in Bills and Money: 
I leave you, Madam, to gueſs what Joy 
this was for him: He gave a ſplendid Supper 
ny os | to. 
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$ to the Loſers, and; fearing a Turn of Fortune, 
r | went to bed, and tho he did not ſleep a Wink 
K all Night, yet he roſe at break of Day, and 
went to lodge at another place for fear ſome 

Quarrel might be begun, or ſome private 
s || Miſchief done him by theſe forlorn Gameſters. 
h 80 he went to a place which his Valet had 

directed him to, where they could not find 
| him out. 'This faithful Servant ſoon follow'd 
r him with the Money he had given him in 
e charge; and here they both went to Bed, 
0 and ſlept till three in the Afternoon; then 
4 they ſent for ſomething to eat, and he made 
i his Man ſit down at Table with him. Then 
t- they took a Coach, and went to buy Cloth, 
e and Silk Stockings, Perukes, c. in order to 


r, | clothe themſelves magnificently the next day. 
's And having bought all they wanted, they re- 
- turn'd to their Lodging, which was in a pri- 
e vate Houſe, and very well furni ſi' d: A Taylor 
ewas ſent for, and he was ſo expeditious as to 
ls bring each of them a Sute the next day, com- 
: letely finiſh'd. And now the Valet could 
> ſcarce know himſelf any longer he was ſo fine; 


W his Hair was cut off, he had a fine Peruke, an 
edg'd Hat, filk Stockings, Spaniſh Leather 


n Shoes, fine Cloth Clothes, and Lining alto- 
Ee -gether agreeable, with his Purſe full of Money, 
dil — his Maſter had given him: he could not 
a refrain from looking in the Glaſs every Mi- 


3 nute, and his. Maſter could not forbear laugh- 
y ing ; on which his Valet turn'd, and looking 
upon him with a very melancholy Air, faid : 
y Sir, you laugh; but I make Reflections very 
r "different from yours: Lou have done me the 
o. 1 e honour. 

It 2 


302 The II LUSTRIOUS 


honour to tell me, that it ſeem'd as if you 
were born for nothing but Misfortunes; and 
can J forbear to tell you, that it is now in your 
own power to make yourſelf happy, and pre- 
vent any future Miſchiets ? Providence has 
now loaded you with its Favours ; but are you 
not afraid of ſome Reverſe, and to ſee your 
ſelf once more in the ſame deſponding Con- 
dition that we were but two Days fince ? It 
does not become me to give you Advice ; but 
I very well know — do if I were 
in your place, I would not- riſk my ſelf. oy 
more to be the Victim of Cards and Dice: 

will follow you to the fartheſt part of the 
Earth; the Confidence you have repoſed in 
me, Without your knowing me but a few 
Days, does convince me of the generous Dil- 
poſition of your Soul; and the great Venera- 
tion and intire ' Dependence I have for and 
upon you, on that account, make it impoſſible 
for me to remain filent, and not diſcover my 
- Sentiments to you, hoping you will impute 
my Temerity in ſo doing, to my Love and 


Zeal for your Welfare. Thou ſpeakeſt, ſaid 


Vallebois, better than the moſt famous Orator; 
and ſince thou haſt ſo much good Senſe, and 
ſpeakeſt to me with ſuch Freedom and In- 
tegrity, I own that I approve of all thou 
ſay'ſt; and I will now acquaint you with all 
that relates to my own. Family, and things 
which you are yet a Stranger to; and I aſſure 
you that I will follow your Ad vice for the fu- 
ture. So he related to his Valet all his Life 
fab, not forgetting the Reception he had 

tely had at his Mother's, and how his Father 
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had ruin'd the Family by Gaming, and alſo 
what Charlotte had done for him on this Oc- 
cafion, and ſhew'd him her Letter. | 
His Valet was ſome Minutes muſing, and 
then he ſaid, Sir, this Letter comes not from 
the Hand of a common Perſon ; I diſcover in 
it a great deal of Affection for you, and a Per- 
ſon of no mean Birth, nay, I believe, of Qua- 
lity, who wants only an Opportunity to diſ- 
cover herſelf to you ; and give me leave, Sir, 
to tell you, yon. were to blame to leave Paris 
without taking leave of her: the generous 
Action ſhe has done by you, demands ſome 
Acknowledgments from you, or at leaſt ſome 
Civilities.. But, ſaid Vallebois, I begin to 
look on you with admiration ; your Senti- 
ments are ſo noble and uncommon, that I be- 
in to 2 that you are a Perſon of great 
irth : When I took you into my Service, 
you ſaw I ask'd no Surety for your Honeſty, 
nor ſcarce who you were; but now I own that 
1 am curious to know you. I will tell you 
that, Sir, ſaid he, another time; but at 
preſent it were better that we ſhould confider 
about your Affairs, and how to ſecure you 
from the Dangers of a Turn of Fortune: As 
for me, I am only the Son of a poor, honeſt 
Peaſant, therefore do not eſteem me as 
other; only be pleaſed to accept the faithful 
Service I will do you, and I will always be 
content with my Condition of being your Vaſ- 
fal, and ſhall always attach my Fortune to 
yours : and it I have Notions above the Vul- 
gar, I owe it to a young Gentleman of the 
frſt Quality, under whom I was bred up, a 
| | noble 
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noble Maſter, whom I loſt by Death but three 
Weeks ago, and whom I ſhall lament the 
loſs of all the days of my Life: He was, as 
you know, ſuppoſed to be kill'd by a Rival, 
t that is not certain; but being kill'd he 
had not time to make a Will, and ſo could not 
leave me what he had promiſed, to ſecure me 
Bread for the reſt of my Life: This reduced 
me to the Condition you found me in, having 
no Acquaintance in Paris. Love and ſerve 
me, /ai4 Vallebois, as you did him, and I 
will give you no occaſion to repent of it : But 
tell me, where were you born? At Auber- 
ville, Sir, ſaid he, ſo that I am almoſt: a 
' Pariſian. Fam glad, ſaid Vallebois, for. I 
have always heard, and by Experience found 
it true, that the People of that Place are very 
faithful; and F give you my Promiſe that 1 
will never do any thing of momeyt hence- 
forward without conſulting you. He kiſs'd his 


_ Maſter's Hands, and they conſider'd together 


of what was beſt to be done towards eftabliſh- 
ing Yallebots. | 177 
The next Morning early, this faithful Va- 
let went out to look for- a convenient Houſe 
for his Maſter, and he found a very fine one, 
which was to be ſold; he went directly to the 
Owner's, and, offering ready Money, preſent- 
ly concluded a Bargain. So he ferch'd his 
Maſter, and the Writings were, that ſame 
day, drawn and fign'd. The Seller gave 
Vallebois a magnificent Dinner; after which 
he went back to the Houſe, and was intirely 
pleaſed with it. Sir, /#i4 his Man, we have 
now a fine Houſe of our own, but the _ 
| * 6g thing 
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thing is to furniſh it handſomly. That I ſhall 
leave to you, ſaid his Maſter, I muſt return 
directly toYVerſailles, Ah, Sir! ſaid he, there 
you will loſe more Money again at Gaming, 
pray don't go. No, ſaid he, I defire only to 
ee the Minifter of the Marines, and the Mar- 
quis of — my Patron, and I will take only a 
hundred Piſtoles in my Pockets, and leave you 
all the reſt of my Money. And Sir, ſaid he, 1 
will give you that; but if you draw a hun 
Bills of Exchange upon me, I will anſwer none. 
Well, ſaid Vallebois, 1 leave you to do as you 
pleaſe. | So he ſet out for Verſailles, and du- 
ring the two days that he was abſent, Au- 
berville his Valet, for that was his Name, 


furniſh'd the Houſe completely, hired two 


Footmen and Maid Servants, bought a Coach 
and four Horſes, with two Saddle Horſes, 
had his Mafter's Arms painted on it ; bought 


Plate and Linen, and had it all mark'd with 
his Maſter's Name and Arms; ſo that at his 


Return, Yallebois found a houſe fit for a Prince, 
and his Man return'd him thirty thouſand 
Piſtoles in ready Money, all being paid for. 
Fortune now was profuſe of her Favours to 
Vallebois, for he had play'd at Verſailles with 
his hundred Pittoles, and won above ten thou- 
ſand Crowns more. And he was ſo pleaſed 
with his faithful Domeſtick, that he offer'd to 
ive him two thouſand Piſtoles; but he re- 
Fuſed it ſaying, No, Sir, 'tis time enough to 
think of me when you have diſcharg'd- a 
greater Debt. A Debt! /ai4 Valle bois, I tell 
thee I owe no Debts. Yes, Sir, ſaid he, you 


do 3 you are highly indebted to the generous 


Charlotte; 


„ 
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Charlotte ; to her you owe all that you have, 
for, without her Aſſiſtance, you could not 
have appear d: the ſmall Sum ſhe gave you, 
is the Foundation of all your good Fortune, and 
it is not ſufficient that you repay it her with 
Thanks, you ought, at leaſt, to make her For- 
tune, as ſhe was inſtrumental to the making 
yours. I proteſt I am ſo charm'd with the 


generous Action ſhe did, that if I were in 


your place, I would give her my Heart and 

Hand ; and tho I never ſaw her, yet I reſpect 
her, and am of Opinion ſhe is of noble Birth, 
and by your Generoſity to her, I ſhall judge 
what you will be to me. I am aftoniſh'd, 
fatd Vallebois, at your Diſcourſe, and the 
more I know thee, the more I -admire thee ; 
you cannot be the Son of a Peaſant, you are 
rm md ere Bon of a Prince. e. ſaid 
Auberville, I am poor horn, yet have as 
much ſenſe of Hola af 5 as the 
r ought to have: but whytmay not 2 

erſon of mean Birth have noble Sentiments, 
when we ſee ſo many of illuſtrious Deſcent, 
have ſuch baſe and vile Principles ? I will no 
more look upon thee as a Servant, ſaid Valle- 


bois, but as my Friend and Companion, and. 


whatever I am Maſter of, you ſhall ſhare 
with me: I have here got a Captain's Com- 
miſſion for a Man of War, which the Miniſter 
has obtain'd of his Majeſty for me. Tis no 
matter whether you have it or no, ſaid Au- 
 berville, our Buſineſs at preſent is to fix = 
in the World, that you may lead a more ſober 
and retired life ; you have at preſent a hand- 
ſom Fortune, ſufficient to maintain you gar 
* a 
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all the Days of your Life ; give your Commil- 


ſion to ſome Gentleman who has Merit, and 


wants it, and fix your ſelf at home; look out 
for a virtuous, prudent Wife, and live honour- 
ably, to do good ; and ' be not ungrateful to 
the good God who has deliver'd you from 
Want and Miſery : but firſt reward Charlotte 
who doubtleſs loves you, and may perhaps be 


worthy your Affection. 


He follow'd his Man's Advice, and went to 
'his Mother's the next day in very poor Habit, 
looking as dejected as before, and was re- 
ceived in the ſame cold manner: At night 
they ſent him up to the Garret to lie. At 
all which he was no ways ſurpriz' d, except at 
Charlotte the Maid; for as ſhe gave him a 
Napkin at Supper, ſhe ſlipp'd two Crowns 
into his Hand, which he took ; and, at rifing 
from Table, he gave her a little embroider” 
Purſe, with a hundred Louis-d ors in it, and a 
Letter, which ſhe afterwards read, and found 
theſe words in it: au HS. | 


Generous CHarLonTE, 


Po U are the fole Cauſe of my returning 10 


my Mother's ; and I write this, becatiſe I 


muſt return to Verſailles :0-morrow, to deſire 
"you to come up into my Chamber to-night, or 


to come to me to-morrow in ——— Street. 
Your Virtue ſhall be a-like ſecure in both 
Places; IT have too great Obligations to you, 
to offer any thing that might offend your Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, and you hall akways find in 


me, the Man that eſteems you above all the 


World : 
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- World: If your Chamber were not ſo near my 
Mother's, that ſhe muſt hear all that paſſes, 
1 would ſpare you the pains of coming up 10 
mine, by deſiring you to leave the Door of 

yours open £ | 


This Word, eſteem, did not content her ; 
but ſhe went up into his Chamber, ſo ſoon as 
his Mother. and Siſters were gone to Bed. 
Here, Sir, /aid /he, is your Purſe and Money, 
which I reſtore to you ; and be aflur'd, it de- 
pends only on my own Will, to quit the Sta. 
tion of a Servant and aſſume a better; and | 

mould have long fince left your Mother's Ser- 
vice, if ſome particular Reaſons did not keep 
me here : Pray take your Money, and aſk me 
no Queſtions. She left the Purſe on the Ta- 
ble, without giving him time to make any 
Anſwer. This Action ſo much ſurpriz'd him, 
that he did not know what to.think ; he did 
not fleep a Wink all night, and return d home 
the next Morning very penfive. And re- 
counting to:Auberville all that had paſt : This 
confirms me ſtill more, /ai4 he, in my Opini- 

on that ſhe is in love with you, and a Woman 
of Quality: is ſhe handſom? and can you 
like her? Tes, ſaid Vallebois, ſhe is a very} + 
lovely Perſon, and I could be very fond of her. be 
Well then, Sir, ſaid he, we muſt try to know || cov 
who ſhe is; and if her Birth equals yours, fre 
you muſt e'en marry ; you have Fortune e- you 
nough. I don't care, aid: Vallebois, to return I te, 
any more to my Mother's. You muſt, Sir, Re 
ſaid he, and this Evening too, tis the Way to 
make both happy: Write another Note to 


her 


re ww cls om mos 


French LOVERS. 309! 


her to come up again into your Chamber, to 
explain who ſhe is: Tell her if ſhe be what 
you "imagine, you will make all honourable 
Returns ; and then learn from herſelf who 
ſhe is. Yallebors follow'd his honeſt Servant's 
Counſel, and return'd in his poor Habit ; but 
being late, they had ſupp'd before he came, 
and ſo he went directly up to his Garret; 
but in taking a Candle he ſlipp'd the Note in- 
- 2 s Hand, which contain'd theſe 
ords : | 


Lovely CHMARATOT TE, 


our Generoſity even ſurpaſſes my Eupecta- 
tions; your ſhort Viſit, and Jurgriving 

Refuſal of my Preſent, has rais'd ſuch a Cu- 
rio/ity in me, that I break the Reſolution I 
had made of never returning any more to my 
Mother's. IT again intreat the Favour of ſee- 
ing you in my Chamber, that we may there 
Veel one another what our Sentiments are 
of each other: I haue very reſpectſul and ten- 
der ones for you, and you ſhall run no Risk in 
being alone with me. 

She made no difficulty, but went up, as 
before ; he was up, and waiting for her: 1 
come, Sir, ſaid ſhe, as ſhe enter'd the Room, 
free from all Apprehenſions of your breaking 
your word with me. No, charming Charlot- 
te, ſaid he, I have too much Eſteem and 
Reſpe& for you, to offer the leaſt Rudeneſs to 
you ; and I am come hither on purpole to 
aſſure you of the grateful Senſe that I 2 
| | e 
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the Pavour you have done me, and to know 


why you refuſed to accept the poor Preſent 1 - 
have offer'd you as a Return? If theſe be 


the only Motives that have brought you here, 
Sir, ſara ſhe, letting fall ſome Tears, my Ex- 

tions are fruſtrated : "Tis not your For- 
tune 1 covet, 'tis your Heart is my Aim ; 
and tho at preſent I appear but as a Servant, 


yet tis 419mm in my Power to make your 


Fortune in ſuch a manner, that you will be 
in a Condition to look down upon thoſe who 
now ſlight you, and need never more to be 
expoſed to your Mother and Siſters ill-nature, 
nor feel the Hardſhips of ill fortune, I am 
raviſh'd, lovely Charlotte, to hear you ſpeak 
in this manner, ſaid he, not in reſpect of the 
Fortune which you offer me, but the agree- 
able Confeſſion that you have made, that I 
am not altogether indifferent to you ; and you 
have only prevented me from making a De- 
claration of my Pafſion for you. Yes, my 
dear Charlotte, - 4 he, kiffing her Hand, | 
will be yours; fince you deſire to be mine; 
and, I thank Heaven, I have Wealth enough 
to put you in the World in ſo good a'Conditi- 
on,. that you will be envied by thoſe who now 
ſlight us; and tis time that I infor you of 
the good fortune that has befallen me not 
a Week fince, for it has not been above four 
Days that it is has been in my power to pro- 
vide for you as I defired ; till when I would 
not declare my Paſſion for you, becauſe I was 
aſhamed : I am unuſed to Courtſhip, for 1 
never loved before ; excuſe my want of Rhe- 
torick, and believe me- fincere when I tell 
295 | you 
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that I never did, nor, I am pofitive ever 
ſhall, love any Woman but your ſelf, This I 
coneeal'd while I was unhappy, leſt you ſhould 
become the Companion of my Misfortunes; 
but now that things 'are chang'd, I doubt not 
but to, make uy both eaſy. I am equally 
pleaſed with this Declaration, ſaid ſbe,” and 
make no doubt of the truth of what you ſay ; 


-and therefore _ to be as happy as I mean 
hi 


to make you. s is no place to enter into 
farther Explications of our Circumſtances, I 
have your Direction, wait me at your own 
Houſe - to-morrow Morning at ſeven a-clock, 
for I will not fail to come ; becauſe, my Lady 
= Mother will not bs ſtirring before I come 
ck : I confide in you, and therefore make 
no ſeruple to truſt my ſelf wich you, ſo good- 
night. On this ſhe got upto be gone, but he 
would not let her go without a Kiſs, embracin 
her tenderly, and afſur g her that he would 
expect her with the utmoſt impatience. And 
not having put off his Clothes, he went down 
ſoſtly with her, and ſo went home, and there 
found the faithful 4uberville waiting for him: 
Well, Sir, /ai4 he, are you fatisfy'd ? and has 
Charlotte diſcover'd who ſhe is? No, ſaid he, 
but ſhe will be here to-morrow, and then we 
ſhall know all. So he told him all that had 
paſt ; and to-morrow, ſai4 he, I will tell her 
all my-paſt Life; but I muſt conceal a part 
of my Follies in being ſo addicted to gaming. 
Ah! Sir, aid he, rather let her know your 
Weakneſs, that ſhe may guard you from it; 
and you ought to ſacrifice that fooliſh Inclina- 
tion to make her * 


| 
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both wretched.” [They went to Bed, and roſe. 


early. the next Morning, and they. were but 
Juſt dreſs'd when a Footman inform'd Vallebois, 
his Maſter, that a young Woman, very neat! 

dreſs d, was below, and wanted to ſpeak: wit 

him. I know who ſhe is, ſaid he, and ſo ran 
down Stairs to meet her, ordering Auberville 
to ſee that Breakfaſt was brought in preſent- 
— He ſaluted and took her by the Hand, 
aying, Pray walk up Stairs; which ſhe did 
without Ceremony, and was extremely ſur- 
prized at the-magnificence of the Furniture 
and Apartments: We have no time to loſe, 
ſuid he, my dear Charlotte, you ſhall look 
upon all that's here when you are the Miſtreſs 
of it, but at preſent let us think of our Buſi- 
neſs: Let the Cloth be laid in the Summer- 
houſe in the Garden, ſaid he to one of his 
Footmen, and bid Auberville come to me. 
So he led Charlotte to the Summer-houſe, 
where Breakfaſt was brought. I can ſtay but 
one Hour with you, ſaid ſhe. I deſite no 
more, ſaid he, but don't be diſpleas'd that 


we fpeak all our Affairs before a Man whom I 


eſteem and love as my ſelf, and whom you 
will alſo eſteem when you know him. At 
this inſtant Auberville enter d with the Break - 
faſt, and the Footmen were ſent away ; ſo 
that they three being left alone, Vallebois 


related to her briefly all his Adventures, and 


bow by good fortune he had met with Au- 
berville, the good counſel he had given him, 
and that he was reſolyed to follow it, not only 
for my own Intereſt, ſaid he, but alſo for yours, 
my dear Charlotte, becauſe 1 hope to find, in 


our 
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our Union, all the Felicities of this Life, as 


it remains only for you to fix that happy Hour: 


might uſe more pompous Expreſſions to 
uade you to it; but IL am unuſed to Com- 
— and can only ſpeak my Defires with 
The plainneſs of your Diſcourſe, ſaid ſhe, 
is a thouſand times more pleaſing to me than 
the moit ſtudied Compliments. Lou ſay you 
never loved but me, and I confeſs the ſame 
by you; extremely joy'd that it is ſo, becauſe 
the firſt Love always remains, and is more du- 
able than any ſecond Inclination ; and I do 
here promiſe to be yours: but yet it is neceſ- 
that we ſhould be better acquainted with 

one another's Birth and Circumſtances, before 
ve enter into an Alliance that muſt laſt for 
Life : "Tis not enough that I know you, but 
you muſt alſo know me; nor is it convenient 
that you ſhould know my Story from my own. 
Mouth, but from my Mother's, who is intire- 


ly ignorant of my ery Circumſlances, and 


has not known for t four Years paſt what 
has become of me. I know that ſhe is well, 
nd that ſhe has been in ſearch of me all this 
time; and is much grieved at my Abſence 3 
this I bays learn'd from People's Mouths 
who live in the ſame Town whence I came, 
and yet did not know me, ſo much has Gri 


changed my Face, and my poor Habit dif 


2 me : Tis above fix Weeks fince I 
n'd to go to her, to put her out of the 


Fain ſhe is in for the toſs of her only Child, 
becauſe I know I may at preſent return home 


without fear; but your Arrival at Paris, and 
Vo k. II. "Wo wm 
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the Iitlidation I conceived for you — 
to 


binder d me from going; becauſe I hope 
bting things to the ſtate they are now in. 
The poor Condition you appear'd to be in, 
did no ways diſguſt me; on the contrary, l 
felt a ſecret Pleaſure, to think that I could make 
our Fortune,” being certain that Ihave Wealth 
. your Ambition, and that 
my Mother will leave me at liberty to diſpoſe 
of my ſelf, and that, if you did not love me 
with Paſſion, you would be grateful ; but tis 
our ** that we both love: And as the 
of your Condition then, did not hin- 
der me from liking your Perſon, ſo the mag - 
niflcence of your Houſe, Furniture and Habit, 
does, hot Increaſe my Affection. I ſhall not 
onceal my Life paſt from you; my Mo- 
er Ant alllthe Town where ſhe lives, can 
nform' you what Fam, my Birth and Fortune, 
and why I Jeftt my home” ſo young; and at 
your return thence, Iwill tell you the man- 
er of my Flight, and how I became a Ser- 
Mat '; in order to which you muſt go thither 
to-morrow : Be pleaſed to come to-morrow 
Mornipg to your. Mother's, and I will give you 
Es which Featimor now-ftay to write, to 
ther. 7 "This" is all I can fay to you at 


i The ſhould be ungry with me for the fir 


time, för he never ſpake a hard word to me 
As yet; fo Adieu. Stay one Moment, ſaid he, 
my .dcar Charlotte, and tell me, I beſeech 


your Birth, to take me out of the Un- 


You, * 
_cafitieſs 1 am in ro Know it; This is juſt the 
thing, id ſbe, I cannot do, becauſe my Story 


will 
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will ſound very ill from my own Mouth; be 
ſatisfy d that I am really a Gentlewoman, and 
that you will hear nothing that will diſpleaſe 
you, nor to my diſad vantage: it is not far to 
my Mother's, you may be there in half a 
day, and then you will be out of pain. Lou 
know, /a:i4 be, charming Charlotte, I have 
already broke my Oath in entting my Mother's 
Houſe, do not oblige me to repeat my Crime, 
Iwill take the Fault upon me, /a:4 ſhe ; don't 
hefitate, but come in ſplendor; and let me 
have the pleaſure to ſee how you will be re- 
ceived; and to hear what your Mother and 
Sifters will ſay when you are gone : I can ſtay 
longer, Adie . 10298 
She went away immediately. Well, ſaia 
Vallebois 70 Auberville, what do you think 
now you have ſeen her? I think, ſaid be, ſhe 
i very beautiful, has a great deal of Wit, and 
— of —— 5 and — ns 
will be very happy in your Marriage wi 
— to effect 2 — go — 
therls for the Letter, and 1 long for to-morrow 
Night ; nay, you muſt go in ſplendor, tis tho 
nobleſt Revenge you can take for the ill Treat- 
ment ſhe and your Siſters have given you: and, 
to ſhew how much you are ſuperior to them in 
Generofity, you muſt ſtay there a- while, treat 
them kindly, make them ſome handſom Pre- 
ſents, and 2 ut them to the utmoſt Confu- 
ſion, and the orſe of their own Conſciences 
will revenge you upon them. I am ſo uſed 10 
— thee talk 9 e that 
am not ſurpriz d at any thing, except that you 
aſſure me you are * — 
N. | 2 | 


but load them with Careſſes; give 
: my Siſters a Purſe with a hardred 
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and this I can ſcarce | believe. Sir, hi be, 
whenever you pleaſe you ſhall fee the moſt 
honeſt Man of my Race, that is, my Father, 
who is {till in health, tho very old. 
Let him come and live with me, ſaid Valle- 
bois, it will be a Pleaſure and no Expence to 
me. I return you thanks, Sir, ſaid Auberville, 
in his Name; tis certain that he will accept 


your Offer, becauſe it will take him out of an 


extreme Poverty, to which Age has reduced 


him; but at preſent let us talk of your Af. 


fairs: What Hour will you go to your Mother's 
to-morrow ? At ten in the Morning, ſaid he, 
that is the time to find her and my Sifters 
return d from Maſs, and you ſhall go with me. 
No, Sir, ſai4 he, you muſt go alone; or elſe 
it will ſeem that you 'come to triumph over 


them, and to expoſe the Confuſion your Mo- 


ther and Siſters will be in. I would not 6 
much as 


it them to make any Excuſes, 
each of 
Piſtoles, 
and invite them to come and dine with me 
when I return ' d from the little Journey 1 was 
going upon, that is, Sir, to Charlotte's Mo- 
332 2 you „„ e 
waat they jay in f bſence, a ma 

take your Meaſures for the future with — 
Well, ſaid Vallebois' laughing, I muſt buy 
their Converſation and Favour then, and pur- 


_ Chaſe the Pleaſure of a generous Revenge 


with two hundred Piſtoles ; but fince you con- 


demn me to it, Ill obey. 
he next 


Day he went to bie Mother's in 


well - 
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well dreſt Lackeys behind it, and found his 
Mother and Siſters juſt return d from a neigh- 
bouring Convent. The noiſe of the Coach at 
the Door made them look out at the Windows, 
where you may guels their ſurprize, ſeeing the 
Coachman and Valets in the Livery of the 
Family, and one of the Valets defcending 
and knocking at the Door, on which a Gen- 
tleman, richly dreſs'd came out of the Coach. 
Charlotte opening the Door gave him the Let- 
ter for her Mother: Entering, he ran to em- 
brace his Siſters, who were come down into 
the Parlour, into which his Mother came alſo; 
but their ſurprize cannot be exyreſs'd. on 
knowing him, and it was a long time before 
they open'd their Mouths ; at laſt, Tis you 
then, ſa:4 his Mother, my dear Son! why 
did you : conceal your Condition from me? 1I 
let you know ſomething of it, Madam, ſaid he, 
when I told you the Packet that came to me 
was of great conſequence; but I did not come 
here with Deſign to make you Reproaches, 


or talk over things paſt ; and I defire my 


Siſters and you to forget all former Differences, 
as I deſign to do my ſelf; and I am only come 
to-afſure you all of my Reſpect and Affectiom; 
and that my Siſters may not doubt of my 
Friendſhip, I defire them to accept of this 
mall Preſent which I make them. Then he 
preſented the Purſes to them, which they. took 
thankfully. Then he roſe, and taking leave, 
told them he was going a ſhort Journey upon 


{ome weighty Affairs, and ſhould ſoon return 


to viſit them again, and to defire them to 
come to his Houſe and take a Dinner; ſo 
| O 3 having 
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having again embraced them, he return'd to 
his Coach, to which they attended him ; he 
return'd home with great impatience to read 
Charlotte's Letter to her Mother. He call'd 
for Auberville, and read the Letter, which 
was directed to Madam the Counteſs of Por- 
rais, at her Caſtle near the Town of 
She had reaſon, ſaid Auberville, to ſay that it 
was in her power to quit the Station of a Ser- 
vant ; I have heard talk of this Family, which 
is very conſiderable: But is not this the young 
Lady who kill'd a Gentleman who loved her, 
and/ would have marry'd her, and had her 
Mother's conſent, and whom ſhe refuſed be- 
cauſe ſhe had an Averfion to him. Read the 
Letter, ſaid Vallebois, and that will inform 
us ; ſee, tis not ſeal'd, which ſhews that ſhe 
uts an entire Confidence in you: Here is allo 
a Note incloſed, directed to you. In the Let. 
ter he found theſe Words. 


The LETTER. 


MapDam, and moſt dear Mor HER, 


qo U have doubtleſs great Reaſon to be an- 
gry with me for having left you theſe four 
Years paſt in an incertitude what was become 
me, and whither I was fled to; for which 
ault I humbly ast your Pardon, and hope to 
obtain it from the tender Relation that is be- 
7ween us. I have oontinued all this time in 
the Town I fled to from you, and reached the 
neat Day after I left you ; and 1 can afſure 
you, that no Action of my Life, Myers or 
n Zuce, 
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fence, has arhonour'd my Blood and Family, 
unleſs, thar 1 have been a Servant ; to which 
Condition my Circumſtances reduced me, and 
in which I ſtill continue z out of awhich State 
I hope you will ſoon come and take me: nor do 
T repent of my having enter'd into that hum- 
ble Station, but rather applaud my ſelf for ſo 
doing, becauſe it has been the means of my 
knowing Monſieur de Vallebois, from whoſe 
Hands you will receive this Letter: Tis he 
whom I have deſtined for to be my Husband , 
not doubting but you will approve my Choice, 
when you know he is much ſuperior beth in 
Birth aud Fortune to the deceaſed Mon/ieur 
de Villeneuve, for whom you deſien'd me. 
But I have not thought it proper to tell him 
my ſelf” the Misfortune that befel me, and 
therefore I deſire that you would be pleaſed 
to relate the whole Matter to him your ſelf, 
that he may be fully convinced of my Virtue 
and Condutt ; hide nothing from him, but tell 
him all the Circumſtances of Monſteur Ville- 
neuve's Death, and what follow'd ; ſhew him 
the Papers that were left upon the Table, 
and bring them along with you, that he may. 
ſee how far ihe Dates agree with the time of 
my leaving Pontais, and coming to live with 
his Mother: This will comvince bim that 1 
lay but one night, which was t an honeſt 
Country Woman's, at a Village, whom you ſhall 
fee when you return ro Pontais; for I was 
taken as a Servant at my arrival at Paris, by 
a very virtuous good Lady, whom Madam de 
Vallebois wwas perfectly acquainted wwithal, fur 
they were intimate Friends, And I had 
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doubtleſs, Madam, yielded to have married 
Monſſeur de Villeneuve, at your Deſire, not. 
withſtanding the Diflike I had for him, if he 
had not attempted to force me to it in ſo baſe 
a manner. I am very ſorry that I have been 
the Cauſe of his Death; yet, ſince it was 10 


eſerve my Honour, I ought not to repent of 


it, and without queſtion I ſhould do the like 
to any other on the like Occaſion ; nor do 1 
think tis fit for any Woman to marry a Man 
ad hom ſhe cannot love. I. ſhall wait with im. 
patience for the happy Hour when I may em. 
brace your Knees, Yecount my Adventures 10 
you my ſelf, and aſſure you with the moſt 
tender Affection and Reſpect, my dear Mother, 
that I am | 


11, Your moſt humble and obedient 


; Daughter and Servant, 


- 1 EHARIOTTE DE PONTAIS. 


On reading this Letter Yallebois was more 
in Pain than ever: This is ſomething very ex- 
traordinary, ſaid he, I find Charlotte has kill'd 
ber Lover. I have heard ſomething of this 
Story before, Sir, ſai4 Aubcrville, but Ma- 
dam de Pontais will ſatisfy you of every parti- 
cular ; loſe no time, but let us dine, and then 
ſet out in your Coach and fix Horſes, and we 
hall be at the Town where ſhe lives to night, 
- there we ſhall inform our ſelves what the com- 
mon Report is of this Adventure, and to- 


morrow Morning we will go to the Caſtle and 
learn 


- 
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learn the reſt, where our ſtay will be ſhort P 


am poſitive, for the Counteſs will doubtleſs 


haſte to Paris to fee her long loſt Daughter, 


and we ſhall be back before Dinner. He 


follow'd the faithful 4uberville's Advice, and 
8 ſet out for Pontais; Auber- 
ville being mounted on an excellent Horſe,, 
attended him. | 

They arrived there at ſeven a- clock that 
Evening, and went to lodge at the: beſt Inn 
in that Place; and giving Orders for Supper, 
Monfieur Yallebois let fall ſome Words con- 
cerning the Counteſs and her Daughter, be- 
fore the People of the Inn, which were imme 
diately carry'd to the Counteſs, whoſe Caſtle 


was not a Furlong from the Town: He ask'd- 


the. Miſtreſs: of the Inn how that Lady did? 
As well as ſhe can, Sir, ſaid he, poor Lady. 
fince the loſs of her only Daughter; no body 
knows. what is become of that fine young; 
Lady : a great Reward. has been offer'd by 
her Mother to any who can find her, but that's 
more than any body can do yet, I bring her 
the good News then, ſaid he, laughing, I ſhall 
end her Grief ſoon, for ſhe is very well in- 
health, and has ſent her Mother a Letter by 
me. How, Sir ! ſai4 the Hoſteſs, have you 
a Letter from the young Lady to the Counteſs ?. 
Yes, ſaid he, and I. will carry it to her to- 
morrow Morning. Ah! Sir, ſai4 be, pray 
do it to- night, the Caſtle is here hard- by, an 


it will be a great Deed of Charity to eaſe her 


of ſuch an Affliction. But I have been told, 
ſaid he, that ſome ſtrange Accidents have 
happen'd to this young Lady. Yes, in truth, 
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ſaid ſhe, fo there have; but ſhe was in no fault, 
and, if you-pleaſe, after Supper I will tell you 
the Story, it you won't go to the Caſtle to 
night. Whilſt they were talking, one of the 
Servants, who had heard him ſpeak 'of Char- 
lotte, having run to the Caſtle and told the 
Counteſs that there was a fine Gentleman 
come in a Coach and ſix to their Inn, that 
brought News of the young Lady her Daugh- 
ter, and ſaid he had a Letter from her, to 
deliver to her Ladyſhip, ſhe was fo over- 
joy d that ſhe took the Fellow by the Arm 
and went to the Inn, follow'd only by one 
Footman ; and entering the Room found Mon- 
fieur Vallebois talking with the Hoſteſs. Here 
is the Gentleman, my Lady, ſaid the Man, 
that brings News of the young' Lady. Is it 
ble, Sir, ſaid e to Monſieur Vallebois, 
that'l ſhall have the Happineſs now to know 
where my dear Child is? Yes, Madam, ſai4 
He with a low Bow, if you are that Lady's 
Mother, as I ſuppoſe you are, I have very a- 
greeable News for you from Madam Char- 


Wit and Beauty are admired by all that know 
her. I have a Letter for you from her fair 
Hands, but I think a more private place 
would be proper for us to talk in, and there- 
fore I heg your Ladyſhip would go up into my 
Chamber. No, Sir, ſaid the old Lady, tho 
I'am very impatient to_ know all that relates 
to her, yet I will deny my ſelf that Satisfacti- 
on till I come home, whither I defire that you 
would go along with me, tis a place more 
proper for zou to be in, than here; I will 

* gratify 


lotte, for ſhe is very well in Health, and her 


©  4Y Me ben (*%, bead bad e e . 


TW OE 9” os” 


CT” 10S - 0”, Wa 5 OO . 


we 


rt 


King having ou him a Grant for the Re- 


verfion of his 
this time but three Years old, and the Heireſs 


% éè , „ . 2. 


French L 0 VERS. 323 
gratif/ the Inn- kee for the loſs of ſuch 
Gueſt ; let your —. and Servants follow; 
for I have a thouſand N to aſk you a- 
bout my Child. The Tears ran down her 


Face with Joy. So he order'd Aubervilie to 


pay the Inn for the Supper that he had order d, 
and give them ſomething handſom; and ta- 
king the Lady by the Hand went to the 
Caftle ; Auberville ſoon follow'd with the 


Coach and Servants, and found eee — 


down to Table, * 

Whilſt they were at upper Monſieur Vi 
lebois defired her to relate the Story of h 
Daughter's Adventures, ſaying; Auberviiie is 


fecret and faithful, Madam, and you need not 


fear to ſpeak before him. Sir; i he, no- 
thing is a Secret that I am going to relate, 
the World is already acquainted- * 
Particular. I had four Children by Menfie 
de Pontais, of which three are dead 5! and I 


have but this one Daughter left alive, whom 


know, and none but a tender Mothes can 


imagine the Joy I feel on receiving News of 


her. The three Children I loſt died all of the 
Small- pox, a little after theit Father, which 
raged at that time in that City where my 
Häsband was Governor: He was kill'd:at the 


Head of his Regiment, at the Battle of 


Caſſel Naudari, and in Conſideration of his 


Death and Services, Cardinal Richlieu gave 


me leave to ſell his Regiment and Places, the 


overnment. Charlotte was, at 


of a good Family and great Fortune ; z we * 
x- 
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fortunately left her at Nurſe, being too young 
to endure travelling, or elſe perhaps ſhe ha 
ot the ſame Diſtemper, and died, as my o- 
Je Children did. So ſoon as Monſieur de 
Pontais was buried I retired to this place, 
and having but one Child left I applied m 
{If wholly to take care of her Education, an 
I flatter'd my ſelf that I had ſucceeded ac- 
cording to my Deſires, of which you, Sir, are 
a Judge, becauſe you know her: I ſpared no 
Coſt to have her taught all the Accom- 
pliſhments a Woman of Qualiry ought to 
Ie and her Tutors, Governeſs, and Ma- 
ters, were ſurpriz d at the advances ſhe made 
in all they taught her; ſo that, in fine, at the 
Age of fifteen ſhe was eſteem'd the moſt ac- 
compliſh'd young Woman in all the place, 
and my Hopes were all fix'd upon her, for 
The, was all my Joy and Comfort; but Love 
on one Side, and Averfion on the other, oc- 
caſion d one of the moſt tragical Scenes in this 
Caſtle, that ever happen'd ; and bereft me of 
my Child. | 
Monſieur de Villeneuve, a Gentleman of 
orty five Years of age, a Man of great Qua- 
ty and a , vaſt Fortune, lived at a Caſtle 
-which' balong'd to him, within a League of 
this place; he had been a Widower about fix 
Years, and had but two Daughters, who were 
no ways handſome, and embraced a monaſtick 
Life, returning to the Convent where they 
had been educated, and there were profeſs'd 
"Nuns. He had had a Son alſo, but he died 
of a Wound he had received in his Head: by 
a Fall from his Horſe, as he was a hunting. 
. | who, 


3-3-3 FN rr rr . ˙²ꝛm ̃ —-WV» ̃ͥũἈͥiVinnn ᷑⁊ᷣ 


French LOVERS. 


who, if he had been ſtill living, had kept his 
Father from even thinking of a ſecond Mar- 
riage. But having loſt all his Children, ſo 
that none were left to inherit his Name and 
Fortune, he 1 he had reaſon to look out 
for a ſecond Wife, and caſt his Eyes on my 
Daughter, whom he had ſeen about ſix Months 
before at a Gentleman's Wedding, and liked 
| ſo well, that he reſolved to marry her, if he 
| could gain mine and her Conſent ; in order to 
which he came and propoſed it to me, and 
made me ſuch advantageous Offers for her, 
that I accepted of the Propoſal. Sv I ſpoke 
; to her about it, repreſenting to her, That he 
was the Head of a noble Family, had a pro- 
- | digious Fortune, and, being in Years, ſhe 
» | would in all Appearance out live him; and 
r | that what he offcr'd to ſettle upon her, with 
e her own Fortune, if ſhe proved a Widow, 
- would render her a Match for any Nobleman 
s in the Kingdom. She heard all I ſaid with 
f reat Attention, and then anſwer'd, That 
ff 
* 


325 


their Ages did not agree; that ſhe had For- 
tune enough already to anſwer her Defires ; 
and that ſhe would never bring herſelf to re- 
e folve to marry an old Man, who would cer- 
of | tainly be jealous, and make her wretched ; 
and him, of all Men, becauſe he had behave 
re | himſelf very regal to a young Lady at the 
k Wedding he ſaw her at, only becauſe ſhe 
:y | jeſted, about old. Age, not with Defign to 
'd | affront him in particular, in ſuch a manner 
: that all the Company was ſcandaliz'd at it; 
by | that ſhe had a perfect Antipathy to him; and 
g, || that, in a word, ſhe would never have him 
10, a 
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and begg'd I would think no more of it, and 
not be diſpleaſed if ſhe told him her Thoughts 
in the ſame manner, when he came next on 
that Account. I anſ{wer'd, I would not force 
her to any thing; but wiſh'd her advantage, 
which made me give ear to his Propoſal 
which 1 „ very advantageous. She 
did as ſhe ſaid; for when he came to fee us 
the next day, and made a Declaration of his 
Paſſion, ſhe told him, They were not fit for 
one another; that ſhe was reſolved never to 
marry a Man of his Tears; and that ſhe 
defired he would not repeat his Viſits on that 
account, to give himſelf and her Trouble, 
ſor it would be to no manner of purpoſe. This 
was all the Anſwer he could get; he applied 
himſelf to me, and ſeem'd ſo ſenſibly touch'd 
with her Refuſal, that I was troubled at it, and 
did all I could to comfort him, and perſuaded 
him that Time and Courtſhip would at laſt 
. he muſt not mind a Girl, or | , 
ke a Denial, but purfue her; and that I ff 
would give him leave to viſit us as often as he | 1 
pleaſed. He took my Advice, and came e- wy 
very day for fix Months together; but ſhe was 5. 
inflexible, and he could gain no Favour ; her 4 
Anſwer was' till the ſame, That ſhe would 
never yield to have him. Which threw him F 
into ſuch Deſpair, that he took up a Reſolu- 
tion fatal to us all, and ſuch as I could never 
have believed him capable of. I own that it 81 
was my Defire that he ſhould have her, I 
* which made me admit of his Viſits fo fre- F 
- quently, He came to the Caſtle one Morning, (: 
| having watch'd his time, when he knew 1 * 
was 
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was gone abroad, and bribed one of my Foot- 
men to go and tell my Daughter's Waiting- 
woman, that ſhe muſt come to me ini 
2 to the Town, at ſuch a Lady's, where I 
ſtaid for her to come to me; The poor Crea- 
ture made all the haſte ſhe could, leaving her 
young Lady in Bed ſleeping. I was ſurpriz d 
to ſee this Servant when ſhe came to me, 
fearing ſome harm had happen'd; and when 
ſhe told me why ſhe came, my Soul preſaged 
ſome ill]; ſo that I immediately went into my 
Coach and return'd home: but I met one of 
Monſieur 4e Villeneuve's Footmen on the Wa 

running, and quite out of Breath, who tol 

me, when he was call'd to the Coach-ſide, 
That he was running to the Town for a Sur- 
geon, for his Maſter was dangerouſly wounded 
and he feared he would die; I ask'd him how” 
he came ſo? He ſaid, he had attended him 
to my Caſtle, and waited at the Gate by his 
order, whilſt he went up Stairs; and, as he 
ſuppoſed, into my Daughter's Chamber, for 
there he was call'd to him, and found him ly- 
ing on my Daughter's Bed, all weltering in 
his own Blood. I was, you may ſuppoſe; 
dre adfully alarm'd at this News: Where is 
my Daughter? /az4 J. No body knows, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he; ſhe is not in the Caſtle. I 


went home in # cruel Fright, and there found 


the utmoſt Confuſion in my Pamily : I ran up 
Stairs, and found Monficur Villemeuve on my 
Daughter's Bed, run quite thro” the Body. 
Fle was carried thence that night to his own 
Caſtle; the Magiftrates were ſent for, and this 
is what he declared touching his VVound, — 

| ow 
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how he received it: He ſaid, that being paſ- 
ſionately in love with Charlotte, and driven to 
Deſpair by her Cruelty, he at laſt reſolved to 
make uſe of a Stratagem to gain her, having 
my Conſent to marry her, which he thought 
he might effect if he could once conquer her 
Averſion by enjoying her, not being able to 
live without poſſfling her; ſo he reſolved to 
uſe Force as well as Perſuafions. In order to 
this he took the Opportunity of my Ab- 
ſence, and having met one of my Foot- 
men as he went to my Caſtle, he told. him, 
he had ſeen me on the Way, and that I de- 
fired my Daughter's Waiting-maid might come 
to me to. the — z and that he waited in 
the Way till he ſaw her go by, and then ha- 
ving before gain'd the Chamber-maid, who 
gave him a Sign out of the Window, he went 
into the Caſtle by the Gardens, and went up 
the Back- ſtairs, the Domeſticks being all em- 
loy'd below, and went directly into my 
Daughter's Chamber, whom he found ſlee ping 
in her Bed; for ſhe was a little indiſpoſed with 
a Cold. He made faſt the Door, and ap- 
proaching the Bed with all the joy and ha 
of an impatient Lover, threw the Bed- 


clothes, and catch'd her fo faſt in his Arms. 


that ſhe could not get looſe ; ſhe ſcraem'd 
out, but the Chamber:maid,, who kept Centi- 
nel, had lock'd the other Doors, ſo that the 
Caſtle being very large, her Cries were. not 
heard. He menaced her with Death if ſhe 
reſiſted or, made any. farther noiſe ; but ſhe ſtill 
ſtrove, and uſed all the means poſſible to pre- 
vent his wicked Deſign; for it was wicked ; 

tho. 
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tho done with no other Intent but to make her 
his Wife. At laſt, finding no other Remedy, 
ſhe laid hold of his Sword in the height of 
their Struggle, which was fallen out of the 


| Scabbard, and ran him thro' the Body. On 


which ſhe leap'd out of Bed, threw on her 
under Petticoat and Night-gown, open'd the 
Door, and ran to a Cloſet. This was what 
he declared, and own'd all to be occafion'd by 
his own Fault, aſk'd Pardon of her, and praiſed 
her Virtue. The Chamber-maid was alfo 
fled, and tho 1 cauſed all the Search to be 
made for her that was poſſible, and for both, 
yet I could never learn any News of either 
till this happy Day, when you, Sir, brought 
it me. And ro-morrow _— we will ſet 
out, if you pleaſe, for Peris, that I may fee 
my dear Child. Yes, Madam, ſaid Monſieur 
de Vallebois, J hope to have my Houſe ho- 
nour'd with both your Companie- at Dinner, 
and that you will make it your home now, and 
always when you come to Parts. I accept 
the Offer, Sir, ſata /he, looking on you now 
as my Son, and therefore theie needs no 
Compliments or Ceremony between us. Atty 
berville ſhall ſet out before us, Madam, ſaid 
he, early in the Morning, that your Daughter 
may have notice to be there againſt we come. 
But now, ſaid he, I return to my Story of 
Monſieur Villeneuve: The Surgeon — 
his Wound inform'd him it was mortal, a 

that he had no hopes of his Life. Two more 


were ſent for by his Deſire, who were both of 


the ſame Opinion, and ſaid, he had more 
occaſion for his Confeſſor than them, for 1 
; | . COU 
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could not live above twelve Hours. On which 
he prepared himſelf to die like a good Man 
and a real Chriſtian; and having made his 
Confeſſion, and ſettled the Affairs of his Con- 
ſcience, | he took care of his worldly Goods, 
ſending for a Publick Notary, and the Cu- 
rate of his Pariſh ; ſo he made his Will, de- 
clared all the Circumſtances of his Death, as 
before, aſk'd Pardon of God for the vile At- 
tempt he had made on my Daughter, and 
left her in his Will, in Acknowledgment. of 
his Fault, twenty thouſand Crowns, which I 
have fince received of his Executors for her, 
and will be an Augmentation of her Fortune 
to you. The next Morning he died; and ſo 
ends my tragick Hiſtory. = 

Madam de Pontais having ended her Diſ- 
courſe, they finiſh'd their Supper and went 
to Bed. Next Morning Anberville ſet out at 
day- break for Paris, and, being ſoon arri ved, 
writ a Letter to Madam Charlotte, informing 
her, That the Counteſs her Mother would be 
at his Maſter's by Dinner, and ex her 
there. And ſo went to Madam Je Vallebois's, 
under Pretence to aſk. for his Maſter, Char- 


totte open'd the Door, as uſual, ſo he gave 


her the Letter, and asking for her Lady, ſtaid 
fome time with her in Diſcourſe about his 
Matter, that Charlotte might read it; who 
whiſper'd him, that ſhe would come, as he 
went out, as ſhe did an Hour before the old 
Lady arrived; during which Auberville in- 
form'd her of all that had paſs'd at Porrais. 
At which ſhe ſhed Tears of Joy, to hear the 


Tenderneſs of her Mother towards her. — 
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laſt that good Lady and Monſieur de Vallebois 


arri ved; but no words can expreſs the tranſ- 
port of this tender Mother and Child at ſeeing 
one another: they flew to embrace each o- 
ther, and Tears and Joy hinder'd them from 
ſpeaking for ſome time. Madam de Pontais 
aſk'd Pardon of her Mother, for having con- 
ceal'd herſelf ſo long from her. And the 
| good Lady defired ſhe would. tell her what 
had paſt during her Abſence, and where ſhe 
had been all that while? So they ſat down, 
and the young Lady began her Story in this 
1 747 ft 7109 75 53 34 * 3 5 
So ſoon as I recover'd my ſelf from the 
Fright Monfieur 4e Villeneuve had put me in- 
to, and come a little to my Reaſon, _ 
him lie bleeding on my Bed, with the fata 
Sword lying by him, which he had pull'd out 
of his Body, a panick Fear ſeiz d my Soul, ſo 
that I apprehended nothing but a ſhameful 
minious Death, and bringing you to the 
ve with forrow, This Fear o wrought 
with me, that I thought of nothing but ma- 
king my Eſcape, fo I ran to my Cloſet, took a 
Purſe of Gold of about two hundred Piſtoles 
that I had by me, and putting on ſome more 
Petticoats, with my Shoes, and a Hood and 
Scarf, and a Mask in my Hand, I fled down 
Stairs into the Garden, and made the beſt 
of my way, asking of the Peaſants I met the 
way to Paris Road. I got feven Miles, 
paſſing by the moſt unfrequented Paths I 
could 1 out: At laſt, being quite ſpent, 
and ready to faint, I made towards a poor 
Cottage that I ſaw by a Wood fide ; and 
| | going 
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X going in, found a poor Country Woman and 

er Daughter ſpinning, of whom I ask'd leave 
to fit down, and that ſhe would give me ſome- 
thing to eat. The good Woman very hoſpi- 
tably ſet what ſhe had before me, Milk, and 
Butter, and Bread; I gave her Daughter a 
Crown, and bid her get us a little Wine, and 
ſomething for Dinner, for I would paſs the 
Day there. They gueſs'd no doubt I was ne 
mean Perſon, and having a little refreth'd 
my ſelf, I began to entertain them with a 
feign'd Story, That I was indeed a Gentle- 
man's Daughter, but that both my Father and 
own Mother were dead, and by that means I 
was left in the Hands of a Mother-in-law, 
whom my Father had marry'd after my Mo- 
ther died, and that ſne uſed me fo cruelly 
that I could not bear it any longer; and ſhe 
had beat and treated me fo barbarouſly, that 
J had that Morning left the Houſe with! a: full 
Intention never to return, I ſhew'd her my 
Purſe full of Gold, and told her, if ſhe could 
help me to get to Paris, and furniſh. me 
with ſome other Clothes to diſguiſe my ſelf 
in, for fear I ſhould be purſued : I have, ſaid 
J. an Auat at Paris who will take care of 
me, do but help me to get thither, and I will 
reward you to your own content. I told my 
Story ſo movingly, that the good Country 
Womanſeem'd mightily touch'd, and bitterly 
inveigh'd againſt Mothers-in-law, ſaying, ſhe 
had one herſelf that had us'd her ill, and 
made her throw herſelf away on the poor Pea- 
fant of whom ſhe was now the Widow, who 
was a Shepherd to her Father, a rich . 
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In fine, we ſoon contracted a Friendſhi and 


ſhe gladly furniſh'd me with a Suit of Clothes 
of her Daughter's, which fitted me exactly; 
ſo that I was transform'd in a quarter of an 
Hour into a perfe& Country Girl. She went 
to the next Town, in the Afternoon, and 
bought me Stockings, four coarſe Shifts, half 
a dozen round-ear'd Caps, a Pair of Shoes, 
and ſome Aprons. I lay with theſe honeſt 
Peaſants that Night, and at break of Day, 
having pack'd up my own Clothes and new 
Linen, and — my good Hoſteſs ten Piſtoles 
for my Clothes, an immenſe Sum to her, ſhe 
put me on her Aſs, for I was not able to walk 
and ſhe led it, whilſt her Daughter carry'd 
my Bundle, and went with me to meet the 
Paris Coach at a Village it paſſes thro' in 
coming from Chaumont for Paris. This 
Town was but ſeven Leagues from Paris ; 
here we met the Coach, and Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
if you pleaſe to call at. this good Woman's 
when return to Pontais, whoſe Name I 
have taken down in Writing, you ſhall be 
ſatisfy d of the truth of what I tell you; for 
this was the only Night I lay out of your 
Caſtle and out of Paris; and I ſhall be glad 
to do ſomething more for theſe honeſt People, 
becauſe they were the Means of my getting to 
Parts, and in that of my ſeeing Monfieur 4e 
Vallebois : And my own Clothes, and my 
Peaſant's Habit are, at this time, at bis Mo- 
ther's, my dear Miſtreſs. I got a Place in the 
Coach, and, — ſeated, made Reflections 
in my own Thoughts on theſe poor Peaſants 
Way of life, which I even envy'd ; for, — 
f they 
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they labour to get Bread, yet their Minds are 
at eaſe, they live without Ambition, and ſleep 
undiſturb'd, and are not ſubject to the ſudden 
Changes of adverſe Fortune, to which Perſons 
of Quality and Fortune are generally expoſed: 
they taſte true Satisfaction, and find more 
Pleaſures in their rural harmleſs Sports, than 
Princes and the greateſt Queens in their mag- 
nificent Balls, Feaſts and Maſquerades: They 
marry for Love, and not baſe Intereſt, and 
| live free from Temptations and Jealouſies; in 
fine, they are perfektiy happy. And' in theſe 
moral Reflections I paſt my time, till a Lady 
in the Coach, who obſerved me, awaked me 
out of this melancholy Muſing. My Deſign 
in going to Paris, was to go to Madam 4e 
Longs, who had lived with you, Madam, fo 
long before I was born, 'and help'd to bring me 
„and is now, you know, a Widow here in 
aris; but Fate had otherwiſe decreed, for 
the Lady in the Coach who fpake to me, 
was about ſour and forty Lears old, and a Lady 
of great Goodneſs : ſhe was returning to Pa- 
ris, from a Place twenty Leagues off, where 
ſhe had been in the Hands of an Empirick, 
or Quack Doctor, to ſeek à Cure for a Cancer 
in her Breaſt, but in vain g; ſhe was a Widow, 
and a Woman of Fortune, and began to talk 
to me, and aſk'd me about my Country and 
Friends, and whither I was going ? 1 an- 
ſwer d that I was going to Paris to get a Ser- 
vice, for I had been bred in a Convent, to 
wait of a young Lady, a Penſioner, who was 
lately dead; and having no Friends but 
an Aunt in the Country, who was very * 
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I was obliged to look for a Place. She ask'd 
me the Name of the Convent and Lady; and 
I named my Coufin, who you know, Madam, 
died about four Years and a half ago, in the 
Convent near us. She ſaid, Sure then I could 
work well. I ſaid, Yes, I thought ſo ; and I 
would be glad to wait of ſome Lady. Well, 
aid. /be, can you read and write? Yes, Ma- 
dam, ſaid. IJ. Then, ſai4 He, Vil take you 
my ſelf, I accepted the Offer, and ſhe ask'd 
| no farther, being, as ſhe afterwards told me, 
| of Opinion, I was no mean Perſon, but ſome 
| young Gentle woman come away from my 
| Friends, ſo I went home with her; her Name 
was Madam de Guergoiet ; Monfieur de Valle- 
; bots, and all his Family, knew her. Yes, 
aid he, very well; ſhe was the Widow of one 
7 of the King's Secretarys, and Receivers of the 
a Revenues of the Town-houſe in Paris; ſhe 
, was one of my Mother's beſt. Friends. And 
. L loſt one in her, ſaid Madam de Pontais, when 
7 ſhe died, which ſhe did in four Months after 
a came to live with her. She kept me al- 
> | ways with her in her Chamber, and, having 
, cloth'd me handſomly, 'often rook me to your 
r Mother's, where I had the firſt Sight of you. 
$ And now, Madam, I muſt on that from the 
4 Moment I ſaw Monfieur 4e Yallebors, I loved 
1 bim, and laid aſide all —— of returning 
- | home, or diſcloſing where I was, to you or 
any Bady, till I had tried, by ſome means or 
d | other, to gain his Affection, fearing you would 
stake me home; and he being in no very hap- 
t 


py Circumſtances, hinder me from havin him 
„ it he deſired it. This is the true Reaſon of 
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my long Silence, for which-Love muſt be my 
Excuſe, as well as Fear. This Lady dying, 
left me the beſt part of her Clothes, and a 
hundred Piſtoles. I work'd fo well in Em- 
broidery and Tapeſtry, that Madam 4e Valle- 
bois had often deſired my Lady to let me 


work with her Daughters, to teach them, fo 


that we were very intimate. My Lady had 


often preſs'd me to know if I was really what 


I pretended ; and I ſtill proteſted I was the 
Daughter of poor Country People, and owed 
my Education to the Convent. She uſed to 
make me ſing, and play on the Guitar to her: 
In fine, I was very happy in that retired Life, 
being deeply penfive with Villeneuve's Death, 
and in love. At her Death ſhe earneſtly re- 
commended me to her deareſt Friend, Madam 


de Vallebois, who kindly told me, That as 


her Circumſtances were at preſent, ſhe could 
not pretend to keep me to do ſo little as that 
Lady did; but that ſhe would make her Place 
as eaſy as poſſible; as indeed ſhe did, for both 


ſhe and her Daughters did help me, ſo that 1 
lived as well as they did, tho ſhe kept but 


two Servants: I eat at Table with them when 


no Strangers were there; and I have never 


one out of the Doors, for above three Years 


chat I have lived. there, without one of my 


young Miſtreſſes along with me, except twice 
that] have come to this Houſe ; and 1 lived 
like a Nun, for Madam de Vallebois and her 
Daughters do lead a very retired Life; and 1 
ſhould never have wiſh'd to change it, if it 
it had been agreeable to my Circumſtances to 
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Thus, my dear Mother, I have related a'l 
my Adventures, which will now, I hope, end 
to all our Satisfactions, and that Monfieur 4e 
Vallebois will not love me the leſs becauſe 1 
loved firſt, and declared it. No, my beloved 
Charlotte, ſaid he, I loved you from the Mo- 
ment I ſaw you, and had long before declared 
it, if my Circumſtances had been half ſo good 
as they are now, But Dinner is on the Table, 
let us eat, and then we'll confider what to do, 
They accordingly ſat down to Table, Auber- 
ville waited, and the reſt of the Domeſticks 
were diſmiſs'd, and then they talk'd freely. 
The Counteſs was not willing that her Daugh- 
ter ſhould return any more to Madam 4e Val 
lebois ; and Monfieur 4e Yallebois could not 
tell what to fay ; at laſt he defired that Au- 
berville, whole - Counſel' had been ſo advan- 

tageous to him before, might have leave. to 
ſpeak. 'This was agreed to, and his Opinion 
was, that ſhe ſhould return; Becauſe, : ſaid 
he, her abſence will put them in a great deal 
of pain, and it will be very uncivil to leave 
thoſe Ladies ſo abruptly who have been fo 
kind to her, and it will be more for. her. Ho- 
nour, and more obliging, that ſhe ſhould now 
return home, and, herſelf, acquaint them who 
ſhe is; and then, that you, Madam, go and 
own her, and carry with you ſome rich Habit, 
which you may get for het in a couple of 


Hours ready made ; mean time ſhe may put 


on her Clothes that ſhe went from you in, as 
the firſt Proof of the truth of what ſhe ſays: 
Then you may go thither and receiveher from 
Madam de Vallebois's Hands; and, confidet- 
Vor. II. P ing 
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ing that Madam Charlotte is going to enter in- 
to the Family, tis fit that you appear your 
fa, and tell the Day ſhe left the Caſtle, fo 
that all Circumſtances may be found to agree, 
and that her Virtue may be vindicated by pro- 
ving that ſhe lay but one Night, and that at 
the Country- Woman's, before ſhe came into 
that Lady's Hands from whom this Lady re- 
ceived her. This Advice was approved of; 
ſo the Counteſs took her own Coach, which 
had follow'd her to Paris, and went to buy 
Clothes for her Daughter; and Charlotte re- 
turn'd home to Madam ae Vallebois's, Oh! 
Charlotte, ſaid ſhe, my Daughters and 1 have 
been in great pain for you, fearing. leſt ſome 
Misfortune had befallen you, you ſtaid fo long, 
where bave you been? I am very much obli- 
ed to you, Madam, and to them too, ſaid ſhe, 
for our obliging care of me: tis true I have 
Raid very long, and tis fit that I tell you the 
Occaſion of my Stay. So ſhe gave them a 
rief account who ſhe was, the Cauſe of her 
eaving her home, and that hearing her Mo- 
ther was come to Paris ſhe had been to ſee 
for her; but mention'd nothing about Monſieur 
ge Vallebois, ; becauſe ſhe was reſolv'd to ſur- 
prize them with that: ſhe finiſh'd her rela- 
tion with telling them, the Counteſs her Mo- 
ther would come to fetch her, and therefore 
Me would $0 and put on the Night-gown and 
Petticoats The left Pontais in, that my Mother 
may, not find me in this poor Dreſs, /ai4./he. 
Madam 4% Yallebois embraced her, and ſo did 
her Daughters, making many Excuſes for ha- 
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on the other hand, made them a thouſand 
Acknowledgments for their Kindneſs to her. 
The young Ladies went up into her Chamber 
to dreſs her, offering to preſent, or lend her, 
whatever ſhe wanted ; and ſhe opened her 
Trunk, for the firſt time, and took out a Night- 
gown and Petticoats N . her Quality, in 


which ſhe appear'd like herſelf, The young 


Ladies chid her for not having Confidence e- 
nough in them all, all that time, to truſt them 
and their Mother with the Secret, conſidering 
the Story had made ſo much Noiſe in Paris; 
and own'd, they had often ſuſpected her to be 


the Perſon, becauſe her Manners and Beha- 


viour were ſo different from a mean Perſon's 
and that they had always treated her ſo civilly, 
becauſe _ doubted who ſhe was. She 
begg'd their Pardon alfo, and ſaid ſhe had ſome 
Reaſons, which they ſhould know hereafter, 
that made her keep the Secret ; but that ſhe 
hoped they would always continue their Friend- 
ſhip to her, as ſhe would her Gratitude to 
them, for the kind Treatment they had given 
her. She had ſcarce finiſh'd theſe words when 
Madam de Vallebois came into the Room to 
ſee how. ſhe was dreſs'd ; and kiſs'd and em- 
braced her, pleaſed to fee how much ſhe 

look'd like herſelf, ſaying, I wiſh I had the 
Honour to call you Daughter. That is not im- 

poſſible, Madam, ſaid /he, and in Affection I 
am ſo already. They went all down into the 

Parlour to wait the Counteſs's arrival, which 

was ſoon after. Great Civilities paſt on all 
Sides; and Madam 4e Yallebois extremely 
praiſed Madam Charlotte's prudent Behaviour, 

P 2 whilſt 
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whilſt ſhe had been with her. The Counteſs 
return'd great Thanks to her and her Daugh- 
ters, for their Kindneſs to her, and then ſaid: 
Ladies, I muſt take my 82 you with 


me : I have been providing ſomething for her 
to 75 on, that may better ſuit her Quality 
and Circumſtances, and then we will return to 
make you ſome Acknowledgments for the time 

e has been with you, and the Favour you 
have ſhewn her; mean time be pleas'd to ac- 
cept of a flight Preſent which I have N 

28. At theſe words her Page went to the 
Coach, and brought in three Pieces of very 
rich brocaded Silks, with ſome very fine 
Flanders Lace for Head-clothes. This, La- 
dies, ſaid the Connteſs, is to make each of you 
a Habir, to wear at my Daughter's Wedding, 
which I deſign to have periorm'd very ſoon, 
with a Perſon we have both made choice of. 
They return'd abundance of thanks for the 
Preſent and Honour ſhe did them, and ſo ſhe 
and her Daughter took leave, and, going into 
their Coach, return d to Monfieur de Valleboiss 
Houle, who impatiently waited their return. 
Leading the, Counteſs from her Coach, Well, 
Madam, ſaid be, what think you of my Mo- 
ther and Sifters ? I hope they received you as 
they ought ? Yes, ſaid /be, I am extremely 
pleaſed with them, and I doubt not but we 
ſhall be great Friends; and nothing now re- 
mains but to invite them hither, and acquaint 
them with your Circumſtances and Marriage, 
which I have invited them to, without naming 
the Bridegroom. Yes, Madam, ſaid he, I de- 
ſign it two Days hence, when ſome of Cher: 
. ories 
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lotte's Clothes will be made, and I have made 
a Trip to Verſailles, whither I am obliged to 
go to-morrow Morning, and ſhall be back by 
Dinner : Then, in the Evening, I will go and 
invite my Mother and Siſters to Dinner the next 
Day, and you ſhall acquaint her with all that 
has paſt between Charlotte and me, as it has 
been agreed between us ; but now, Madam, 
being, as I am ſure you are, much fatigued, 
let us ſup and go to Bed, you and my dear 
Charlotte, (for by that loved Name I ſhall ak 
ways call her) to taſte ſweet Repoſe in one 
another's Arms; whilſt I paſs the tedious 
Hours in thinking of the Bliſs I ſhall enjoy in 
having her in mine: I ſhall go hence by day- 
break, that I may be the ſooner back. The 
Manteau-maker being come, took meaſure of 
the Ladies, and promiſed each of them a Suit 
for the next Day, before Supper; the Millener 
did the ſame, for their laced Linen. Supper 
was ſerved, and then the Ladies went to Bed, 
as did all the Family. Monfieur' Yallebors 
went early to Verſailles the next Morning, and 
came back to Dinner. The Ladies had been 
abroad and bought abundance of fine things 
that were — and the old Lady had ſent 
to Pontais for her Daughter's Jewels and 
Clothes. After Dinner they went abroad to 
take the Air, and the Ladies went to the Play; 
whilſt Monſieur Je Vallebois went to his Mo- 
ther's, to give the Invitation for the next Day, 
having len Auberville to provide every thing: 


for a magnificent Dinner: and indeed he need- 


ed to take care of nothing, for this faithful 
Servant managed all with the greateſt prudence 
* ima- 
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imaginable. Vallebois, being magnificently 
dreſs d, went in his Coach to his Mother's, where 
he was received with the greateſt Kindneſs and 
Civility; for change of Fortune for the better 
changes the Coldneſs of Friends and Rela- 
tions into the warmeſt Friendſhip; and they 
ſew'd more Tenderneſs and Love for him 
that Day, than they had ever ſhewn to him 
in all his Life before ; ſo he invited them to 
Dinner at his Houſe the next Day, and pro- 
miſed to ſend his Coach to fetch them. You 
need not doubt but they readily accepted the 
Offer. 80 taking leave he went into his 
Coach again, to which they attended him, 
and went home. | | 

The Ladies new Clothes were brought 
home, and all that was ſent for from Pontais 
arrived ſafely ; ſo that the next Morning the 
Ladies appear d, when dreſs'd, like Princeſſes, 
their Habies and Jewels being ſuch as would 
even dazzle the Eyes of all that look d upon 
them; and Monfieur de Vallebois could do 
nothing but gaze on his dear Charlotte, who 
appear d far more beautiful than when ſhe 
was in her poor Dreſs. The Counteſs pro- 
miſed to give her a finer Necklace of Dia- 
monds, and a part of her own Jewels, on her 
Wedding day, before Dinner. In fit time 
the Coach was ſent for Madam de Vallebois 
and her Daughters, who came very genteelly, 
but not richly dreſs'd; he received them 
at the Door, and handed them out of the 
Coach into a Parlour, where the Counteſs and 
her Daughter received and embraced them 


from thence they went into another, * 
| the 
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the Cloth was laid: You are yr I An 
Madam, ſaid the Counteſs to Madam de Val- 
lebois, to ſee me and my Daughter here ; but 
your Wonder will ſoon ceaſe when you know 
the Reaſon. But Dinner being ready, we 
ſhall refer the Explication of that matter to 
the Deſert. Theſe Ladies could ſcarce eat for 
admiring the Houſe, Plate, Furniture, the 
Splendor of the Entertainment, and, above 
all, the Counteſs and Charlotte, 

No ſooner was the Deſert brought, but Mon- 


ſieur 4e Vallebois defired her to relate all that 


had befallen her before, and from the time ſhe 
left Pontais. Yes, ſaid ſhe, with all my heart, 
*tis fit that I ſhould give an exact Account of 
all my Actions and Adventures to theſe La- 
dies, that my Conduct may be juſtify d: So 
ſhe repeated all that I have before related, 


' ſaid Monſiour de Terny, and avow'd that the 


firſt Sight of Monſieur 4e Vallebois, had made 
ſuch an Impreſſion on her Mind, that in ſpight 
of all the Reflections and Difficulties — 
ſeem'd to oppoſe her Deſign, ſhe could not 
ive it over; and that having come to the 


wledge of his Misfortune in loſing all he 


had by Gaming, ſhe had given him what ſhe 
had by her, with a Note, by which ſhe teſ- 


tified her Grief that ſhe could not at that 
time give him greater Marks of her Eſteem 
for him, becauſe ſhe had put her three hun- 
dred Piſtoles out to Uſe, and could not com 


mand it; but ſhe mention'd nothing of the 


cruel Treatment his Mother and Siſters gave 
him; which they took very kindly. - At laſt, 


ſhe was beginning to tell theſe Ladies of his 


Gra- 
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Gratitude to her, but he interrupted her, ſay- 


ing, Here I muſt begin; ſo he praiſed and 
extoll'd the great fervice Charlott? had done 
him, in terms the moſt pathetick that Man 
could expreſs his Gratitude in. Then he 
call'd for Auberville : Here, ſaid he, is the 
honeſteſt Man under Heaven; tis to him that 
am indebted for all my Happineſs, without 
him, I had been the moſt miferable Gentle- 
man breathing; he aſſiſted me in my extreme 
Neceſſity with all that he had in the World, 
and by his wiſe counſel and prudent advice, has 
_ cured me of that vile Inclination that I had for 
Gaming, and put me quite out of conceit with 
my Folly ; nay, he has done more than all 
this, he has procured my Happineſs ; for he 
ſhew'd me the Way to be in a Circumſtance 
to preſume to declare my Paſſion for my dear 
Charlotte: He told me ſhe was nobly born ; 
and what Way I ſhould take to gain her ; and 
I muſt own, to my Shame, that till I knew 
him I was fo abandon'd to that vile Practice of 
Gaming, that I was incapable of making any 
Reflections. | - 
You ſee, Ladies, ſaid he, the vaſt Obliga- 
tions I have to this Man, and therefore tis but 
juſt that I ſhould make theſe Acknowledg- 
ments in your preſence ; and I proteſt before 
you all, that I never will forget, not only to 
acknowledge, but alſo ſhew on all Occaſions, 
that I have a grateful Senſe of them. Then 
ſpeaking to Auberville he faid, Go, my —__ 
and fetch your Father to me, and give h 
the Satisfaction of knowing the Good you 
have procured for him and your ſelf, by your 
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honeſt and prudent Behaviour, and aſſure him 


from me, that for your ſake I will ſo provide 
for him, that he ſhall have no Cauſe to re- 
member the Poverty of his paſt Life, but on- 
ly to augment his Satisfactions in the enjoy- 
ment of that ealy Condition in which he ſhall 
live for the future. Auberville made a pro 
found Obeiſance, and praying for his Maſter's 
Proſperity, went for his Father. 
UI never ſaw a young Man of greater Merit, 
ſaid Vallebois, and I am amazed to think 
that he is the Son of a poor Peaſant, nay, 
I can ſcarce credit it, for he has all the noble 
Sentiments'of a Man of Quality. But now 
tis fit I return to what more nearly concerns 
us all, and now, Madam, ſaid he, addr fog 
himſelf to Madam de Vallebois, you doubt 
underitand, for what End we are all met here- 
together, and I believe I need not uſe any 
great Entreaties to gain your conſent for my 
marrying the lovely Charlotte, but that you 
will rather be tranſported at the great Honour 
we ſhall receive. by ſuch an Alliance. Yes, 
ſaid ſhe, my Son, I have all. the. ſenſe of it 
that I ought to have, and want words to ex- 
E my Gratitude to Heaven and her for it, 
re ſhe embraced her tenderly : My ſurprize 
is exceſſive, ſaid /be, at what I have heard ; 
and, my dear Charlotte, ſaid ſhe, I aſk you ten 
thouſand Pardons for my treating you as a Ser- 
vant, ſure I was blind not to know you were 
my Superior. And you, Madam, ſaid /þe to the 
Counteſi, may I hope that you will grant your 
Conſent to make my Son happy? That I 
have already given, ſaid the Counteſs ; and 
f am 
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am as much pleaſed with her Choice of your 
Son, as if he were a Prince of the Blood. 
We will, if you pleaſe, all ſet out for Pontais 
to-morrow ele where we will celebrate 
this happy Marriage with more Conveniency 
than here. The reſt of the Day was paſt with 
mutual Civilittes, and Mirth on all Sides ; and 
Monſieur de Vallebois took the freedom of 
embracing and toying with his dear Charlotte. 
His Mother and Siſters were much pleaſed, 
for they ſaw this would be a means to raiſe 
their Fortunes in the Wotld, and procure them 
_ advantageous Matches ſuitable to their Birth, 
as it proved ſoon after. After Dinner they 
went all to take the Air, and return'd to Sup- 
: the Converſation was witty and divert- 
ing, and Monfieur Je Vallebois made Auber- 
ville bring his Father to them, whom he had 
fetch'd from Auberville; he was very ancient, 
but had abundance of good Senſe, and was as 
_ quick-witted' as his Son. They mightily ca- 
reſs'd him, and aſſured him that he ſhould 
be taken care of all the reſt of his Life ; and 
he expreſs'd his Thanks in a very handſom 
rern den e LILY v1 
It was late ere the Converſation ended: 
Three Chambers were prepared, in one 
which the Counteſs and her Daughter lay, 
Madam de Vallebois in another, and her 
Daughters in the third. The next Day they 
went to Pontais, calling by the way on the 
good Country-Woman and her Daughter, who 
entertain'd Charlotte in her Flight from Pon- 
zais > She gave them a handſom Preſent, and 
invited them to come to Pontais for W 
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hey ſtood in need of. They afterwards pur- 


ſued their Way to the Caſtle, where they ar- 
rived ſafely; and in a few Days after, the 
Ceremony of Monſieur 4e Vallebois and Char- 
lotte's Marriage was perform'd with the great- 
eſt magnificence. | | Ag 
This, Madam, is the Hiſtory of my Rela- 
tion's Adventures, ſai4 Monſieur de Terny to 
the Princeſs of Cologny, as I had them related 
by himſelf, All the Company ſpake their 
Sentiments on this Story, and then retired to 
reſt. , Next Day Meſſieurs Je Ronais, Au 
Pris and des Frans, return'd with the Ladies 
to Paris, and, in a few Days after, the three 
Weddings were ſolemniz'd with great pomp 
and merriment. 

The remaining Part of the Adventures of 
theſe Illuſtrious Couples, and the entire Hiſ- 
tories of ſome other Perſons of Quality which 
have come to my knowledge, altogether as 
extraordinary 4s theſe, and as well worth re- 
lating, I ſhall reſerve for another Opportu- 
nity. | | 


N. 
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